





ight 


and 
owl- 
‘ram 
the 


n of 
this 


pro- 
rid 


adio 
> in 
OF 


gel 
son- 





eee, eee 
—. 

































29 

















{ RADIO| |vIDEO 





Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street. N . 
Battered as second ciass matter i isen at the Bhat Gate nc a 





L. 177 Noe 3 


|S! 


December 23, 
COPYRIGHT, 1949, BY VARIETY, IXC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 





IMUSIC| 





IETY 





‘STAGE 





_ 











1906, at the ‘ost Office at 








NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1949 








Annual subscription, $16. 
New York, 


X-NETWORKS ALLIANCE IN ’50? 


under the act of March 


Single copies, 26 centa. 


a, 1879. 





— = 


PRICE 25 CENTS 








Rockefellers Dimensional Film nH. WEE PAR Ne World War Il Pix Kayo B.0. Pacifism 
To Be Premiered at D.C.'s Sesqui 


Rockefeller - sponsored Vitarama + 


system of three-dimensional films 
will be shown to the public for the | 
first time at the Government-fi- | 
nanced exposition in Washington 
next July 4 to celebrate the 150th 
anni of the founding of the city. 
A number of picture people have 
been endeavoring to set up Amer- 
ica’s first international film festival 
in connection with the exposition, 
but the Vitarama demonstration 
will probably take place whether 
this plan goes through or not. Ex- 
position will go on for two years. 


A special color film will be shot 
on an American historical subject 
for the demonstration. It will be 
shown in a 700-seat theatre to be 
erected on the banks of the 
Potomac, where the fair will be, 


held. } 


A considerable number of indus- 
tryites have already viewed the tri- 
dimensional films in demonstra- | 
tions by its inventor, Fred Waller, | 
in a converted indoor tennis court | 
on an estate at Huntington, Long | 
Island. Among those known to 
have been out to Huntington at the | 
request of the Rockefeller family, 
which has helped finance Waller's 
experiments, are RKO Ned E. 
Depinet and his sales chief Rob- 


(Continued on page 47) 


RCA in Promotion Tie 
On Arnold Disk For 
Divorce 

Eddy Arnold's latest RCA-Victor | 
release, “Mommy and Daddy Broke | 
My Heart,” has gotten considerable 
reaction from various New York 
Organizations interested in prevent- 


ing divorces. 
When the platter was originally 





' mendous 





Paris’ Sock Xmas Biz 


Paris, Dec. 27. 

Despite poor business conditions, 
Christmas festivities jammed 
niteries. 

Maxim's broke all records and 
could fill only 20° of its requests 
for reservations. Lido grossed a 
terrific $13,000 Christmas Eve. 


Film Biz Has 
Merriest B.0. 


In 3 Years 


Combination of weather, the 
long weekend and tep attractions 
over the Christmas weekend gave 
the nation’s theatres the best 
grosses that most exhibs had seen 
for two years or more. Led by tre- 
totals racked up on 
Broadway, particularly by “Sam- 
son and Delilah,” “On the Town” 
and “Prince of Foxes,” boxoffices 
jingled to the merriest holiday 
tune since the biz began showing 
signs of deflation in the spring of 
1947. 

With another long holiday week- 
end that has the potential for even 
eclipsing last Saturday-Sunday- 
Monday coming up, showmen were 
jubilant yesterday (Tuesday). Hats 
were thrown into the air, however, 
with restraint, no one figuring that 
the tinkle of coin on boxoffice sills 
could be generalized into a 
turn-to-prosperity” tune. 

Broadway was the most pleasant 
surprise. With hotels crowded 
with visitors in for the three-day 


released a fortnight ago, RCA pro- | weekend, the Stem on Monday (26) 


motion men hopefully took it to the 
New York court of domestic rela- 
tions. From this interest in using 
it to prevent marital splitups grew. 
Big Sisters League came into the 
icture, and there have been con- 
ersations with two other outfits of 
varying faiths. 
Lyrieal story is just about what 
the title implies—the plaint of a 
oungster. The basic heart-rend- 
ng idea is old stuff to hillbilly 


afternoon took on a New Year's 
eve aspect. 
not only were looking but, with the 
_threat of rain, poured into the 
(Continued on page 46) 


Margaret Truman’: N.Y. 
Radio Date, If Only Fair 


FIMO: TV PITGR 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


| The year 1950 may witness the 
wedding of the film industry and 
the radio-TV networks on a com- 
prehensive scale. 


In the wake of the revelation 
that Metro is exploring the idea of 
moving into Mutual as the initial 
step toward establishing a TV foot- 
|hold, there is now talk in New 
| York banking circles that 20th-Fox 
and ABC network, the latter with 
its vast TV empire, are again ro- 
mancing, despite the collapse of 
previous negotiations. 

Once Metro and 20th are firmly 
entrenched in the _ radio - video 
coast-to-coast picture (thus smooth- 
ing the road for their future stake 
in theatre television), 
ered a cinch that the other major 


film companies won't lose any time | 


solidifying their TV grip, since it’s 


considered inevitable that theatre . 


tele will tie in with the whole fu- 
ture pattern of the film industry. 
A major stymie in the previous 
20th-ABC negotiations was the 
failure of Spyros Skouras & Co. to 
get past the pearly gates of the Fed- 
‘eral Communications Commission, 
/in view of the anti-trust overtones, 


' 


since 20th would be projected into | 


the station ownership picture. How- 
ever, it’s now considered likely 
that, in the event of a 20th-ABC 
get together, the film ccmpany 
would get off the FCC hook by 
following the pattern evolved in 
the Metro-Mutual talks, whereby 


(Continued on page 46) 





Real-Life Cinderella 
Yarn—From the Walt 
Disney of Same Name 


| Walt Disney's forthcoming “Cin- 
derella,” with its glass slipper an- 


Best of all, the mobs gle, moved out of the fairy tale 


class into a surprise real-life yarn 
Sunday (25) with the marriage of 
Teri Lobell, of Disney's New York 
flackery, to Maury Delman, son of 
‘the New York shoe designer and 
'retailer. Miss Lobell, 23, is aide 
to Charles Levy, Disney’s eastern 
| publicity-advertising topper. 

Levy, aiming for a promotional 
tieup of the glass slipper in the 


it’s consid- | 


Critically, Was Boff B.0. 


Margaret Truman's first N. Y. 
appearance last week, on ABC's 
“Carnegie Hall,” got a chilly criti- 
cal reception, with the N. Y. Times 
tagging her voice as “thin” and 
the Herald Tribune as “small and 
not at all beautiful.” However, the 
press experts may be wrong. In 1948 
they didn’t think much of her 
father’s political voice. Similarly, 
Miss Truman's concert tour, which 


writers. Some of the biggest hits 
in that field are lyrical stories that 
make pop-writers shudder. For 
example, right after the war a 
fairly big item was a tune titled 
My Daddy Is Only a Picture.” 

Arnold himself is the kingpin of 
the hillbilly artists on disks. And 
he, as a rule, makes only four re- 
cordings ‘eight sides) a year for 
RCA, a rare practice among even 
hillbilly artists, not to mention pop 
singers and bands, who often mar- starts Feb. 2 at Richmond, looks apparently was not wholly on 
ket as high as 24 records a year. | like a boxoffice click. ‘shoes. He called Miss Lobell a 
As a result of allowing a disk to' There was no b.o. at Carnegie couple days later and asked her 
build sales before issuing another, Hall last Tuesday (broadcast tix to a cocktail party at his home, 
it’s not unusual for Arnold to reach going cuffo) but a near capacity at which he arranged that his son, 
into the 1,000,000-copy class. He’s audience of 2.600 showed. Throngs who is associated with him in the 

more disks that did go over outside tried to wangle ducats, business, would be her “date.” 

that figure than any singer or band some even more persistently than | The rest of the story is obvious. 
on Victor, 4 (Continued on page 45) 


fairy tale and a real shoe that 
could be sold in stores throughout 
the country as a “Cinderella” 
model, went to see H. B. Delman, 
head of the firm which bears his 
name, last Oct. 12. He wanted 
Delman to design the slipper and 
he took Miss Lobel! to the meet- 
irg to follow up later on the de- 
tails. 

The elder Delman agreed to do 
the designing job, but his attention 


| Young Delman, 27, is an ex-Marine. 


With $25,000,000 Gross in 1949 





‘Goldberg’ Pix Deal Brews 


A film deal is brewing for Ger- 
trude Berg’s “The Goldbergs.” 
Among those interested is the 
Metro studio, with an eye to mak- 
ing it a continuing series. 

Ad agency statistics nave it that 
the marathon  radio-and-now-TV 
series is by no means circumscribed 
in its general audience appeal. 


US. Starts Probe 
Into TV Tie-In 
Sales in Phill 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27 

A full-scale Federal probe into 
television tie-in sales has been 
launched by the Justice Depart- 
ment and its findings wil: be lai 
before the Federal grand jury 
here, starting Feb. 14. 

Dealers have squawked that they 
are forced to buy record players, 
recordings and other items they 
didn’t want in order to get the 
searcer TV sets, particularly those 
with the 1242 and 16-inch newer 
screens. ' 

William L. Maher, assistant chicf 
_of the Middle Atlantic office of the 
| Justice Dept.’s anti-trust division, 
| emphasized that so far it’s only an 
“inquiry,” but said his division 
would check to see if there were 
any violations of Federal anti-trust 
laws, which forbid tie-in sales. 

RCA issued a statement in New 
York declaring the company “knew 
of no tie-in sales” and expressed 
confidence the investigation would 
show the company’s practices 
“fully comply with the law.” 

The inquiry was originally 
started by the regional office here. 

(Continued on page 46) 


Balaban’s 50-Phone 
Hookup to Herald Par’s 
D(Divorcement) Day 


Marking the division of Para- 
mount’s production - distribution 
company from its theatres, com- 
pany plans official celebration of 
D (for divorcement) Day tomorrow 
(Thursday) Unprecedented step 
will be feted by an elaborate 50- 
‘outlet telephone hookup over 
which Barney Balaban. Par’s prez. 
will address all the picture com- 
pany’s employees via public ad- 
dress microphones. 

Balaban will be introduced by 
Adolph Zukor, board chairman of 
the old and new companies. He 
will then be followed by Alfred 
|W. Schwalberg, distrib veepee also 
speaking from the h.o., and Henry 


(Continued on page 46) 








+ War proved no boxoffice poison 


in 1949. As a matter of fact, quite 
to the contrary, year-end analysis 
| shows it to have been a highly 
profitable subject for those film- 
makers who kicked over the tradi- 
tional idea that war pictures don't 
make money and put heavy invest- 
ments in films backgrounded 
against the 1941-45 conflict. 


Nine important World War II 
features have been released during 
the 12-month period. Preliminary 
lestimates indicate they'll total 
about $25,000,000 in domestic gross 
for an average of about $2,750,000 
each—a whopping figure. 

Results during 1949 appear to 
disprove for all time the standard 
thinking among many film men 
that “war pictures don't make 
money.” Like pix on most other 
subjects, they added strength to 
another industry axiom that films, 
no matter what they're about, will 
do business if the story is well- 
told and the other ingredients are 
right. 

Success of the war-film crop 
was the second blow during 1949 to 
traditional Hollywood _ thinking. 
First—and even more outstanding 
—was the smash biz done by a trio 
of pix on anti-Negro prejudice, 
“Home of the Brave,” “Lost Boun- 
daries” and “Pinky.” All in all, 
the year, in the eyes of many film 
men, has been one of the most sig- 
nificant in industry history for it 
has proved that there is no subject 
that is tabu in Hollywood—-that 
the road to success lies in dumping 
inhibitions. 

While there have been numer- 

(Continued on page 45) 


‘Born Yesterday’ Nets 
Million as It Finally 
Winds Up on B’way 


“Born Yesterday,” slated to close 
Saturday night (31) at the Henry 
Miller, N. Y., has earned a profit 
of about $1,000,000 during its al- 
most five-year Broadway run. That 
includes approximately $640,000 on 
the original and road companies, 
plus $375,000 as the show's share 
of the $1,000,000 fitm sale to Co- 
lumbia. Max Gordon's origina! pro- 
duction cost $38,000. 

After playing to dwindling busi- 
ness last spring, the comedy was 
slated to close last July, but au- 
thor-director Garson Kanin stepped 
in at the last moment to guarantee 
losses, so the run was continued 
with the b.o. scale cut to $2.40. 
Kanin had agreed to wave his 
straight 10°> author and 3% di- 
rector royalties some months pre- 
viously. 

“Montserrat,” which closed Sat- 
urday night (24) at the Fulton, 
N. Y., involved a loss of around 
$40,000 on an investment of $69,- 
000. That includes the show's $16,- 
000 share of the $40,000 proceeds 
from the sale of the film rights to 
Anatole Litvak. Kermit Bloomgar- 
den and Giibert Miller co-produced 
ithe play. 
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‘Counterattack’ Retracts as Marches 


Force Libel Suit on ‘Commie’ Label 





The way to a considerable num-¢ 


ber of film and radio jobs which | 
have been denied Fredric March 
and his wife. Florence Eldridge, in 
the past couple of years was 
opened last week with the retrac-) 
tion by Counterattack, an anti-' 
Communist newsletter. of charges 
that the couple were Reds or fel- 
low-travelers. The Marches have 
suffered tremendous economic loss- 
es since their names appeared on 
membership lists of organizations 
which were branded pinko by the 
U. S. Attorney General. 

A number of producers, both in 
Hollywood and New York, who 
were personally friendly to March 
and Miss Eldridge, told them frank- 
ly that while they had no doubt 
that they were not Communists, 
they were fearful of employing 
them while the stigma was attached 
to their names. They advised them 
to “clear” themselves of the charges 
and jobs would be open to them, | 
since they acknowledgedly rank | 
thespicly among the top handful of 
American performers. 

Long prior to that time, however, 
the covple spent considerable 
money and effort to point out that 
while out of patrictic and humani- 
tarian instincts they had helped 
some of the organizations on the 
Attorney-General’s list, they had at 
the same time performed equal 
service for anti-Soviet groups. As 
is frequent, the truth never quite 
caught up to the lie and the 
Marches suffered considerably. 

Counterattack started to pound 
the Marches in its issue of Oct. 17, 





1947, and continued to do so until ~ 


(Continued on page 12) 


2 American Offspring 
Find British Academy 
Invaluable Training 


Paris, Dec. 20. 

Under the G. IL. bill of rights 
many American actors are getting 
valuable training abroad. The most 
important school housing the the- 
atre-hungry refugees is the Royal 
Academy of Dramatic Arts (RADA) 
in London. A flock of them in 
Paris for a much-needed vacation 
have nothing but praise for their 
two-year RADA grind. They run 
the gamut of voice, production, 
breathing control, diction, move- 
ment, mime. and then get a chance 
to trod the boards in school reper- 
tory. 

Al Hurwitz, stage name Vincent 
Allen, has stalked his way through 
18 Hollywood oaters, and though 
not quick on the draw. has man- 
aged to win various prizes at the 
staid RADA. Sybil Baker of New 
York finds life cheaper in devalu- 
ated Britain. Michael Lewis, son 
of Sinclair Lewis, is aspiring te be- 
come a Shakespearean actor, and 
believes this is the only place to 
acquire the basis for his forte. Bar- 
bara Lyon, daughter of Bebe Dan- 
iels and Ben Lyon. is another 
RADA student. Though a resident 
of England 10 years, she still has 
an American accent. 

The drawback is the fact that 
Americans cannot act in Britain 
without a special permit, unless 
they are vatiety performers. One 
of the few Americans to quit 
RADA, and go into an important 
role, as the son in “Death of a 
Salesman,” is George Margo. 
RADA is also a good bull-pen for 
supporting players for American 
films being shot abroad. 
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New Orleans Grid Visitors 
To Spend $4,000,000 


New Orleans, Dec. 27. 

About 40.000 visiting sports- 
lovers are expected to spend some 
$4,000,000 in this old town on the 
Mississippi this week, much of it 
for amusements. 

More than $400,000 already has 
been dropped into the midwinter 
sports assn. treasury for tickets for 
the Oklahoma-Louisiana State grid 
classic Jan. 2. Chamber of Com- 
merce said average visitor will 
stay here about four days and 
spend $35 a day. 


Stage Show in Boff Bow 
After 22 Yrs. at London 
Empire; Karson Kudo 


London, Dec. 27. 

First full stage production to be 
presented at Metro’s Empire ‘thea- 
tre in 22 years preemed auspi- 
ciously on Boxing Day ‘26). Com- 
plemented bv “The Forsyte Saga” 
(M-G), the show had the custome7s 
lining up as early as 9 a.m. and 
by early afternoon large holiday 
crowds surrounded the house. In 
contrast, other theatres in Lei- 
cester Sq. were comparatively de- 
serted. Sole exception was the 
Gaumont, which played to capa- 
city with “Jolson Sings Again” 
iCol). 

Nat Karson’s production, “Yes- 
teryear,” was themed around the 
Empire’s 70-year history. Magni- 
ficently staged and costumed, the 
sweeping spectacle was beautifully 
done by a 30-piece house band, 24 





chorines, corps de ballet and a) 


male chorus. Interpolated in the 
layout were two vaude acts. The 
Amazing Mr. Ballantine and Los 
Gatos Trio. Karson secured a 
Broadway touch of slickness and 


precision with the chorus, which | 


‘Continued on page 16) 


Rome’s Holy Year Influx 
May Stall Some Pix Prod. 


Crowds and resultant confusion 
anticipated in Rome during 1950 
as a result of the influx of Holy 
Year pilgrims is giving pause to 
foreign producers considering 
working in the Italian capital. 
They are fearful that it will be 
difficult to find living accommoda- 
tions for their crews and that the 
large mass of tourists will make 
impossible any realistic location 
shooting in Rome. 

Gabriel Pascal. who has been 
planning to make George Bernard 
Shaw's “Androcies and the Lion” 
in Italy. left New York for Rome 
Last Thursday ‘22) to investigate 
the situation. If his explooration in- 
dicates that work there will be im- 
practical, he'll push it off for an- 
other year. 

In any event, producer said it 
would be a tossup, hinging on prog- 
ress in scripting. whether he does 
“Androcles” first or Shaw’s “The 
Shewing Up of Blanco Posnet.” 
Latter is a one-act play written in 
1909 in the manner of an Ameri- 
can western. Pascal plans to pro- 
duce it in Mexico. 

Pascal went to Rome via London, 
where he is spending the holidays 
and rcturns to the U. S. early in 
January. 
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By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


CAST: BROADWAY, Sr.—A guy who has played everything from one 
o’cat to the Palace. 
pen orscht Jr.—A youngster in show biz who is being weancd on the 
Borscht Circuit and small nite clubs. 
TIME: Now. PLACE: Times Square. 
| Jr.—Hey, Senior, you're kinda far downtown today, 42d street and 
| Broadway; what you gettin’, a hot dog and some orange juice’ 
Sr.—Naw, I'm just lookin’ a this old corner. I kinda get down here 
once in awhile. 
Jr.—You mean the Rialto here? 








the spot where the greatest showshop in the world was—Hammerstein's. 
Jr.—Oh, so this is where Hammerstein's was? That’s BMT—-Before 
My Time. 
. Sr.—You don’t know what you missed kid. You know I was just 
ee ational ' thinking while standing here the many times I went into Hammerstein's 
r MAHON EY right after a series game. . 
WILL Jr.—What did they do? Show the pictures of the game? 
After spending New Year's Eve Sr.—Pictures? Listen kid. Pictures those days were only used to 
‘in Liverpool, London, Leeds, Glas- walk out on. No, they had the real thing. There never was a time at the 
gow and Dublin, Sydney, Brisbane, nq of the baseball season that Hammerstein’s didn’t play the top guys 











at eta = —. a, ~ ‘oo in the series or at least baseball players that did okay during the season. 
cipating ala celebrathk ‘ > » 
‘native New York. It’s a gay, happy,| 2®—You meap baseball, players became actors: 


- “ : — ood but some of the 

| jovial Eve wherever you celebrate| Sr.—Well, no dy expected them to be any g , . 
‘and the same lovely spirit prevails guys fooled you. They were pretty good. You know, during the train- 
2zll over the warld ‘ and so ing season they sit around nights harmonizing and after games they'd 
| A HAPPY NEW YEAR! 'do some singing in the clubhouse—if they won. You know, kid, every- 


. body is stagestruck. The only guys I never knew to get together and 
Film Ind harmonize are bankers. Why I even knew an undertaker in Elmhurst, 
> 
Jr.—Did any of the N. Y. clubs have stage talent, or were they at 
least stagestruck? 
naturally carried Rube after the big reception. Then in 1911 | think 
it was he did an act with Blossom Seeley, who was one of the greatest 








| Long Island, by the name of Johnny Russell; he was the son of one of 

| the Russell Bros., one of the greatest’ comedy teams of the 1900's. He 

| wrote a song called “Where the River Shannon Flows.” Not bad. eh? 

for an undertaker. And he'd have a gang in back of the “stiff parlor” 

| (when he didn’t have customers) and we'd harmonize. I sang with ‘em. 
e ts I had a sort of a formaldehyde tenor. . 

| Sr.—wWell, how about onc of the greatest batteries of any club, 

us ayro Christy Mathewson and Chief Meyers of the Giants? Bozeman Bulger, 

° |the great sports writer, wrote them a sketch called “Curves:” May 

Tully was in that one with them. And talk about a real siagestruck 

guy and a great pitcher; he pitched 19 straight wins, was Rube Mar- 

quard. The first act he did was with Annie Kent, a clever gal. She 





Washington, Dec. 27. 
The motion picture industry rep- 
resents nearly half the personnel 
engaged in all branches of amuse- | 


ment in the U. S., and reflects well | singing and dancing gals we ever had on any stage. The act was called 


over half of the payrolls, according | «preaxing the Record.” I remember they introduced a song called the 

in figures “wr -— by the U.S. | “Marquard Glide,” and when Blossom asked Rube ta, sing it alone he 

| Department of Commerce. said, “Well, folks, you wished this on yourselves so I got nerve enough 
The statistics deal with employ- to sing it alone.” And he didn’t do bad either, 

ment and number of business; Jr.—Wasn’t he married to Blossom Seeley? 

establishments which have workers Sr.—Sure. How did you know? 

| covered by Federal social security| Jr.—I read it somewheres. 

for the first quarter of 1948. There, Sr-—Gee, I thought all you read is Varrery. Anyway, she is now 

has been little change since then. married to a great performer, Benny Fields. Then Rube Marquard 
During the report period, ac- | and Blossom did an act called the “Suffragette Pitcher” in which she 

cording to the detailed survey, | made Rube put on a dame’s dress to pitch for her all-girl team. What 

there were 249,780 engaged in the |g howl that was when Big Rube came on in the dress. They worked 

production, distribution and €X- together for a few years and then Rube did an act with Billy Dooley, 











Sr.—Welli, it’s ize Rialto theatre now, but to me it will alwave he . 


q Bill Morris Does It 


hibition of films and in providing one of the famous Dooley family. 
subsidiary services. In the same; Jr.—i thought you said most of the ballplayers liked to sing? 
period, Social Security reported| §r,Sure, how about the Boston Red Sox Quartet? Marty McHale, 
284,758 persons engaged in the Tom “Buck” O’Brien, Hugh Bradley and Bill Lyons? And another 
remainder of amusement. quartet which did an act called “20 Minutes at the Club House.” Bill 
Report on motion pictures came Gleason, George Crable, Tom Dillon and Frank Browning. They sang 
from 13,956 employers with taxable swell too. Hugh Jennings did an act with Ben Smith, “The New Mas- 
payrolls ‘only the share of each cot.” Ben was a good biackface comic. Then in 1913 Old Pop Anson, 
person up to $3,000) of $137.377,- | who was the Dean of Baseball, did a monolog and finished with a dance. 
‘Continued on page 12) | He later had his two beautiful daughters in the act. George Stalling. 
| the “Miracle Man” of baseball did a monolog too. In 1914 Hank Gowdy 
‘(who by the way was the first ballplayer to enlist in the first World 
| TWO FACTORS SN AG War) and Dick Rudolph did an act. And in 1921 a guy you must have 
heard of did a singing act. 
TV A, § AG GABFEST Jr.—You mean the Waite Hoyt that’s on radio as a sports announcer? 
Sr.—Yeh, the same guy. but he comes being stagestruck on the level, 
Projected negotiations between ecause his dad was a fine minstrel man, and who do you think was at 
the newly formed Television ‘he Pian for Waite? 
Authority and the Screen Actors) J®—When? 7: 
Guild for settlement of video Sr.—tiIn 1928. You'll never guess. It was Hildegarde. And she 
jurisdictional problems have been Pl@yed piano for another ballplayer, Mickey Cochran, who also had a 
‘snagged on two details, the meet- Swell voice. A 
ing place and conditions for the| J®—How about Babe Ruth—was he in vaudeville? 
talks. While apparently only tech-| _St—He certainly was and did an act with Wellington Cross. And 
nical problems, these points are | the funny part of it was he didn’t draw them in like Jack Dempsey did. 
‘covering deeper differences and| 4J*—Why wasn’t the Babe popular? 
‘threaten to widen the split between | Sr.—He was the most popular guy in the country. The stagedoor 
the five eastern guilds and the WS jammed with people trying to get a look at him and getting his 
Coast unit. pons pe ap Ry J ony yy — — the theatre. You see. they 
“Re lying to TVA’s invi could see the Babe at the Stadium for 50c so wouldn't go for the $1.50 
further huddles next month, SAG and $2 at the theatre, whereas to see Dempsey you had to pay a lot of 
execs said: “The guild is willing dough when he fought so the buck and a half and two at the boxoffice 
to meet with you anytime to dis-. “— a bargain. 
cuss an eqhal partnersiip or | r.—Did they have any comedians among ballplayers? 
mutual cooperation pact for the Sr.—Sure there was Al Schacht, the Clown Prince of baseball. whe 
protection of all performers in 
television, based on recognition of | 
_two fields of jurisdiction, live and 
film.” TVA has rejected this con- 
dition, declaring that any talks | 
‘must attempt to settle the whole 
dispute “without prejudice” to 
either side’s claims. It’s under- | 
stood, however, that SAG will not 
yield on its insistence that the two | 
fields of jurisdiction must be rec- | 
ognized in advance. 
|. Question of the loc#tion of the | 


_ talks has turned into a coast-to-| 

coast tug-o-war, with SAG pulling 

1d \ eee eeees and TVA for New 
ork. . 





Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 27. 
William Morris, Jr.. did it this 
afternoon (Tues.) at his mother’s 
-home here, Camp Intermission. 
'The bride is Ruth Redding, non- 


_ 6 6pro. 
I! It may be coincidence that Ab 
i, Lastfogel g.m. of 


the Morris 
agency, is also east at this time. , 


is still going strong. He did an act with Nick Altrock, and when A! did 
an imitation of Eddie Leonard singing “Ida” it was a scream. Altrock 
later worked with Germany Schaefer, but it wasn’t as good. And Vernon 

Lefty” Gomez was a funny guy in a talking act; he still is plenty 
funny at banquets. Then there was my little pal Rabbit Maranville, 
who my San. and singing act with Eddy McHugh. And there 
was a “Learning the Game,” played earl and 
Chief Bender. . ey oN 

Jr.—The only baseball players I remember outside of the guys | 
heard on radio baosting wheaties and cigarettes, is about 1934 when | 
saw Dizzy and Daffy Dean at the Roxy. 

Sr.—Yeh, I remember, they got $3,500 a week and the first thing 
Daffy did was kick about their billing. 

Jr—-And I once heard Lippy Durocher at the Lambs Club when 1 
was in the Army; he had a funny monolog. Those were the only ones 
i saw but I heard lots of ‘em on radio who are sports commentators 
like Waite Hoyt, Frankie Frisch (when he was on), Dizzy Dean, ‘Harry 


, Heilman, Gabby Street, Charlie Gerringer. 


Sr.—You know Charlie is a Hall of Fame guy who does color of the 
games in Detroit. And Fred Haney is a sports commentator on the 


Jr.—Gee, I guess you covered them all, Senior. 
. _ 2 ~¥ of it, I a} think I mentioned a monolog by Ty 
, and aithough not a basebal! player, he t belon 
in this list—that’s Ford Frick. _ oat oe 7 f 

Jr.—What did he do? 

Sr.—He was on the radio years ago as a sportscaster and he did an 
act on the bill with me at Keith's Jersey City. I gave him a coupla 


ag Some on fellers, the series is over—you're blocking hume plate. 











| gee \ 
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UPPED-SCALE PIX ERA EN 


Name Top Execs to Accomp Johnston 


To London on New Anglo-US. Pact 


Eric Johnston disclosed yoiee~+ 
aay (Tuesday) tho. names of the Ma- 
tion Picture Assn. of America reps 
who will probably accompany him 
to England early next year to re- 
negotiate the Anglo- U.S. films 
agreement. They are Barney Bala- 
ban. Ned E. Depinet, Joseph H. 
Hazen, Nicholas M. Schenck and 
Spyros Skouras. 

In addition, the Johnston an- 
nouncement stated, he has been in 
contact with Ellis G. Arnall, presi- 
dent of the Society of Independent 
Motion Picture Producers, which 
will name its own delegation. 
SIMPP reps are expected to be 
Arnall and James A. Mulvey, presi- 
dent of Sarhuel Goldwyn Produc- 
tions. Mulvey accompanied John- 
ston to London in March, 1948, to 
negotiate the vriginal agreement. 

Johnston, who is at his home in 
Spokane until next week, stated 
through MPAA headquarters in 
Washington that the five men 
whose names were announced yes- 
terday were “unanimously en- | 
dorsed at informal discussions by 
MPAA company heads at a meet- | 
ing at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
Dec. 14." MPAA topper said he 
would “recommend” the commit- 
tee to the board of the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. for okay at its 
next meeting, probably in mid- 
January. 

MPEA board, when it meets 
next, will also attempt to decide 
on the date of the sessions in Lon- 
don with Harold Wilson, president 
of the Board of Trade. Johnston 
will come to the New York pow- 
wow from Hollywood. He'll go 
there from Spokane next week be- 
fore proceeding east. 


Yank Producer Refutes 
Wanger on Inflated Italo 
Picture-Making Costs. 


Statement by Walter Wanger on 
his return from Europe two weeks 
ago that production in Italy is un- 
reasonably expensive and ineffi- 
cient was contradicted last week by 
Rudy Solmsen, producing partner 
of Ilya Lopert, American distribu- | 
tor and exhibitor of foreign pix. 
Solmsen has just arrived in New 
York after supervising production 
in Italy of a pic tentatively labeled 
“Women of Sabena.” He and 
Lopert are partnered in it with 
New York real estate operators 
Robert Goelet, Sr., and Robert 
Dowling, prez of City Investing Co. 








Solmsen, whose production ex- , 


perience in Italy and France goes 
back long before the war, declared 
that, contrary to Wanger’s asser- 
tion, picture making in Rome is 
both thrifty and efficient. The 
only people who find it otherwise, 
he said, are Americans who come 
in on a one-shot deal. In that case, 
he explained, the Italians figure 
they might as well get as much 
as they can and proceed to do so 
if the producer is not wary. 


On the other hand, if a pro-| 


ducer is known to be planning to 


make films on a continued basis in | 


Italy, Solmsen said, the unions 
and individual actors and workers 


are particularly cooperative in- 


(Continued on page 18) 


PAGNOL ‘BAKER’S WIFE’ 
REMAKE IN ENGLISH 


Motion Picture Sales Corp., in- 
die distribution outfit headed by 
Neil Agnew and Charles L. Casa- 
nave, announced yesterday (Tues- 
day) that it had closed a deal with 
French director Marcel Pagnol to 
make an English version of “The 
Baker's Wife.” Pagnol reportedly 
has huddled with Jose Ferrer to 
play the role held by Raimu in the 
Original 1938 Frenth version and, 
acvording to MPSC, “Ferrer is ex- 
pected to start work on the film 
as soon as he completes his pres- 
ent assignment with Metro.” 

“Baker's Wife,” released in the 
U. S. in 1940, was tremendously 





Successful here for a foreign | 


Suage pic. 





Loew's Presidext - 


Nicholas M. Schenck 


evers 


Cood Pictures Create 
‘Found’ Audiences 


an interesting byline feature in 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


Depinet's Added 


RKO Stock Stake 


In a move to show his confidence 
in RKO’s future, Ned Depinet, 
company prexy, has picked up an 
option on 15,000 shares of RKO 
common at $8 per share. Depinet 
took the step, although the stock is 
only fractionally ahead of the $8 
figure on the New York exchange 
and he could have stalled his de- 
cision until Aug. 2, 1950, when the 
option expires. As it is, he must 
ride along for at least six months 
before selling the shares to permit 
the option to be labelled an invest- 
ment rather than speculation. 

By exercising the option, Depinet 
now holds 35,000 shares of RKO 
common, making him one of the 
largest of minority stockholders. 
Howard Hughes, dominant RKO 
stockholder, has over 900,000 
shares. 

Depinet option, 
Similar ones extended to N. Peter 
Rathvon, former RKO prez, and 
the late Charles W. Koerner, erst- 
while studio head, were created in 
1943 when the trio were given 

(Continued on page 18) 


SMITH DISTRIB CHAIRMAN 


Andy W. Smith, Jr., vice-presi- 
dent and general sales manager 
of 20th-Fox, has been elected 
chairman of the industry's national 
distributors’ committee for 1950. 

He succeeds Abe Montague, Co- 
lumbia sales chief. 














along with | 


‘NO HIKED 8.0 
FMS ON TAP 


That verennial fall feature. the 
recurrent exhib-distrib tiffs over 
advanced admissions which have 
cropped up each September-Octo- 
ber since the war's end, may never 
battle over “Jolson Sings Again.” 
At least those imposed unilaterally, 
are down the drain along with 
block-booking and other decree- 
outmoded practices. 

No other major plans any up- 
coming release at upped prices. 
Columbia is revising its terms on 
“Jolson” so that the pic will un- 
doubtedly be played at regular 
prices when selling renews within 
a week or two. Paramount ts mov- 
ing in a super-careful manner in 
booking “Samson and Delilah” to 
avoid the slightest exhib criticism 
that it inteds to jack up the ad- 
mission scale. 

In preliminary dickerings with 
Par on “Samson,” an expensive pic 
weshiank 
the tilted-scale treatment, bookers 
report that the distrib has made 
no suggestion of raising the price. 


andinariwonauid he giver 


Par has set its terms on first-run | 
bookings of “Samson” at 70°. from | 


the first dollar but with that ratio 
goes a guarantee that 10°% of the 
gross will remain in an exhib’s 
pockets as net profit. Guarantee 
makes it unnecessary for an exhib 
to hoist his b.o. scales for a prof- 
itable booking. 

Par makes no bones over the 
fact that it welcomes a tilted seale 
on the film. However, no sugges- 
tion of a raise is made in talks. 
When the subject is brought up by 
an exhib, distrib accepts forthwith 
the saving precautionary remark: 
“Remember, you're suggesting it, 
not us.” 

The reactions which met Col in 


(Continued on page 18) 


WHAT DOES JERRY WALD 
DO IN HIS SPARE TIME 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Jerry Wald, the busiest producer 
on the Warner Bros. lot, now has 
his credit line on seven completed 
pix te be released during 1950. 





Wald this week has wound up cut- | 


ting, scoring and previewing on 
‘“Young Man With a Horn,” 
“Caged,” “Inspector General” and 
|“The Perfect Strangers.” Lensing 
on three other pix. “Storm Cen- 
ter,” “The Victim’ and “Glass 
Menagerie,” has also been finished 
this week. 
| “Horn” 
| Bacall) may go into Radio City Mu- 
| sie Hall, N. Y. 


























DING? 











(Kirk Douglas-Lauren | 


Warners, Govt. in Decree Duel Over 





Spyros Skouras 
writes 
On Building New 
Audiences, and TV's 
Relation to The 
Film B.O. 


. 7. * 


an interesting editorial feature in the 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 











Russe rin Deal 


Due for Revise 


Revision of the American in- 
dustry’s deal for sale of films to 
Russia is foreseen in the comment 
by Irving Maas, v.p. and general 
manager of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn., upon his return to New 
York from Moscow last week. 


“I am optimistic that our films 


»will be shown in Russia in the not 


too distant future,” he declared, 
reserving further explanation until 
he has reported on his mission to 
the MPEA board. That will prob- 
ably be some time next week. 


Maas’ optimism and the fact that 
further action waits on the decision 
of the MPEA directorate makes it 
appear certain that the Yank film 
exec worked out a compromise 
with the Soviet. Original deal, 
which has been stalled virtua'yy 
since it was closed by Eric John- 
ston in Moscow in October, 1948, 
called for purchase of a minimum 
of 20. films at $50,000 each for a 
total of $1,000,000. 


Soviet pix execs, after reviewing 
titles of some 200 films offered by 
the MPEA and looking at almost 
50 prints, declared that there was 
apparently a misunderstanding by 
the Americans of the original deal. 
They offered to buy three of four 
pix and at a price believed beiow 
the $50,000. 

That offer was transmitted to the 
MPEA board via Louis Kanturek, 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Number of Theatres to Be Divested 


+ Warner Bros. and the Dept. of 


Justice have hit on agreement in 
divorcement ot the company’s 
chain from the production-distri- 
bution company, but the real rub 
lies ahead on the question of 
divestiture. There is sharp dis- 
agreement on the number of thea- 
tres to be suld by the WB circuit 
before it gets the Government nod. 


Extended negotiations are ex- 
pected on the issue, with the Gov- 
ernment insisting that a large block 
of houses be unloaded to open 
competitive situations. Both par- 
ties are driving to come to terms 
before Jan. 17 when hearings on 
the decree are renewed before the 
N. Y. federal district court. Un- 
less an agreement is reached be- 
fore that date, the entire deal will 
become tougher to make, it is re- 
liably said. 

Warner consent to the Govern- 


ment demand that the three 
brothers. .Harrv. Jack and Maiar 
Albert Warner, remain in one 


branch or the other, as a single 
unit, puts the kibosh on recent 
efforts of Spyros and Charles P. 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prez and head of 
National respectively, to divide 
their activities in a 20th consent 
decree. Understood that the 
Skourases made this proposition 
to the Government in addition to 
several others. U. S. Attorney 
General Howard McGrath is re- 


(Continued on page 14) 


Shuberts, Principally, 
Support Stockholder’s 
Suit vs. Par-Balaban 


Decision on the proposed settle- 
ment of minority stockholder suits 
against Paramount and Barney 
Balaban, company prez, is expect- 
ed this week in view of the terms 
of the compromise. In a hearing 
before N. Y. Fedetal Judge Syives- 
ter Ryan which ended last week, 
little opposition was generated to 
the plan. Chief opponent was the 
Shubert Theatre interests, repped 
by attorney John Lund, who saw 
no reason for extending a three- 


(Continued on page 14) 
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March of Time's ‘Specials’ for Higher 
Rentals; Cut 2-Reelers to 8-a-Year 


Inability to do more than break¢ 
even financially on its former meth- 


od of operation has led March of 
Time to make a sweeping change 
of policy. Richard de Rochemont, 
MOT prexy. disclosed last week. 
Outfit is cutting its regular two- 


reelers from 13 a year to eight and 
is substituting a couple of one-hour 
specials for which it hopes to cre- | 


ate a new fealurciie aT Ket. 


Move is more or less on the ex- 


perimental side as yet, with the 
first of the new six-reel document- 
aries, “The Golden '20s,” slated for 
screening in mid-January. A nos- 
talgic piece, reviving much of the 


music and showing many of the | 


people and events of the lively 10- 
year period in American history, 
de Rochemont sees it as a strong 
supporting feature for the dual- 
lers and a top-billed item in se- 
lected situations. 

If it and the second documentary 
featurette, “India,” which is now 
being edited for release in April, 
prove successful, MOT will push 
ahead with the plan to bite into 
the U. S. double-feature market. It 
will mean production of approxi- 
mately the same number of reels 
per year as when the organization 
was making 13 regular MOT re- 
leases. 

The advantage of the switch, as 
de Rochemont sees it, is that it of- 
fers the possibility of substantial 
profits if MOT can come up with 
an occasional sock item. 

Can’t Get Lon« on Shorts 

“The market for shorts is such,” 
producer explained, “that whether 
we turn out a great release or an 
ordinary one, it means a difference 
of less than 10% in income. Ex- 
hibitors just won't pay any more 
for shorts and not a sufficient num- 

(Continued on page 18) 


PAR CONTINUES PUSH 





TO REACQUIRE STOCK 


Stock retirement drives by three 
major companies were shoved 
along in the past 30 days with Par- 
amount leading the parade. Par 


picked up another 12,700 shares of 


its own common to bring its total 
holdings to 1,036,615. These shares 
plus additional stock bought on 


the New York exchange during the 


last few days of the year will be 


retired when Par splits into two 


companies Jan. 1. 


During the same stretch, Colum- 
bia acquired an additional 870 
shares of its own cumulative pre- 
ferred stock. Col now holds 2,570 
shares of this limited issue in a> 
campaign ultimately to retire spe- 
At the same time, Uni- 
versal has bought 60 shares of its 
preferred and pow 
holds a total of 3,280 in its treas- 


cial stocks. 
cumulative 


ury. 


No activity in the same direc- 
tion was evidenced by 20th-Fox in 
the same 30-day stretch. Twentieth 
had previously been pushing buy- 
ups of both its preferred bracketed 


stock. 


With the cost of its shares av- 
has 
planked out a total of $24,928,000 
to pick up its common over the 
Its capital struc- 
ture has been reduced by one- 
seventh during the period with an 
estimated saving of $3,799,158 in 


eraging $24.06, Paramount 


past two years. 


dividends. 


Richard Todd in U. S. 





For Warner Film 


Richard Todd, star of Warners’ | 


British-made “The Hasty Heart,” 
foes to the Coast Saturday (31) 
following his arrival in New York 
Monday (26) on the Queen Eliza- 
beth. On a loanout from Asso- 
ciated British Pictures, to which 
he’s under contract, the actor will 
appear in the upcoming Warner 
film, “Lightning Strikes Twice.” 
Henry Blanke is producing and 
King Vidor will direct. No starting 
date as yet has been set. 

Also arriving on the Elizabeth 
was Jack Segal, veepee and treas- 
urer of Columbia Pictures Interna- 
tional Corp. He had been abroad 


nine months surveying the conti- , 


nental market. Among other in- 
coming passengers were Kathleen 
Ferrier, British contralto; column- 
ist Walter Lippmann and French 
comedian Andre Rainbourg. Mrs. 
Irwin Dash came in for a two- 
month visit with her daughter, 
Marjorie Fine, local rep of Dash- 
Connelly Music of London. 








Vet Chicage Sun-Times 
Columnist 
Irv Kupeinet 
detoils why 
Chi Is a No. 1 Dateline 
To This Loophound 


* . 7. 


an interesting byline feature in the 
upcoming 
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New UP Shapes 
As Big Par Buyer 


The new United Paramount cir- 
cuit will operate in the same de- 
centralized 











of product for the various territo- 
rial chains that make up the giant 
circuit will be handled in the field 
by Par’s erstwhile film buyers in 
the same manner as heretofore. 
Homeoffice staff will operate main- 
ly as a supervising force. 

While UP is already lining up 
product as far ahead now as late 


February, no change is apparent in | 
Para- 
mount product, for instance, is go- | 


its booking policy to date. 


ing into the same theatres as pre- 
viously and at approximately the 
same terms. It is likely that UP 
will continue as the best customer 
of the production-distribution unit. 

Naming of George M. Aurelius 
to replace Harry L. Nace and 
Harry L. Nace, Jr., as head of the 
new Arizona Paramount Corp. is in 
line with the decentralized policy. 
Paramount-Nace, circuit covering 
Arizona, was recently broken up 
when the Naces terminated their 
partnership with Par. Aurelius 
takes over to act as local topper 
for the chain. He has been city 
manager for Par in Phoenix since 
1946. 


Masterpiece’s $750,000 
Damage Suit vs. UA 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Masterpiece Productions, Inc., last 
week filed a $750,000 damage suit 
in Federal court here against 
United Artists Corp. Action claim~ 
UA failed to account for Master- 
piece’s share of the income derived 
from distribution of some 38 fea- 
tures and also contends that the 
plaintiff's copyright interests and 
proprietary rights in these films 
were violated. 

It's further alleged that UA did 
not give a “full and accurate” ac- 
counting, and improperly distrib- 
uted the 38 pix after Feb. 14, 
1947. Masterpiece, according to 
the complaint, acquired exclusive 
license to the product in dispute 
from its predecessors which previ- 
ously acquired the rights from UA. 
Magnus Films, Inc., Masterpiece’s 
prior licensee, was named a co- 
plaintiff without its consent when 
it refused to participate in the suit. 








Hartford Gives His Agcy. 


| To Mgr. Meyer Mishkin | 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Huntington Hartford turned over 
his talent agency to his manager, 
Meyer Mishkin, as a Christmas 
gift. with a full interest in 40 
clicnts. 

Hartford, heir to a hunk of the 
A & P millions, is about to become 
a film producer. Under the Screen 
Actors Guild ruling, he can’t be a 
ane and an agent at the same 

me. 





M-G SIGNS SINGER 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Metro has signed sirger Paula 
Drew, of the Detroit Civic Light 
Opera Co., to a term contract. 
Deal was made after studio 
execs saw Technicolor test made 
some time ago by Walter Wanger. 


way as its predeces- | 
sor. it has been learned. Bookings | 


Art Buchwald 


| The Spirit of Paris 


New Par Co.’s Slate 


ly-birthed 

tion company which kicks off 
Jan. 1, has named the officers 
to head up the company until 
the first annual meet of stock- 
holders. Announced lineup in- 
cluded no surprises. Top-eche- 


Adolph Zukor; chairman of ex- 
ecutive committee, Stanton 
Griffis; vice-presidents, /Y. 
Frank Freeman, Henry Gins- 
berg, Austin C. Keough, Paul 
Raibourn: treasurer, Fred 
* Mohriarai; secPeiary, Austin 
C. Keough; ass't secretaries, 
Russell Holman, Jacob UH. 
Karp, Louis A. Novins. 


Special post was created for 
Alfred W. Schwalberg, former 
distribution veepee. Schwal- 
berg becomes prez of Para- 
mount Film Distributing Corp., 
wholly-owned subsid. E. K. 
(Ted) O'Shea is veepee of the 
same outfit. Dual operation at 
the studio continues with Gins- 
berg designated veepee and 
general manager; Freeman 
veepee at the Coast studio. 

New board has three new 
members, Mohrhardt,  Rai- 
bourn and Weltner. Others, 
all current incumberts, are 
Balaban, Freeman, Zukor, 
Keough, wiffis, Raibourn, 
Stephen Callaghan, Harvey D. 
Gibson, A. Conger Goodyear, 
Duncan G. Harris, John D. 
Hertz, Earl I. McClintock, 
Maurice Newton and Edwin L. 
Weisl. 


Same Technique 
For Alex Paal's 








Pie as 'S Cities’ 


“Tale of Five Cities,” full-length 
feature made in five different Eu- 
ropean capitals, represents a de- 
parture from traditional methods 
of film financing according to its 
producer, Alexander Paal, who 
turned out the picture in associ- 
ation with Boris Morros and Mau- 
rice Wilson. Final print is expect- 
ed to be ready in January and it's 
possible that Selznick Releasing 
Organization will handle U. S. dis- 
tribution. 


Paal, who recently arrived in 
'New York, stated that he saved a 
_ bundle of coin through 2 technique 
of making “Five Cities” in as many 
individual sequences. Each of 
these scenes were made by film 
companies in the different capitals 
on their own in return for local 
distribution rights to the complet- 
ed picture. Participating in the 
venture were Gloria Films, Paris: 
Real Films, Berlin; Fincine Films, 
Rome; Sacha Films and Cziffra 
Films, Vienna, and Grand National 
Pictures of London. 


These film companies entirely 
financed their individual 20-min- 
ute sequence, arranged for the 
scripting and handled all details 
cennected with actual production. 
Paal contributed the raw stock, 
paid for traveling expenses and 
supplied Bonar Colleano  ‘bor- 
rowed from Rank) as the star. Be- 
fore the five sequences went be- 
fore the cameras, he also conferred 
with each company on the story 
| framework in order that each 
jae might be tied together as a 
| unit. 
' Paal’s shooting scheme on “Five 
_ Cities” used no frozen money, and 
'in addition he faces no future re- 
'mittance problem when the pic- 
ture is released in Europe for he’s 


(Continued on page 14) 
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Local Theatre Jurisdiction Key To 
Labor Dept, NLRB Diverse Stands | 








Indiana ATO Prez 
Trueman T. Rembusch 





| 


Nov. Pic Divvy 


Is of the opinion that 
More Want-to-See Pictures 
* Plus Face-Lifting of 
Theatres Are Most Surefire 
B.O. Hypos 


om . 7” 


one of the many editorial features 
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Down to $120,000 


Washington, Dec. 27. 





November, normally one of the 
worst months in the issuance of 
film industry dividends, proved 
extra bad this year, according to 
| Department of Commerce figures. 

The thin share allocated to 
stockholders was only $120,000, 
| worse even than the $215,000 divi- 


dend of 1948. This pushed 1949, 


| still another notch back of 1948 in 
»- care of the stockholders. 


Last year the 1l-month melon 
'was a hefty $46,948,000. This year, 
|for the same period the dividend 
| aggregated only $33,718,000. 


Commerce Department points 
out that these are the publicly re- 
ported dividends, which normally 


dividends issued in an industry. 


Actor Joe Anthony Sells 
Metro Unproduced Play 


Broadway and Hollywood actor 
Joseph Anthony, who played his 
first screen role for Metro eight 
years ago, sold the same studio 
his first play last week. Legiter, 
which will be filmed by Metro 
without benefit of a Broadway pro- 
duction, is labeled “Some of the 
Sky.” It had a summer theatre 
tryout a couple years ago. 

Anthony closed iast week in 
“Montserrat,” Lillian Hellman play 
at the Fulton, N. Y. He was also 
recently in the John Garfield star- 
rer, “Skipper Next to God,” and 
teaches acting technique at the 
American Theatre Wing. He was 
under contract to RKO and Metro 
before going into the Army and 
appeared in Dore Schary’s M-G 
production of “Joe Smith, Ameri- 
can.” It was Schary who last week 
bought his play. 

Agenting the sale was Larney 
Goodkind, former chief of Univer- 
sal’s eastern story department, 
who recentiy went into literary 





10°-ing. Goodkind also, during the | 


past week, closed a deal with 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce for publica- 


next book, “The Agony in the Kin- 
dergarten.” It will be published in 
March. It’s Steig’s seventh book of 
drawings, the last one having been 
publishe in 1947. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Mort Blumenstock 
Phil Brown 

| miley Burnette 

Ed Cashman 

Phil Cochran 

Hume Cronyn 








Vie Damone 
John Garfield 
Gayle Gitterman 
Thomas Gomez 
Joe Kaufman 
Arthur Kennedy 
Peter Lawford 
Patrice Munsel 


| Joe Newman 


Gregory Peck 
Jane Russell 
Irene M. Selznick 
Lee Strahorn 
Colleen Townsend 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Richard Aldrich 
Jose Ferrer 
Phyllis Hill 
Carleton Smith 





Straus . 








'dent-setting and may wind up in 
‘the Federal courts for a test of the 


represent from 60 to 65% of all | 





Washington, Dec. 27. 


The Federal "s two 
big labor — the - 
ment of Labor and the Na I 


Labor Relations Board—have taken 
an exactly opposite stand here on 
whether they have any control over 
local theatres. In its interpretation 
of the recently passed amendments 
to the Wage and Hour Law, the 
Department of Labor, the adminis- ' 
tering body, has ruled that iiea- | 
tres are local service units like 
bookblack stands and corner groc- | 
ery stores, and therefore are not | 
subject to Federal regulation. | 

But in a case last week, the La- | 
bor Relations Board decided that | 
it had jurisdiction over any single 
theatre of an interstate chain. 
Case, dealing with labor bargain- 
ing rights at Balaban & Katz's 
Princess theatre, Toledo, is prece- 





agency's authority. If the NLRB 
view is upheld, it means that the 
Government is moving in on a 
wide front in the entertainment 
field. 

Several thousand motion picture 
theatres across the nation are parts 
of interstate chains. These houses 
are not only operated by the major 
distributors but also by large in- 
dependents such as the Schine and 
Griffith circuits, and many small 
independent exhibitors who may 
have two or three theatres in one : 
state and one more in the adjacent 
state. 

Since these interstate chains are 
in direct competition with intra- 
state circuits and with single inde- 
pendently owned house, they are 
wondering in Washington how long 
it will be before NLRB decides to 

(Continued on page 14) 


CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
TO DIRECT 3 FILMS 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Claudette Colbert got her long- 
expressed desire as a Christmas 
gift. Actress wanter to be a film 
director, and now she is. She 
signed to direct three pictures for 
the Skirball-Manning independent 
company. 

Only other femme director work- 
ing at present is Ida Lupino. 


Brandt Assumes Ex-V.P. 
Elson’s Trans-Lux Duties 


Switchover of the Trans-Lux 
theatre circuit from newsreels to 
features in most of its houses has 
resulted in the departure of Nor- 
man W. Elson as v.p. in charge of 
operations. Elson will not be re- 
placed. 

New York circuit operator Harry 
Brandt, major stockholder in the 
Trans-Lux chain, wili have his of- 
fice assume the duties formerly 
handled by Elson. These now con- 
sist mainly of buying and booking, 
for which Brandt's setup is well- 
equipped, since it performs that 
function for a large number of in- 
die houses aside from Brandt's 
own. 

Each of the Trans-Lux houses is 
controlled by a separate corpora- 

















tion, which will to Brandt 
tion of cartoonist William Steig’s | pay a fee to 


equal to the share it previously 
contributed to Elson’s salary. Elson 
was formerly film buyer and gen- 
eral manager of the Brandt circuit. 
He continues to hold 2 block of 
stock in the parent Trans-Lux cor- 


_ poration. 





N. Y. to Europe 
David Brooks 
Dane Clark 
Jacqueline Delubac 
Milton Pickman 
Francoise 
Siegfried Stein 


Europe to N. Y. 


Joe E. Brown 
Jacqueline Charlivels 
Ann Corio 

Harry d’Arrast 

Chloe Elmo 
Kathleen Ferrier 
Walter Lippmann 
Herschel McCoy 
Menahem Pressier | 
Andre Rainbourg 
Jack Segal 

Uday Shankar 
Kenneth Spencer 
Mare Spiegel 
Richard Todd 
Bob Williams 
Hyman Zahl 
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U.S. May Step Into RKO-Met Theatres 


With Reade Easing 


Scrap; Battle 


In its current hassle with thea-¢ 
tre partners, RKO is considering 
a tactical move which can result 
in the eppointment of a Dept. of 
Justice representative to sit on 
the board of directors of the Met- 
ropolitan Playhouses. The major 
may go into court before Feb. 16 
and deposit its minority stock hold- 
ings in that big New York circuit 
with the Federal bench for ad- 
ministration. Should the step, cur- 
rently under consideration, be 
taken, the D of J would undoubt- 
edly insist that its representative 
or one of the court’s be named to 
the Metropolitan board. 

So far the major has been un- 
able to arrive at any sort of amica- 
ble deal with other stockholders 
of the Gotham chain. Those inter- 
ests are held mainly by the 
United Artists. Theatres circuit 
and George, Spyros and Charles 
P. Skouras. Request by RKO for 
the Metropolitan board to take 
the necessary legal steps which 
would permit RKO to sell its stock 
to the public has been nixed. 

Change in RKO’s tactics is a) 
result of suddenly renewed talks | 
between the company and Walter | 
Reade aimed at an amicable break- 
up of their joint holdings in the 
Trenton-New Brunswick theatre 
circuit. Because of this develop- 
ment, Ned Depinet, RKO’s prez, 

(Continued on page 16) 
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M-C Getting Away From — 
It All; Eastern Sneaks | 
For ‘Real’ Audience Feel 


Metro has inaugurated a new- 
type of hush-hush sneak preview 
for the east in which the only 
people present outside the regular 
audience is a handful of techni- 
cians connected with the pic. 
Sneak is generally held on an 
early rofigh cut of the print before 
soundtrack and visual part of the 
negative have been fused. Com- 
pany recently flew in its cutter 
and film editor for “Key to the 
City” for a screening in an ob-| 
scure Long Island house. 

Cutter flew in twice for “Battle- | 
ground” before final editing. “In-| 
truder in the Dust” was sneaked 
in Astoria. Only recent exception | 
was “Stars in My Crown.” Al- 
though this screening was under 
blankets so far as the press was 
concerned, Metro invited a num-— 
ber of ministers to attend and give 
their reactions. Film centers on 
the ministry. 

Increased use of eastern sneaks | 
by Metro stems from a dissatis- 
faction with preview-wise Coast 
audiences. Entire operation is 
viewed as a technical means of 
improving the pic rather than an 
occasion for backslapping the pro- 
ducer, director and others involved 
in production. 


| 


FP-CANADIAN TAKING 
OVER WINDSOR’S SEXTET 


Windsor, Can., Dec. 27. | 

Famous Players-Canadian cir- 
cuit, Paramount affiliate in the | 
Dominion, is taking over the six 
theatres of Paramount Windsor in 
a deal being closed next week. 
Simon Meretsky, FPC partner in 
the Windsor group, and his asso- 
ciate C. H. Merritt, are selling 
their part interest in five of the 
SIX gases to the parent chain. 
Sixth house, the Palace, owned in 
toto by Meretsky & Merritt, is be- 
ing leased by FPC for 15 years. 

Actual inking of papers and_ 
transfer of the houses will be put 
through Monday (2). Meretsky, 
Operator of the six-theatre chain, | 
Stays on as adviser until Jan. 15. 
Now aged 70, he plans retirement 
from the theatre business. 

Five houses affected by the sale | 
are the Capitol, Tivoli, Empire, | 
Park and Centre, all.in Windsor. 
Negotiations were cooking several | 
years ago when FPC conditioned 
the purchase on Meretsky staying 
Om as supervisor of the chain. | 
Meretsky nixed the condition. 











Universal’s President 


Nate Blumberg 
accents the need for 
More Exhib-Distrib 
Co-op in the Field 


one of the many interesting byline 
features in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 
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Out Next Week 





‘sentation of Rank’s 


|rently playtng 


‘ners” at the Art. 








H ‘| ali M d 
ot itatian-Made 
Version of MG 

Postman in Suit 
Another obstacle to the possibil- 
ity of release in this country of the 
Italian-made “Obsessione,” alleged 
to be an authorized version of Met- 
ro’s “The Postman Always Rings 
Twice,” was disclosed last week. 
Metro and the producers of a 
French version of the James M. 
Cain novel are jointly filing a suit 
in Rome against the Italian pro- 


ducers, charging plagiarism and 
asking for an accounting of profits. 


Italian pic was made in 1939 by | 
G. Musso and directed by Luchin | 
Visconti. American rights were 
bought a couple of years ago by In- 
ternational Counseling Co., headed 
by Germaine Gosseler and David 
Pelham. They gave an option to 
Joseph Burstyn to handle U. S. dis- 
tribution, but he has made no ef- 
fort to release the pic because of 
Metro's threat to sue. 











BAD QUALITY 
CUES BRUSHOFF 


In the course of looking around 
for likely indie product for dis- 
tribution in the coming year, film 


‘execs are running into an increas- | 


ing amount of finished pix of un- 
believably bad quality. There is a 
raft of celluloid available at most 
any terms, these execs report, but 
the stuff generally is so poorly 
made as to be unusable for the- 
atrical purposes. 


Hollywood dissidents and misfits , 


from both eastern and western 
studios apparently are still able to 
raise outside coin for pet pic proj- 
ects, if the amount of features cur- 
rently being proffered to distribs 
are any test. In the past few 
months, a flock of off-key quality 
pix have been offered, with the coin 
behind these features coming from 
all sorts of aspiring but innocent 
invaders into the film biz. 

One pic now making the rounds 
with no chance of legitimate dis- 
tribution was bankrolled by a 
Carolina family that amassed its 
fortune in clams. Others stem 
from opulent sheepherders, oil en- 
trepreneurs and cattle men. Al- 
though wise to the ways of the in- 
dustry, exhibs are a familiar 
target for disgruntled Hollywood- 


ians who know best how to put to- | 


gether a pic. 

Distrib execs who have sat 
through some of the worst epics 
ever to hit a projection screen 
(and rarely a theatre) are wonder- 

(Continued on page 18) 


No 20th Replacement 
For Lyman Munson, Who 
Resigned as Brit. Chief 


With foreign currency devalua- 





K MAVERICK PIX 











MPAA President 


Eric Johnston 
is of the opinion that 
Projecting the American 
Idea Around the World 
Makes U. S. Pix a Very 
| Worthwhile Export Biz 
— * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 











King’s Men’ Top 
‘Film; N.Y, Critics 
| Also Select Stars 


In one of the hottest balloting 
‘sessions since its formation, the 


New York Film Critics named Co- 
lumbia’s “All the King’s Men” as 
|the “best picture of the year” at its 
15th annual meeting yesterday 
(Tues.) at American Newspaper 
Guild headquarters in N. Y. Fail- 
ing to attain the two-thirds major- 
| ity required in the first five ballots, 
| “King’s Men” won top honors by a 
\simple majority the sixth time 
around. Seventeen critics, repping 
10 N. Y. dailies, gave nine votes to 


Selznick-Korda Hassle May End In 
Suit; Latter Also Tiffmg Goldwyn 


j Battle between David O. Selz- 


nick and Sir Alexander Korda over 
terms of their co-production deal 
in England, which was thought to 
have been settled, has broken out 
afresh. As a result, Korda is re- 
fusing to deliver a negative of “The 
Third Man” to Selznick and plans 
for U. S. distribution will probably 
be delayed. 


The British producer’s dispute 
with Samuel Goldwyn on the lat- 
ter’s refusal to accept “Return 
of Pimpernei,” which they jointly 
produced, also remains in the air. 
Both the Selznick and Goldwyn 
feuds are expected to develop into 





a welter of suits and countersuits 
in this country and England. 


Selznick has only four prints of 
the Carol Reed film, “The Third 
Man.” This presumably will per- 
mit him to go ahead with the U. S. 
preem, which is set for the Victoria 
theatre, N. Y., Jan. 18. However, 
it has already been pushed back 
from Jan. 5, presumably because 


|of the battle between the two pro- 


| ducers. 


Possibility is seen that 
Korda may seek an injunction or 


'take other steps to hold up the 


American showing, since he claims 
that Selznick has broken his con- 
tract. 

Dispute was supposedly all set- 
tled three weeks ago, after Selznick 


| has sent attorney Milton Kramer to 


|“King’s Men,” five to “Intruder in | 


tion trimming the ithe Dust” (Metro) and three to 
panies’ aollen 4. -y or. “Fallen Idol,” the latter a Korda 
tightening of both production and | ‘British) production released in 
distribution overseas is in the ‘he U. S. by Selznick. 

works. First step in that direction | Similar splits marked the nam- 
was taken last week by 20th-Fox, ing of the best director, actor and 
with its decision not to replace actress of the year, with only “The | 
Lyman Munson, who resigned as Bicycle Thief” (Mayer-Burstyn re- 


Rudy Solmsen, partner in Gladi- 20th production chief in England. lease of Vittorio De Sica’s Italian 
production) copping top honors on > 


ator Films, which made the author- | 
‘ized French version in 1938, ar- some 


rived in the U. S. last week. His 
pard in Gladiator was Charles 
(Continued on page 16) 


SUIT THREATENS PHILLY 





Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Anti-trust suit that challenges 
the entire Philly system of clear- | 
ances and runs was filed here today | 
‘Tues.) in the Federal district 
court against the eight majors by 
A.M. Ellis Theatres and Gap Co. | 
operators of the Erlen theatre. | 
Plaintiffs are demanding treble 
damages of $1,108,800 and the 
right to play product day-and-date, 
first-run, with the downtown de- 
luxe houses. Demand for the run 
was made previously and nixed by 
the distribs. 

Erlen theatre is in the West Oak 
Lane section of Philly, suburban 
area far from the downtown 
flickeries. Because of this, plain- 
tiffs assert that the theatre is not 
in competition with the deluxers 
and should not be forced to follow 
them by 21-28 days. 

Should Erlen theatre upset the 
clearance, entire Phi'ly area and 
its distant suburban houses would 
be radically affected. 


N. Y. HIT BY BALLET PIX 


Ballet-conscious New York is 
currently getting its fill of en- 
trechats. Beside the long-run pre- 
“The Red 
Shoes” at the Bijou, there are no 
less than three ballet shorts cur- 
the art house 








circuit. . 

They are “Satin Slippers” at the 
Riviera with “The Facts of Love, 
“Birth of a Ballet” with “Fame ts 
the Spur” at the Little CineMet 
and “Ballets des Santons” (“The 
Nativity”) with “Saints and Sin- 


While devaluation will 
difference in the 


make 
total 


'the first baliot as the best foreign 


| volume of frozen currency, though language entry. Carol Reed, Brit- | 


London from New York to nego- 

tiate revisions in the deal. Kramer 

left Robert Dann, Selznick’s staff 
(Continued on page 12) 


Metro-Deutsch Still 
Anxious to Loosen UA’s 
Grip on ‘Innocence’ 


Metro is still anxious to acquire 
from Armand Deutsch rights to 
Taylor Caldwell’s 1946 best-seller, 
“This Side of Innocence,” if 
Deutsch succeeds in his continuing 
efforts to clear a number of 
hurdles to the deal. Topper is the 
figure of $100,000 that prexy Grad 
Sears has named as the price for 
release by United Artists of its 
—_— commitment to distribute the 

Almost as big a stumbling block 





effecting American earnings main- ish director, was named the best in is the 10°% interest in the film’s 


ly when they are converted into his category for his work in “Fall-| profits held by the author. 


She 


dollars for remitting,, it is still re- en Idol” on the sixth ballot, obtain- | received $100,000 in cash plus the 
sponsible for curbing foreign pro-|ing 11 votes to six for Clarence | percentage for the screen rights 


duction plans. Twentieth produc- 
tion veepee Darryl F. Zanuck has 


‘Brown, who megged “Intruder.” 
Other directors in the 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Xmas Holiday Booms Trade—‘Lover’ Stays First; 
‘Foxes’ Close Second; ‘Rib,’ ‘Affair’ Next 


National upswing already is un- 
derway and promises to hit unusu- 
ally high figures in present stanza. 
Many houses reflect the resuits of 
pre-holiday blues in first three or 
four days of their current week but 
in such cities as New York and 
Philadelphia the upbeat was so big 
it is giving the nation-wide biz pic- 
ture a rosy hue. 

Bob Hope's “Great Lover” (Par) 
still is pacing field, with its mildest 
week rated hefty, and most of 
them big to terrific. Close behind 
in second is “Prince of Foxes” 
(20th), which has the benefit of 
$150,000 being garnered at big 
N. Y. Roxy. 

“Adam's Rib” (M-G) is third 
while “Holiday Affair” (RKO) is 
due to finish fourth. Another Metro 
newcomer, “Ambush,” is pushing 
ahead to fifth position. “Lady 
Takes Sailor’ (WB) is sixth, “On 
the Town” (M-G), seventh, and 
“Bagdad” (U), eighth. Runner-up 
films are “Bride for Sale’ (RKO) 
and “All King’s Men” (Col). 

“Town” finished higher than 
seventh in actual money but had 
the big heip of a record-breaking 
week of $172,000 or better at vast 
N. Y. Music Hall, where it now is 
in third week. 

Way out in front among the 


|mewcomers is “Samson and Deli- 


lah” (Par), playing its two initial 
dates at N. Y. Paramount and 
Rivoli. Cecil B. DeMille epic is 


| in 


when they were acquired by the 


running Deutsch-Hal Horne Story Produc- 
SYSTEM OF CLEARANCE said repeatedly that the amount of were Robert Rossen (“King’s tions unit four years ago. 
(Continued on page 18) (Continued on page 16) 


Metro 
will go for no “partners” in its 
profits and the author is under- 
stood to be asking $100,000 to re- 
linquish her percentage agreement. 

Producer Stanley Kramer, who 
was a minor partner in Story Pro- 
ductions, also owns a 5% interest 
“Innocence” profits and has 


| been serving as the middleman to 


break the impasse so that he can 
realize something out of his share. 
He is understood to have suc- 


setting a new all-time high for ceeded in getting Sears to reduce 


Par flagship at $132,000 and is also 
smash at Riv. “Foolish Heart” 
(RKO) promises strong returns on 
basis of its first playdates in two 
L. A. theatres. 

| “Dancing in Dark” (20th) looms 
disappointingly in Washington and 
only fairly well in Minneapolis. 
“12 O'clock High,” from same com- 
pany, is smash on L. A. teeoff for 
biggest money there this week. 
“Inspector General” (WB), which 
comes into N. Y. Strand this stanza, 
is great in Philly. “Pirates of 
Capri” (EL), while trim in N. Y., 
is good in Washington and fair in 
Chicago. “The Heiress” (Par), cir- 
culating more extensively 
round, is rated great in Philly and 
good in Providence. 

“Fallen Idol” (SRO) is doing 
okay currently in Chi and Philly. 
*“Crooked Way” (UA) looms mild in 
Cincinnati. 

“Sands of Iwo Jima” 
which opens in N. Y. this week, 
continues socko in second San 





| 


'checking bureau, 


(Continued on page 16) 


FTC DROPS PROBE ON 
CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

After a sweeping investigation 
into Confidential Reports, Inc., ma- 
jor distribs’ jointly - operated 
Federal Trade 
Commission has dropped all fur- 
ther proceedings. CRI has been 
notified of the decision that the 
FTC “does not contemplate fur- 





ther proceedings in this matter.” 


this | 


Action by the FTC tosses out a 
number of complaints by exhibs 
that CRI permitted the exchange 
of information among majors on 
gross figures in particular theatres. 
Several exhib organizations main- 


{tained that CRI's formation was a 
(Rep), | violation of the monopoly laws. 


| 


In airing its decision, FTC ruled 
there was no point in proceeding 


Francisco session. “Red Danube” | further on the basis of facts dis- 


(M-G), sturdy in Minneapolis, is | closed in its probe. 
| started early in 1949. In the course 


strong on Montreal second frame. 


Investigation 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on of it, entire operation of CRI came 


Pages 8). 


‘under review. 



















time. 84 MINS. 
Joe Norson 
Ellen Norson 
Georgie Garsel ay a 
Capt. Walter Anderson. ...... 





Harriet Sinton.............+ Jean Hagen 
rrr Paul Harvey 
Victor Backett......... . Edmon Ryan 
Stanley Simon ...... ; Charles McGraw 
Nick Drumman . Ed Max 
Lucille “Lucky” Colner... Adele Jergens 
Larry Giff ; ... Harry Bellaver 
Harold Simpson ......... Whit Bissell 
Gus Heldon ..«ee.. Sohn Gallaudet 
Mrs. Malby Esther Somers 
Mr. Maiby Harry Antrim 

Cutside of semme-spectacular air 


footage of New York's skyline and 
streets; neat performances by three 
newcomers from the legit stage; 
and a fairly exciting chase to cli- 
max it, Metro’s “Side Street” has 
very little to offer. Attempt to get 
at the roots of the big city and its 
people is seen in semi-documen- 
tary style of approach. It never 
reaches that emotional-pitch where- 
by the spectator can settle back 
and become engrossed in it. Film’s 
b.o. is handicapped by lack of 
name-power. A dualer. 

Most cf film’s many weaknesses 
can be directly traced to a poorly 
constructed and weakly dialoged 
screenplay. Yarn was too much of 
a mouthful for director Anthony 
Mann and his middle-of-the-road 
cast to chew and evidently was too 
invoived for film editor Conrad A. 
Nervig to find where to unsheath 
his filsis ‘ hoppe is. 

Producer Sam Zimbalist, whose 
batting average heretofore has 
been above average, will have to 
settle for a secondary credit here. 
Granted that Zimbalist had to set- 
tle for less than top thesps, the 
remainder of his production chore 
appears to have been loosely 
handled. 


‘ing, he finds out what is wrong 


The Sydney Boehm story and) 


screenplay tells the story of a 


young husband who turns thief to’ 


aid his wife who is with child. 
Theft of money backfires when it 
turns out to be blackmail coin 
which is connected with murder. 
From there on it’s a two-way chase 
with both blackmailers and police 
closing in on the badly frightened 
youth. Chase is generously 
sprinkled with murders. 

Reunion of Farley Granger, as 
husband, and Cathy O'Donnell, as 
wife, in the leads of this film will 
add nothing to their prestige as a 
team of lovers. Paul Kelly man- 
ages to give his role as head of 
homicide department of police a 
fair amount of authenticity 
through good thesping. James 
Craig, as the blackmailer whose 
specialty is murder, fails to im- 
press in a thankless role. Adele 
Jergens keeps the boys interested 
for the few brief moments she’s 
on screen as blackmailing gal who 
provides yarn's first corpus delicti. 

Bright note in film is work of 
three screen freshmen. Jean Ha- 
gen scores as the alcoholic, torch- 


singing girl friend of Craig. This 


girl can act. 
vinces as a crooked attorney and 
Harry Bellaver shines in his role 
of the crooked cabdriver. Others 
of cast include Paul Harvey. 
Charles McGraw, Ed Max, Whit 
Bissell, John Gallaudet, Esther 
Somers and Harry Antrim. 
Joseph Ruttenberg’s photogra- 
phy is excellent throughout. Len- 
nie Hayton’s score rambles along 
with the yarn and in some in- 
stances manages to work emotions 
up for a scene here and there. 
Walt. 


Edmon Ryan con- 


selor who trips to 


for a round of the fleshpots. 
a visit of hot spots he is slip 
deadly luminous poison in a 


The effects to him next morn- 
and is told he has only a few days 
to live. He spends those few days 
trying to find his murderer and 


off beaten B.o. outlook 
okay. 

“Traveling of 
(Songs) (Col). Joan Davis- 
Andy . Minor 


“Red Desert” (Lippert). 
+ aa oater s g 





why he had been made a victim. 
His story is spelled out as he 
stumbles into the Los Angeles) 
homicide department to report his 
own murder and the death of his| 
murderer, with whom he had 
caught up after a_ tortuous 
trail. Events leading to his homi- 
cide visit are told in flashback and | 
O’Brien falls dead at the finale to 
be marked “D. O. A.” 

Rudolph Mate’s direction of the 
first portion of the story lingers | 
too long over it, spreading the ex- 
pectancy very thin, but when he| 
does launch his suspense-build- 
ing it comes over with a solid wal- | 
lop. O’Brien dominates the foot- | 
age with an extremely able por- 
trayal of a dead man looking for 
his killer before his time runs out. 

Pamela Britton is adequate as 
the femme co-star. Luther Ad- 
ler’s skill is lost in an obscure 
character whose part in the foot- 
age never becomes quite clear. 
Same handicap is suffered by the 
others, including Beverly Camp- 
bell, Lynn Baggett. William Ching, 
Henry 
Laurette Luez. i 

Dimitri Tiomkin’s music score 
does a good job of expressing the 
film’s mood and Ernest Laszlo’s 
lensing is keyed to the same ef- 


fect. Brog. 
Traveling Saleswoman 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood. 


Columbia release of Tony Owen pro- 
duction. Stars Joan Davis; features Andy 
Devine. Adele Jergens, Joe Sawyer, Dean 
Riesner, John Cason. Chief Thundercioud. 
Directed by Charles F. Riesner. Story and 
screenplay, Howard Dimsdale; camera, 
George . Diskant: editor, Viola Law- 
rence; songs. Allan Roberts. Lester Lee. 
Previewed Dec. 5, "49. Running time, 


74 MINS. 

Joan Davis 
Andy Devine 
Adele Jergens 
onnvibeticne wee Joe Sawyer 
Tom 5 0.600500%0— 0.0 00 ae 


ST xs 00 snmenmadn ee John Cason 
Runnine Deer....... Chief Thundercloud 
i DE. «6680s oeenees Harry Hayden 
DT |. .steenheekes Charles Halton 
Sh MED. 166000 0060 ees Minerva Urecal 
mt MD. 6069000000080 %s Eddy Waller 
DT. «6 é6¢ene6¢egneeeee Teddy iInfubr 
tn + «¢egebegetdes vs Robert Cherry 
DED . .<c0cesccesses William Newell 
nt 4. itsnd eeneeodates Ethan Laidlaw 
DL: ss «5 6eeeGubedes 6a Harry Woods 
DT PD. « 4000086004005 Harry Tyler 
P. Carter Alan Bridge 





“Traveling Saleswoman” is a 
badly contrived piece of hoke that 
will need all the help Joan Davis’, 
familiar name can give it. Best 
chances appear to be in houses 
where juve trade predominates, or 
in the rural belts. Otherwise, it’s 
on!y for lowercase bookings. | 

Title derives from Miss Davis’ 
efforts to sell soap so her father’s | 
soap factory can survive some hard | 
times. She goes west to do her 
peddling, followed by boyfriend 
Andy Devine. There she becomes 
involved in sagebrush chicanery, 
an Indian uprising and _ similar 
stock situations that do little to set 
up comedy gags. Physical antics 
that are involved in the filming of 
Howard Dimsdale’s script give a 
little spark to proceedings, but not 


enough. 


Miss Davis works hard to put it 


Hart, Nevilié Sratia “and ~ 





over but only manages spotty re- 


rry. 

“Sons of New Mexico” (Col). 
So-so Gene Autry western with 
good b.o. prospects among the 
Saturday matinee trade. 

“Swiss Tour” -*SwWiso-itace’.- 
Cornel Wilde in expioitable 
(English dialog) comedy that 
should go well. 

“The Young Guard” (Rus- 
sian) (Artkino). Documentary 
strictly for Russian-language 
theatres. 

“The Titan” (Indie). Docu- 
mentary on the painter Michel- 
angelo for art houses. 

“Carmen” (Spanish) Indie). 
Imperio Argentina in fairly 
good version, made in Spain; 
okay for Spanish-language 
spots. 

“Tomoloe” (Italian). Exploit- 
able import about black mar- 
keting. 








for Don Barry. Picture is suitable 
fare for the action situations and 
the average duals. 


man and Ron Ormond from UII- 
man’s original, the yarn has Barry 
essaying the roie of a Federal 
agent assigned by President Grant 
to track down a western badman 
who’s stolen Government bullion. 
The outiaw, reportedly, even en- 
tertains ideas of setting up a pri- 
vate nation of his own. 


Barry loses no time in closing 
with his quarry. He traces a sus- 
pect to a frontier saloon and stalks 
him in a grueling chase through 
the edge of the Red Desert. Scene 
is a well developed one where both 
the pursued and pursuer suffer 
equally from a parching thirst. 

Nice twist is injected in the plot 
whereby the audience is led to be- 
lieve that the outlaw caught in the 
'desert is the arch-criminal. Ac- 
tually the master thief proves to 
|be another whom Barry identifies 


~ Sereenpiayed by Daniel B- Ui” 











Praesens 
production. 
berg. Based on novel by Richard Schwei- 





; sereenplay by Schweizer, Lindtberg 
> Siodmak. Associate producer, 
y. English dialog, Ring Lard- 
or, Jr.: French dialog, Jacques Deval; 

=, Exxit--Resna: scund. Rolf Pestein; 


Robert 
6G, ‘49. 


‘man Haller; music, 
. Zurich, Dec. 


..Cornel Wilde 


, Her 


Suzanne : Josette Day 
Yvonne Simone Signoret 
PS «+ 60060006ee5Nee Richard mann 
MEE. « caccovesecoessees John Baragray 
i, . hone debe esebeeo weet Aian Hale. Jr. 
NOT... .0+.scccceccsese George Petrie 
| Walt Hochuli..........-. Leopold Biberti | 
red _phGanniie Robert Bichler 
Biner takhenmenia ome Heinrich Gretler 





(All-English dialog) 

This latest Swiss entry. launched 
as Praesens’ silver anni pic and 
lensed at Zermatt, Lake of Ge-| 
neva and Zurich studios, presents 
itself as a nice, clean exploitable 
comedy that should go well in the 
U.S., due to its entirely English 
dialog and the name of Cornel 
Wilde for the marquee. 

Plot concerns a U.S. sailor on 
Swiss leave tour, who falls in love 
with a Swiss watchmaker’s daugh- 
ter (played by French actress Jo- 
sette Day) and chases after her 
during their ski holiday at Zermatt. 
Complications arise with a beauti- 
ful charmer trying to capture the | 
sailor and break up his romance, | 
but all ends well with the right 
couple getting together. 

ilde’s portrayal of the lovesick | 
sailor is excellent and tops most of 
the other players. His skiing se- 


quences are hilarious. Simone Sig- ; 


noret, French star of “Dedee d’An- | 
vers” and “Maneges,” as the “other 
woman” has plenty of sex-appeal 
and takes full advantage of her 
rather inferior part. Miss Day ap- 


|pears to be the only member of | 


the cast who could have been re- 


_placed by another player to the 


| through a coiled snake tattooed on 


|the bandit’s forearm. 


| In the course of bagging his vic- 
tim, Barry displays a flair for han- 
dling both his dukes and a six-gun. 
Tom Neal and Jack Holt register 
as the shady saloon operators. 
Byron Foulger, the No. 1 outlaw, 
competently disguises his true 
identity. Margia Dean has the lone 
femme role, that of an itinerant 
cabaret performer. Ford Beebe’s 
direction and Ernest Miller's lens- 
ing help give this modest yy a 


Sens of New Mexice 


(SONGS) 
Columbia release of Gene Autry (Ar- 


boxoffice draw. 


mand Schaefer) production. Stars Autry; 
features Gail Davis, Robert Armstrong, | 
Dick Jones, Frankie Darro. by 
John ish. Screenplay, Paul gclin; 


camera, William Bradford; editor, 
Batista; music, Mischa Bakaleinikoff. At 


York theatre, N. Y., 


week of Dec. 


pic’s advantage. She is rather im- 

rsonal and unconvincing. Wilde's 
our GI pals, among them Alan 
Hale, Jr., as well as rest of the 
cast, are okay. 

Leopold Lindtberg, who is re- 
sponsible for “Last Chance” and 
“Marie-Louise,” did a capable job 
of directing. Camera work by Emil 


| Berna is firstrate, as are all other 
| technical credits. Pic contains some 


beautifully-lensed skiing scenes 
that should please weil overseas. 
For U.S. release, the title might 
have to be changed for a 5 - aad 
e20. 


The Young Guard 


(RUSSIAN) 

release. Di- 
“retted: by EergelGerastme. “Merten 
| by Ge , by Alexander 
| Fadayev; camera, V. gevest: music, 
| Dimi ovich. At nley, N. Y., 
sorting Dec. ‘49. Running time, 135 
Oleg Koshevoi ........ Viadimir Ivanov 
His Mother .......... Tamara Marakava 
Lubov Shevtsova........ Irene Marakava | 
Sergei Tulenin ........... S. Gurso | 
Ivan Zemnukhov...... B. Vitiukov | 
yapeme Gramova...... Nonna Mordiukova 
|} Ivan Turkenich............ — 
Valeria Borz ........... ; alova 
Klavdia Kovaleva .......... M. Ivanova 
Viadimir Osmukhin ........ V. Tikhonov 


New 

20, °49. Running time, 70 MINS. 

Gene Autry . oe Gene Autry 
Eileen MacDonald.... Gail Davis 
POS POGMED. . cs ccccces Robert Armstrong 
nn, +. +066s00006 Dick Jones 
St SED. 5.4 6 6460:062 40:0 Frankie Darro | 


eee ee 


sults. Devine hasn’t much to do W#! abies **o0erse es Sandy —— 

BD. O. A. ‘other than ig B “ well- Joe 1 OM RLS Freak , 
Holi . ’ 23. | ros n vocal co Ss. A e ergens + + 20600 000000600 00668 Paul 

ywood, Dec is a western saloon vamp. Joe Wets0R..------------ xbierce Lyden 


United Artists release of Harry M. Pop- 
kin production. Stars Edmond O’Brien 


in 1 ° 
Pamela Britton; features Luther Adler, 
Beverly Campbell, Lynn Baggett. William 
Ching, Henry Hart, Nev Brand, Lau- 
rette Luez. Directed by Rudolph Mate. 
Story and screenplay, Russell Rouse, Clar- 


Sawyer heads the thug-uglies who. 
make life tough for a traveling | 
saleswoman, and Chief Thunder-' 
cloud is a curiously unmenacing 
hostile Indian chief. 


ence Green: camera. Ernest Laszlo; music, 

Dimitri Tiomkin; editor, Arthur H. Nadel. _ Charles F. Riesner directed the 
Previewed Dec. 22, °49. Running = Tony Owen production but han- 
83 MINS. dling is uneven throughout. Two 


Edmond O’Brien 
. Pamela Britton 


Paula Gibson.......... a, by — - fay ow Lester 
Negareype gtr ree Luther Adler Lee, “Every Baby a Daddy” 
Se MED. 6s co evenes 
re, Pallies........... Beverynn Baggett 220 “He Died With His Boots On,” 
SE".  tocce wees a, William Chine are tossed in. Brog. 
Reatey GR a a Mart | ————__—_——_ 
te. heehee B 
Marka Retuihten......”” sea alurette rm Red Desert 
Ss <'eibeéeen 44606600000 rkpatrick Lippert rel f nald 
is :c¢ dhe shiesineétbiemalll Cay Forrester Ormond) peapetton. = } yA. 
, «00's oaldue Cease irginia Lee features Tom Neol, Jack Holt. Directed 
SPs #000 666eb0eCa0 4 Cems Mic: Ross by Ford Beebe. Screenplay, Daniel B. Ull- 


man and Ormond from Ullman’s original: 
camera, Ernest Miller; editor. Hugh Winn; 
music, Walter Greene. At New 


“D. O. A.” poses the novel twist 


of having a man looking for his atre. N. ¥. RS al 
= +. ——¥ That off-beat idea ae pe io "mins. a 
and a strong performance by Ed- john Williams |. / ~! 
mond O’Brien do a lot to hold it Heaton uae eee Teck Hott 
together. Exploitation values are Hazel Carter ........... Margia Dean 
topnotch, so film can command poate) EReOR eee. ~~ oe 
some boxoffice attention in those Horn ee ee oe 
situations that play up meller at- Colonel McMasters ........ Tom _ London 
tractions for the customers. | ~~ eee, - 4 

The Harry M. Popkin produc- Bartender ........... Slocum 
tion, produced by Leo C. Popkin 





provides an excejlent backing for| While cbhviously made on a low 
the story and script by Russell budget, “Red Desert” nevertheless 
Rouse and Clarence Green, but shapes up as a better-than-average 
writers haven't done full justice western. Interesting and suspense- 
to their novel plot idea. Script is ful, the story makes a good vehicle 





Gene Autry’s jiatest, “Sons of 
New Mexico,” reforms a juvenile 
delinquent and gives a handy 
boost to the New Mexico Military 
Institute. It’s good stuff for the 
Saturday matinee trade, but has. 
lesser appeal for adult fans of 
hoss operas. 

Named executor of a wealthy 
rancher’s estate, Autry discovers 
that among his administrative 
problems is the cattleman’s 17- 
year-old son, Dick Jones. Head- 
strong and a know-it-all, the lad | 
has fallen in the clutches of Rob- 
ert Armstrong, a gambler who op- 
erates the neighboring ranch. 

In an effort to straighten out the | 
boy, Autry sends him to the mili- | 
tary institute. The school’s dis- 
cipline has no effect upon the 
youth and he runs off to join Arm- 
strong. When the latter’s hench- | 
man, Frankie Darro, squeals to the | 
kid, he sees that he’s been taken. 
fer a sleigh ride. Fanciful finale 
has Autry and an unarmed detach- | 
ment of NMMI cadets riding to the | 
stripling’s rescue. 

Autry is plenty stalwart when 
the situation calls for it. He also 
croons a couple of numbers for 
good results. Dick Jones im-, 





(In Russian; English Titles) 
Glorifying the youth of a Rus- | 


Shorts based on the lives and 


| works of great artists have been 


padding out art house bills for 
some time now with patrons show- 
ing approval. However, these usu- 
ally run an average of 20 minutes, 
therefore sustaining payee interest. 
But, it’s doubtful whether there's 
a large enough audience to support 
a 70-minute film of this type. 
Picture holds up well in its dra- 
matic telling of Michelangelo's life 
via his paintings and sculpture. It 
leaves no doubt about the man’s 


| genius as displayed by such feats 


as his painting of the Sistine chapel 
ceiling, which was four and one- 
half years in the making. 


| statues, life-like in nature to be- 


gin with, are given maximum mo- 
bility via Harry Ringger’s expert 
lensing. This, done by constantly 
shifting the samera, helps keep the 
film from becoming too static. 

Fredric March lends a smooth 
narration that is both interesting 
and informative. His explanation 
of the artist’s works, as inter- 
preted by Michael Sonnabend., is 
clear and concise. Film also has 
some histerical value, as it gives a 
pretty detailed description of what 
was going on at the time. Richard 
Lyford’s direction keeps the film 
going at a nice pace without be- 
coming too pedantic. 


Carmen 

(SPANISH) 
Clasa-Mohme release of Ariston 
roduction. Stars Imperio Arcentina. 
rection and story by Florian Rey. Cam- 


era. Reimar Kuntze. At Belmont. N. Y., 
22. 49. Running time. 102 


Imperio Argentina, Rafael Ri- 
velles, Manuel Luna, Alberto Romea. An- 
selmo Fernandez, Pedro Barreto, Marit 
Symo, Jose Prada. Pedro F. Cuenca. Julio 
Roos, Carmen Morando. J. Noe Pena, 
Juan L. Diaz. 


Films 





(In Spanish; English Titles} 

This Spanish-language version of 
“Carmen” is a creditable foreign 
film. Made in Spain, it has more 
action than one would expect of 
such story. Picture will have to 
depend mainly on Spanish-lan- 
guage houses for U. S. trade. Much 
of the spicy language is lost via the 
English titles no matter how much 
care is used in trying to translate 
all the principal dialog. 

Story about the love of a Span- 
ish officer for Carmen, gypsy sing- 
er and dancer, is told with the usu- 
al foreign methodical care and 
manages to sustain a fair degree 
of interest, excepting in some of 
the more wordy episodes. This 


/ version stresses the romance, and 
' does not give much footage to her 


affair with the bullfighter. The 
more spicy scenes appear to have 


y 
_been sharply scissored. However, 


there is retained a knockdown- 
drag-out fight between Carmen 
and a rival dancer with no punches 
pulled. 

Imperio Argentina, the star, pho- 
tographs remarkably well. She 


' seems to burst into song on the 


slightest provocation, but it’s all 
to the good. Rafael Rivelles, Manu- 
el Luna, Alberto Romea and Julio 
Roos, all capable Spanish players, 


sian Province during its occu 

| tion by Nazi forces, this onl 
| specifically pays tribute to the 
teen-agers who helped sabotage 
the enemy. But as a documentary 
Getailing their numerous exploits, 


the picture is tedious melodrama. | 


It will satisfy only Russian-lan- »y er. 
guage spots despite Its length of [ortalupl: English titles, 
over two hours (it was about twice | time. 9 MINS. ©” * 


pic is fairly satisfying. But it has 


‘too many added comedy scenes, 


so-called, and far too much refer-| 
ence to the anniversa of the 
revolution to stay strictly meller. 
Many unknown youngsters, some 


‘apparently playing in their first 


feature, are given roles in the 
fescuction. and this, too, does not 
elp. Especially when called on 
to act alongside of such capable 
Russo players as Irene Marakova 
and others. 

Sergei Gerasimov, who scripted, 
directed but not too well, though 
probably as good as could be ex- 

- ag A o circumstances. 

sing ; rt often is 
murky. , ae of | his closeups, 
however, are excellent. Shostako- 
vich’s music does much to height- 
en the effect of the more dramatic 
scenes. Wear. i 


_Indro Monta 


‘is unreeled in “Tombolo.” 


_ sold 


provide strong support. Wear. 
Tombolo 
(Paradiso Nero) 
(ITALIAN) 

Grandi Films release of Mario Borghi 
production. Stars Aldo Fabrizi; features 
| Adriana Benetti, John Kitzmiller. Di- 
rected by lay. 


dolfo Sonego, Giorgio 


22, ‘49. Running 


. 94 MINS. 

as long when originally shown he gr Aldo Fabrizi 
Russia). y in ~ Ree Adyees Bonet 

An adaptation of Alexander Jack (0000000000 000000. John Kitzmiller 
Fadeyev's bestseller (in Russia) of ‘ EIMED..0 000 ccdoeoeeccess te Ma sie 
the same name, “Guard” is loaded pugiiess / 7/1007 0°'0°'2. Tani saves 
‘with repetition. When it turns I “Ciclista”. Elio Steiner 
melodramatic and moves along, TT ke a6 nde edb eink o.0.4.9 4 igi Tosi 





(In Italian; Erglish Titles) 

A sordid tale of a black market 
ring’s operations in postwar Italy 
Story 
of this Italian import lends itself. 
to exploitation and of some 
marquee value is the film's star, 
Aldo Fabrizi (“Open City” and 
“To Live in Peace”). Picture 
appears to have boxoffice prospects 
in the art house field if carefully 


On the other hand “Tombolo” 
is basically a gangster film and as 
such offers little competition to 
Hollywood’s more masterful cops 
‘n’ robbers -thrillers. In jumping 
on the crime-doesn’t-pay band- 
wagon, the producers of this entry 
show the seamy side of the Italiar 
seaport of Leghorn. With the 


(Continued on page 16) 
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KORDA’S 15 FILMS FOR 





~ Samson's’ TV Trailer—In Spades 


Any deubts held by film publicists about the value of television 


to their ballyhoo campaigns must 
pelled by the TV coverage at the 


have been at least partially dis- 
Broadway Rivoli and Paramount 


twin openings Wednesday night (21) of Paramount's “Samson and 


Delilah.” 


Pickup, carried by DuMont stations in six cities, had 


too many camera fluffs to represent good video but the appearance 


before the lenses of an imposing 
viewer interest for the full half-h 


array of celebs must have held 
our. And even the Par flackery 


couldn’t have written better plugs for “Samson” than the celebs 


gave out with. 


To insure the show’s running as smoothly as possible, most of 
those interviewed on their entrance into the theatres were cor- 
ralled earlier in the evening and taken to dinner by the Par staff. 


Whether they were also briefed o 
mike was not disclosed but they 
around so much that it became 


camera crew and mobile video equipment and, through its stock 


interest in DuMont, arranged for 
cost. Thus, the expense incurred 
in view of the socko trailer the 
handled at the Paramount by Art 


nm what they should say into the 
bandied the word “masterpiece” 
almost trite. Par used its own 


the web to carry the show at no 
by Par was virtually negligible 
company got. Interviews were 
hur Van Horn and at the Rivoli 


by Bill Slater, with the dialog going out simultaneously to Mutual 


radio stations throughout the coun 


try. 


That doubt still exists over TV's value to film exploitation was 


indicated by the fact that there 
Thursday night (22) of 20th-Fox’s 


and Metro’s “East Side, West Side” at Loew's State. 


and 20th, however, have used vid 


were no cameras at the preems 
“Prince of Foxes” at the Roxy 
Both Metro 
eo to cover other preem stunts, 


which might prove the major companies are readying an about-face 


on their whole attitude towards 1 


v. Stal. 
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Distrib Flacks Hypo Drum-beating 


In Xmas-New Year Splurge of Big Pix 





Christmas-New Year splurge of + 
important pic releases had distrib 
flackeries jumping through the 
hoop to cop the public’s attention 
on first-run openings. Ballying ac- 
tivities went into high, demonstrat- 
ing again the added distrib aware- 
ness that the b.o. payoff responds 
to the amount of excitement gen- 
erated. Paramount, Metro, Univer- 
sal, 20th-Fox and EZagle Lion all 
joined in the drum-beating. 

Bally on Eagle Lion's “Guilty of 
Treason,” film based on the trial 
of Cardinal Mindszenty, got off on 


a high decibel note last night 
(Tuesday) when EL combined 
with the Overseas Press Club to 


stage a 1,000 guest reception and 
screening at the Waldorf-Astoria 
(N. Y.). Press club ran the affair 
on the first anniversary of the 
Hungarian Cardinal's arrest. Din- 
ner was broadcast overseas by the 
Voice of America and handled na- 
tionally on radio and video net- 
works. “Treason” is built around 
the life and trial of Cardinal 
Mindszenty. 

World preem of Metré’s “East 
Side, West Side,” at Loew’s State 
(N. Y.) last Thursday (22) was 
angled by the company to get away 
from the speciai invitational lists 
of notables. Some 2,300 seats went 
on sale to the public at regular 
prices ona first come, first served 
basis. Remaining 1,000 seats were 

(Continued on page 14) 


FEITEL IN KAMEN SPOT 
ON DISNEY LICENSING 


Chester Feitel has been named 
representative for the Walt Disney 
Organization in activities covering 
licensing of Disney characters in 
advertising and merchandising, ac- 
cording to a company announce- 
ment yesterday (Tues.). 

Licensing of Disney characters 
for commercial purposes reverted 
to Disney following the death of 
Kay Kamen, who long controlled 
that phase of the firm’s operations. 
Feitel was associated with Kamen 
for the past 12 years. Howard F. 
Barnick, formerly with the Disney 
Studio, becomes office manager of 
the licensing branch. Same _poli- , 
cles will prevail in the future. 


Ist Film Seript Set 
By Broadway Prods 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

As the first feature on its 1950 
Program Broadway Productions will 
make “Dark Horizon” from origi- | 
» Story by Peter Brooke and _ 
-arry Klein. Story was purchased 
by Broadway from Stanley Neal 
Productions. 

This is the first venture of the 
Sroup, composed of Rocky Moun- 
tain exhibs and industrial film pro- 


duction execs, since it was formed 
recently, | 








No Quiz Kid 

An editor of the N. Y. Her- 
ald Tribune, spotting the long 
line at the Paramount theatre 
last week before the doors 
opened for “Samson and Deli- 
lah.” sent a reporter to make 
a survey of what would cause 
people to get up at 7 a.m. to 
see a film. 

Picking a _ lumber-jacketed 
youth as his first subject, the 
answer almost caused the HT 
man to quit then and there. 
“What made you get up at 7 
o'clock to come here?” he in- 
quired. Fellow looked at him 
in surprise and shot back: 
“Why, what else is there to 
do?” 


More 20th-Fox A's 
If Not More Pix 


Stepup in the 20th-Fox release 
schedule for 1950, as confirmed 
recently by sales veepee Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., is expected to evoke no 
overall boost in the number of 
films to be distributed. Instead, 
20th will release more studio A 
productions than it did in 1949 but 
trim the number of lesser-budgeted 
pix it distributes for outside indie 
producers. 

Move would be in line with 
Smith’s reasoning that impending 
divorcement, by creating hotter 
competition among distribs for 
playdates, will necessitate a boost 
in the number of quality films re- 
leased by each company. Twen- 
tieth sales chief also pointed out 
that the shorter playing time be- 
ing racked up by all films now 
calls for a releasing hypo, indicat- 
ing 20th will be prepared to turn 
out even more pictures if the mar- 

(Continued on page 14) 











Travel Editor 


Dick Joseph 
sees 1950 as a peak tourism 
year and 


A World on the Lam 


* . * 


one of the many byline features 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 











| herculean 
| production units to consolidate and 


MAY TOP RANK 
FOR FIRST TIME 


Sir Alexander Korda will prob- 
| ably move ahead of J. Arthur Rank 
during 1950 in quantity of British 
film production, it was disclosed 
this week by Morris Helprin, 
|Korda’s U.S. rep, on his return to 
New York from three weeks of 
|huddles with the producer in Lon- 
don. At the same time, Helprin 
added, Korda has completed a 
reorganization of his 





trim them in order to hold costs 
io an absolute minimum. 

Budgets will not be permitted to 
exceed £250,000 ($700,000) except 
in very unusual circumstances. 
Helprin said. In addition, all pro- 
ducers and directors working un- 
der the Korda banner are under 
obligation to get two minutes of 
finished - film in the can every 
shooting day. They are also under 
orders to eliminate all frills. 

To keep overhead at a minimum, 
Helprin explained, Korda has pared 
his setup down to four production 
units under regular long-term con- 
tract. One is headed by himself, 
another by Carol Reed, a third by 
Michael Powell & Emeric Press- 
burger and a fourth by Korda’s 
brother, Zoltan. 

Other unit chiefs who will work 
under the Korda standard only 
when an appropriate occasion 
arises are Frank Launder and Sid- 
ney Gilliat, Herbert Wilcox, 
Anthony Asquith and Anatole de 
Grunwald. In addition, Korda may 
buy up rights or aid in financing 
of some Continental productions 
for distribution by his British Lion 

(Continued on page 18) 


Skirball-Manning’s Iffy 
Deal on Carol Reed in U.S. 


Still another footnote was added 
this week to the running dispute 
between Morris Helprin, Sir Alex- 
ander Korda’s rep in the U. S., and 
Bruce Manning and Jack Skirball 
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Rank Sets Five Joint Productions 
With Par, U, RKO, Col. in Brit. for 5) 





Bill Scully 


is another whe favors 


Greater Autonomy For 
Field Men 


* aa * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


| Universal's Sales VP 
i 
| 











3 More Exhibs 
File for Video 


Washington, Dec. 27. 


With three more exhibitor groups 
submitting petitions, 16 members 
of the Theatre Owners of America 
have now filed with the Federal 
Communications Commission for 
theatre television frequencies. Re- 
quests for hearings to consider 
needs of the service have previously 
been made by TOA itself, Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox and Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers. Through 
their counsel, Marcus Cohn, the 


| following submitted petitions last 


over the status of producer-direc- | 


tor Carol Reed's contract to the 
Skirball-Manning unit. American 


producers recently announced that | 
they have Reed, ace British film- | 


maker, under pact to make a pic 
for them here. That was denied 
by Helprin, who said Reed was un- 
der contract to Korda. 

Reed, interviewed by Variety in 
England last week, agreed that he 
had a commitment to Skirball- 
Manning, but said it was non- 
exclusive. It was learned this week 
that it provides, in addition, that 
he is to make a pic for S-M only if 
he decides to come to the U. S. at 
any future time. In other words, 
should he come to America, he’d 
have to do a film for the unit be- 
fore making one for any other pro- 
ducer. 


Also, the pact provides, S-M can 
submit scripts to him, but he is to 
make only what he likes. His pact 
with S-M is understood to have 
grown out of a commitment that 
the unit took over from Universal, 
which in turn was acquired from 
J. Arthur Rank. Latter obtained 
it as part of the deal by which he 
released Reed from a contract so 
he could go to work for Korda. 

Reed has about 3'2 more years 
to go on a five-year ticket with 
Korda. Interest in him now is hot 
as a result of the success of his 
two most recent pix, “The Fallen 
Idol” and “The Third Man.” Both 
were co-produced by Korda with 
David O. Selznick, and Selznick 
Releasing Organization is distribut- 
ing them in this country. 


Argosy Co. Folding. 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


John Ford and Merian C. Cooper 
are folding their Argosy company 
on delivery of their latest picture, 
\“Wagon Master,” slated to hit the 
screen in March. Dismissal notices 
have been sent to 15 members oi 
the company. 
Argosy may resume operations 
‘later, probably in cooperation with 
a major studio which wili take over 
| the financial gamble. 





week: Essaness Theatre Corp., 
operators of 29 houses in Chicago, 
including the Oriental and the 
Woods; Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of D. C., headed by A. Ju- 
lian Brylawski, representing 75 
houses in the Washington area; 
Lockwood and Gordon Enterprises, 
Inc., headed by Louis M. Gordon, 


operating 19 houses. 


Exhibit Services TV te Patrons 
Kansas City, Dec. 27. 
Standard television as a theatre 
attraction is an experiment being 
tried by M. D. “Babe” Cohn, man- 
ager of the Paramount, as he oper- 





‘ates a theatre within a _ theatre. 


Since the advent of TV to K.C. last 
October, Cohn has had a regular 
receiver in operation in his lobby 
nightly and furnishes chairs for 
patrons. 

With about a dozen chairs ar- 


ranged in regular rows, Cohn re- | 
there is hardly a night when | 
the little TV theatre does not have | 


standees or a holdout during the 
hours of WDAF-TV on the air— 
usually 6 to.10 p.m. 


N. Y Film Bd. Elects 


N. Y. Film Board of Trade 
elected new officers for coming 
year at meeting last week. Phil 
Hodes, of RKO, was named prexy, 
and Abe Dickstein, United Artists, 
secretary. 

Other officers elected were Saul 
Trauner, Columbia, first veepee; 
Myron Sattler, Paramount, second 
veepee; and William Murphy, Re- 
public, treasurer. Louis Nizer still 
remains as executive secretary and 
general counsel. 








20th Century Production 
Chief 
Darryl F. Zanuck 


has his own views on 


Cycles and Global 


Production 


* 7 . 


an interesting byline feature 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
Out Nexi W eek 











+ As negotiations for jointly-pro- 


duced pix of J. Arthur Rank and 
American majors approximate the 
jelling-point, it now becomes ap- 
parent that at least five co-spon- 
sored films will be made in Britain 
during the next 12 months. Of 
these, two will carry the Universal 
stamp, while one apiece will have 
the Paramount, RKO and Columbia 
labels. 


Paramount and Rank have 
reached a deal to jointly produce 
“Trio,” sequel to Somerset Maug- 
ham’s b.o. clicker “Quartet” as the 
duo’s pooled filmmaking effort. 
Final papers have yet to be inked, 
but it is understood that Par and 
Rank contemplate a division of the 
world on distribution rights rather 
with co-selling maneuvers. Rank 





will get the Eastern Hemisphere, 
while Par takes the film for the 
Western half. 

| Under current arrangements, pic 
will be produced without the im- 
portation of American stars. “Trio” 
is a collection of three short stories 
by Maugham made along the lines 
of “Quartet,” which included four 
unconnected briefies of the author. 


As for RKO, company is now 
prowling for a likely American star 
to play in its co-backed pic with 
Rank. Film will be “China Run.” 
with the script ready for filming 
once a Yank thesper has been se- 
lected. Columbia and Rank are 
still looking over scripts for a one- 
pic stint. Joseph A. McConville, 
Col’s foreign dept. head, recently 
huddled with Rank in London on 
his current trip abroad. 

U and Rank are working on two 
filmizations scripted and directed 
by Noel Coward. First of the duo, 
“The Astonished Heart,” has al- 
ready been lensed. It is an adap- 
tation of one of the several short 
plays from Coward’s “Tonight at 
8:30.” 


PLAGIARISM CLAIM 
VS. RANK’S ‘PIMLICO’ 


Eagle Lion, distributors in the 
U. S. of J. Arthur Rank’'s “Pass- 
port to Pimlico,” was named de- 
fendant in a piracy suit filed in 
N. Y. federal court last week by 
Betty Joe Weaver and Kurt Hell- 
mer. Plaintiffs charge that the 
plot and dramatic situations of 
“Passport” was lifted from their 
yarn, “These Trifling Causes.” 


“Causes,” according to the com- 
plaint, was written by Miss Weaver 
and Hellmer prior to September, 
1948. Work is an unpublished ef- 
fort, but the writers hold common 
law rights. Action asks an injunc- 
| tion and an accounting of the 
| profits. “Passport” is an Ealing 
_Studio-Michael Balcon production. 
T. E. B. Clarke wrote the screen- 
piay. 


Hayward Seeks Pic 
Rights to Short Story 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


Film rights to “Rear Window,” a 
short story by William Irish, are 
being sought by Broadway produ- 
cer Leland Hayward. Rights are 
now held by producer B. G. De 
Sylva and attorney George Cohen, 
having been acquired upon the 
liquidation of the former owner, 
B. G. De Sylva Productions. 

Hayward is also reportedly dick- 
ering with novelist - playwright 
Irwin Shaw to write a series of 
screen stories. Both the producer 
= are currently in New 

ork. 











Par’s 4 in Jan. 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Paramount tees off its 1950 pro- 
duction program with four Janu- 
ary starters, the largest number 
for that month in a number of 
years. 

Lineup consists of “Union Sta- 
tion.” “My Friend Irma Goes 
West.” “Montana Rides” and “No 
, Escape.” 
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Yuletide Tilts L.A.; ‘12 0°Clock’ High — 
$90,000, ‘Lover’ Robust 366, ‘Foolish 
Rousing 246, Bride’ Tasty $32,000 





Los Angeles, Dec. 27. #— 


Yuletide season is brightening 
business here this round, upbeat 
starting as soon as Christmas 
home celebrations were over. Top 
coin is being garnered by “12 
O'clock High” in five theatres, 
with better than smash $90,000 
likely. Despite being launched 
during pre-Xmas slump, “Great| 
Lover” looks big $36,000 in two 
Paramount houses. 

Also doing well is “Foolish 
Heart” with rousing $24,000 in 
special two-theatre run. “Big | 
Wheel” too is doing nicely with 
$26,000 in four spots. “Bride For 
Sale” looms okay $32,000 in two 
houses, including three days of! 
pre-holiday slump. “Bagdad” 
shapes nice $30,000 in six sites. 

“Battleground” is still making) 
big firstrun noise in final six days, 
fourth week, with strong $27,000 
in two locations. “Hasty Heart” | 
is picking up to solid $36,000 in| 
second week, three sites. “D.0.A." | 
is only fair $3,200 on special one- | 
week booking at Hollywood Mu-| 
sic Hall, run being to qualify for 
Academy nomination. 

Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, 

Ferum Music Halls ‘Prin-Cor) (834; | 





902; 1,106; 2,100; 55-$1) — “Big 
Wheel” (UA) and “Red Desert” | 
(Lippert). Okay $26,000. Last | 


week, “Home of Brave” (UA) and 
“Champion” (UA) ‘2d wk-9 days), | 
$10,200. 

Chinese, Los Angeles, Loyola, | 
Uptown, Wilshire (FWC) (2,048; 
2,097; 1,248; 1,719; 2,296; 60-$1)— | 
“12 O'Clock High” (20th). Opened 
for special run, with wow $90,000 
or better. Last week, “Prince 
Foxes” (20th) and “Threat” (RKO) | 
(2d wk-9 days), good $46,500. 

Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern | 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2.344; 60-$1)— | 
“Hasty Heart” (WB) (2d wk). Up! 


to fine $36,000. Last week, $32,-| “Masked Raiders” (RKO). Fine 
100. oa o | $12,000 or —. Last — 

Loew's State, Egypti UA) | “Dangerous Profession” ‘| ) 
(2,404; 1.538; 60-$1)—_ “Battle. | and “Feathered Serpent” (Mono), | 
ground” (M-G) (4th wk-6 days). | $10,500. 


Solid $27,000. Last week, very | 
handsome $27,900. 
Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) 
(2.812; 2,890; 50-$1)\—‘“Bride for 
Sale” (RKO) and “Girls’ School’ 
(Col). Okay $32,000. Last week, 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO) 
and “Bodyhold” (Col), $20,900. 
Les Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 50-$1) 





—“Great Lover” (Par) and “Gol- | week. Standout are “Great Lover” (UA). Thin 
den Stallion” (Rep) (LA only). Big at Coliseum and “Holiday Affair” “Stampede” (Mono) and “Girl in “Baby Makes Three” 
$3 Last week, “Red, Hot, at Music Hall. “Prince of Foxes” Heart” (Mono), $4,600. 


Blue” (Par) and “Song Surrender” 
(Par) (2d wk), $13,600. 

Ritz, Globe, Studio City, Vogue, 
Culver, Belmont (FWC) (1,370; 
799; 880; 885; 1,145; 1,532; 60- 
$1)—“Bagdad” ‘U) and “Hollywood 
Varieties” (Indie). Nice $30,000. 
Last week, “Farewell Arms” (WB) 
and “Hatchet Man” (WB) (reissues) 
(10 days), in five sites, $14,600. 

United Artists, Four Star (UA) 
(2,100; 900; 60-$1)—“My Foolish 
Heart” (RKO). Teamed together as. 
new firstrun unit. 
$24,000. Last week, split up with 
other theatres on reissues. 





Orpheum (D'town) (2,210); 50-95) 59-84)—“All 


—"“Kid From Cleveland” (Rep) (2d 
run) with Lassie and “Sandy 


Dreams” TV kiddie revue on stage. | Judge” (Col) and “Mary Ryan, De- “Stam 
Oke $15,000. Last week, “Black i vk-10 | a 


| “Holiday in Havana” (Col). 


“Trapped” 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week . .$880,300 
(Beeed on 17 theatres) 
Last Year .. $820,500 


(Based on 18 theatres.) 


Foxes Huge 186, 
Buff; ‘Ambush’ 176 


Buffalo, Dec. 27. 
Christmas holiday crowds are 
pushing up biz at many spots this 
week. “Ambush” at the Buffalo 
and “Prince of Foxes” at the Cen- 











ter shape standout, both being big. | 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo ‘(Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Ambush” (M-G) and “Golden 
Eye” (Mono). Big $17,000 or near. 


|Last week, “Tension” (M-G) and 


“Without Honor” ‘UA), $10,000 
Paramount ‘Par) (3.000; 40-70) 

—‘‘Lady Takes Sailor” (WB) and 

“Panther Island” (WB). Nice 


$14,000. Last week, “Lady Eve” | 


(Par) and “Holiday Inn” (Par) (re- 

issues), $9,500. 
Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70)— 

“Prince of Foxes’ (20th) 


gal Lancer” ‘Par) and “Beau 
Geste” (Par) (reissues), $9,000. 

Lafayette ‘Basil) (3,000; 40-70)-— 
“Reckless Moment” (Col) and 
Mild 
$8,000 in 9 days. Last week, “Free 
for All” (U) and “Blue Lagoon” 
(U), $7,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)\—“Holiday Affair’ (RKO) and 





‘Affair’ Wow $14,000 In 
Seattle; ‘Lover’ Sturdy 
126, ‘Foxes’ Forte 156 


Seattle, Dec. 27. 
Boxoftice trade is soaring this 


also is big at Fifth Avenue. -| 


Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,377; 59- 
84)—“Great Lover” (Par) and 
(EL). Great 
Last week, “Border Incident” 
(M-G) and “Tough Assignment” 
(Indie), fairish $6,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,- 
239, 59-84))\—“Prince of Foxes” 
(20th) and “Bodyhold” (Col). Bally- 
hoo helping to big $15,000. Last 
week, “Adam’s Rib” ‘(M-G) and 


Looks rousing | “Prison Warden” (Col) (3d wk-10 


days), good $8,000. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
King’s Men” (Col) 
and “Girls’ School” (Col). Solid 
$11,000. Last week, “Tell To 
(Col) 


tective” (2d wk-10 days), 


Midnight” (Mono) ‘2d _ run) with $6,000. 


vaude, $17,200. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 85- 


$1.50\—“Heiress” (Par) (10th wk- | “Deputy Marshal” (Indie) (3d wk) Last week, “Intruder in Dust” 
A Slim $2,000. Last week, Nice $4,000. 


Fine Arts (FWC) (679; 85-$1)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (5th wk). Mild 
$3,000. Last week, $3,300. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Prin-Cor) 
(512; 55-85)—"D. O. A.” (UA). In 
for special week's run to qualify 
for Academy nomination. Fair 
$3,200. Last week, not firstrun. 


‘Ichabod’ Mild $9,000 In 
Mont’l; ‘Danube’ 136, 2d 


Montreal, Dec. 27. 
Holdovers in most deluxers but 
holidays will spark trade. 


” 





shapes best of new pic but | 
modest at Palace. “Red Danube” 
looks top holdover with strong 
session at Loew's | 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2.855: 40-65) — 
“Red Danube” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding well at $13,000, after) 
good opener at $16,000. 

Capi (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Down to $10,000 after 
sock $15,500 in first. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 


| 84)—“Bride for Sale” (RKO) and 


Last week, “Leave 
(Continued on page 16) 


Smash | 
$18,000 or close. Last week, “Ben- | 


$12,000. | 


Music Box ‘Hamrick) (850; 59-. 


‘OUTLAW’ BIG $17,500, 
PROV.; ‘LOVER’ $18,000 


Providence, Dec. 27. 
With the Christmas school holi- 
day on in full s , biz shapes 
solid this week. tandout are 


Hope Hefty $22,000 in Frisco; “Rib 
Fat 186, Iwo Jima’ Rousing 236, 2d 


San Francisco, Dec. 27. 





“Great Lover” at Strand and “The 
Outlaw” at Albee. All stands 
look brighter. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“The Outlaw” (RKO}. Stout $17,- 
500. Last week, “Abandoned” ‘(U) 
ny “Shark God” (SG), fair $10,- 


Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
|“Cowboys and Indians” (Rep) and 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,804,000 
(Based on 21 cities, 178 
theatres, chiefly first runs, tr 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 











vaude onstage. Kiddies bill looks Last Year $3,307 500 
| great $9,000. Last week, “The| (Based on 23 cities ana 225 
| Payoff” (Indie) ‘re issue) and | theatres. ) 


| vaude, weak $5,500 








|. Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 


|\“Leave Them Ls § soe.) . ¢ 

Sturdy $16,000. st week, “Fight- 

'ing Man” (20th) and “Golden Ma- Lover Lusty 14 

donna” (Indie), meek $5,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 

44-65) — “The Heiress” (20th). 

Good $16,500. Last week, “Pinky’ prov A 

(20th) (3d wk), $5,500. 

|“ State (Loew) (3,200; 44.65)— 





“On The Town” (M-G). Robust Kansas City, Dec. 27. 
$16,000. Last week, “Tension” Outlook is improved somewhat 
(M-G) and “Border Incident”) but overall total still lags since 
(M-G), $13,000. most bills broke in before holiday 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-| weekend. “Great Lover” at Para- 


65)—"“Great Lover” (Par). Sock| mount looms big. Will stay over. 
$18,000. Last week, “Renegades” | “Ambush” shapes good at Mid- 
(Col) and “Desperado” (Col) (re-|land, and probably will be ex- 


issues), $8,000. | tended to nine days. “Holiday 
| Affair” looks over average at the 
‘Affair’ $16,000 
alr 10, 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75)— 
Frequently 


Missouri, and will get extra days. 
— “Fantasia” (RKO). 
0 a ll good for a week or so in this house, 
and getting okay $2,200. Last 





Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 


|“Prince of Foxes” shapes sock at 
week, “Mourning Becomes Elec- 
“Blue Christmas” still is theme |in 4 days. 


song around town with box6ffice | Midland (Loew’s) (3.500: 45-65) 
activity at low ebb. Double holiday|_. “ambush” (M-G) and “Down 


helped slightly and was far from Memory Lane” (EL). Good $18,000 | 


expectations. “The Heiress” at Met jin 9-day week. Last week, “Late 
and “Prince of Foxes” at the Astor for Tears” (UA) and “Outpost in 
opened Sunday (25). Both shape | Morocco” (UA) with p.a. of Michael 
Oey te Holiday Affair” = $17 00 Bondon onstage 2 days, light 
Memorial look fair. Other new- | Totes . 
comers, “Undertow” at Boston, and ee Se ee. — 
“Red River” at Paramount and en = ys- 
Fenway are only 0-80 terious ‘thee . Lm 
= average , in ays. Last 
A, Ay by Ry 'week, “Reckless Moment” (RKO) 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th). Opened | 2"4 Kazan” (Col), $7,500. 


y l . Last 
— gh. bw — . | 55-75)—"Prince of Foxes” (20th). 


( ) (3.200: 40-85)— | Sock $15,000 or near. Reopens 
ma. ed, “Arctic Fury” house after being dark for two 
(RKO). Thin $13,000. Last week, Weeks. 

“Farewell to Arms” (WB) and Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Hatchet Man” (reissues), $10,000. | “Great Lover” (Par). Big $14,000, 
| Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) —| and holds. Last week,» “Beyond 
“Red River” (UA) and “Pitfall” | Forest” (WB) (2d wk), $6,500. 
$5,000. Last week,| Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65) — 


(Col) and 
|“Big Fight” (Mono). Satisfacto 
Memozia! ‘RKO! ‘2,500; 40-85\— $3500. Last week. “Trapped” 


| toe8 «| 

| “Holiday Affair” (RKO). Fair $16,- (EL) and “Assigned to Danger” 
(000. Last week, “Bagdad” (U) (2d (EL), slow $2,000. — 
'wk), $11,000. Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Metropolitan (NET) (4,376; 40- Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700: 45-65) 
/85)—“Heiress” (Par), and “Change —“Bagdad” (U) and “Undertow” 
of Heart” (Indie). Opened Sunday /(U) (2d wk). Nice $11,000. Last 
| (25). Last week, “Holiday Inn” | week, surprisingly strong at $14,- 
and “Lady Eve” (Par) (reissues), 000, but below hopes. 

slow $11,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3.000; 40-85)— 


és aT on | ? 
‘to mLassie” MEG). “Pair $15,000. Foxes Fast $19,000 In 


Last week, “Intruder in Dust” . ? 

}4-G), and “Tension” (M-G), P ort.; ‘Rib Sturdy 116 
topped town a 000. ‘ P 

; ortland, Ore., Dec. 27. 

_ Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85)| Good product and holiday vaca- 


|—Red River” (UA) and “Pitfall” 
| aw | tionists here are pouring pl 
(UA). Mild $10,000. Last week, | coin into fm A thie — = 


e” (Mono) and “Girl in | “Adam's Rib” at United 

1 Artists 
| Meest Gienel, ere - 40-95)— and “Prince of Foxes” at Orpheum 
oe. OG ) and “Chall and Oriental look best. “Great 
mbush” an hallenge | Lover” is faring well on holdover 
to Lassie’ (M-G). Thin $10,000. at Paramount. 


(M-G) and “Tension” (M-G), $11,- Estimates for This Week 
000 Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 











Robt. Taylor Great 


St. Louis, Dee. 27. 
Christmas holiday is boosting biz 
at big cinemas here this stanza, 
/with most houses showing a 
marked pickup over recent weeks. 





“Icha- | «1 ady Takes Sailor,” with resump- 


tion of vaude at huge Fox, looks 
solid for top coin. “Ambush,” new 
Robt. Taylor starrer, is making 
much better showing, however, 
with sock round at Loew’s. “Bride 
for Sale” also shapes sturdy at 
Missouri, and “Great Lover” still 
is strong at St. Louis, both in sec- 
ond rounds. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
-—“Every Does It” (20th) and 
“Miracle 34th Street” (20th) (reis- 





(Continued on page 16) 


sue). Good $12,000. Last week, 


“Hellfire” (Rep.). Big $9,500. Last 
week, “Free for All” (U) and 
“Abandoned” (U), $6,800. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 


$18,000 nSt.Loo; “Seamer = 


, , ‘ ’ “Savage Splendor” (RKO) and “In- 
dian Agent” (RKO). Okay $4,500. 
y - a us Last week, “Hit Ice” (U) and 

“Hold That Ghost” 


(U) (reissues), 
“Tell To Judge” (Col) and “Beauti ey Ao H-E 
J - en (H-E) (2,000; 

| ful Doll” (20th), $8,000. “Prince of Foxes” 20th) J 
| Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—“Lady “Deputy Marshal” (SG) day-date 
Takes Sailor” (WB) and vaude. with Orpheum. Smash $8,000 or 
Sweet $20,000. Last week, “Gone near. Last week, “Great Lover” 
With Wind (M-G) (reissue), $7,000. (Par) and “Chinatown Midnight” 
As I yo ay ~~ Rig (Col), big $6,000. 

“ mbu *; and “ n War-| Orpheum (H-E) (1,750: 

den ‘Col). Sock $18,000. Last “Prince of Foxes” (30th) and “Deep. 
week, Tension (M-G) and “Reck- uty Marshal” (SG), also Oriental 
less Moment” (Col) (2d wk), $9,000. Giant $11,000. Last week. “Holi. 
» Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— day Inn” (Par) and “Lady Eve” 
; Bride for Sale” (RKO (2d wk) and (Par) (reissues), solid $6,000 
‘Master Mind” (Mono). Solid $14,-| Paramount (H-E) (3.400: 50-85)— 
000 or over. Last week, “Bride for “Great Lover” (Par) and “China- 
Sale” (RKO) and “Quartet” (EL) town Midnight” (Col) (2d. wk). 
(2d wk), $6,000. |Solid $8,000. Last week big 
és Louts (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— | $10 000. ‘ 
“Great Lover” (Par) and “Danger-| United Artists (Parker) (895: 
ous Profession” (RKO) (2d wk). | 85)—“Adam’s Rib” (MG). Giant 
Big $13,000 after $16,000 initial $11,000 or over. Last week, “Story 
| stanza, | Molly X” (U), $4,500. 








Boston. Dec. 27. | tra” (RKO) (3d wk), nice $1,000, 


Orpheum (Fox Midwest) 1,847: | 


Holiday business so far is only 
fairish here. Despite rather slim 
takings, “Great Lover” is smash 
at the Paramount while “Sands of 
‘Iwo Jima” is holding up remark- 
jably big in second round at the 
| Fox. U.S. Marines’ opus reached 
'sock total opening week despite 
| usual pre-Xmas downbeat. Also 
inice is “Adam’s Rib” at Warfieid. 
|“Bagdad” looms disappointing in 
twe hovees although pickup since 
late Sunday may help. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-85) 
—“Dangerous Profession” (RKO) 
and “Mysterious Desperado” (RKO). 
Okay $13,500. Last week, “Fare- 
well to Arms” (WB) and “Hatchet 
Man” (WB) (reissues), fair $11,000. 
| Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“‘Sands 
of Iwo Jima” (Rep) (2d wk). Still 
great at $23,000. Last week, sock 


$35,000. 

| Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Adam's Rib” (M-G). Fine $18,000. 
|Last week, “Forsyte Woman” (M- 
|G) (3d wk), thin $8,000. 

| Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Great Lover” (Par) and “Tough 
Assignment” (Indie). Hefty $22,- 
'000 for Bob Hope comedy. Last 
week, “Leave Them Laughing” 
(WB) and “Green Finger” (Indie) 
(2d wk), weak $10,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“The Heiress” (Par) (5th wk). Nice 
$7,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)——“Bagdad” (U) and “Satan's 
|Cradle” (UA). Okay $10,000 or 
less. Last week, “Baby Makes 
Three” (Col) and “Feudin’ Rhythm” 
(Col), $9,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; 
55-85)\—"“Big Wheel” (UA). Pleas- 
ing $5,000. Last week, “Jolson 
Sings Again” (Col) (8th wk), $3,900. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman-Rosener) 
(370: $1.20-$2)—-“Red Shoes” ‘EL) 
(3lst-final wk). Strong $4,000. 
Last week, $3,900. 

Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
—-“Bagdad” (U) and “Satan's Cra- 
die“ (U). Modest $4,500. Last 
week, “Free for All” ‘(U) and 
|“Abandoned” (U) (2d wk), $3,400. 

Clay (‘Rosener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (14th wk). Holding 
to $2,000. Last week, nice $2,200. 

Larkin (Roesener) (400; 65-85)— 
“Scoundrel” (Par) and “Crime 
Without Passion” (Par) (reissues) 
(3d wk). Solid $2,000. Last week, 
same, 


| Hope Cheers Sluggish 
Denver, Torrid $14,000; 
‘Affair’ Modest at 106 


Denver, Dec. 27. 

Biz continued about the worst 
in a year until late Sunday after- 
| noon (Christmas Day), with upturn 
then comune too late to help much. 
Despite sluggish tone, “Great 
Lover” is at at Denham while 
“Adam's Rib” looks big at Broad- 


| Way. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
_74)—“Adam's Rib” (M-G). Big 
$9,000 and holding. Last week, 
“Forsyte Woman” (M-G), $4,000 in 
4th week. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
| —"“Great Lover” (Par). Great $14.- 
000 for Bob Hope comedy. Holds 
‘over. Last week, “Holiday Inn” 
|(Par) (2d wk) and “Lady Eve” 
| (Par) (reissues), good $10,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th) and 
|“Zamba” (EL), day-date with Es- 
|quire, Webber. Dim $6,000 in 5 
ys. Last week, “Seabiscuit 
(WB) and “Post Office Investiga- 


tor” (Rep), $11,000. 

| Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
_“Thieves’ Highway” (20th) and 
'“Zamba” (EL), also Denver, Web- 
ber. Drab $1,000 in 5 days. Last 
week, “Christopher Columbus” ‘U) 
_and “Joe Palooka Counterpunch 
| (Mono), $1,800. 

| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
|\“Holiday Affair” (RKO) and 
'“Devil’s Henchmen” (Col). On 
slow side at $10,000. Last week. 
“Dangerous Profession” ‘(RKO) 
and “One Woman's Story” ‘U), 
| $10,000 in 6 days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
| .mectitons Moment” (Col) and 
“Project X” (FC). Thin $3.000 in 
|5 days. Last week, “Christopher 
| Columbus” (U) and “Joe Palooka 
Counterpunch” (Mono), $6,000. 

Vogue (Wolfberg) (600; 60-74) — 
“Spring Park Lane” (EL). Fine 
, $3,000. Holds. Last week, “Lysi- 
strata” (Indie), good $2,500. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th) and 
|“Zamba” (EL), also Denver, Es- 
‘quire. Slight $1,000 in 5 days. 
|Last week, “Seabiscuit” (WB) and 








_“Post Office Investigator” (Rep), 
| $1,500. 
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Cold, Snow Slough Chi Albeit Lover 
Plus Tufts-3 Suns Socko $60,000; 
106, Sailor 126, dd 


- 


Profession Oke 








Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Cold wave accom ied by) 
snow, plus three nabe B&K vaude | 
shows will cut into Loop take but | 
will be helped by long weekend 
holiday. Best of the newcomers 
1. ks to be “Great Lover at the 
Chicago backed by big stageshow 
with Sonny Tufts, Harvey Stone 
and three Suns . persor. Com 
bination should hit sock $60,000. 
Other product is not too good 
with top releases coming in next 
“Prince of Foxes,” “In- 


session. 
spector General,” “Sands of Iwo 
Jima.” “Outlaw.” and On the 


Town” are set to open before New 
Year's upbeat. “Dangerous Pro- 
fession” at the Grand looks okay 
$10,009. “Nevadan” at United 
Artists is heading for neat $12,000. 

Holdovers present better pic- 
ture with several promising to 
equal last week's take. Best of the 
second weekers will be “Holiday 
Affair” at Palace with neat $11,000. 
“Without Honor” and stageshow at 
Oriental is migor $27,000. “Lady 
Takes a Sailor” at State-Lake 
looms pert $12,000, also in second 
round. “Pirates of Capri” and 
“Girl in My Heart” at Roosevelt 
ic only. slight $7,000 in second 
week 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Great Lover” (Par) with Sonny 
Tufts. Three Suns and Harvey 
Stone in person. Hefty $60,000. 
Last week, “Red Hot, Blue” (Par), 
with King Cole Trio (2d wk), 
$25,000 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Port of New York” (EL). Bright 
$7.000. Last week, “Hit Ice” (EL) 
and “Letter of Introduction” (EL) 
(reissues), $4,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Dangerous Profession” (RKO). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, “Once 
Upon Honeymoon” (RKO) (reis- 
sue), $7,500. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—“Without Honor” (UA), with 
vaude (2d wk). Weak $27,000. Last 
week, $29,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Holiday Affair” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fine $11,000. Last week, $11,500. 


Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Stormy Weather” (20th) and 
“Little Colonel” (20th) (reissues) 


(2d wk). Slight $6,500. Last week, 
$6,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Pirates of Capri” (EL) and “Girl 
in My Heart” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, $10,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
~—"“Lady Takes Sailor” (WB) (2d 


wk). Good $12,000. Last week, 
mild $13,000. 
Surf (Balabans) (650; 65-85)— 


“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (6th wk). 
Lush $4,500. Last week. $3,500. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$2.40\—“Red Shoes” (EL) (54th 
wk). Extra holiday matinees build- 
ry Lo strong $6,500. Last week. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—“Nevadan” (Col). Neat $12.- 
000. Last week, “Holiday Inn” 
(Par) and “Lady Eve” (Par) (re- 
issues) (2d wk), $7,000. 

.~Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 

Pinky” (20th) (6th wk). Fine $11.- 
000. Last week, $12,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Fame 
Is Spur” (Indie). Brisk $4,500. 


Last week, “Beachcomber” (U) (re- | 


issue), $2,000. 


OMAHA NOT SO STOUT; 
‘FOXES’ FIRM $11,000 


Omaha, Dee. 27. 
Grosses took beating the last 
half of week but showed signs of 
Pickup by Christmas ((Sunday) 
hight. Last year's blizzards are 
still remembered and any men- 
tion of snow sends people to their 
Homes to hole up until its over. 
Several false starts for young bliz- 
zards fizzled out but hurt biz. 
Prince of Foxes,” despite tradi- 
tional Christmas eve flops, is do- 
ing fairly well at the Paramount. 
Holiday Affair” at Brandeis 
shapes okay. “Fighting Man of 
Plains” is slim at Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800: 
16-65)—“Prince of Foxes” (20th). 
Fairly good $11,000 considering 
Weather. Last week, “Holiday 
Inn” (Par) and “Lady Eve” (Par) 
(reissues), good $10,000. 
gsc 7Pheum (Tristates) (3,006; 16- 
se ghting Man” (20th) and 
Bomba” (Mono). Slim $9,500 or 
near. Last week, “Secret Gar- 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
Ousekey cities, are net, ie. | 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- | 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the | 
“SUMMA hgures aie Hei ui" 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 

rices, however, as indicated, 
ee the, U. S. amusement 

x. 











Foxes Terif 
$50,000 in Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 27. 

Biz has snapped out of pre- 
Christmas doldrums here with a 
bang. “Prince of Foxes” at Fox is 
reaping the biggest harvest for 
sock session. Nearly every spot is 
doing swell “Great Lover” at 
Michigan, “Holiday Affair” at Mad- 
ison and “Adam's Rib” at Adams 
are getting an extra big play. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich! (5.000: 70-95)— 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th). Socko 
$50,000. Last week, “Pinky” (20th 
(3d wk), $22,000 

Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4,000: 
70-95'—""Great Lover” (Par) and 
“Festival of Hits” (RKO: (2d wk). 
Solid $25,000. Last week, huge 
$30.000. 

Palms (UD) (2.900: 70-95)— 
“Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB) and 
“Golden Stallion” (Rep Nifty 
$20,000. Last week, “Farewell to 
Arms” (WB) and “Hatchet Man” 
(WB) (reissues), $8,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70-| 
95'\—““All King’s Men” (Col) and 
“Baby Makes Three” (Col). Swell 


$19,000. Last week, “Bride For 
Sale” (RKO? and “Stampede” 
(Rep), $8,000. 

Madisen (UD) (1.800; 70-95)— 


“Holiday Affair’ (RKO) and “Rid- 
ers of Range” (RKO). Big $21,000. 
Last week, “So Ends Our Night” 
(Indie) and “Moon and Sixpence” 
(Indie! (reissues), $6,000 

Adams (Balaban) ‘1,700; 70-95)— 
“Adam's Rib” (M-G'. Smash $17,- 
000. Last week, “Free For All” (U) 
and “Blue Lagoon” (U), $7,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95:— “On the Fown” (M-G) and 
“Black Midnight” (M-G). Fine $15,- 
000. Last week, “Intruder in Dust” 
(M-G) and “Red Stallion Rockies” 
(EL) (3d wk), $6,500. 


‘Lover’ Paces Balto At 
16G; ‘Ambush’ Rugged 
156, ‘Foxes’ Smash 136. 


Baltimore, Dec. 27. 

General brightening up all over 
downtown sector here with new 
product helping. “Ambush” at 
Century. “Great Lover” at Keith's 
and “Prince of Foxes” at the New 
look like best bets. “Holiday Af- 
fair” at the Town also shapes nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60) — “Ambush” (M-G). Sturdy 
| $15,000. Last week, “Border In- 
| cident” (M-G). $7,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-80) — “Traveling Saleswoman” 
(Col) plus Ted Mack Amateurs. 
Paying off at $15,500 or over. Last 
week, “Chinatown Midnight” 
(Col) plus Dr. Neff's Spook show, 
$10,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—-"Great Lover” (Par). Socko 
$16,000 or over. Last week, “Holi- 
day Inn” (Par) (reissue) (2d wk), 
$6,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65) — 
“Sands of Iwo Jima” ‘Rep’. Opens 
tomorrow (Wed.). In ahead, 





“White Savage” (‘FC' (reissue), 
$3.700. 

New (Mechanic) 1800) — 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th). Smash 
$13,000 or near Last week, 
“Pinky” (20th) (5th wk), fell to 


$4,000 after $6,500 in fourth. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75) — 
“Lady Takes Sailor” (WB). Good 
$15,000. Last week. “Farewell to 
Arms” (WB) oe Man 
(WB) (reissues). . . 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—*“Holiday Affair” (RKO). Strong- 
ly sold and indicating nice $10.- 
000. Last week, “Marine Raid- 
_ers” (RKO) and “Tall in the Sad- 
idle’ (RKO) (reissues), $5,900. 


Ne 


' opening. 


|per $7,000. Last 
'doned”™ (U), $5,500 


$10,500. 





‘Ambush’-Vaude Bangup 
$26,000, D.C.; ‘Affair’ 126 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Current session is proving a dis- 
appointment, with biz very spotty. 
“Ambush” with vaude looks bright- 
est at Capitol. “Tell to Judge” at 
National and “Holiday Affair” at 
Keith's also are doing well. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol ‘Loew’s) (2,434: 44-85)— 





It’s Plenty Jingle Bells on Broadway; 


‘Samson’ All Muscles, 1976 in 2 Spots, 
Foxes’ 1506, ‘Rib'-Vaude Terrif 1126 


Strong product and the fact that 


“Ambush” (M-G) plus vaude head-, the usual Christmas week upbeat 


ed by John Boles. Strong $26,000. was aided b 
incident” Monday holiday 


Last week, “Border 
(M-G) plus vaude, $15,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.939: 44-80)-—- 
“Holiday Affair’ (RKO). Nice $12,- 
000. Last week, “Live By Night” 
(RKO), $9.000 


. -) 
Coa od 
Is : 


CS. ae i 


“Challenge to Lassie” (M-G). Thin 


$5,000. Last week, “Doctor and 
Girl” (M-G) (2d run), $4,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2.370; 44-74)— 
“Dancing in Dark” (20th). Disap- 
pointing $15,000. Last week, 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th) (2d wk), 
$11,000. 


Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
—*All King’s Men” (Col) (5th wk). 
Nice $7,500 after $6,500 last week. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 
44-74) —“Foreign Correspondent’ 
(WB) and “East Side 
(Par) (reissues). Fine $7,000. Last 
week, “Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) 
and “Purple Heart” (20th) (reis- 
sues), $6,000. 

National (Heiman) (1,600; 44-74) 
—“Tell To Judge” (Col). Very 
strong $10,000. Last week, “David 
Harum” (20th) (reissue), $2,000 in 


415 days. 

Warner (Wi (2.164: 44-74)— 
“Lady Takes Sailor’ (WB). Okay 
$16,000 in 8 dh&ys Last week, 
“Farewell to Arms” (WB) and 
“Hatchet Man” (WB) (reissues), 


$8,000 in 6 days 


Trans-Lux (‘T-L) (654: 44-80)— 
“Pirates of Capri” (EL). Good $6,- 
000 Last week, “Holiday Inn” 


(Par) (reissue) (4th wk), $3,500. 


‘Shoes Strong In 
Cincy at $14,000 


Cincinnati, Dec. 27. 
Returns at downtown houses are 
favorable for this Yule-split round. 
“Red Shoes,” unlacing at pop scale, 





‘is stepping off sprightly with top 


laurels. ‘Tell to Judge” is anothe: 
okay new Dill. “Challenge to 
Lassie” is chipper and “Crooked 
Way” so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) 
“Red Shoes” (EL). Strong $14,00u 
in face of pre-Xmas drain for three 
days because of Thursday (22) 
Last week, “Tension” 
(M-G), light $8,000. 

Capitol ‘ RKO) 
“Adam's Rib” (M-G) (3d wk). Okay 


j 
j 


Heaven” | 


Sabet x ence -.2 eon on 
-tots*..2rsi 3 SES8-O98.. . ~.-—- 


"Sar eata” See a eene 


Saturday-Sunday- 
will make the 
current session for Broadway first- 
runs the biggest in a couple of 
years. Rain and _ threatening 
weather Monday (26) brought huge 
crowds Current week looks to 


Upsurge Monéay, with Broad- 
way packed as if it were New 
Year's Eve, toppled over a batch 
of old records for the day and 
enabled the Music Hall and Para- 
mount to break their all-time 
highs. “Samson and Delilah” is 
making the biggest splash of the 
new pictures. playing day-date at 
Paramount and Rivoli, but it has 
plenty of the 
street. 


“Samson,” with Russ Case orch 
onstage, is soaring to colossal 
$132,000 at the Par, new record, in 
first seven days plus single per- 
formance Wednesday (21) night. It 
smashed house marks for Sunday 
and also Monday. Sans stageshow, 
the Cecil B. DeMille opus is hit- 
ting terrific $65,000 at the Rivoli, 
not far from theatre’s™ biggest 
week, after topping any previous 
Xmas show at this house. ‘ 

Roxy, with “Prince of Foxes” 
and stageshow headed by Vic Da- 
mone, is soaring to gigantic $150,- 
000. after garnering biggest holi- 
day figure Monday, $30,600. 

“Adam's Rib,” with Eddy Duchin 
band, Tony & Sally De Marco, 
Mitzi Green topping stage bill, is 
heading for terrific $112,000 at 
Capitol, greatest here in years. 
Trade Sunday-Monday represented 
biggest two days for theatre in 


company along 


| last 18 months. 


| take of $30,000 for Monday 


(3,100; 55-75)— | 


Music Hall is soaring to new all- 
time record, with $172,000, or near 
it, in third week of “On the Town” 
and annual Christmas Show on- 
stage. Hall registered phenomenal 
“East 
Side, West Side” is heading for 
solid $37,000 at the State. 

“Bagdad,” another newcomer, is 
giving the Criterion its biggest 
week in some time with fine $25.,- 
000. “Pirates of Capri’ also is tak- 
ing the Globe out of the doldrums 
with an okay $18,000. 

“Give Us This Day” has the 
bandbox Rialto perking with $11,- 
500 in first week, which included 
much of pre-holiday lull. Up- 


| swing is pushing the Palace back 


(2,000; 55-75)—_ 


$6,500 atter pleasing $8,000 second | 


week. 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“Challenge to Lassie’ (M-G). Chip- 


“Aban- 


Keith’s (City Inv.) (1.542; 55-75) 
—"The Heiress” (Par'. Opened 
Sunday (25). Last week. “Free for 
All” (U), limp $4,500 in 6 days. 

Palace (RKO) 
“Tell to Judge” (Col). All right 
Last week, “Late for 
Tears” (UA) and “Impact” (UA), 
slow $7,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75)— 
“Crooked Way” ‘UA’ and “Jig- 
saw” (UA). Mild $4,000. Last 
week, “Holiday Inn” (Par) and 
“Lady Eve” (Par) (reissues), ditto. 


L’ ville Limps But ‘Rib’ 
Hep $13,000; ‘Affair’ 116 


Louisville, Dec. 27. 

Pace at downtown houses is slow 
this week. Looks like home ac- 
tivities and holiday parties are get- 
ting the call. Nice biz is being reg- 
istered by “Adam's Rib” at State, 
while “Holiday Affair” at Rialto is 
okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 

45-65)—“Lady Takes Sailor” (WB). 


week, 





Slow $6500. Last week, “Story 
Mollie X” (U), $6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth .Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65) — “Holiday Affair” (RKO) 
and “Arctic Fury” (Indie). Looks 
like okay $11,000. Last week, 
“Fighting Man” (20th) and “Post 
Office Investigator” (Rep), fair 
$12,000, and m.o. 

State (Loew's) (3.000; 45-65) — 


“Adam's Rib” (M-G) and “Song of 


Indfa” (Col). Best in town, nice 
$13.000. Last week. “Tension” 
‘(M-G) and “Border Incident” 
(M-G), $11,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-65) — 
“Golden Stallion” (Rep) and 
“Brimstone” (Rep). Slim $5,000. 


Last week, “Abandoned” (U) and 
“Black Midnight” (Meno), $4,000. 


; 


into the chips with very big $21.- 
000 for “Baby Makes Three” and 
vaude. 

“Battleground,” too, is going for 
sock $38,000, or better, at Astor 
despite being in seventh week. 

“Inspector General,” new Danny 
Kaye comedy, with Vaughn Mon- 


/roe band and revue, opens Friday 


(2,600; 55-75)— | 


(30) at Strand. On Saturday (31), 
Mayfair brings in “Sands of Iwo 
Jima,”’ new John Wayne starrer. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 


'—“Battleground” (M-G) (7th wk). 


End of pre-Xmas lull is tilting this 
extended-run picture, with smash 
$38,000 likely after big $32,000 last 


week. Stays on. 
Bijou (‘City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40/\—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (62nd 


wk). With extra matinees every 
day since Christmas day, looks to 
hit great $11,000 after $8,000 last 
week. Continues on. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘“Adam’'s Rib” (M-G) with Eddy 
Duchin orch, Tony & Sally De 
Marco, Mitzi Green topping stage 
Vill. Initial week ending next Sat- 
urday (31), and including New 
Years Eve, due to hit huge $112,- 
000. Holding, with strong stage 
layout credited with aiding well- 
liked film. Greatest here in months. 
Last week, “Red Danube” (M-G) 
plus Shep Fields orch, Adams- 
Canzoneri - Plant, Yvette. 
onstage (2d wk-10 days), $41,000. 

Criterion ‘Moss’ (1,700; 59- 
$1.75: — “Bagdad” (U). Being 
helped by holiday upswing and 
heading for $25,000, very fine for 
this house, and best here in many 


weeks. Holds. In ahead, “Danger- 
ous Profession” (RKO) (2d wk- 
6 days’, $8,000. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500: 50-$1.20) 
—"Pirates of Capri” (EL). Week 
ending Dec. 30 climbing to trim 
$18,000, and biggest at house in 
some time. Holds. In ahead, 
“Trapped” (EL) (4th wk), $7,000. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736; 50- 
$1.20:\—"‘Intruder in Dust” (M-G) 
(6th wk). Fifth session ended last 
Monday up to fancy $12,000 after 
$11,000 last week. Stays four days 
in current sianza, with “Sands of 


_ but 


others, 
' 


i Jima” (Rep) opening Saturday 
(31). 
alace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20) 
—*“Baby Makes Three” (Col) with 
vaude. ~-Week taking in Christ- 
mas holiday upbeat looks to reach 
very big $21,000. Last week, “Un- 
dertow” (U) plus vaude, $17,500. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 90- 
“dees =~ “Reettiaed “BERG Se@assena > 


(Par) with stageshow tepped by 
Russ Case orch. Initial week end- 
ing today (Wed.) plus single night 
show ($1.50 for entire house) looks 
terrific with all-time high of 
$132,000. Extra shows and $1.80 
night top Saturday-Sunday-Mon- 
day helping. Broke house Sunday 
and Monday record. In ahead, 
“Great Lover” (Par) with Claude 
Thornhill band, Sarah Vaughan 


Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Hamiet” (U) (66th-final 
wk). The 65th stanza ended last 
night (Tues.) climbed to $6,300 
with two extra shows aiding; 
week ahead was $5,000. “Rugged 
O'Riordan” (U) opens Jan. 4. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—“On the 
Town” (M-G) plus “Nativity” pa- 
geant and Christmas show onstage 


| (4th wk), okay $48,000. 


{3c wie. Soaring to all-time high 
here. with $172,000 or near in 
sight. Holds. Last week, socko 


$155,000, being one of very few 
houses on Street doing smash biz 
in session. Monday (26) was big- 
gest day house ever had, $30,000, 
excepting a couple of ones that 


included New Year’s Eve added 
show. 
Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98)— 


“Give Us This Day” (EL) (2d wk) 
Sensational ballyhoo paying off 
with first week ended last Monday 
hitting big $11,500. In ahead, 
“Riders of Pony Express” (Indie), 
only $4,500 in 6% days. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092: 90- 
$1.80) —“Samson and . Delilah” 
(Par). Soaring to smash $65,000, 


not far from house high. Invita- 
tional preem Wednesday (21) night 
did not figure in total. In ahead, 
“Pinky” (20th) (12th wk-6 days), 
$6,000 but winding up highly suc- 
cessful run. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; 80-$2) — 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th), plus Vic 
Damone heading stageshow. Looks 
to reach huge $150,000 in first 
week ending tomorrow (Thurs.), 
not a record but not far away from 
all-time high. House's figure of 
$30,600 on Monday was biggest 
holiday total ever. Holding. In 
ahead, “Dancing In Dark” (20th) 
and Mindy Carson topping stage 
bill (3d wk-6 days), light $32,000. 

State (Loew's) (3.450; 50-$1.50)— 
“East Side, West Side” (M-G). Nice 
somewhat disappointing at 
$37,000. Holds. In ahead, “Holiday 
Affair” (RKO) (4th wk-9 days), 


Strand (WB) (2,756: 55-$2)— 
“Lady Takes Sailor” (WB) with 


$15,000 


_stageshow headed by Dinah Wash- 


ington, The Ravens (2d-final wk). 
Doing better on first holdover week 
than opening frame. with trim 
$41,000. First week was slow 
$37,000. “Inspector General” (WB) 
plus Vaughn Monroe orch and re- 
vue opens Friday (30). 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) (7th wk). Sixth 
week ended Monday (26) climbed 
to rousing $15,000 after $14,000 for 
fifth round. Stays on. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1.060; 95- 
$1.50\—“All King’s Men” (Col) 
(8th wk). Seventh stanza ended 
Monday (26) held up strongly at 
$13.000 as against $12,000 for sixth 
week. Stays on, with “Third Man” 
(SRO) slated to open Jan. 18. 


Philly Up; ‘Lover’ Lofty 
$20,000, ‘Town’ Colossal 
326, ‘General’ Gant 356 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Strong new product and opening 
of a new film house are in pic 
shoppers Christmas stocking this 
week. William Goldman's new 
Randolph kicked off Saturday (24) 
with “On the Town.” Big bally 
helped to draw lines at the house 
all weekend for terrific opening 
week. 

“Prince of Foxes” also had them 
waiting in line at Fox. Bob Hope's 
“Great Lover” at Goldman looks 
terrific. “Inspector General” at 
Mastbaum, shapes smash. “The 
Heiress” looks great at Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)\— 

“Tension” (M-G). Mild $10,000. 


(Continued on page 16) 










a 
s 
¢ 
* 
° 


— 


* Seite 
p 


——— | 


—_— 























- 
Ferre | gee ey a ae 


a 


Boa 
a % 


10 


INTERNATIONAL 









‘VARIETY'S’ 


LONDON OFFICE 
© St. Martin’s Pince, Trafalgar Square 





Official Brit. Policy on Films to Be 
Given Soon: Wilson Denounced in Trade 





London, Dec. 20. + 


Promise of an official govern- | 


ment statement on policy for the | 


British film industry to be given 
by Harold Wilson, Board of Trade | 
prexy, in Parliament early in the | 
new year, will go a long way to | 
allaying uncertainties that prevail 
at the present time. 

Wilson revealed his intention at 
tie conclusion of a secret meeting 
held at the Board of Trade of the 
National Film Production Council, 
of which he is chairman. No hint 
was given by the Minister, how- 
ever. of the government’s future 
policy and the meeting was more 
or less a three-hour harangue on 
the recent Plant and Gater re- 
ports, as well as going over the 
grounds of the previous week’s 
debate in the House of Commons. 


On the latter issue there was 
complete unanimity on the trade 
side, and producers and labor 
chiefs joined in castigating Wilson 
for his reference in Parliament 
to the “sinister unity” which had 
prevailed in the industry on en- 
tertainments tax. 

In London producing circles it 
was regarded as significant that 
both Sir Alexander Korda and An- 
thony Havelock-Allan planed back 
specially from Italy to take part 
in the proceedings. The only nota- 
ble absentee was Sir Henry L. 
French, British Film Producers 
Assn. topper, who is vacationing 
in Madeira. 

Although not members of the 
NFPC, the chairman and manag- 
ing director of the National Film 
Finance Corp., Lord Reith and 
James H. Lawrie were present by 
invitation of Wilson to answer 
questions on the operation of the 
Films Bank, but there was no of- 
ficial indication on government pol- 
icy on replenishing the rapidly 
dwindling kitty. 


Mex May Set Record With 
110 Films Produced in ’49 
But Trend Is to Fewer Pix 


Mexico City, Dec. 20. 


Mexican pic trade isn’t excited 
by fact that 1949 will be its big- 
gest production year since the biz 
started in 1931 with the making of 
the first talker in this land. Six 





pix nearing completion and being | 
pushed for finishing by Dec. 31, | 


will make a total output of 110 this 
year. Last year’s production 
was 81. 

Trade is mumbling about quan- 
tity, but scant quality for this 
bunch. Boxoffice that mattered 
was for only a few Mexican’ pix 
this year, in Mexico and abroad. 


Indications are stronger that zeal | 


to up production in i950 is being 
curbed. Andres Serra Rojas, prez 
of the trade’s own bank, the Banco 
Nacional Cinematografico, asserts 
that the bank, a semi-official insti- 


tution, has determined to !imit pro-_ 


duction financing next year to 30. 
Guesses are that 1950 production 
will probably take a nosedive to 
around 70. 


Scotland Maps Plans For 
World’s Biggest Pix Fest 


Edinburgh, Dec. 13. 
Scotland will be host to what it 





hopes will be the world’s largest | 


Film Festival. Promoters of the 
festival run in conjunction with 
the Edinburgh international Fes- 
tival of Music and Drama have de- 
cided to extend, in 1850, the whole 
conception of the event. 


mental films as well as documen- 
taries. The name “Documentary 
Festival” will be dropped. 

During next year’s festival there 
will be seven major films shown, 
several of them world premieres. 


Granada Profits Up 


London, Dec. 27. 


Granada Theatres announce a 
trading profit for the year ended 
Sept. 30 
$600,000, an increase of $50,000 on 
the previous year. Net profit, in- 
cluding earnings of subsidiaries, 
amounts to $240,000. 

The group is maintaining the div- 
idend on its ordinary shares, which 
are privately owned, at 742%. 





It will | 
now embrace realist and experi-— 


last of approximately | 


Pilgrim Pix Lab Ban Is 
Eased on Salary Payment 


London, Dec. 20. 


The two-months-old ban imposed | 
by the Assn. of Cine Technicians 
on all productions of Pilgrim Pic- 
tures ‘the company with which 
Filippo Del Giudice was associat- 
ed) has now been lifted, following | 
payment by the company of salary 
arrears amounting to approximate- 
ly $9,000. 

The ban held up processing work 
on the company’ latest British 
film, “Chance of a Lifetime,” but 
work was resumed in the labs last 
week. 


Arg. Pix Studios 
Production Busy 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 


Banks are still confabbing ove1 
the proposed merger between San 
Miguel Studios and Inti-Huasi. The 
latter is the production unit set 
up by actor Enrique Muino when 
he broke away from AAA (Artistas 
Argentinos Asociados) about six 
months ago. An Inti-Huasi picture 
is currently rolling in the San 
Miguel studios, with Jorge Rigaud. 
Silvana Roth, Pedrito Quartucci 
and Enrique Chaico in the cast and 
Ralph Pappier directing, from a 
story by Homero Manzi. The pic- 
ture follows the current vogue for 
sport subjects and tells the storv 
of how footbail started in Argen- 
tina. | 

Interamericana has just finished | 
“El Seductor,” latest Luis Sandrini | 
comedy, and started right in mak- 
ing the next picture with that star, 
under Lucas Demare’s direction. 
Sandrini is anxious to wind up his 
local pix contracts for a jaunt to 

| Europe; he has ambitions to make 
“Topaze” in some Paris studio. 


A new production unit, Pata- 
gonia Films, has started shooting 
“Story of a Foggy Night,” from a 
story by Cecilio Benitez de Castro. 
A new Spanish director is to meg 
and the cast is also made up of 
| new faces. 


| Richard Wrights has started | 
work on “Native Son,” under. 
|Pierre Chenal’s direction, at the 
| Argentina Seno Film’s studios. 
|Emelco Studio is working on | 
| “Sextet,” from the Ladislao Fodor | 
| story, with Juan Carlos Thorry, 
Angel Magana, Amelita Vargas 
jand Malisa Zini, with Carlos 
'Schlieper megging. 
Mirtha Legrand and director- | 
husband Daniel Tinayre are plan- | 
ning their trek to Mexico, where 
Pedro Armendariz is being sought | 
to direct the star in a couple of 
pix. 
Although considerable shipments 
of raw stock are coming in from 
Europe, allocation is made by the 
Board of Trade favoring the pro- 
ducers grouped in the Producers 
_ Assn. only. This has provoked con- 
| siderable beefing on the part of 
_SIPPA, the Independent Society of 
| Producers, which claims it is en- 
titled to 33%, at least, to the 66% 
of the APPA members’ quota. As 
government banks own the major 
part of the APPA members’ stock 
‘excepting Argentina Sono Film), 
the SICCA group has poor chance 
of getting any better treatment. 











| 








Tom O’Brien 


(Gen'l Secretary of the Nat'l Ass’s 
of Theatrical & Kine Employees) 
elaborates on why he thinks 


Parliament’s Obliged 
To Aid the British 
Pix Situation 


one of the many editorial feotures 





in the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number || 


of 


VARIETY 
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Employees Run India 


Film Studio as Co-op 
Madras, Dec. 13. 

Experiment in socialism is em- 
bodied in the running of the Pra- 
kash Studios at Bombay by the 
technicians and artists employed 
_there. The proprietors found the 
running too costly, hence decided 


to shut down. The employees band- | 


ed together and arranged to lease 
the studio. 


tors would have to 





“Morituri,” made in the Ameri- | 
can zone of Germany, opens early 
in January at the Little Cinemet, 
N. Y., with Films International of | 

, America releasing. ' 


Studio is now run on a coopera-. 
tive basis, renting to producers. | 
Under the setup even the proprie- | 
pay fees if they | 
| p-oduce pictures. | 


Into London’s West End; 
All Set for Record Biz 


London, Dec. 27. 


Concurrent with the Christmas | 
holiday, three West End theatres 
are now offering annual panto- 
mime productions. The shows, 
which bowed last week, look likely , 
to do record business. Initial open- | 


ing was Emile Littler’s “Little 
Miss Muffet” at the Casino last 
Wednesday (21). Starring Pat 


Kirkwood, Carole Lynne and Rich- 
ard Murdoch, the show is both 
spectacular and amusing with the 
Cairoli Bros. registering strongly. 

“Dick Whittington” opened at 
the Princess Thursday (22). A 
good comedy presentation by Ber- 
tram Montague, show makes for 
splendid children’s entertainment. 
Nat Jackley, Hy Hazell and Barry 
Lupino star. A lavish production, 
smartly caparisoned, “Puss in 
Boots” bowed at the Palladium | 
Friday (23). Tommy Trinder and | 
Frankiss star in this Val 
Parnell production. An outstand- 
ing performance is turned in by 
show stoppers George and Bert 
Bernard. 

The Palladium presentation is 
more in the vaudeville idiom than 
pantomime offerings. In- 
cluded on the bill are the Dor- 
monde Bros., George Prentice and 
Al Gordon’s dogs, all excellently 
received. 


MORE GOVT. CONTROL 
IS SET ON ARG. FILMS. 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 20. 


New Argentine law gives govern- | 
ment’s executive branch the right | 
to determine what percentage of | 
full-length Argentine films shall be 
shown in the theatres. Executive | 
branch shall also establish the per- | 
centage of pix profits to be dis- 





i 


tributed among the producers, dis-| head, heads for England and the |The oldie 


| 
| 


Aussie Legit Upbeat Biggest Since 


War; American 


Plays Pacing Field 


—+ Sydney, Dec. 20. 





MPAA’s Van Dee im Isra 
On U. S. Films Tax Threat 


Tel Aviv, Dec. 27. 


Attempting to nip threatened 
taxation on American film imports, 
Eugene Van Dee, assisffnt 
Gerald Mayer, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America continental chief, 
has arrived fiere to middie wiih 
government officials and film top- 


| pers. 


‘Three Panto Shows Bow | 


Van Dee will also grapple with 
the problem created by Metro's 
selling several pictures outright, 
contrary io an agreement between 
the major’s continental managers, 
which called for pix to be sold on 
percentage only in Israel. 


U Reshuffles 
Field Staffers 


Important reshuffling of Univer- 
sal’s top personnel in a number of 
the company’s field offices abroad 
has been shoved through by Joseph 
H. Seidelman, U's overseas chief. 
Additionally, Robert Seidelman 
has been named as h.o. topper for 
16m _ distribution abroad, taking 
over from John Spires who 
switches to Paris as a staffer un- 
der Harry Novak, Continental 
head. 

Al Szekler, recently-named chief 
for U's operations in Germany, has 
resigned and returns to New York. 





| New German head will be aired in | 


January. With German operation 
Jan. 1, Max Mendel, U’s former 
manager in Holland, becomes sales 
manager in that territory. B. G. 


| Schimmel, erstwhile publicity d? | 
| rector in Holland, is upped to man- | 


ager. . 


In further realignments, T. M. | 


Noble has been named secretary 
of U’s British company to fill the 
vacancy caused by the recent death 
of J. R. Rance. Cecil Marks will 


| be new manager in Indonesia when 


U begins direct operations in the 
new republic, Jan. 1. Sam Jones 


| has been tapped as company man- | 


ager in Siam, replacing John Car- 
penter, recently resigned. 


Henry Lombroso has stepped out 
as assistant manager in Rome. His 
post will remain unfilled. 

Al Daff, chief aide to Joseph H. 
Seidelman, foreign department 


to | 


Upbeat in live shows for the 
Yuletide and into the New Year is 
the greatest seen here since the 
Yanks took possession of Australia 
back in the days of World War II. 

Shows current in Sydney are 
'“Oklahoma!” at the Royal, with 10 
|U. S. players in a wow for J. C. 
‘Williamson. Minerva has “Sepa- 
irate Rooms,” with June Clyde and 
Hal Thompson, for Pan-American. 
Pente.“Pirates at the Barn.” is in__ 
for morning and afternoon show- 
ings. 

Empire has Kiwi concert party, 
in solid biz after two years’ run in 
Melbourne for Williamson. Palace 
has British comedy, “One Wild 
Oat,” with Arthur Rigby, for 
Fuller-Carroll. Panto, “Red Riding 
Hood,” is in for morning and after- 
‘noon shows. Tivoli has vaude- 
‘revue for David N. Martin, with 
‘Maurice Colleano, Ivor Moreton & 
Dave Kaye, Janjou Bros. & 
Juanita, Fred & Sally Hartnell, 
Terry Scanlon. Running nightly, 
with panto “Cinderella” in morn- 
ing and afternoon. 

In Melbourne, His Majesty's has 
Gilbert & Sullivan opera for Wil- 
liamson. The Comedy has Robert 
Morley in “Edward, My Son” under 
the Williamson banner. Tivoli of- 
fers “The Love Racket,” starring 
Arthur Askey, for David N. Mar- 
tin. Panto, “Dick Whittington,” is 
in morning and afternoon. King’s 
has “Red Riding Hood” panto, with 
Jim Gerald, for Harry Wren. Prin- 
cess has “The Glass Slipper,” with 
British star Helen Franklyn, under 
the Fuller-Carroll banner. Clifford 
Mollinson bows in shortly in “Is 
Your Honeymoon Really Neces- 
sary?” 





Germany Saw 185 US. Pix 
Since End War; 83 in ’49; 
‘Song,’ ‘Years’ Top Draws 


Frankfurt, Dec. 14. 

A total of 185 American pix 
have been shown in Germany sfffte 
the end of the war, 83 of which 
were preemed in 1949, Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. sources said here 
today (14). Total grosses of these 
pix are around 25,000,000 marks 
(about $5,500,000), which are 
blocked at the Bank Deutsche 
Laender. 
Top grossers were “The Song 
'of Bernadette,” which skyrocketed 
|} to some 6,000,000 marks ($1,400.- 
/000). and “The Yest Years of Our 
| Lives,” which grossed slightly less. 
“Ninotchka” ‘(M-G), 


tributors and exhibitors. It shall | Continent early in January to help | which was released later during the 


decide which domestic pictures | 
have a special cultural value en- 
titling them to special considera- | 
tion in these benefits. 


give U's new sales drive a fast 
start. Campaign, honoring Nate 
Blumberg, company prez, runs in 


— proved a terrific b.o. draw, 
too. 


Other pix with extremely good 


| 32 countries for 17 weeks, starting | grosses were “The Seven Sinners” 


At the present time Argentine Jan 1. Ben Cohn, h.o. exec, is act- (U-I), “Calcutta,” “The Road to 


theatres must show domestic fea- | 
tures for two out of each five | 
weeks. Reports in the country are. 


| that the new orders may call for | 


two weeks out of six in the first- 
run houses and three out of five 
in all others. 


Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Dec. 28. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (134). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (35). | 
“Before Party.” St. Martin (9). | 
“Big Show 1949,” Palladium (10). 
“Black Chiffon,” Westm’ster(35). 
“Bonaventure,” Vaude (3). | 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic) (37). 
“Castle Air,” Adelphi (3). 
“Daphne Laurola,” Wynd’m (40). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx. (22). 
“Eliz. Slept Here,” Strand (9). | 
“Fallen Angels,” Ambass. (3). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (12). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (52). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (48). 
“Her Excellency,” Saville (27). 
“Iee Vogues,” Stoll (24). 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (15). 
“Lady’s Not Burn’g,” Globe (34). . 
“Me and My Girl,” Winter (3). | 
“Murder at Vic,” Playhouse (2). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (134). 
Old Vic Rep, New (11). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (30). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (56). 
“Philly Story,” Dutch’s (4) 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (32). 
“Seagull,” St. James (6). 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (6). 
“Tess & Bill,” Vic. Pal (9). 
“Third Visitor,” York's (29). 








ing as captain in the drive. 


Stockholders Blocking 
C&P, Scophony Merger 


London, Dec. 27. 

Opposition from stockholders, in- 
cluding a representative of Invest- 
ment Trusts, is holding up a pro- 
posed merger of Capital & Provin- 
cial News Theajres and the Sco- 
phony-Baird TV Co. 

As a result, the board is going 
to review the matter, alth 





chairman Jack Diamond disclosed | 


at a meeting last Tuesday (20) that 
C&P already held 52,000 Scophony 
shares. 

Capital & Provincial, which con- 
trols a group of news theatres in 
London and the provinces, includ- 
ing a number at the main railway 
terminals in London, is awaiting 
government sanction to install big 


screen equipment in its own houses. 





Garson Back in Montreal 


Exhib Field After 5 Years 


Montreal, Dec. 27. 

Benjamin A. Garson, founder of 
Superior Theatres, reenters the ex- 
hibition field here Sunday (1) when 
his Universal Theatres takes over 
the Seville. In 1945, Garson sold 
eights houses of the Superior group 
to Odeon in a deal which sti 
that the exhib remain inactive in 
the Montreal area for five years. 


| Morocco,” “The Road to Rio” ‘Par’, 
|'“Boom Town” (M-G) and “The 
_Corsican Brothers” (WB). The two 
| “Road” pix particularly clicked be- 
'cause of Bing Crosby. “The Treas- 
ure of Sierra Madre” (WB) and 
a of 34th Street” also did 
well. 


talo Film Production 
Suspends for Holidays 


Rome, Dec. 20. 


Practically all picture produc- 
tion is closed down here for about 
_two weeks, due to the holidays, 
with only skeleton office help and 
production crews in operation dur- 
ing that time. Many religious feast 
days make it impossible to keep 
up regular working hours. The 
big holiday is Epiphany Day. Jan. 
6. There are many Italian pro- 
ductions which will virtually close 
,down altogether for three weeks, 
with the international setups in 
Venice working only part time 
during that three-week period. 

The power shortage is still an 
important factor. In spite of the 
heavy rains, with floods in some 
places, the power problem is still 
acute, with 30% less power usage 
than in 1948 at this time. It 's 
impossible to make predictions as 
to the probabality of easing up oP 
| the new strict rulings, as the gov- 
ernment is constantly making 
|changes in its rules. 











“Traveller's Joy,” (8i).| . Formerly a unit in United Pictures Corp ired 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (15), Amusements’ nabe circuit, the Se 'u." . distribution ri nts to an 
“Worm’s View,” tehall (140). ville will shift to a policy of first- | [righ import, “A Touch of Sham- 


“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (24). ,run product and “class” art pix. rock.” 













































































AT ONE MINUTE TO MIDNIGHT 
~NEW YEAR'S EVE 


AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY 





OVER 1216 RADIO STATIONS 
COAST-TO-COAST 
THE WHOLE WORLD 
WILL STAND STILL FOR 





Darryl F. Zanuck presents “TWELVE O'CLOCK HIGH” starring GREGORY PECK 244 with HUGH MARLOWE + GARY MERRILL + MILLARD MITCHELL 
DEAN JAGGER + ROBERT ARTHUR + PAUL STEWART - JOHN KELLOGG - BOB (YY PATTEN- JOYCE MacKENZIE + Produced by DARRYL F. ZANUCK 
Directed by HENRY KING + Screen Play by Sy Bartlett and Beirne Lay, Jr. 4 $43 __ Based on the Novel by Beirne Lay, Jr. and Sy Bartlett 
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2 More Of-B way 
Houses Go Foreign 


Riding on the current b.o. boom 








of off-Broadway theatres, two more 
New York subsequent-run houses 





are switching to firstrun foreign | 
pix policies. The Normandie, a de- 
luxe Park avenue nabe operated by | 
the Raybond circuit, and the City, 
a Hyams-Green house on East 14th | 
street, are slated to preem new 
foreign language pix in the next 
couple of weeks. 

The conversion of the Norman- 
die, which has been showing reis- 
sues and third-run pix, will be on 
a short term basis. The house is 
shuttering in the spring prior to 
demolition of the block on which 
it’s located for the new Lever Bros. 
building which will be erected on 
that site. 

The City opens as a firstrun with 
the preea: of a new Italian pic, 
“Tombolo,” Friday (30). The the- 
atre is forced to book new pix due 
to the dearth of playing time 
caused by long runs of topflight 
foreign product in the established 
art houses. Michael Hyams and 
Joseph Green, who also operate the 
Little Cinemet, plan to book first- 
run pix into the City whenever the 
product is available. 

Policy switch of these two we 
oO 


parallels the previous move 
several other nabes towards play- 
ing British pix. The Gramercy 


Park and the Plaza recently have 
begun booking second-run British 
pix and may occasionally also play 
foreign language pix depending on 
their quality. The Gramercy Park, 
a Rugoff & Becker house, and the 
Plaza, operated by Leo Brecher, 
had been showing subsequent and 
reissue product. 


egal len Contianes 
To Harass Mpls. B.0.s 


Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 
Even though a district court 
judge here has held bingo to be 
illegal under the state constitution, 
the game, a considerable opposi- 
tion for showhouses*as now con- 


ducted by numerous clubs and 
organizations, continues to be 
played. 


The court refused to issue an 
injunction to restrain public play- 
ing of the game because the Rev. 
H. J. Soltau, vice crusader, who 
had brought the action in an effort 
to halt it, had not been a bingo 
player himself and therefore was 
not the proper person to bring suit. 
The minister, however, says that 


he and the Minnesota Good Gov- rights to the three co-productions, » 


King Bros. Line Up 
7 Films for 1950 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Seven pictures make up the .- 
production program lined up 
the King Bros., the heaviest sched- 
ule of that organization to date. 

First to go is “The Giant Killer,” 
to be made here for United Artists 
release. Second and third are “The 
Highwayman” and “The Bishop's 
Mantle.” to be made in England 
within four months. 








Selznick-Korda 








Theatrical Attorney 
Louis Nizer 


The Judge Laughs 
sn endian aie eee to 
upceming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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land to work out the wording of | 
the contract with Korda’s lawyers. 
This wording led to another set-to 
and a final blowup between Korda 
and Selznick Dec. 15, the day be-| 
fore DOS and his wife, Jennifer 
Jones, left England to return to the 
U. S. for Christmas. 





Gut Next W eek 





counsel from Hollywood, in Eng- { 


Assn. of America have 
distribute cuffo “All the World's 


COMMUNITY DISTRIB 
FOR UNESCO SHORT 


Members of the Motion Picture 
to 


Kramer was ¢éalled in to work out Children,” a one-reeler produced 
a settlement because by that time for the United Nations Educational, 
Korda and Selznick had become so Scientific & Cultural Organization. 


strained in their relationship they 


Film is a report on how American 


couldn’t even be in the same room contributions are spent abroad for 


without blowing up. Kramer is 
former board chairman of Selznick ' 
Releasing Corp. 

The pix involved in the dispute 
are “Third Man,” for which DOS 
provided stars Joseph Cotten and 
Valli, and which has already 
opened in Europe to tremendous 
gresses; “Gone to Earth,” which 
just completed shooting and in 
which Jennifer Jones is starred; 
and “The Fallen Idol,” another 
Carol Reed job which Selznick Re- | 
leasing Organization has already 
put into distribution in the U. S. 
with considerable b. 0. success. 

At one point in the recent argu- 
ing. Selznick kept his wife from 
‘working in “Gone to Earth,” and 
there was a short delay in shwoting 


the betterment of children. It 
will be released Jan. 1 without 
charge to exhibs playing it. 


For the first time since the war, | 


distribs will use a method similar 
to that of the War Activities com- 
mittee in handling the briefie. Re- 
leasing stint is dividec territovialy 
with each member of the MPAA 
taking on the pic for several of its 


exchanges. 


Dark Outlook For 





2 L.A. Paramounts 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 
Two local Paramount first-run 
theatres handed two-week notices 


as a result. She went back before to their employees, warning them 
the cameras, however, to permit that the houses may be closed un- 
completion of the film. _ |less pictures for continual opera- 
| Dispute revolves around Korda’s tion become available. Notices 
efforts to snare a larger share Of wore the result of the loss of Re- 
the Western Hemisphere income ©n | public's “Sands of Iwo Jima” to 


the three pix—which is expected Pox West Coast, and the possible 


to be sizable. Korda maintains that 
Selznick did not make certain pay- 
ments as scheduled and ~otherwise | 
breached his contract, and that as 
a result the whole deal was thrown 
|wide open. Thereupon he wanted | 
the contract renegotiated to give | 
him a participation in the Ameri- 
can income of the films. i 
| Agreement called for Selznick to | 
provide stars and make certain pay- 
ments via rights to his American 
| pix which he turned over to Korda 
\for distribution abroad. For this, 
| Selznick got Western Hemisphere 


loss of Paramount's “Samson and 


Delilah.” 
Two Paramounts, operated by 
Fanchon & reo, usually are 


first-run outlets 
and Republic features, although 
there is no definite contract to that 
effect. 


McCarthy-Litvak Abroad 





On 20th’s Locations | 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Frank McCarthy, aide to Darryl 
Zanuck, sails from New York 


ernment League, of which he is 2 and Korda retained ownership in Jan. 3 with Anatole Litvak to scout 


director, “will follow through all 
the way.” , 

North Central Allied, independ- 
ent exhibitors’ organization here, 
also is interested in halting the 
game, which Bennie Berger, its 
- president, says “has been draining 
doilars off our boxoffices.” He as- 
serts that the body aiso is now 
prepared to take necessary steps 
to halt it. ' 

The state law legalizing bingo, 
now held to be unconstitutional, 
was passed in 1945. The Minneap- 
olis city council also passed an 
ordinance legalizing it. 





Ontario Drive Vs. Bingo 
Toronto, Dec. 27. 

In an ali-out drive against bingo, 
the Motion Picture Theatres Assn. 
of Ontario is circulating a ques- 
tionnaire to exhibitors designed to 

gather facts on the situation. 
When all information has been 
received and _ sifted, the Assn. 
points out in its current bulletin, 
representation will be made to 
Provincial authorities. Theatre- 
men’s organization maintains bingo 
is illegal competition and violates 


‘the rest of the world. 
Share of Profits 


After a certain gross was hit in 
the latter territories, however, 
Korda was to share the earnings | 
with Selznick. 
other hand, was not required to) 
share any gross with Korda from | 
American distribution, no matter 
how high the figure went. Korda’s 
'demand in the new contract was 
|\for a sharing of this nature. A 
|compromise was worked out by 
Kramer, but then fell through. 

Korda sought to have the Selz- 
nick pact take on a resemblance to. 
the agreement with Goldwyn on 
“Pimpernel.” Under the latter 
| deal, there is an equal distribution 
|of profits from the American mar- 
ket after a predetermined point is 
_ reached. 

' Goldwyn refused to accept the 
finished “Pimpernel” on the claim | 
|it was not up to standard. He has 











refused to turn over to Korda the | 
‘frozen pounds which he agreed to 
_pay for the American rights. His 
only investment so far is the salary 
of David Niven, the star, who was | 
under contract to the American 


producer. Possibility is that Gold- 
wyn will file a countersuit to re- 
,cover funds equal to this amount 
if Korda starts an impending ac- 
tion to recover Goldwyn’s share of 








Film Industry 


Continued from page 2 








the Lotteries Act. 
| =. oo age cost. 
orda’s plan at present is to. 
000. On the other hand, some 34,- have Niven go back to England in 
047 employers in all the rest of February or March, when he winds 
entertainment had taxable payrolls , up a current commitment to Metro, | 
of $113,131,000. and reshoot part of the film. He’ll 
Film industry is characterized then deliver it to Goldwyn again. | 
by larger units than other types In the meantime, however, he is 
of entertainment. It had 22 em- going ahead with plans to file suit 
ployer units with at least 500 in England against Goldwyn. 
workers, contrasted to only three A settlement had been worked 
employers with at least 500 em-/ out between James A. Mulvey, prez | 
loyees in all the other fields com-| of Samuel Goldwyn Productions, | 
ined. In reverse, films had only |and Morris Helprin, Korda’s U. S. | 
3,060 employers reporting none to rep, which Helprin took to England 
three employees. The other fields _with him early this month. Korda | 
had 16,613 in that category. | turned it down, however. 


locations in Germany on “Call It 
Treason,” on which both are asso- 
ciate producers for 20th-Fox. 


Pair returns to the U. S. Feb. 3 


in time to put “Take Care of My 


20th. ““Treason” is scheduled to 
roll sometime during the summer 
in Germany. 


, > éip? 

2A’s Get L. of D.’s B 
National Legion of Decency last 
week shoved United Artists’ 
“Deadly Is the Female” and 
Metro's “East Side, West Side” 
into its Class B ‘objectionable in 
part) category. King Bros. turned 





out the former with Peggy Cum- 


mins and John Dall starred. “East 
Side” has Barbara Stanwyck and 
James Mason in top roles. 


Classification of “Female” was 


due to its “low moral tone, sug- 


gestive sequences and tendency to 
condone immoral actions.” Objec- 
tion to the Metro entry is based 
upon its “reflection of the accepta- 
bility of divorce.” 





PCCITO'S 
Rotus Harvey 
would like to see 
A Return to the Siar 
System; Feels Drive- 
Ins a Big Menace 


. 
an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 





for Paramount | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


After buying screen rights to only five Broadway plays during the 
entire previous 114% panne Of 10 FURS, HERE SSCS BESH ERE snepped 
up three of them in the waning days of December. splurge added 
considerably to Variety's calculations in the Dec. 7 issue showing that 
= percentages had been paid for the Broadway crop during 

The new acquisitions brought the purchases 
$220,000 plus percentages to the above total for a final count of $1 - 
005,000 for film rights to the legiters. That 
what brighter, but still leaves 1949 as one poorest 
plays-into-pix years in recent history. Previous low was registered in 
1948 when only four plays were bought, but the total paid was $1. 
532,500 plus percentages. Of that sum, however, $1,000,000 was rep- 
resented by Columbia’s purchase of Garson Kanin’s “Born Yesterday.” 

Biggest of the new buys was Terence Rattigan’s “O Mistress Mine,” 
‘in which the Lunts appeared on Broadway in 1946. RKO paid $120,000 
| for rights. intending to use it. as a Cary Grant starrer. Paramount 
bought another prior season hit, “Look Ma, I'm Dancing,” the George 
Abbott musical of 1948. Price was $60,000. Betty Hutton will play 
the role held by Nancy Walker on Broadway. Third buy was “Mont- 
serrat,” Lillian Hellman’s adaptation of the Manuel Robles piay. which 
closed a flop Broadway run last Saturday (24). Anatole Litvak paid 
$40,000 plus a percentage for the screen rights. 








Although the British production team of Michael Powell and Emeric 
'Pressburger is moving into Carada for filmaking in association with 
Raymond Massey, they are not pulling out of England completely. 
They are still under contract to Sir Alexander Korda to turn out three 
| pictures during 1950 in-Britain. They are making the switch across the 
Atlantic, however, because “things are getting too difficult in Britain. 
| Many film men do not know where the money to make their next pic- 
ture is coming from, The City (London's financial center) has lost con- 
fidence in the film industry,” according to Pressburger writing in the 
London Daily Graphic. 

Pressburger said the “entertainment tax is crippling—the Govern- 
ment wants far too much money from the industry.” In Canada there 
is no entertainment tax comparable to Britain’s which leads Press- 
| burger to state his chances for success are much greater in the Do- 
minion. He pointed out that feature production plans will hinge on 
| the financial outcome of their first pic which will be an adventure yarn 
to be lensed on location. Special processing work will initially be 
,done in England but, if the venture clicks, a suitable plant will be 
| installed later on in Canada, according to Pressburger. 





Many millions of dollars in losses on oldtime film masterpieces, 
judged from thé angle of potential reissue revenues, have been brought 
to light by major distribs in dipping into their bins for stored-away 
negatives. Because of poor storage methods, now outmoded, negatives 
|}on most early big-grossing films and whatever prints are available 
have been found to be in a condition which makes the duping of new 
| prints impossible. One major discovered that all its negatives pre- 
dating 1932 or thereabouts were unusable for reissue purposes. In 
several instances, majors have been able to borrow prints of their own 
pix from the Museum of Modern Art so as to strike off new prints. 
But the possibility of ultimate sale of either early talkies or old silent 
pix to video is nil in most instances because of storage deterioration. 





Producer Edward L. Alperson got at the end of a long line last week 
in indicating his idea of making a film of the famed King Arthur leg- 
end. He registered the title, “Knights of the Round Table” with the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America. 
| That puts him ninth in line of companies that have laid claim to 
the story and he'd have to obtain waivers from any of them that can 
| show they have advanced plans beyond the talking stage. The old Leo 
Spitz-William Goetz International unit holds priority, with the others in 
line being Selznick, Paramount, RKO, Metro, Edward Small, Douglas 
| Fairbanks, Jr., and United Atrists. 


| Public requests for John Barrymore revivals at the’ Museum of 
Modern Art., N. Y., have been partially answered by a gift to the Film 
Library of “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” Among other recent acquisi- 
| tions are prints of Gabriel Pascal's “Pygmalion” and “Major Barbara” 
plus Carol Reed's “The Stars Look Down.” Meanwhile, an addition to 
| the Museum's staff is Richard Griffith, who recently resigned as execu- 
_ tive director of the National Board of Review. He'll assist the Film 
Library's director, Iris Barry. 





| Distribs have discovered in several instances a graphic demonstra- 
tion that censor boards are becoming stricter over the years. This fact 


| was turned up when reissues, originally played 10-12 years ago. were 


Selznick, on the Little Girl” before the cameras at #84in submitted to the boards for new okays before general release. 


Certain sequences which had passed muster in the past were ordered 
deleted by the boards before a new okay would be granted. Ohio state 
board is one body showing a tighter approach, as well as Lloyd Binford, 

| Official snipper for Memphis. 





Recent mergers among talent agencies in Hollywood is prompting 

_ Various thesps to seek release from their 10% contracts. Under the 

old agreement between the Artists Managers Guild and the Screen 

_ Players Guild, still in effect up to Jan. 1, a player doesn’t have to stay 
De 


with an agency when it merges with anothe 








' 


‘Counterattack’ Retracts 


Continued from page 2 


| March 5, 1948. Last week, through |members of any Fascist group and 
no volition of its own, but under we oppose totalitarianism, be it 
the lash of a $1,000,000 libel suit Communist or Fascism. We con- 
_brought by March and Miss Eld- demn the Russian regime and its 
|ridge on March 15, 1948, it printed agent, the Communist Party of the 
_a retraction. U. S., as a totalitarian system, and 
Faced with the necessity of prov- we condemn the totalitarian prac- 
ing the truth of its charges in tices of their leader, Joseph Stalin 





court, the publication sent its at- | 


torneys to seek a settlement when 
| the case approached the trial calen- 
| dar. Counsel for Counterattack and 
|the Marches agreed on wording of 
the retraction, which was printed 
in last Friday’s (23) issue. 
Headline on the retraction story 
was: “Frederic March and His 
Wife, Florence Eldridge, Condemn 
‘Communist Despotism in Stalinist 
Russia.” Publication then pointed 
out that the Marches had contrib- 


during its war with Russia in 1939 
and that March had traveled over 
35,000 miles to entertain troops 
during the War. 

The couple is quoted by the pub- 
lication as stating: “We are not, 











have never been and do not intend 
to become Communists. We are not 


uted to an ambulance for Finland | 


_.. We believe in the system of free 
enterprise, but we also believe that 
it can best survive if men will 
search their hearts to determine 
where freedom ends and license be- 
gins. We shall continue in the fu- 
ture as we have in the past to try 
to preserve our democracy by ex- 
posing any attempt to eradicate its 

/weaknesses’ and by extolling and 
practising its virtues—because we 

believe that if we live democrac) 

we need fear no other ideology.” 








Cc Re-elects Wise 
, Igary, Alta., Dec. 27. 
| Arthur Wise was _ re-elected 


president of Local 302, Motion 
_Picture Projectionists’ union 
(AFL). 

_ William Felder was re-elected 
v.p. and Jack Ellis secretary. 





| 
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“WAIT! DON'T CLOSE 
THE BOOKS YET! 









oe. 





A GREAT FINISH 
TO A GREAT YEAR! 


Our Anniversary Year was brimful of M-G-M 
Box-office hits, but Leo always finishes in a 
blaze of glory! Look! 


“ON THE TOWN” ( Technicolor) 


Breaking records at Music Hall and everywhere through the country! 


“BATTLEGROUND” 


New special pre-release engagements confirm New York and Los Angeles 
verdict of box-office smash! 


“EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE” 


Launched to the nation at State, N. Y. socko World Premiere! 


“ADAM'S RIB" 


Continues its top spot as one of M-G-M’s Biggest grossers of the year! 


“AMBUSH” 
Twenty holiday pre-release dates forecast big biz for M-G-M’s BIG Western! 


“KEY TO THE CITY” 


Coast Preview riotously predicts ‘best Clark Gable hit in years!” 


SURE! IT’S "M-G-M NIFTY IN 1950!" 
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Small la. Exhib’s 
> e 

Pro-H wood Pitch 

Spurred by the increased accent 
on public relations, a small-town 
indie exhib, Charles L. Jones, op- 
erating in Elma, Ia., has launched 
a personal campaign in behalf of 
the industry via open letters to his 
patrons. Commending Jones on his 
initiative, Ned E. Depinet, head of 
industry’s p.r. Conference Commit- 
tee. said the exhib was anticipating 
“one of the things that the new 
(Council of Motion Pictures Organ- 
izations seeks to do. 

Jones’ open letter, which is be- 
ing circulated by COMPO, opens 
with a plea for a balanced judg- 
ment on Hollywood activities. “We 
get a tot of free ballyhoo for the 
consumption of fans; we get a lot 
of free bad publicity every time 
someone in the industry steps off 
the straight and narrow. How 
many times I have heard that 
‘they ought to clean up that whole 
Hollywood gang. Is the automo- 
bile, steel or railroad industry 
eondemned because some me- 
chanie or vice-president went off 
the straight and narrow? 

Jones, who operates in a town of 
600 population, tells his patrons: 


“Our industry has 100,000,000 crit- | 


ics each knowing how to make bet- 
ter pictures. We must please every 
nationality, community, race, 
creed, trade, craft and profession. 
Not all movies are hits any more 
than all books or plays are a suc- 
cess. The charge that pictures 
have increased juvenile delin- 
quency is no more valid than would 
be the outlawing of sulfa drugs 
because they produced harmful re- 
actions in a few susceptible pa- 
tients.” 

“Hollywood,” Jones says, “is not 
a den of iniquity. To you, Holly- 
wood means movies. Hollywood is 


churches, homes, stores, movie 
houses, dull people, interesting , 
people, families and schools... 


Yes, I like my business. It’s more 


than just selling a ticket. I firmly 


believe that not only are movies 
your best but your cleanest, most 
enlightening, influential and cheap- 
est entertainment.” 





Navy in 260G Contract 


For Columbia Films 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

The Navy has iet a $260,000 con- 
tract to Columbia Pictures for 
films to be screened on ships and 
at shore installations. 

Deal provides for 27 features, in- 
cluding two tinters. In addition, 35 
shorts have been bought, of which 
eight are in color. 


20th Suspends Cobb 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Lee J. Cobb has been suspended 
by 20th-Fox for refusing role in 
“Where the Sidewalk Ends,” which 
Otto Preminger is  producing- 
directing. Picture will proceed, 
however, with Dana Andrews, 
Gene Tierney and Gary Merrill set 
in top other roles. 

Studio is looking for Cobb re-/ 
placement. 


| More 20th A’s 


Continued from page 7 

















ket will absorb them. With di- | 
vorcement looming as the chief | 
factor in distribution for 1950, | 
however, the major emphasis will 
be placed on boosting the number 
of top-budgeted pictures available. 


In 1949, 20th released 24 studio- | th 


produced A's, plus six lesser- 
budgeted productions from indies. | 
While Smith has not revealed how 
many the 1950 schedule will in- 
clude, it’s expected that he will up | 
the number of studio-built A’s to | 
30 and trim the indie productions 
down to one or two from Nat Holt. 
Among the indies expected to be 
moving to another distrib deal un- 
der the new 20t, setup are Sol | 
Wurtzel and Sam Baerwitz. 

With a backlog of 18 pictures 
now completed and awaiting dis- 
tribution and two or three more 
expected to be in the can by the 
end of this week, 20th is well-pre- | 
pared to boost its total of studio- 
produced A films for 1950. Num- 
ber completed to date represents 
three-quarters of the 1950 release 
schedule under the new program 
and the studio anticipates no cut- | 
back in production during the 
coming year. 


Indies to Make Up Rank : 
. . . 
Void in Techni Prod. 
Harrison, managing director | 
of Deitiah Technicolor, Ltd., feels | 
that 1950 will be a banner year for | 
his company, though J. Arthur | 
Rank is cutting produetion dras- | 
tically in the next 12-month span. | 
The tint topper, who arrived in | 
New York last week on the Queen | 
Mary, declared that the gap left 
by Rank’s defection will be filled | 
by independent film-makers who 
are scheduling more color pix. 
British Technicolor, Harrison 
stated. rang up the best business 
in its history during 1949-2 vol- 
ume that exceeded 1948 by 50%— 
and he is confident that 1950 will 
be even better. Although the 
plant’s facilities were considerably 
expanded since the war, the lab 
has consistently been operating at 
capacity. Turning to the British 
government's policy of aiding pro- | 
duction via its film bank, the exec 
said the institution needs a better 
system of financing, especially in 
its miethod of completion guar- 
antee. 


| WB Theatres | 


Continued from page 3 




















Harry Hershfield 


reviews his rich career in an editoriol 
feature titled 


50 Years of American 


Journalism 


on interesting byline feature in the 
upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 











3 MAJORS SUE LIGHTER, | 


LA. EXHIB, ON 7% DEALS 


New Orleans, Dec. 27. 

Metro, RKO and Universal have 
slapped separate percentage-chisel- 
ling actions in Federal district 
court here against William A. 
Lighter, Jr. Defendant operates 
the Center theatre, Franklin; Town 
Hall, Baldwin; Ber, Berwick; and 
Arcade, Patterson, all in Louisiana. 


These houses are involved in the | 


suits. 


' submitting phoney returns on per- 


portedly growing impatient at a 
string of varying offers made by 
20th. none of which conform to the 
RKO or Paramount consent de- 
crees. 

While pushing their dickerings | 
with the Government, the Warner | 
brothers are said to have already | 
closed a deal for the sale of their 
stock holdings in any new theatre | 
chain which may emerge from the | 
consent decree. Wall Street in- 
vestment house of Lehman Bros. | 
is understood to have acquired an | 
1,800,000 shares | 


} 


option to the 
which the Warners would have in 
the new chain. Option is con- 
ditional on the approval of a con- 


reported is $11 per share, or ap- 


centage pix. Chaffe, McCall, To 
ler & Phillips of New Orleans rep- 
resent the distribs, with Sargoy & 
Stein acting as special counsel. 


May Biopic Audubon 

John James Audubon, famed 
naturalist and painter of birds, may 
be the subject of a film biog. 
Hakim Brothers have registered 
three titles with the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America indicating their 
interest in making a feature pie on 
the ornithologist. They are “Au- 
dubon,” “The Life and Works of 
Audubon” and “The Life of Au- 





sent decree with the D of J. Price | dubon.” 


Previous interest 


proximately $20,000,000 for the | subject was shown by Walt Disney, 


disclose the principals it repre- 
sents in the nogtiations. 
port is to the effect that large mid- 
west theatre interests are behind 


entire block. jwho, on Jan. 1, 
| Investment house has refused to| “The Life of John James Audu- 


1949, registered 


bon.” Audubon was an American 


One re- of French extraction, born near 


New Orleans in 1780. He and his 
wife and child roamed for years 


the deal. ‘through U. S. forests, with Audu- 


Semenenko-Fabian Group 


The Warner freres, it has now 
been learned, conducted its sale 
negotiations simultaneously on two 
fronts. While dickering with the 
Lehmans, Warners also were push- 
ing talks with Serge Semenenko, 
exec veepee of the First National 
Bank of Boston, who fronted for 
Si Fabian and a syndicate which 
Fabian had formed. There is some 


basis for a belief that the Warners’ | 
dickerings with Semenenko were 


aimed for a higher price from the 
Lehmans than in the substantial 


| hopes of a deal. 


At any rate. after Fabian’s group 


had reached a point where a close- 


out looked favorable, circuit opera- 
tor was informed by the Warners 
that all prospects of an agreement 
had faded. As a reason for drop- 


ping the Fabian negotiations, War- 


ners sent word along that they 
feared minority stockholder suits 
on the Fabian proposition. 


_ That proposal called for an out- 
right sale of the physical assets of 
the circuit for a price said to be as 
high as $80,000.000. If the deal 
had been closed, Warners would 
have dispensed with the need for 


_a division of the company into two 
units. 
that stockholders of the parent) 


However, it is now certain 


mpany will take one share of 
production-distribution stock and 
one of the theatre chain in ex- 
change for one share of the pres- 
ent concern. 


Meanwhile, reports are rife that 
e Lehmans are buying common 
stock on the exchange to supple- 


ment their acquisition of the War- | 
If so, this buying | of Chicago. 


ner Bros.’ stock. 
activity would be directed towards 


increasing the Lehmans’ or their | 
principals’ capital gains when and 
tt the circuit is sold to other par- 
| ties. 


It is believed that these in- 
terests would not be satisfied with 
a 25° cut in the profits of an- 


‘other sale. 


There is considerable specula- 


tion over another report that the 


Lehmans will break up the circuit 
piecemeal and sel territorial units 


(to circuit operators in the par- 
_tieular sector involved. 


It is be-, 
lieved that a higher overall price | 
could be obtained by this piece- 
meal operation than by the sale 
of the circuit outright. A circuit 
operator in New England, for in-| 
stance, would undoubtedly be will- 
ing to pay more for Warner the- 


_atres in those states than would an 


outside party without his own in- 
terests to pretect. 


bon skooting birds and then mak- 
ing paintings of them. He died in 
New York in 185). 





Complaints charge Lighter with | 


in the same. 








Shuberts’ Suit : 


Continued from page 3 








year employment ticket to Bala- 
ban. 

| Abram M. Davis, “dissenting 
stockholder, tore into the proposal | 


Par Seeks Garland 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Paramount is talking a deal with 
Metro for the loan of Judy Gar- 
land’s services as co-star with Bing 
Crosby and Billi Boyd in a musical 
western, still untitled, to be pro- 
duced by Paul Jones from a script 
by Bill Morrow. 

Understood Metro executives 
are in favor of the loan. Mean- 
while, the deal is also being de- 
jlayed by Boyd's asking price, 
/ $150,000. 


i 


$329,486 Judgment 


For U vs. Marston 


Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 

| Universal Pictures won a judg- 
|ment in Federal court for $329,486 
| against Marston Pictures, along 
|with a foreclosure of a _ chattel 
| mortgage on the picture, “Casbah.” 
| Marston, which produced the pic- 
‘ture, is headed by Nat Goldstone 
and Tony Martin. 

| Originally, Marston sued Univer- 
| sal for $250,000, charging improper 
| distribution of “Casbah,” in which 
Martin starred. 


New Projector System 


New improved film optical con- 
denser system, devised by Harry 
Rubin, projection supervisor at 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., is 
claimed to increase screen illumi- 
| nation more than 50°. 


The Rubin optical system was 
used on “Samson & Delilah,” start- 
ing with the first show last 
Wednesday night at the N. Y. Par- 
amount, and will be employed in 
the future at the Par flagship. In 
last week’s test screening for news- 
| papermen, the new lighting setup 
| was employed on the first reel of 
| ‘Samson,” with instant switchover 
to old system, to show the contrast. 

















Local Jurisdiction 


Continued from page 4 


move in on every flicker house. 
What is more, it is pointed out, if 
this can be done for picture thea- 
tres, then NLRB can decide legit 
chains are in interstate commerce, 


and so are such things as chains of | 


rollerskating rinks, interstate own- 
ership of bowling alleys, etc. 

The NLRB majority found that 
the Princess theatre was engaged 
in interstate business because it 
leases pictures from distributors in 
interstate commerce, and the sal- 
ary checks come from the home 


office in Chicago. The ruling 
added: 
“Because it appears that the. 


because he claimed Paramount did Princess theatre is operated as an 
not need the $2,000,000 loan which integral part of the employer's 
Balaban extended to the company | multi-state business, we find, con- 
|in exchange for notes convertible trary to the contention of the in- 
into common stock at $12.50 per tervenors, that the employer is en- 
share. Edwin L. Weisl, Par diree- gaged in commerce within the 
‘tor and attorney, supported the meaning of the National Laber Re- 
peace pact after contending that lations Act.” 

there was no basis for the minority | J. Copeland Gray. whose: term 
suits. Transaction, he said, was as a member of the Labor Board 
perfectly legal but a deal was be- has just expired, wrote the dissent 
ing offered to save time and ex- in the case—probably his last case. 
pense of litigation. | “It is difficult for me to con- 
| Under the settlement, Balaban ceive of anything more local in 
would reduce his salary from a character,” he wrote, “than a mo- 
current $150,000 yearly to $100,000 | tion picture theatre. The mere fact 
and agree to continue as company that the owner of the Princess 
prez for at least three years. He theatre in this case also owns mo- 


| . 
has also pacted to exercise his op- tion picture theatres in other states | 


tion on $1,000,000 of the notes be-| in no way destro 

é ys the essentiall 
fore the end of the year. It is this jocal character of the enterprise. , 
proviso which requires an early, «¢ , labor dispute occurred 


decision by the court. 

| here it would at most result oni 
| kk Ed in the closing of the Princess thea. 
| whieh Par’s prexy loaned the $2. | tre. With today’s wide choice of en- 


(000,000 which he, in turn. rai sed '¢rtainment available via _ radio, 
‘by turning over the company’s | 


,notes to the First National Bank other theatres, potential patrons 


_ would simply turn to other amuse- 
ment sources. 
“The impact of the labor dispute 
upon commerce would be too 
minor and insubstantial to warrant 
| the =< sy og of this Board. in 
my opinion, it would be more con- 
Bed of Roses; But He | sistent with established Board doc- 
Wouldn't Trade With | trine not to assert jurisdiction in 
City Slickers a 
It is notable that White House 
leaks say President Truman will 


/not reappoint Gray on the ground 


one of the editoriol 
’ > a eoianinn fontures that he has been too conservative 


| while on the Board. 
44th Anniversary Number || In the Princess theatre case, 
NLRB decided that the projection- 
of , ists in the Princess theatre should 
| be represented for bargaining pur- 
VARTETY poses by IATSE and not have a 
. | separate in independent 
Out Next W eek oti 


-unit— the Toledo Projectionists 
Assi. 





Jeff Jefferis 


details why 
Small Town Exhib Has No 











television, community social funce 
tions, to say nothing of .numerous | 


— 





For Crosby-Boyd Pic. Distrib Flacks 


i 

‘filled by letter-writers responding 
'te a radio contest of Tex and Jinx 
McCrary. Radio couple distributed 
on stage $1,000 in prizes, with the 
top award going to Wilfred Puen- 
‘tes, a legiess vet. Puentes received 


|” Metro’s “Malaya” world-preemed 
‘yesterday (Tuesday) at Carolina 
/theatre, Greensboro, N. C. Tom 
Baldridge, M-G expioiteer, working 
on the campaign. 
| Universal is pushing a big pro- 
'motion of Shelley Winters. star of 
|U’s “South Sea Sinner,” by ticket- 
‘ing her for a swing through six 
key cities to help territorial 
preems of the film. Actress hits 
New York Tuesday (3) for a five- 
| day round of press and radio inter- 
_ views tien heads for St. Louis, 
'where “Sinner” preems Jan. 12. 
| She is also slated for Chicago, Mil- 
'waukee, Pittsburgh, Dayton and 
_ Kansas City. 


‘Prancis’ World Preem 


In Germany for GI's 
| Universal is giving “Francis,” 
company’s comedy on a talking 
army mule, overseas exploitation 
flavor by staging the world preem 
in Berlin for the U. S. occupying 
forces. Group of Hollywood play- 
ers, headed by Donald O'Connor, 
star of “Francis,” will plane to 
Germany for personal appearances 
in conjunction with the opening. 
U is also setting a series of invi- 
tation sneak previews in the 31 ex- 
change centers and other key cities 
as a bait for exhib glimming. 


Paramount pitched into a $25,000 





art competition stunt last week 
for “Samson and Delilah.” Com- 
pany is sponsoring the contest 


with the Institute of Commercial 
Art of Westport, Conn., with the 
bible yarn of “Samson” as the 
theme for paintings or drawings. 


=== | Affair opens Jan. 1 with 59 show- 


'ings set throughout the country. 

First-prize winner gets $2,500 plus 
|a cuffo trip te New York. 

More U Mass Preems 

Universal is setting two mass- 
saturation preems plus one con- 
ventional opener for January in 
a continuation of its day-and-date 
policy. 

“Borderline” gets going at the 
Paramount and Webber theatres, 
Denver, Jan. 24, and the Utah 
theatre, Salt Lake City, Jan. 26, 
in prelude to blanketing Colorado 
,and Utah. Some 50 day-date open- 
ings of “South Sea Sinner” in St. 
Louis and its environs are schedul- 
ed, starting Jan. 12. “Woman in 
Hiding” world preems Jan. 7 at 
the Lafayette theatre, Buffalo. 


With its exhibitor showmanship 
contest on “Father Was a Full- 
back” termed successful, 20th-Fox 
plans to follow the same procedure 
for “Mother Didn't Tell Me,” which 
goes into general release in March. 
Winning entrants in the contest 
will split $7,500 in prizes for book- 
ings from March 2 to May 7. Twen- 
tieth sales veepee Andy W. Smith, 
Jr., is making 500 prints available 
on the film during that time, to en- 
able as many exhibs as possible to 
enter the contest. By working the 
same kind of a stunt on “Father,” 
20th booked a record of 6.000 play- 
dates for the film during its first 
10 weeks of release. Judging by 
the national panel, comprising 
William Ainsworth, Si H. Fabian 
and Lou Little, will take place 
shortly, with results to be an- 
nounced in early January. 


| 
' 





Same Technique 


Continued from page 4 


already disposed of the distribu- 
tion rights in most of the Conti- 
néntal market. Thus, Paal points 


out, when the film hits the U. §S., 
the initial boxoffice returns will 
mean an almost immediate profit 
Since there are negligible expenses 
to pay off. 

Meanwhile, Paal is readying his 
next picture, “Goodbye U.S.A..” a 
story of a Briton, Frenchman and 
a lone Woman from Germany and 
Italy who are deported from the 
_U.S. Plans call for the film to be 
nvade under the same arrangement 
that the producer turned out “Five 
Cities.” George Tabori is writing 


the American sequence on “Good- 
| bye” and also is devising the over- 
all framework. 
“Goodbye” will be strictly Paal's 
own venture, sans Morros and Wil- 
, son, and is scheduled to rol! May !. 
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WALTER S 


DIRECTED BY 


HENRY 


YOUD NEVER GUESS WHAT HE /NSPECTS/ 


spector Gen 


PRODUCED BY 


LEZAK= cteitanicesiee JERRY WALD 





Screen Play by Philip Rapp and Harry Kurnitz Suggested by a Play by Nikola: Gogo! 
K Lyrics and Music by The Associate Producer SYLVIA FINE * Musical Oirection and Incidental Score by Johnny Green 
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Film Reviews 
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Tombolo 


war over, the city and its envi- 
rons abound with surplus Allied 
supplies, thieves, the poverty- 
stricken and prostitutes. 

Hideout for these characters 
who live either by their wits or 
their physical charms is a wooded 
retreat called Tombolo. Firmly 
caught in this web of iniquity is 


Adriana Benetti, a member of a 
black market gang. Although a 
girl of loose morals, she poses as 
engaged when her father ‘Aldo 
Fabrizi) finds her after a long 
search in order not to hurt him. 

Plot meanders along and reaches 
its climax when the blacketeers 
are caught red handed in a raid 
on a supply depot. Credit for 


foiling the ring goes to Fabrizi, 
a warehouse watchman, whose own 
building was looted while he was 
visiting his daughter. Elio Steiner. 
the brains of the gang, is killed as 
well as Fabrizi while Miss Benetti 
and her true love, Luigi Tosi, are 
permitted to escape to start a new 
life. 

Dominating the film’s score are 
a flock of American jazz tunes. 
Presumably this was done in the 
hope of complementing the at- 
mosphere of licentiousness. Per- 
formances are generally good 
Fabrizi’s portrayal of the father 
is well done as is Miss Benetti’s 
interpretation of the daughter. 
John Kitzmiller is fair as an Amer- 
ican Negro sergeant and other cast 
members worthy of note include 
Nada Fiorelli, Tosi and Steiner. 
Giorgio Ferroni’s direction helps 
maintain the film’s lawless mood. 
Camerawork of Piero Portalupi 
also captures the flavor of the 
yarn. Picture’s title is meaningless 
to American audiences and a more 
descriptive label would likely aid 
the b.o. Gilb. 


Yvonne la Nuit 
(ITALIAN—SONGS) 
Genoa, Dec. 15. 


ENIC release of Rizzoli-Amato produc- 
tion. Stars Olga Villi, Tote; features 
Frank Latimore,. Gino Cervi, Eduardo De 
Filippo. Directed by Giuseppe Amato. 
Story and screenplay, Fabrizio Sarazani: 
camera, Mario Craveri; music, Pasquale 
Frustaci; editor, Maria Rosada. At Olim- 
ia. Genoa, Dec. 14, °49. Running time. 
3 MINS. 


.. je rrr Olga Villi 
ss 6 an 06 QE Toto 
Tt. Rutelli . Frank Latimore 
The Colonel . Gino Cervi 


The Lawyer '. Eduarde De Filippo 





“Yvonne la Nuit” is a nostalgic 
turn-of-this-century costumer 
which should please in Italian lan- 
guage situations, particularly when 
it can jerk a tear or two. Though 
the film’s continuity isn’t always 
smooth, audience interest is sus- 
tained throughout most of the foot- 
age. Soapy yarn recounts the 
downfall of a chanteuse, Yvonne. 
With her lover killed in World 
War I. and their son, who she be- 
lieves died at birtg, kidnapped by 
the lover's aristocratic father to 
save the family honor, she shares 
her old age with a faithful friend 
ag has secretly loved her all his 
ife. 


Olga Villi and Frank Latimore 
make the lovers believable in spite 
of the stilted dialog. Comedian 
Toto is a bit miscast as Yvonne’s 
faithful companion, supposed'y a 
= figure even without trying, 

e’s unconsciously funny and the 
effect produced is the opposite of 
that desired. Gino Cervi and Ed- 
uardo De Filippo contribute strong 
bits. Photography and other pro- 
duction credits are of the highest 
quality. Hawk. 


The Children 
(Barnen fran Frostmofjallet) 


(SWEDISH) 
Scandia release of Sandrew Bauman 
roduction. Directed by Rolf Hushberg. 
creenplay by Husberg, based on Laura 
Fitinghoff's novel, “Children of the 
Moor”; camera, O. Nordemar: music, Sven 
Skold; English titles, A. Nostam. At Ar- 
cadia, ** Dec, 22, *49. Running time, 


~ MIN ie 

Mn s.¢. sbtees veeeiaal ns n 
DD. ¢o6ee0e8se66a00n Siv _ — 
DET scvesecennetubed Anders Nystrom 
SE. » 00000086eeea0ne Fiffi Honet 
DTT  »%:0eo0seeeenne ty gren 
NR Paula Jagaeus 
| oe Christina Jagacus 
Shoe-Pelle sj... . ca vase. John Ericsson 
Gamekeeper Grape........ Ragnar Falck 
Mrs. Grape ........ss00. Britta Brunius 
Bic Jon sv 0ceee 6eennae Asander 
eer Inerid Luterkort 
The Minister............ Gunnar Sjoberg 
Oskar _Niva seeseeen Helge Hagerman 
His Wife .. ++. Solveig Hedengran 





(In Swedish; English Titles) 
The struggle of children to hold 


mp under overbearing odds has '| 


been the theme of a number of 
films in the past few years. Though 
revolving around the plight of 
seven orphaned children, this pic 
differs from most of the recent 
product in that it does not reflect 
on the postwar period. The story. 
based on Laura Fitinghoff’s novel 
“Children of the Moor,” is situated 


“ Metro, which would give him a flat | 


Even Divorce Phones 

Paramount’s switchboard is 
the latest target of divorce- 
ment which separates the pro- 
duction-distribution company 
from the theatre chain, Jan. 1. 
United Paramount theatres, 
newly-created circuit, drops its 
use oi: the Bryant 9-8700 tele- 
phone number on that date, re- 
placing it with the non-inte- 
grated Longacre 3-1100. Pic- 
ture company sticks by its Bry- 
ant number. 

Paramount theatre, UP’s 
Broadway showcase, has al- 
ready switched ta the LO 
3-1100 call number. It pre- 


in Sweden's Frostmo mountain 
country. Film is low on drawing 
power, but has a warmth and sim- 
plicity that should qualify -it for 
art house situations. 

Yarn follows a family of seven 
kids who rather than go to the 
poorhouse, wander through the 
countryside stopping off for shelter 
at various cottages. Ranging in| 
age from approximately two to 14, 
the group diminishes as the kids 
two-by-two, are taken in by friend- 
ly people. The oldest boy, the last viously shared BR 9-8700 with 
te find a new home, is adopted by| Par’s h. o. 
a clergyman. — 


baile against deep snows. cold TOA’S MIDWINTER MEET 
SET FOR JAN. 11 IN D.C. 











weather and numerous other ob- 
stacles is vividly and touchingly | 
depicted. Characters brought into | 
play through their journeying in- 
clude a kindly old cobbler, ru- soit, 
mored to be an ogre, but in truth annual midwinter meet of officers 
a ag old man on ne them and directors will be held at the 
from the county guardian; a game ; : : 
warden and his wife, who. with no Mayflower hotel, Washington, Jan. 
children of their own, take in the 11-12. Two all-day business ses- 
two youngest kids; a couple with a sions will be preceded by a dinner 
dying son and dead daughter, who on the evening of the 10th. At- 
also keep two of the children and =" 
a farm couple, who give lodging tendance of some 75 exhibs is ex- 
to the three remaining members pected. 
and end up adopting two of the; ‘Tentative agenda includes dis- 
juves and the family oat. cussion of TOA’s participation in 
Cast, headed by Hans Lindgren, the Council of Motion Picture 
performs with feeling and cunvic- | Organizations; strategy on winning 
tion. John Ericsson is standout aS 4 Federal tax relief measure; na- 
the old cobbler. Rolf Husberg’s | tional membership campaign drive; 
and preparation for a public hear- 
ing on theatre television before 
the Federal Communications Com- 
| mission. 


direction has captured the mood of 
the story, while O. Nordemar’s 
camera offers an authentic back- 
ground. 








Chi Exhibs To Convene 
Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Annual convention of the United 
ne oe | Theatre Owners of Illinois which 
Smadja, now Eagle Lion’s Euro) Edward Zorn heads will be staged 
pean rep. Solmsen is now part-| Feb. 9-10 at the Abraham Lincoln 
nered with Ilya Lopert, American hotel, Springfield, Ill. Gael Sulli- 
distrib-exhib of foreign pix, in pro-| yan, exec director of Theatre 
duction in Italy. |/Owners of America, and TOA 
Gladiator got the “Postman” biggies are expected to attend. 
rights for non-English-speaking ter-| Dave Jones of Kerasotes circuit 
ritories from Metro in 1937 for a is handling reservations. 


period of five years when the Amer- | 
RKO-Met Scrap 


ican studio figured there was no 
<ontinued from page 5 


‘Hot’ Version 


ae Continued from page 5 Qa 





chance of making the Cain yarn 
here because of censorship prob- 
lems. These were finally overcome 
in 1946. 


The French pic was called “Le | has tabled a pl li 
Dernier Tournant” (“The Last tion ~ wr oie comani . take 


vot, Castaue Maaneige oh Michele | Sate, Snes ene pectnenctlp Go 
Simon. Gladiator and Metro allege ributed its an pool stockhold. 
that “Obsessione” was a direct pla- ers of the parent outfit on a pro 
giarism of this film, even to many rata basis. 
camera angles and dialog. The Ital- | 
| Sam ay fms — al George Skouras on a possible set- 
= t> eae @ Geel -aith Sietee to! tlement of their dispute over some 
eliminate possibilities of a suit. frven Jr yonerated New York 
Metro has refused to make terms. | in poase-pipe coquleth Depinet wil 
- 4 the Italian version was definitely abandon the third com- 
eee bs 3 successful in Europe pany scheme in favor of depositing 
k ~* ] rench and has been remaining joint interest stock, in- 
a y many critics as much cluding Metropolitan, with the 
superior to the Metro pic. Metro | court. 


and Galdiator have agreed to a 50-|  eanwhile. Malcolm Kingsberg, 


50 split of any coin received out of RKO Theatres chief, has made a 


| the Italian suit. 


Metro-Deutsch 


Continued from page 5 


| number of offers to Reade as a 
way of settling their differences. 
One proposal would have Kings- 
berg divide the theatre properties 
_into two parcels and permit Reade 
make his choice of either pack- 
age. Another would have Kings- 
~ pe from $200,000 and is said herg fix a price on the chain and 
to making progress with the then offe~ either to buy or sell at 
_ author. ‘the figure 

| However, the figures still make | ‘Saat is i 

’ S$ sai hav. - 
the whole deal unfeasible as far as_ sideration ae 





Deutsch is concerned, since they'd ods of breaking up the partnership | 


|considerably add to the loss he is venture. 
| bound to sustain on the project in | 
any case. About $500,000 has al- 
|Teady been invested in purchase of 
rights, work on a screenplay and 





D. G. Henderson, pegeestiontet 
at the Palace theatre, Calgary, was 


\efforts at an indie production. “elected president of the Calgary | 


Metro will agree to absorb none of | branch, Canadian Motion Picture 
‘this coin already expended. | Pioneers. 
Deutsch is now a producer at. 





Copyright Counsel 
Julian T. Abeles 


recalls some more Ozark memories 


sum for rights to the book and | 
presumably assign him to handle | 
the reins on the filming. Horne, | 
J part = yy deal by which 
| Deutse ught out his interest in | amusing piece 
| Steey Pedestions, retains a par- | adie 

ticipation in an rofits Deutsch 

soaliben from “aieeesen” but | Bef ore I Wore Shoes 


since it appears highly unlikely | > ea 


he'll have any, the point is con-| 

sidered academic. one of the many byline features in 
In the meanwhile, United Artists | the upcoming 

last week registered with the Mo- | 

tion Picture Assn. of America the | 


‘title, “Edge of Innocence.” There | 


44th Anniversary Number 


was no indication for which of its of 

indies the registration was made. VARIETY 
It was classed on the MPAA form | 

as an “original feature,” indicating Out Next Week 








it was not a published story. j 





Theatre Owners of America’s | 





Talks are also continuing with | 





Picture 
PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 9) 
Last week, “Jolson Sings Again” 
(Col) (12th wk), OS $8,000. ” 

Boyd (WB) (2 ; 50-99)—“Holi- 
day Affair” (RKO). Fancy $18,000. 


Last week, “Bagdad” ‘U) ( wk), 
$10,000. 


ee 








By Night” (RKO), plus Dr. Neff’s 
“Madhouse of Mystery” onstage. 
Okay $18,000. Last week, “Threat” 
(RKO) and “Daiton Gang” (Indie), 
mild $12,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) — 
“Prince of Foxes” (20th). Socko 
$38,000. Last week, “Pinky” (20th) 
(8d wk), fine $19,000. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- | 


99)\—“‘Great Lover” (Par). Terrific 
$20,000. Last week, “Forsyte 
Woman” (M-G) (5th wk), $7,500. 

Kariton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—“Adam’s Rib” (6th wk). Still 
getting play at $8,500. Last week, 
$8,700 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Inspector General” (WB). Wow 
$35,000. Last week, “Intruder in 
Dust” (M-G) (2d wk), $13,000. 


Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— | 


“The Heiress” (Par). Terrific $28,- 
000. Last week, “Big Wheel” (U) 
(2d wk), $10,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Story Molly X” (U). Slim $9,000. 
Last week, “Hatchet Man” (WB) 
and “Fareweii to Arms” (WB) (re- 
issues), $7,500. 

Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Fallen Idol” (‘EL) ‘6th wk). 
Dropped off to $6,500. Last week, 
sturdy $8,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (1,500; 50- 
/99)—“On the Town” ‘(M-G). Colos- 
sal $32,000 or over. Opened this 
week. 


New Films Hypo Mpls.; 
Dancing’ Lively $17,000, 
‘Affair’ Fancy $12,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 
Impressive line-up of pix is stim- 
ulating the normal boxoffice re- 
bound here this session. Out in 
‘front are “Dancing in the Dark” 
and “Holiday Affair” which stand 
out as the ace newcomers. Other 
fresh entries include “Reckless 
Moment,” “Challenge to Lassie” 
and “Red Danube.” It’s longest 
newcomer list for any single week 
in months, lone holdover being 
“The Wench.” 
} Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Red Danube” (M-G). Rolling to 
sturdy $6,000. Last week, “Tell To 
Judge” (Col) (2d wk), puny $3,500. 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Dancing in Dark” (20th). Fairly 
big $17,000. Last week, “Grant 
Takes Richmond” (Col), light 
_ $9,000. , 
RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
50-70)\—“Holiday Affair” (RKO). 
All advertising stresses fact that 
| equivalent of money back is as- 
| sured those who don't like it. This 
is all to good and is an pic- 
_ ture to roll fast at outset. imb- 
jing to fancy $12,000. Last week, 
_“That’s My Baby” (U), $7,000. 








RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Reckless Moment” (Col). Good 
$7,000. Last week, “Tokyo Joe” 
(Col) (2d wk), $5,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Chal- 
lenge to Lassie” (M-G). Mixed 
opinions on this, but Lassie still 
has plenty of fans. Okay $10,000 
looms. Last weck, “Gal Who Took 
West” (U), $6,500. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70)—“The 
Wench” (Indie) (2d wk). Bounc-, 
ing out satisfactory fortnight at 
$2,000. Last week, okay $2,400. 


OMAHA 
(Continued from page 9) 
den” (M-G) and “Brimstone” 
(Rep), $9.000. 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
, “Holiday Affair” (RKO) and “Rid- 
ers in The Sky” (Col). Okay $7,-| 
000. Last week, “Dangerous Pro-| 
'fession” (RKO) and “Stagecoach | 
| Kid” (RKO), $7,000. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — | 
“Blue Lagoon” (U) and “Movie 
Crazy” (MPSC) started Sunday 
(25). Last week, “Jolson Sings 
Again” (5th wk), oke $3,000. 
SEATTLE 
(Continued from page 8) 
Them Laughing” (WB) and “Mas- 
i anal (Mono) (3d wk), nice 


Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200: 59- | 
| 84)\—“Holiday Affair” (RKO) and. 
“Red Desert” (Indie). Smash $14,- 
000. Last week, “Scarlet Street” 
(FC) and “Back Street” (FC) (re- 
| issues), $4,300 in 8 days. 

Orpheum ‘Hamrick) (2.600; 59- 
84)—“Lady Takes Sailor” (WB) 
and “Dalton Gang” (SG). Sturdy 








(“Lost 
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Grosses 


| $12,000. Last week, “Farewell to 
'Arms” (WB) and “Hatchet Man” 
(WB) (reissues), $6,000. 

| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40- 
| 69)—"To: Joe” (Col) and “Arctic 
| Fury” (RKO) (2d ruas) plus vaude. 
Good $6,500. Last week, “Chicago 
|Deadline” (Par) and “Song Sur- 
render” (Par) (2d runs) plus vaude, 


Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—“Live $4,600 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039: 
59-84)—“David Harum” (20th) and 
“Steamboat Round Bend” (20th) 
(Reissues). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
“Bride for Sale” (RKO) and “Dep- 
uty Marshal” (Indie) (2d wk), $6.- 
500. 





MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 8) 


“Ichabod” (RKO). Modest $9,000. 
Last week, “Saints and Sinners” 
(Indie), $4,500. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Tokyo Joe” (Col) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up fairly well with $9,000 after 
socko $13,000 opener. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45) — 
“Holiday Inn” (Par) and “Lady 
Eve” (Par)* (reissues) (2d wk). Do- 
ing okay $6,000 following $7,500 
in first. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Tall in Saddle” (RKO) and “Joy 
of Living” (RKO). Oke $6,000. 
Last week, “Bel Ami” (UA) and 
“Jackpot Jitters” (UA), $3,000. 














Continued from page 3 <== 


the co-op American distrib agency's 
eastern European rep, who was in 
Moscow iast summer. Directors 
turned it down, demanding that the 
‘Russians stick to the original deal. 
When this impasse persisted for 
several months, Maas himself took 
off for the Russe capital in Novem- 
ber. He was accompanied by Kan- 
turek. 

Since Johnston's original deal 
was okayed more than a year ago 
by the MPEA directors, Maas’ re- 
turn to them for another approval 
obviously indicates that he has re- 
ceived a compromise proposition 
which will require their nod. His 
optimism would lead to the further 
belief that the new deal is favor- 
able enough to likely win the 
board’s support. 

The new deal is viewed by in- 
dustryites as a coup for Maas since 
it had been generally believed that 
the Russe’ prospects were dead. It 
was not thought that anyone would 
be able to jack up either the price 
or the quantity of films they would 
take to a point high enough to win 
MPEA board approval. 


‘King’s Men’ , | 


mm comtinued from page 5 








'‘Men”), William Wyler (“The Heir- 
ess”), William Wellman ‘“Battle- 


ground”), Mark Robson (“Home 
of the Brave”), Alfred Werker 
Boundaries”) and Roy 
Boulting (“Fame Is the Spur’). 
Most of the above pix were also 
among the original nominations for 
the best film of the year. 

For male acting honors, Brod- 
erick Crawford was palmed with 
nine votes for his performance in 
“King’s Men,” with Ralph Richard- 
son getting five for “Fallen Idol” 
and Juan Hernandez three for ‘“In- 
truder.” Olivia DeHavilland led in 
the “best actress” division, winning 


on the fifth ballot with a two-thirds 
| majority over the rest of the field. 
‘Dame Edith Evans, who appeared 
i'm “Dolwyn” and 


“Queen of 
Spades,” both British, was runner- 
up with five votes. 

In the foreign language category, 
“Bicycle Thief” ran away on the 
first baliot, getting 13 votes to two 
for “The Affair Blum,” one for 
“Devil in the Flesh” and one for 


\“The Last Stop.” 





Boff Stage Show 


Continued from page 2 


| 
won a tremendous, spontaneous 
ovation. 


New vaudfilm policy is modeled 
along the lines of the stage pres- 
entations at New York's Radio City 
Music Hall. Permanent Empire 
producer will be Karson, who was 
long associated with the Hall. 
Other production personnel in- 
clude Edward Noll, choreographer; 
Frank Staff, ballet master, while 
Gene Snyder, assisted by his wife, 
Dixie Dunbar, trains and directs 
the precision dancers. 
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Clips from 


Film Row 





NEW YORK | 


For a third time, Metro has re- 
vised its releasing schedule for the | 
first four months of the coming | 
year. Total has now been set for 
12 new pix and one reissue from | 
January to the end of April. Com- 

any has shoved up its general re- 


| Hannibal and Mexico in Missouri, Co. closing deal for sale of Gopher, 


and Keokuk, Ia. 

To stop increase of juve delin- 
uency in Bridgeport, Ill., Poiice 
hief Claude Gray ordered juves 
to keep out of picture theatres 
after 9 p.m. unless accompanied 
by parents. 

The Roxy, Fox Midwest Circuit 





been at Lyceum, legit roadshow 

house, and Pix, loop sureseater. 
Bennie Berger, 

Allied president and circuit owner, 


off with the wife for two-month Continued from page ¢ 
rest in California. 


As another step in carrying out | ber of additional contracts can be 

consent decree, Minnesota Amus. obtained to really matter. 
“On the other hand, if we are 

) “B” house, only downtown | 

| - on it will Sine te Gite, successful in turning out an excep- 
Clem Jaunich, circuit owner, | tional one-hour feature, as we be- 
granted permit to build 975-seat jieve we've done with ‘The Golden 
| theatre at Austin, Minn., as part of 29s,’ there’s no limit on potential 
$200,000 shopping center. Para- return. We have the possibility of 
mount circuit now owns and op- 
/erates the three theatres in town. 


MOT’s ‘Specials’ 








gagements, so that we have a 




















high rentals and percentage en- | 


—-=—~ 


5006 for Italy-Made 
? 
‘Horn’ by New Indie 
Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Latest to leap into European 
production are producer Rene Wili- 
‘liams and director Alfred Zeisler, 
who planed for Rome yesterday 
| (Monday) to film “Horn of Plen- 
ty” at the Cinecitta Studios. Budg- 
eted at $500,000, pic is slated to 


roll March 1. 
“Plenty” will be turned out by 


— 


fe 





ease of “Battleground” with Feb-| house in West Frankfort, UL, be- . 
ie <" é : : nou 4 . aoe, Sao ; Williams Productions, ’ > 

“Malaya” “An . 1 Bast ng readies ter cory Sena —_ || chance of making some money, pany is controlled by Willlawe 

Side, "West Side” are slotted ‘on face = — Sa nd | s . | which we don't have in the shorts who's making his initial producing 

2 ee al — ~+ open his Annex, HMerrin, +» an ” : : P : 

Searemn R= “tatroder in the Eivell, laurphpehere,  ii., sbeut | Maverick Pix | | ain arrangements ior Wisberg gr ge ge ~ sone 
ebruary includes “Intruder in : : meat : . s ollexfen : 

Dust.” “Key to the City” and come Sime. Continued from page 5 aam=='f the new featurettes have not been screenpiayed from the former's 


“Blossoms in the Dust,” an oldie. 
“Nancy Goes to Rio,” “Black 
Hand” and “Conspirator” are lined 
up in March and “The Yellow Cab 
Man.” “Side Street” and “The 
Outriders” in April. 

Joe Clair, former UA exploiteer, 
joined Eagle Lion for national tie- 
ups on “The Sundowners.” 

Famous Pictures Film Exchange 
of New York last week closed a 
distribution deal with Devonshife 
Film Co. of Boston covering New 
York state release of some nine) 
“Cisco Kid” westerns. Devonshire 
previously acquired the domestic 
distribution rights to the series 
from Monogram. At the same time 
Famous inked a pact with Ray- 
mond Freidgen of Hollywood 
which gives the company the New 
york franchise for tnree neW cat- 


ers, “Red Rock Out!aw.” “The Kid | 


From Gower Gulch” and “Silver 
Bandit.” Trio stars Spade Cooley. 

After resting on the shelf for 
a considerable stretch, Howard 
Hughes’ “The Outlaw” tees off on 
its RKO releasing rounds this 
week. Film is set for 21 key-city 
engagements with the opening 
shots in Boston tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) and Chicago Friday (30). RKO 
took over the film when Hughes 
acquired control of the company. 
A revamped advertising campaign 
won a Production Code seal for 
the controversial pic. 


DALLAS 


Theatre Enterprises, Inc., head- | 


ed by H. J. Griffith, is a separate 
organization and not affected by 
recent deal made in Oklahoma 
City whereby Griffith Consolidated 
Theatres, Inc., was sold to eight 
former employees. 


Interstate Theatres, operator of |Capades.” Allan Barkley, mana- Despite serious differences with 
most local firstruns, will withdraw | ger of chain’s Liberty, replaces | Continued from page 5 Sem" both Samuel Goldwyn and David O. 
from management of Telenews him. John P. Harris moves to | currency iced abroad has little to Selznick in joint production ven- Continued from page 3 


Theatre this month according to. 


R. J. O'Donnell, general manager 
of circuit. Telenews is the property 
of Telenews Corp. of N. Y. 
Lawrence Fontana & Sons pur- 
chased interest of Dr. S. E. White 


in the Hollywood theatre at Port 


Arthur. Lawrence Fontana, Jr., 
continues as manager. 

Former Star at Abilene com- 
pletely remodeled and reopened as 


the State by Paul Nixon, who re- | 


cently purchased house. 
John L. Franconi resigned as ex- 


An ordinance extending for an- 
other year effective date for com- 
pliance with new safety regula- 
tions for theatres here signed by 
Mayor Joseph M. Darst. The bill, 
which would govern seating ar- 
rangements, aisle widths as well as 
preventive measures would have 
become effective Jan. 1. 


Reconstructed Roxana, Roxana, 


Ill., badly damaged by tornado last | 


spring, relighted by Albert Critch- 
low. 

Harry Tanner and his sons, own- 
ers of Tanner Theatre Circuit, 
Pana, DL, organized new corpora- 
tion to construct new drive-iris near 
Pana and Vandalia, III. 

New marquee and seats installed 
in the Missouri, St. Louis Amus. 
Co., house in midtown. 


PITTSBURGH 


Blatt Bros. circuit purchased the 
Aurora in East Aurora, N. Y. Mer- 


ritt A. Kyser is retained as resi- 
dent manager. 

Morris Finkel reelected presi- 
dent of AMPTO of Western Penn- 
sylvania at 29th annual convention 
last week. 

Ralph P. Adelman, who was at 
-WB’s Majestic in Butler, Pa., will 
be manager of new 500-seat Mars, 


Pa., theatre which should be ready | 
to open right after first of year. | 


| Adelman is also treasurer of oper- 
ating corporation. 
| Ben Steerman, chief auditor for 
Warners in this zone, took over as 
Chief Barker of Variety Club, Tent 
No. 1, for 1950. He su 
George Eby, who holds down sim- 
ilar post with Harris circuit. 

Jack Balmer, manager of The 
Gardens for Harris circuit, left to 
go on road as treasurer of “Ice 


Liberty from Harris’ Jeannette, 
Pa., house. 


PHILADELPHIA 


William Guthridge, former man- 
ager of Victoria, Camden, N. J., 
fined $200 and given suspended 
sentence of six months after plead- 
‘ing no defense to charge of em- 
bezzling $400 of theatre's funds. 
| Official opening of William Gold- 
man’s new Randolph set for Dec. 
24, with “On the Town” as tee-off 


set as yet, but it is believed they 
probably will not be handled by 
20th-Fox, which releases the MOT 
shorts. Included in the same deal 
may be the reissue of MOT’s 1940 
feature on the Vatican because of 
Holy Year interest. It was han- 
dled by RKO originally. 

| New featurettes are being fi- 
nanced completely by MOT itself. 
Initially it had a partner, Centen- 
ial Productiens, in “Golden ‘20s,” 
but de Rochemont bought out its 
rights. Centennial brought him an 
idea for a somewhat different film 
along the same lines, but it devel- 
oped that MOT couldn't do it as 
proposed. Transformation in the 
idea was made with Centennial con- 
tinuing to hold a piece of it until 
“WMUn maue tie Veaeur té-asSume-its 


share. 


ing at the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars poured into production 
without a single preliminary con- 
sultation on just what sort of pic 

a distrib can use. After the film 
| is wrapped up, producer and his 
backers look for a bailer from the 
‘distrib via a national distribution 
| deal. | 
| Main oversight of the Hollywood 
‘dissident or the tyro without any 
experience in production, in the 
eyes of distrib toppers, is their 
penchant to make something that 
appeals to them without any prior 
effort to learn whether ix will ap- 
peal to the public. For one thing, 
apparently, when the peeved 
Hollywoodian hotfoots it away from 
| the Coast, to shoot his better opus 
|in more natural heaths, he is con- 
vinced that his particular project 
will win every quality award. 

Frequently, distrib officials note, 
a would-be producer will sink an- 
other $50,000-$75,000 in a film after 
completion in a vain attempt to 
patch the pic and win a distrib 
deal. Since this rarely produces 
a better pic, net result has been a 
complete shelving of the celluloid 
‘and the taking of a tax loss by the 
well-heeled backers. 

One lesser distrib, in the past 
few months, has nixed at least a 
dozen offerings. In all instances, 
these films were first tendered to 
the majors, when and if a major 
| company exec could be induced to 
sit out a screening in a local pro- 
| jection room. 











Korda’s 15 
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eS 
setup. Helprin would set deals for 
release of these pix in the U. S. by 


American outfits. 
While the British have realized 


the pitfalls of attempting to com- 


pete with Hollywood on a quantity 
basis, Korda’s Yank v.p. said the 
producer will turn out about 15 
films in 1950. That will likely 
push him ahead of Rank for the 
first time. Latter has stated he'll 
make a maximum of 10 in the first 
six months of the year, with plans 

very indistinct after that, including 
‘a good chance that he'll duck out 


Lyman Munson | of production completely. 













| do with 20th’s film-making in for- 
eign countries. At least three- 
quarters of the budget for each 


tures, Korda will make more such 

deals with other American indies, 

Helprin declared. He said two 

film lensed abroad represents new deals are now pending under which 

money sent into the country from weil-known Hollywoodites are to 

the U. S. Devaluation, by cutting provide stars and frozen sterling in 

|into the majors’ foreign grosses, return for Western Hemisphere 

_will thus deplete the amount avail- rights to films produced. 

_ Not only in quantity, but in con- 

‘ception, British producers have | 
20th plans to go through with its dropped the thought of competing | 
production slate of pictures origi- with Hollywood, Helprin stated. 

nally earmarked for British pro- | “They fully realize now,” he ex- | 


‘able for production overseas. 
Despite Munson’s resignation, 


original. Shooting schedule calls 
for completion in 90 days. 








Yank Producer 


Continued from page 3 =—— 











working long hours and at an ef- 
ficient rate. He pointed out that 
the unions never bother the pro- 
ducer about hours or working con- 
ditions unless there’s a squawk 
from the members. Latter can 
easily be avoided by standard 


overtime and a system of bonuses 
for good work. 

Wanger had been planning to 
manc-“TRe Duchtss of Lanceaise,” 
starring Greta Garbo, in Rome, 
but gave up the project, he de- 
clared, because of difficulty in ob- 
taining Italian financing and high 
cost and inefficiency of produc- 
tion. He now plans to make the 
pic in England and France. 

Solmsen said that Italian film- 
makers would turn out about 80 
pictures this year, but that only 
three or four might be considered 
suitable for the U. S. market. 
Concentration, he said, was on 
low-budget product which could 
earn its way in the European ter- 
ritory. 

Producer returns to Italy after 
the holidays to wind up work on 
“Sabena,” which is now being cut 
and scored under supervision of 
the director, Geza Radvanyi. 











Upped-Scale Pix : 





its sale of “Jolson” have stayed 
any idea of price tilting by other 
majors. Undoubtedly, Par’s meth- 
od of peddling “Samson” will be 


the rule henceforth. The idea is 
to bally a pic’s possibilities as an 
above-the-regular-price-earner with 
the hope that an exhib catches the 
fever. But no down-the-line en- 
forcement of advanced admissions 
would be imposed. 

Exhibs are convinced that they 
won their battle with Columbia. It 


ecutive secretary and director of ducti Th i lained, “that to te with | 
Screen Gulld Productions Rateins | 9/2, uction. These include, among plained, tha a is maintained that the film, booked 
his affiliation with Realart Pictures | William Brooker, Paramount ex-| others, “No Highway,” adapted Hollywood, they must not try to ‘into 120 situations a weet scales, 


of Texas. 


ST. LOUIS 


Work started on new $100,000 
drive-in on outskirts of Litchfield, 
l., for Frisina Amus. Co., Spring- 
field, Il. Same company expects 
to have ozoners ready for spring 
opening near Lawrenceville, Gor- 
don Junction, Effingham, Taylor- 
ville and Olney in ois, and at 


New York Theatres 


—— RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Reckefeller Center 
GENE KELLY © FRANK SINATRA 








'ploitation manager and commander 
| of Variety Post 713, American 
Legion, running Post’s toy drive 
for children of vets lost in the war. 

Recent annual stockholders’ meet 
of Allied Motion Picture Theatre 
Service, Inc., local buying-booking 
combine, resulted in election of 

Sidney E. Samuelson as prexy. 

Elmer Hollander, Sw Albert 

Cohen, secretary; E. B. Gregory, 

financial secretary, and Cecil Felt, 
| treasurer. 
| New Randolph, flagship of Wil- 
‘liam Goldman indie c opened 
‘with Hollywood fanfare Dec. 24. 
pe 2,500-seater is most modern in 

wn. 

New officers of Tent 13, Variety | 
Club, are David Supowitz, Chief 
Barker; Cecil Felt, secretary; and 
Ben Biben, Dough Guy. 


imake Hollywood-type pictures. 
| There are certain kinds of films 


from a Nevil Shute novel, and “21 
Bow Street,” story of Scotland 


lost considerable momentum 
cause of their resistance. 


In the 


Yard. Ben Lyon, who has been | 
serving as chief talent scout and 
exec assistant to Munson ip Eng- 
land and France, will continue his 
operation. For each picture lensed 
abroad henceforth, however, 20th 
will permit the producer sent over | 
from Hollywood to take complete | 
charge. Latter will thus assume 
much of the work formerly 
handled by Munson. 


Munson, a West Point graduate 
who served as a brigadier general 
during the last war, has been with 
20th since 1946, when he became 
— mye FS Zanuck. In 1948, 

e@ was appoint managing direc- 
tor of 20th Productions, Ltd. 


' 





\they make best.” 


| ized on them rather than hurt the 


that Hollywood does very well and 
that the British can’t come up to. 
On the other hand, there are types ular prices. 

that the British do well that Holly- There is no doubt, regardless of 
wood can’t touch. The British pro- whether Col won or lost, that dis- 
ducers fully recognize, therefore, | tribs will no longer venture on a 
that their strength lies in compet- course which, at best, has proven 
ing only with those pictures which thorny. 


‘long run, it is argued, Col would 
_have grossed more by sale at reg- 


Korda will continue to make 
some smaller pictures for the 
British and *Continental market 
alone, Helprin said. He and Korda 
have agreed that they will not be 
shipped to the U. S. It is thought 
preferable to lose the small num- 
ber of dollars that could be real- 
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Aemual taatian of 2A ing the war, he was chief of A ‘standing of British films in America 
BETTY GARRETT - ANN MILLER? | sidney _E. a BY gt Pictorial Services and also helped | PY exhibiting pix here not really 
ON THE TOWN" Elmer Hollander, veepee; E. B. 'sanize Yank, Stars and Stripes | Suited for the export market, Hel- 
JULES MUNSHIN” - VERA-ELLEN¢ | Gregory, financial secretary; Cecil! and the Armed Forces Radio | Prin said. a 
A me 2A. Picture Felt, treasurer, and Albert M. Co- | Service. a ad 
The Great Christmas Stage Show hen, secretary. . THERE'S ONLY ONE 
j . + 7 
mnieanen, - | UA’s President | Depinet’s Stock | 
Tyrone rowen -. orwe WELLES Walter Hoffman, long 20th-Fox | Gradwell Sears es : . 
‘exploiteer, hired to handle pub- . yme tracts 
“PRINCE D sy | licity_campaign here for “Samson | sire his views on Each oe aT $0,000 sha MIAMI BEACH | 
OF FOXES j}and Delilah” which opens road-| ° Depinet Sesateiee icked ; 25. OCEAN FRONT © 40th to 4ist Ste. : 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture show date at Century in January. | Cycles, Audiences, 000 shares and i ed ether ) 
On Stage—VIC DAMONE ‘ t 4 step —_ consent | Video etc 10.000 ad camgned another COMPLETELY AIR-CONDITIONED : 
| ee com ‘ - | | Rath 
ROK Y rn nl ee ee remo 7 Che] Hatton option on 18,000 shares | | Reon ie « Water neh 
—— an & | Eau Claire, “C” house, Eau Claire, | eee expires Jan. 3, 1950, under the N. ¥. Office TR 4.3193 





terms 8f the option which calls for 
a lapse one year after resignation. 
— stepped out in January, 


Unlike Hughes, Depinet may re- 





| Wis., for sale. It retains three thea- | 
hi: y = ; 

wo St. Paul independent neigh- | 
borhood houses, the Oxford | 









— an interesting editorial feature in the 
8. DeMitie’s masterpiece vpcoming 


Samson ~Delitah'| 


44th Anni 
|| Grandview, roadshowing pictures. | pany Senay 
























Color | 
AEDT (AMARA - TICTOR maATORE - GEORGE SamDERS Former has “Red Shoes” at $2.40) ef tain his stock interest in the RK 
RGfLA LANSBURY - BERRY WHLCOTOR top and Grandview “Hamlet” at circuit along with his holdings in | 
/ $1.20. , si VARIETY the production-distribution com-_ 
PRU Rivou |for ie Gare mb. # ost Out Next Week = which he will head when the 
‘eal engagement, others having) ext Wee ‘two outfits split under the consent if 
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After a year of complete di-+¢ 
vercement during which they 
failed to negotiate a single talent 
deal, NBC and Music Corp. of 
America are going into the new 
year with a “complete — under- 
standing” and with a decision on 
the part of NBC to move into the 
MCA picture in a big way. 

Ever since, back in November, 
1948. MCA’s Jules Stein asserted 
himself in the CBS capital gains 
maneuver in wooing Amos ‘n 
Andy away from NBC, the trade 
has been cognizant of a “split 
down the middle,” with MCA 
aligned with Columbia’s Bill Paley 
in the unprecedented talent deals, 
while the NBC-William Morris 
agency alliance was almost equally 
as pronounced. 

Opening wedge in NBC’s moving 
into the MCA pictufe is the pact- 
ing of Guy Lombardo (an MCA 
client) for the upcoming song- 
writing talent show. In addition, 
NBC is currently negotiating a 
deal with another star on the MCA 
roster—Celeste Holm—for a weck- 
ly series. Miss Holm will also 
guest on the initial Lombardo 
broadcast to finalize the MCA move 
in. (Lombardo show, “Pick a Hit,” 
will be auditioned next Wed. (0) 
with Ben Grauer as moderator.) 

According to one NBC program 
exec, the NBC-MCA lovefest will 
be accented in many other pro- 
gramming direction in coming 
months. It appears, says NBC, that 
the “sensitivity” stemmed from 
MCA alone, with the talent agency 
fearing to trend into the NBC 
camp because of its highly-publi- 
cised relations with Columbia. It 
wasn't until recent weeks, it’s con- 
tented, that MCA and NBC real- 
ized that “we've always loved each 
other, and the whole thing was a 
mistake.” 


$Show Burrows 
Nixes Grapplers 


With Abe Burrows now set for 
two CBS shows (one AM and one 
TV) in addition to his participation 
in the Crosley-sponsored Sunday 
night “This Is Show Business,” the 
comic has dropped his plan to do 
his ringside commentary on the 
St. Nicholas Arena (N. Y.) wres- 
tling matches. CBS had planned it 
as an hour-long video attraction 
for Tuesday nights to compete 
against Milton Berle’s “Texaco 
Star Theatre.” 


CBS may resurrect the idea for a 
later date, with some one other 
than Burrows, but meanwhile Berle 
— have the 8 to 9 stretch to him- 
self. 

Aside from his multiple activity. 
Burrows is opposed to the “grappler 
gabbing” idea. He sizes the wres- 
tlers up as a bunch of hard-working 


(Continued on page 29) 


THAT GIVEAWAY GLEAM 
IS STILL IN. CBS’ EYE 


CBS, shopping around for a show 
to fill the Sunday 5:30 time va- 
cated by Longines-Wittnauer, has 
purchased the “Strike It Rich” 
giveaway, which has been on the 
Shelf for some months. “Rich” oc- 
cupied the same Sunday period a 
couple of seasons back, when it 
Was sponsored by Ludens. This 
time it's due for a sustaining whirl. 
It preems Jar. 8, with Warren Hull 
as emcee. 


CBS initially wanted the show 
for a Jan. 1 starting date, but some 
difficulty was encountered in get- 
ting clearance in view of a Wil- 
liam Esty agency option on the 
package. Esty okayed the CBS 


pickup, but the option has been ex- 
tended. 


As a further Sunday time-filling 
expedient, CBS is also yanking out 
last summer's “Earn Your Vaca- 
tion” quizzer for another whirl. 











MCA, NBC, After Year's Aloofuess, 
Decide They Really Love Each Other 





J. Hugh E. Davis 


(Exec Veepee of 
Foote, Cone & Belding) 


prognosticates 


Radio-TV in 1950 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 











Station Can Nix 
Church Contract, 
Hub Judge Rules 


Boston, Dec. 27. 


Federal Judge Francis J. W. 
Ford ruled last week that a radio 
station has the right to tear up a 
contract if it believes a proposed 
program does not best serve the 


public interest. The finding was 
made by the judge in dismissing 
a suit brought against WLAW, 


Lawrence. by the Massachusetts 
Universalist Convention. 
Universalists sued, alleging 
breach of contract because WLAW 
refused to air a sermon, “Is Jesus 
Risen”. last Easter Sunday. They 
asked damages and an order forc- 


ing the station to broadcast the 
sermon next Easter. 


Station argued that the sermon 
raised “the question of the divinity 
of Christ and the theory of the 
Resurrection” and that carrying it 
on Easter “would, by reason of the 
religious views expressed, be 
shocking to general public sensi- 
bility.” 

The court said “the licensee is 
obliged to reserve to himself the 
final decision as to what programs 
will best serve tae public interest.” 

(Continued on page 29) 
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OLD TRAINING 


GROUND GONE: 


The trade has been cognizant of 
a gradual deterioration in the 
ranks of the announcer fraternity. 
Many argue that it hit a new low 
in 1945. In contrast to the net- 
works’ stable of announcers a dec- 
ade ago, it’s contended, the pick- 
ings are slim today The showman- 
ship has gone out of the business 
and no one has come along to pro- 
ject himself as a personality to 
step into the shoes of the ex-an- 
nouncers who have since moved 
into new spheres of influence in 
show business. 


It's pointed out, for example, 
that 10 years ago the CBS an- 
nouncer staff comprised, among 
others, Andre Baruch, Ted Husing, 
Harry Von Zell, Del Sharbut, Dan 
Seymour, Paul Douglas, Ralph Ed- 
wards and Bill Goodwin. Those 
were the days, too, when a new- 
comér, Henry “Morgan, deseriéd 
Boston and the Yankee Network to 
become an announcer at Mutual. 

Those were also the days, it’s 
recalled when John Carlyle, su- 
pervising the CBS announcer staff, 
with an assist by Gerald Maulsby, 
established the credo: “Let the 
people know they heard you.” with 
a resultant emergence of distinc- 
tive personalities who subsequent- 
ly graduated into bigtime comedy 
or other top show biz facets. 


Bigtime Payoff 


Of the old school, the Von Zells 
and yoodwins have _ integrated 
their talents into comedic patterns 
for the bigtime payoff. Douglas is 
now a 20th-Fox star. Seymour has 
hit the jackpot with, “We, the Peo- 
ple.” “Sing It. Again” and his day- 
time shows. Edwards is in the 

(Continued on page 29) 


Ware New KSTL Prexy 


St. Louis, Dec. 27. 


William E. Ware, Council Bluffs, 
Ia.. radio exec has been elected 
president and gen. mgr. of KSTL 
in St. Louis, succeeding Frank E. 
Pellegrin, founder of the station 
and who now is v.p. of Transit 
Radio, Inc.. New York. Pellegrin 
who founded the station in June, 
1948, was elected a v.p. of the local 
station and remains a director and 
holds his stock. 

Ware has been in radio 21 years 
and was with CBS before founding 
the Council Bluffs firm four years 
ago. He has disposed of his inter- 
est in Council Bluffs and has ac- 
quired stock in KSTL. 
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There's Sniping and Gripmg Among 
Network Salesmen as Rivalry For 





Biz Hits New High in Bitterness 





Norman Corwin 
says 


Gentlemen, Let Us Not 
Be Bums 


. = . 


one of the many byline fecteres 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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NBC's ‘50 Accent 
On On-the-Air 


_ Show Promotion 


In a further bid to counteract 
the CBS programming inroads and 
the fact that’s been left in the 
stretch on the top Hooperated 
shows, NBC has voted to put the 


accent during 1950 on on-the-air 
promotion of shows, with less em- 
phasis on newspaper and magazine 
ads. 

| NBC is convinced that the on- 
the-air technique, far and away, 
brings the happiest results, and 
the web has already initiated a 
drive to “sell” web clients ana 
agencies on the “let’s-use-radio-to- 
sell-radio” brand of advertising. 





The 1950 budgets for publicity, | 


promotion and exploitation have 
been hiked, the roster of sustain- 
ing talent controlled by the web 
has been lined up for integrated 
plugs and affiliates have been 


alerted to the use of all available | 


Station breaks to “sell NBC shows.” 

The “saturation” technique ap- 
plied to “Theatre Guild on the Air” 
is cited by NBC as an example of 
how a program can benefit with 
maximum Hooper results by on- 
'the-air promotion. 
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} Salesmen around the networks 


in recent weeks have been repori- 
ing back to headquarters with some 
fantastic and incredible yarns of 
how the competition has been snip- 
ing away at prospective accounts 
in the hopes of wresting them 
away. It would seem that the mo- 
tive lies not only in trying to wrap 
up the clients for their own webs, 
but particularly to prevent the 
rival network from grabbing off 
the business. 

Chiefly involved are the NBC- 
CBS sales contingents and it’s all 
part of the current pattern which 
finds the two webs enmeshed in an 
unprecedented state of bitterness. 
Some of it, it’s claimed, stems from 





Mutual, but the ABC boys, it 
would appear, 2rc¢ -playing it 


straight.” 

On the one hand, NBC argues 
| that during talks with Standard 
Oil of New Jersey in the hopes of 
getting the latter te bankroll 
Lionel Barrymore for his tradi- 
tional Christmas Day presentation 
of “Scrooge,” “someone” convinced 
SO that Barrymore was in no con- 
dition to do the show. NBC has 
carefully avoided fingerpointing. 
All it knows is that subsequently 
Mutual negotiated its own sponsor- 
ship deal. 

Similarly, NBC avers that in the 
CBS vs. NBC jockeying to get the 
Helbros business (which eventual- 
ly went to NBC with sale of its 
Dick Powell starrer, “Richard 
Diamond”), someone planted a 
“mythical” yarn at the Helbros 
door, to the effect that Powell's re- 
cent trip to Hawaii was due to his 
health, the inference being that 
the show's continuance was in 
jeopardy. 

While NBC admits that it sold 
“Diamond” to Helbros “at cost” 
with no profit accruing to the web 
(figure cited is $3,000 a week), the 
CBS boys argue that NBC is prac- 
tically giving its shows away in 
order to sell time. The Columbia 
salesmen say that NBC sold show 
and time to Helbros as a package 
at $10,500 a week and that, at the 
_ Sunday ‘afternoon NBC time rate 
figure, it amounts to $2,000 for the 
show proper. 


CBS’ 5-Night 
| ‘Average’ Lead 


The new Hooper Pocketpiece 
breakdown shows CBS gaining an 
even greater foothold in the night- 
by-night rating payoff. The “aver- 
age rating” picture now shows Co- 
lumbia dominating five evenings 
the week, with NBC and ABC shar- 
ing one apiece. 

Here's how the averages shape 
up: 
Sunday night: CBS has 13.3; 

NBC, 10.5; ABC, 9.0, and MBC 8.2. 

Monday: CBS, 15.5; NBC, 6.7; 
ABC, 5.5: MBS, 5.4. 

Tuesday: NBC out in front with 
13.2; CBS, 10.8; MBS, 4.4.; ABC, 
3.6. 

_ Wednesday: CBS, 129; NBC, 
10.6; ABC, 5.9; Mutual, 4.9. 

Thursday: CBS, 11.8; NBC, 7.7; 
ABC, 7.6; MBS, 2.5. 

Friday: ABC out in front with 
10.3; CBS, 7.6; NBC, 7.6; MBS. 2.9. 

Saturday: CBS, 11.7; NBC, 105; 
MBS, 6.9; ABC, 2.1. 


KRSC, Seattle Indie, 
Fetches 1126 Price Tag 


Seattle, Dec. 27. 
KRSC, indie station here, has 
been bought by Sheldon Sackett, of 
Coos Bay, Ore., who also owns sta- 
tions in Vancouver, Wash., Oak- 
land and Coos Bay. Sale is subject 
to FCC approval and price has 











been reported at $112,000. 

Sellers are Robert Priebe, long 
KRSC manager; P. K. Leberman 
of New York City, and John Ryan, 
Jr. 
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$64,100,000 Gain to AM B'casters in 48; 
Marks Drop of 10% Profit from “47 


Washington, Dec. 27. ¢ 
Despite increased operating ex- 
penses, AM broadcasters made a 


rofit (before taxes) of $64,100,000 Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 
1948, the FCC reported 


last week. The networks, includ- Sounds Of 





CBS Programming Veepee 

















fing their 27 ee ~~ tere on 
outlets, accounted for 00 e . . 
total take, with $46,000,000 going The Big Noise 
o 1,797 other stations. z ’ 
, Year's profits represented a 10% (Radio-TV ) 
drop from 1947, although revenue es 
during 1948, totaling $407,000,000, one of the mony interesting edi 
was approximately 12% higher jtete > tp —— 
than the previous year. Sag in 
profits was accounted for by an in- 44th Anniversary Number 
crease of 17.5% in expenses. 
Based on returns from 1,313 sta- of 
tions which were in operation at VARIETY 
least two full years, average in- RI. 
come in 1948 was $38,465, or about Out Next Week 
6% below 1947. Income of 46 clear 
channel outlets averaged $341,257, 
while the average of 66 local part- | 6 ° 9 
time stations was $4,464. alr ae 
Losses were recorded during the 
In a Nutshell Sc D P pe 
Washington, Dec. 27. 00 S a rs 
Here’s how the broadcasting . 
industry fared in 1948, as re- In (‘lo o tf 
fo vGe e 


ported lasi week by the FCC: 
AM profits (before 





Vv lanes — nas Cleveland, Dec. 27. 
FM losses  (esti- Radio and television’s “objec- 
mated as other tivity and impartiality” in news 
ry pin — Ay 6,700,000 coverage gave both mediums a 
nae major scoop and advantage in the 
Total industry Cleveland Transit System’s strike 

profit ..... $42,500,000 that began Dec. 22. 

——— se AFL Transit Workers’ president 








— oO in Cleveland, Tom Meaney, gave 
year by 581 stations, or 32% of the | reporters of the daily papers a cold 


ag re =| <i a fee | shoulder and issued his statements 


‘ . f 320 stations which | directly to radio and television, in 
—- oan oy 1948. losses | protest against newspaper treat- 
were taken by 235. . |ment to his union’s stand. 


Because of joint returns filed by Meaney’s first move came in a 


AM-FM broadcasters, the Commis- | direct statement to WTAM on the | 


sion was unable to determine the |morning of the strike. He then 
losses taken by the 700 FM stations | accepted offers of WEWS's video 
which were on the air at fhe end outlet to present his views. Twice, 
of the year. However, returns in the course of the most hectic 
from 89 FM stations without AM | hours of the strike, Meaney uti- 
affiliates showed an average loss | lized WEWS’ services to make pub- 
of $34,000 in 1948. All but three |lic his side and views, forcing 
of the 89 reported losses. papers to pick up his remarks 
Of the 593 AM broadcasters |from video screens. 
operating FM outlets, only 77 re-| WEWS told Meaney they would 
ported separate revenues, from FM | cut commercials to give him the 
during 1948. These 77 reported an | chance to appear when he wanted 
average revenue of $8,070 and to. 
average expenses of $27,970, re- At the same time, WEWS’ mo- 
sulting in an average loss of | pile unit shot hundreds of feet of 
$19,900. film to augment its news coverage. 


Aggregate losses of 77 FM out-| >, strong WEWS pitch made 


lets with AM affiliates totaled $1,- 
532,190 as compared with losses of by Meaney Se ee —_ 


eyebrow, 
a by 89 exclusive FM Scripps-Howard station and the 


Martin & Lewis, 








against Meaney. : 
Cleveland’s Mayor Thomas A. 
Burke also took to both the air and 
screen in presenting his case. He 
spoke over WTAM and appeared 


Morgan Repacting |"s:c"s0 cise tations sas co 


operated with both sides, giving 

NBC and Henry Morgan have |@mple news coverage. WJIW was 
come to terms on another year’s first to hop on the ball, staying on 
contract for the comedian. Mean- | the air all night when the strike 
while, the network is currently in | broke. The strike vote came short- 
the process of negotiating a new | ly after —s Fe Ve fen 

ct with Dean Martin and Je unaware, Du , rry 

wis. Latter pact, as in the cam Krupp at the mike, broadcast the 
of Morgan, is for radio, with a| mews until regular station hours 
proviso that in the event M & L go | began. 
into video, NBC will have an ex- Other stations covered the strike 
ag = yea ge une =, — — and develop- 
spite the fact tha as | ments as they broke. 
not been able to sell either Morgan 
———_. 7. ee A a ’ 
regards them as de e asse 
in the web’s comedic pattern, as Brewery Wraps Up Pitt $ 
evidenced by the desire to renego- 
tiate the new deals. However, it’s 
~~ php re Martin : — deal Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 
wil at a lower scale of pay. 

Morgan, meanwhile, has been Duquesne Brewing Co. has tied 
having talks with WNBC, the New | \P town's - a = 
York flagship station, whereby the K oe Si Tele oh e, d Chee. 
comic may return to his old 15- |; Cce CF Sun teregrapa ane \aee 
minute cross-the-board format on a|‘eF Smith of Press, to exclusive 
local basis. If so, he will go into | broadcasting contracts calling for 
the 6:30 to 6:45 p.m period an appearance once a week for 

ag ne stn a . sav of them a | ate ee 
sportscast. ey'll alternate 
KEVT’S 71G SALE every Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
Kerrville, Tex., Dec. 27. | day to exchange gossip, views and 

The FCC has granted permission ideas with Traynor, while former 

of KEVT from Walter T. McKay |ea'in teet, Tuesdeyer ‘Thasdeys cad 
ro a . Me as in past, Tuesdays, Thusdays an 

and Arthur Stehling operating as Saturdage. 4 . 

the Keer County Broadcasting Co.,| Traynor has been bankrolled 

to the Kerrvillé Broadcasting Co. | over KQV by beer outfit for years, 

Sales price was $71,000. and recently started a video pro- 

New group is composed of Hal | gram for same sponsor here on 
Peterson, ©. V. Peterson, W. C.|WDTV. On latter show, he shares 
Fawcette and W. Scott Schreiner, | quarter-hour with Ken Hildebrand, 
who each have equal ownership, ‘| Duquesne’s news man, 








In turn, | 


Sports Scribe Fraternity 


Barry Gray Leaves Davis 
After Several Hassles, 
Going Back to Copa City 


Miami Beach, Dec. 27. 

Disk jockey-commentator Barry 
Gray and nitery operator Danny 
| Davee, for whom Gray has been 
conducting a midnight session at 
'the Kitty Davis nitery, came to a 
| parting of the ways last week aftet 
|a series of clashes between the two. 
| Result was that Gray found himself 
back working at the scene of a 
last year’s snarl—the Copa City— 
whose operator, Murray Weinger, 
and Gray became unfriendly as the 
|aftermath of the Copa’s financial 
jentanglements last season. The 





Copa last year folded prematurely, | 


owing a flock of coin, with Gray 
among the creditors, for salary as 
its lounge spieler over WMIE. 
Gray admittedly had been bring- 
ing in a flock of customers to the 
Davis club, which broadcast Gray’s 
chatter through WMIE, to which 
| Gray is under contract. The nitery, 
) in turn, had contracted with WMIE 


for Gray's services. Gray has a 





broadcasts from a spot other than 
the station’s studio. His new 


| WMIE deal on the Copa City will | 


|be the same as that he had last 
year, being guaranteed $1,000 
weekly plus a percentage on the 
commercials. 


vol Cnaw ea 
; 


avis’ clashes with Cray sc 
casionally found him insisting on 
taking to the mike to dispute 
Gray’s view. Weinger’s re-hiring 
of Gray puts a crimp in the plans 
of Col. Frank Katzentine of WKAT, 
who had been dickering for an NBC 
network show from the Copa. 


Flock of New ABC 


Shows Bow in Jan. 


| 





Start of the new year will bring 


to ABC. A new stanza being 
readied, which will probably go 
into the Tuesday 8:30 p.m. spot in 
mid-January, is “Gentlemen of the 
Press.” Series will be produced 


with the help of ABC affiliates and™ high in the Colorado Rockies... . 


will consist of newsmen in various 
cities relating their top reporting 
feats and human interest yarns. 
Starting Tuesday (3) the web will 
carry the “Carter Family” in the 
Monday-Friday 4 p.m. slot. Car- 
ters are a hillbilly recording group, 
| including four femmes and a man, 
= will originate from Springfield, 
0. 
| “Let’s Go to the Met,” presented 
in cooperation with the Met Opera 
Guild, will bow Jan. 12in the 13:30 
p.m. period. Show will feature two 
\singers from the Guild in a pre- 


| ABC on the following Saturday, 
|with Milton Cross narrating. 

| “Ethel and Albert,” cross-the- 
_board stanza with Peg Lynch and 
| Alan Bunce that was dropped last 
|March, returns Jan. 16 at 8 p.m. 
It will be heard once weekly in a 
half-hour format with an orch and 
| audience added. 


DON LEE CLEAN BILL 
OF HEALTH ON TAP 


Washington, Dec. 27. 
FCC, after months of delibera- 
tion, is expected to clear the Don 
Lee network tomorrow (Wed.) of 
all charges and grant it a fullterm 
license renewal of three years. 
Commission was readying its deci- 
sion over the weekend but because 
of the Christmas holidays report- 
edly held off the announcement. 
Don Lee web, one of the control- 
ling stockholders in Mutual, had 
been charged with violating regu- 
lations of the FCC by trying to 
tie up too much option time of its 
| affiliates. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_— 


Overdoing It 
“ Boston, Dec. 27. 
When Nelson Bragg, WCOP 
announcer, in a fit of generos- 
ity, compassion, friendliness 
and helpfulness, got in a big 
plug on his show for his buddy 
| Malcolm McCormack of WBZ 
| by stressing that McCormack’s 
| home-grown turkeys were 
available, he got a bill the next 
| day from his own station for 
| $37.50. 
Bragg paid off, but station 
| Manager Craig Lawrence tore 
up the check... after making 
sure Bragg, and all other an- 
nouncers, got the point, 











special financial deal when he | 


some program shifts and additions | 


‘From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... ; 


Hal Tunis, WMGM disk jock, to handle commercials on Tele King’s 
“Teen Toppers Revue” on WATV....James B. Dolan, Arturo Tosca- 
nini’s librarian, wed actress Helen Gerald over the weekend... Herb 
Norman, formerly of NYU's radio workshop, has joined WWRL. Indie, 
incidentally, plans to start operations on 5,000 watts Sunday (1)... 
Bob Harris has replaced Bill Williams on WVNJ's 2-5 p.m. daily disk 
show....Fred W. Ziv Co. adds Carroll Gardner, ex-general manager oi 
| WLEX, Lexington, Ky., as account exec for Florida and southern Geor- 


gia....WOK’s Hébert Brewsvér iecuired ai NYU Thurscay-isS>-... 
| Dick Linke leaving Sammy Kaye to set up his own publicity outfit. . 
World Broadcasting System has renewal orders from 13 stations for its 
transcription library service....Niles Trammell back from the Coast 
and off again, to Palm Beach, for his annual Christmas holiday visit 
| ....WOR’s Joe Creamer honored with three of his ads reproduced in 
‘the 1949 Newspaper Advertising Annual... Bob Nelson, producer of 
“So You Want To Get a Job,” Syracuse U vocational program, in 
Gotham this week to tape-record interview with NBC’s Ed Herlihy. 
Show will discuss employment picture in radio announcing field.... 
Andre Baruch and Bea Wain taking over Ted Husing’s disk shows on 
WMGM while latter relaxes on a three-week hiatus in Fla.... Johnny 
Olsen, who has just concluded 26 weeks’ commuting from N. Y. to 
Chi for his “Fun For the Money” TV stanza, has racked up 62,450 flying 
miles for the stint... . Frank Readick new to “Lora Lawton”... Shirley 
Blane added to “Romance Of Helen Trent”.... Francis DeSales new to 
“David Harum”....Martin Blaine added to cast of “Lorenzo Jones” 

.. Ethel Wilson, Charles Seel, Elaine Kent, Ian Martin and Arthur 
Maitland are “Front Page Farrell” additions. 


Elliott Sanger, WQXR exec v.p., elected to board of the N. Y. Grand 
Jury Assn.....Kenneth MacGregor, NBC staff producer, papa of a 
seven-lb. boy, Robert K.....WHOM and National Safety Council tran- 
scribing spots in itaiian; Pc ish” anid Spanish on highway safety.... 
ABC is pacting Beb Crosby for a Saturday evening disk jockey airer 

..Mutual’s “The Shadow” will add a musical twist for Sunday's (1) 
broadcast when Bea Wain guests for three songs....Two film com- 
panies are reported dickering for screen rights to “Big Town.” Pic 
based on the airer had previously been made by Pine-Thomas, Para- 
mount producing unit Audio-Video Products has just finished tap- 
ing and editing last of Jimmy Durante’s N. Y. shows. Outfit also han- 
dled another NBC series, “Grand Ol’ Opry,” for its European tour.... 
Duncan Pirnie, WQXR announcer, father of a daughter, Abby Jean. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Art Baker finally gets an ABC coast-to-coaster for his Notebook, 
which has been airing for 10 years on the Coast. It’s being co-op’ed 
|.... Italian Swiss Colony wine bought Beb Lemond’s platter parade on 
KNX....Cliff Gill, KFMV manager, gifted radio eds with a table 
model receiver to infect them with FM. That's all that comes through 

..Mike Shore, who exploited “Madman” Muntz into national promi- 
nence, now has him sponsoring “Rebuttal” on a split Don Lee-Mutual 
network. Shore owns the package....Father of Willet Brown, Don 
Lee prexy, passed away last week. He was a pioneer of the auto in- 
dustry on the Coast... Steve Slesinger and his bride passed a few 
days looking in on his “Red Rider” show and then left for his ranch 
Howard Meighan packed up his fam- 
ily for a white Christmas ‘he hoped) back east. When they left the 
sun was blazing and nary a flake in sight... CBS is reviving John 
Guedel’s quizzer for school marms, “Earn Your Vacation,” with a Sun- 
day showcasing....Pillsbury bought Jay Stewart’s “It’s Fun To Be 
| Young” for a hookup of 12 CBS Coast stops ...Bill Costelle ships back 
, to Tokyo for CBS after filling for six weeks while Chet Huntley was 
| prowling the continent....The Gale Gordons made it an even dozen as 
mister and missus....Art Linkletter joined the oil barons when a 
_ gusher spouted black gold on his Texas land... .Schlitz buying up more 
| than 10,000 illuminated billboards around the country to plug the up- 
, coming “Halls of Ivy.” Most of the paper is devoted to the Colmans 
| (Ronald and Benita) with brewer taking only a small corner and nary a 
| mention of beer....Ty Jurras of the Steve Hannagan forces gave the 
| trade its biggest holiday laugh when he mailed out memberships in 
Fertilizer of the Month club....Guy della Cioppa, one of the charm 





S-H paper, The Press, editorialized view of the opera to be aired by boys at CBS, gifted Dick Mack with a polo mallet on his birthday. 


Figured Darryl Zanuck has done alright with the long shanked club 
| and it doesn’t leave whip marks on the walls... Billy Wilgus will be 
| the Thompson agency producer on “Junior Miss,” which moved io the 
commission house along with the Rayve account....Jeannie McKeon 
will do her singing on radio and TV back east ... The trade is wonder- 
' ing howcum Steve Allen has not made the big time. He’s the Coast 
_version of Dave Garroway, Henry Morgan, et al., and is paid more lip 
service than any other zany in town. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Tommy Bartlett guested Jerry Colonna on his “Welcome Travelers” 
show Dec. 21. Next day he welcomed Sonny Tufts.... Walgreens will 
| sponsor local AM morning program from the basement of its new State 
| Street store Feb. 1. Account is handled by Schwimmer & Scott.... 
_L. E. Showerman, NBC veepee and general manager of WMAQ, recent- 
|ly accepted an award from the Commission on Human Relations by 
_ Mayor Kennelly for public service programming. ...Les Atlass, v.p. 
of central division of CBS and head of WBBM, back at work last week 
| (23) after siege in the hospital....Sen. Paul Douglas was interviewed 
on WCFL’s “Quorum Call” last Friday (23). .WTMV of Milwaukee will 
have the Standard Oi! Co. as sponsor for its sports flash program be- 
ginning Jan. 2, from 5:45 to 6 p.m., Monday through Saturday... .Grace 
Cassidy, who was with WLS before it went on the air in 1924, was hon- 
| ored with a watch Christmas eve for her 2¢**: Christmas at the station 
|....Two-Ton Baker, large music maker fcr WGN, hosted at station's 
| Christmas party in conjunction with Salvation Army Christmas party 
...- About 280,000 listeners sent in $1,000,000 of ‘:ome-made toys to 

Tom Moore’s “Ladies Fair’ during his drive for the Salvation Army 
....WBBM-CBS will welcome the New Year with a four-and-a-half- 
hour New Year’s eve program commencing at 10:30 p.m. from Chi's 


ALL-INDUSTRY’S PIC 


‘Greater Horizons’ Gets 
Boff Des Moines Results|) PREEM SET FOR FEB. 5 


Des Moines, Dec. 27. 
One of the most effective public oe Le gt Td _ 
umping ‘ map o- 
~~ a i Des Moines day (Wed.) by reps from New York 
reater Horizons,” a half-hour City stations at headquarters of 
'show atring every Monday night Broadcast Advertising Bureau. Pic 
for 13 weeks on KRNT and pro-| will be preemed Feb. 5. 
duced and directed by program di-| The 45-minute sound film was 
rector Charles Miller. ‘produced under the direction of 
Scripting is by Charles Shields | the All-Radio Presentation Com- 
and professional acting talent is mittee, which is headed by Gordon 
also empleyed. \Gray of WIP, Philadelphia. 




















th 





th 


> gt 





| 


as enrernnd oe 


Wednesday, December 28, 1949 


VARIETY 











COY’'S BLUEPRINT FOR B’C 


Burrows Wows REC 


The trade, or the sizeable segment of it which showed up last 
Thursday (22) for the Radio Executives club annual Christmas 


party 
over the holiday 
Burrows. 


weekend of the 


and luncheon at the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., was still talking 


routine whammed over by Abe 


It was the top comedy show of the week, with the CBS comic 
3 for rere than twe hourc.as he emceed the nra- 


Carry ig Uie-Bak Ff 
gram : ) 
for multiple prizes. 


and ad libbed his way through the 90-minute-long drawings 
At one point, when Ben Gimbel, the well- 


heeled owner of WIP, Philadelphia, won a waffle iron and toaster, 


Burrows suggested that Gimbel 


money.” : 
It was Burrows’ show, the comic 


could really use it—‘“to toast 


reprising the job he did a couple 


vears back at Sun Valley when NBC hired him to entertain the 


delegates to the network's annual convention. 


But with Burrows 


now carrying the Columbia ball there was plenty of kidding-on- 
the-square byplay anent the two-web rivalry. 


It was conceded that John Karol, 


REC prexy, and Reggie Schubel, 


chairman of the entertainment committee, clicked with the club's 
top event to date. With all prizes donated, approximately $6,000 


was realized for the N. Y. Times, 
(N.¥.) Yule charities. 


Protests Avalanche 








N. Y. Herald Tribune and WOR 


to FCC on FM 








Longer Hours; ‘Would Kill Patient 


Washington, Dec. 27. ¢ 

Chances that the FCC will put 
through its proposal for longer 
hours for FM stations virtually 
went out the window last week 
when an avalanche of protests 
descended on the agency. As 
deadline arrived for the filing of 
comments, more than 80 petitions 
were received, representing twice 
that number of stations, objecting 
to the plan. Only «a few FM’ers 
were for it. 

So uniform were the objections 
of broadcasters that some radio 
counsel, representing many sta- 
tions, were able to employ prac- 
tically the same forms, with slight 
changes, to enumerate their rea- 
sons. Boiled down to one sentence 
the cry was: “Don't saddle the | 
FM'er with more expenses, if you 
don't want him to surrender his 
license.” 

Even Dr. Edwin Armstrong, 
sometimes called the “father” of 
FM, feared the proposal might 
“kill rather than cure the patient.” | 
Increasing the expenses of ye | 
operators, he suggested, might | 
well give the AM networks more | 
persuasive argument to use on 
their affiliates that FM is a 
liability. 

Longer hours won't help FM, he | 
advised the Commission. The “mal- 
ady” from which FM suffers, he 
Said, was brought on toward the 
close of the war when FCC, over 
the recommendations of 25 mem- 
bers of a technical board, moved 
the service from the 40-50 mec to 
the 88-108 me band. The time lag 
in developing equipment for the 
higher frequencies, he asserted, 
gave the “vested interests in AM” 
Opportunity to fight off the service. 


Investigation Asked 


Armstrong, along with a number 
of other FM’ers, favored a hearing 
to investigate the FM _ situation. 
Several suggested the Commission 
inquire into network policies re- | 


(Continued on page 29) 


Hwood Calling’ 
Gets a Reprieve 











Until “something better comes 
along,” NBC will continue the 
‘Hollywood Calling” 60-minute 
Siveaway show in the Sunday eve- 
hing time opposite CBS’ Jack | 
Benny and “Our Miss Brooks,” de- 
Spite the fact that the show has | 
reverted to a sustaining basis. | 
Gruen Watch having checked out 
last week. 

Originally, NBC had intended to 
Slot Henry Morgan and a half-hour 
whodunit in the time periods and 
drop the giveaway from the pro- | 
Sram roster. However, in recon- 
aoering, the network last week 
sured that it’s going to take 
Sreater Hooper-bait than what's 
available on the sustaining roster 
now to compete against CBS’ heavy 
artillery, so for the time being it 
might as well stick with “Holly- 
wood Calling,” 


' 





Thomas C. McCray 


National Program Director 
jor NBC 


Suggests the Way Te 
Erase the Erosion 
a. . — 


en interesting byline feature in the 
upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


Balto Stations 











In Black for 49 


Except TV ers 


Baltimore, Dec. 27. 


All radio stations in town ex- 
cept those carrying TV loads made 
coin in 1949. though nobody has 
come up with actual grosses or 
nets. The two independent FM’s, 
WMCP and WMAR, got out of the 
crimson. WMCP did it by slash- 
ing overhead and using ingenuity 
for cash, and WMAR emerged in 
triumph with an extension of its 
first 120-day experiment with tran- 
sit. 

In profit ratios, WITH, an inde- 
pendent, accenting sports and 
jocks, had the best margin, though 
it covers with 250 watts. Radio- 
wise, WBAL, WFBR, WCAO and 
WCBM did better than in 1948. All 
but WBAL carry simultaneous 
shows on FM. WCBM knocked 
down the gravy by investing more 


than $300,000 in a new AM trans-| 


mitter, prior to taking a new fre- 
quency—from 1,400 ke to 680 ke. 
WBMD, a daylighter, got out of the 


(Continued on page 29) 


WFIL’s Politico Credo; 





Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
Under the title “Report to the 
Voters,” WFIL has made available 
to both political parties a 15-min- 
ute segment at 10:30 p.m., Tues- 
days. Identical offers of free radio 

time were made simultaneously 
Both party leaders were invited 


/to designate speakers to report to 


people of this city on matters af- 
fecting public interest. 





‘Share and Share Alike’ 
In ‘Report to Voters’ 


“Report to the Voters” begins 


Tuesday, Jan. 3, and will run for 
at least 16 weeks. Roger W. Clipp, 
general manager of WFIL, made 
the time available as a public 
service. 






mame 





CITES CREDO ON 


Probe; Warned 








PUBLIC INTEREST 


By WAYNE COY | 


Washington, Dec. 27. 
The year just passed was a very | 
good year financially for American 


| radio and 1950 apparently is des- | 


tined to be just as good or better. 

But my theme at the moment is 
not billings—gross and net—avail- 
abilities, contracts, options or spot 
campaigns which dominate so 
much of current master-minding 
on radio’s future. I think this is| 
as good a time as any to pause, | 
take stock and recall what ail this 
high-octane business activity stems 
from. It might be well for all of 
us to remember that at the bottom 
of it all the stock in trade of this 
big industry is a radio frequency, | 
an eternal part of the public do- 
iiiain, Owned in common by al: the | 
people of the United States. 

Of course we all know that a 
frequency in and of itself is sterile. 
It's not until men have put their) 
brains, brawn and capital to work | 
that they can turn it into a bustling | 
transmission belt for commerce, | 
information and entertainment. 

On the other hand it is a tempta- | 
tion sometimes for some _ broad- 
casters to forget that the year’s big | 
grosses may not be solely due to 
their transcendent managerial 
genius, but may also be credited in 
part to the fact that they have a 
government-granted monopoly. 

The monopoiy may vary in de-| 
gree. They may have the only sta- 
tion in town, or the oniy fulltime 
station, or they may have the 
higher power station; or in a larger 
community they may still have a 
fine monopoly by reason of having 
one of the limited number of chan- 
;nels available for that area. 

Monopoly is contrary to our 
American love of free enterprise, 
but is a necessary evil of broad- 
casting. To mitigate that evil, the 
Congress in setting up our system 
of broadcasting, insisted that those 
granted these monopolies should 
act as trustees and conduct those 
trusteeships in the public interest. 

Broadcasters who find such a 
trusteeship boring. galling or 
frustrating and yearn for the wide- 
open, unregulated fields of busi- 
ness are probably courting 

(Continued on page 29) 


CBS STILL WITH THOSE 
SUN. AFT. SLOT BLUES 


Although CBS is yanking its 60- 
minute Sunday afternoon (4:30- 
5:30) “Columbia LP Parade” re- 
cording program next Sunday, 
after a two-week whirl, the web is 
still undecided as to how to fill the 
hour of sustaining time. 

“Parade” is being given a two- 
week showcase to trailerize the Co- 
lumbia subsidiary’s LP disks. It’s 
being carried on all the web o & o 
stations, plus a couple of others, 
with the remainder of the split net- 
work still carrying the “Sunday at 
the Chase” remote band pickup 
from the Chase hotel in St. Louis. 

Problem of filling the Sunday 
segments before and after the N. Y. 
| Philharmonic concert has become a 
/toughie for the web, since it's all 
| open time, with the exception of a 
half-hour. 


TL LE IT, 


Eureka! 


Something of a precedent in 
the realm of strictly commer- 
cial, non-institutional bank- 
rolling will be established start- 
ing Jan. 10 when the Wrigley 
outfit picks up sponsorship of 
CBS’ “Life With Luigi.” 

Commercial .copy prepared 
for the Tuesday night program 
takes up a total of about 20 
seconds (‘in contrast to the 
customary three minutes). It's 
not even institutional copy— 
merely a statement that Wrig- 
ley’s likes “Luigi” because of 
what it stands for and there- 
fore is happy to bring it to the 
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FCC Is Asked to Get Going on Richards 





| - Young & Rubicam 
VP and Director of Radio-TV 
Everard Meade 


details 


The Future Role of the 
Advertising Agency in 
Radio-TV 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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WTUX Gets Clean 
Bill of Health On 
Del. Nag Reforms 


Washington, Dec. 27. 
On a finding that a station has 
modified its horse racing broad- 


easts so that they are no longer 
an aid to illegal gambling, a hear- 
ing examiner of the FCC last week 
recommended that it keep its 
license. An initial decision, on the 
renewal of WTUX in Wilmington, 
Del., found that the inexperienced 
owners of the daytime outlet, after 
retaining competent counsel, were 
quick to remedy programming er- 
rors and to broaden the scope of 
subjects broadcast. 

The examiner, Jack P. Blume, 
said that while the racing programs 
may not have been intended to as- 
sist an illegal trade, “it is evident 
they were broadcast with an almost 
reckless disregard of their po- 
tential use for this purpose.” The 
station, he found, instituted the 
programs simultaneously with the 
commencement of operations in 
1947. Nine months later, he said, 
the Commission announced a policy 
in connection with such programs 
but the station continued to an- 
nounce race results without waiting 
for a required interval bdetween 
races. 

In October, 1948, Blume said. 
the Commission forwarded to the 
station a copy of a complaint from 
the Wilmington Chief of Police, but 


it was not until last May, shortly | 


before hearings began, that the 
programs were modified. During 


(Continued on page 28) 


WINS Employees Said To 
Misunderstand Pope’s 
Plans for New York Outlet 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Can it be that the employees of 
station WINS in New York misun- 
derstand Generoso Pope's plans 
with respect to the outlet? A pe- 
tition filed with the FCC last week 
suggested this may be the case. 

A brief filed by Marcus Cohn, 
counsel for Pope, in answer to a 
reply by the Committee of WINS 
employees, declares that acquisi- 
ition of WINS does not mean there 
will be an additional foreign lan- 
‘guage station in New York, but a 
replacement of WHOM in Jersey 
City, which now operates as such. 

Pope will sell WHOM when he 
takes over WINS, brief asserted, 
and whoever buys WHOM may op- 
erate it along lines of WINS. In 
that event, it stated, the type of 
service available to the people in 
New York would be essentially the 
same. 

Brief declares Pope has fulfilled 
New York's “desperate need” for 
quality foreign tongue programs 
since he acquired WHOM in 1946. 
In contrast to “vague and general- 
ized objections” by the Committee 


(Continued on page 29) 








on Stalling Tactics 


The FCC was called upon last 


weet.byfevr. tevish orsenizations. 


] Washington, Dec. 27. 


to get going on the G. A. Richards 
investigation. Hearings on the 
news-slanting charges are overdue, 
they said, and should not be side- 
tracked by introduction of new 
problems in the _ proceedings. 
Agency now has before it a mo- 
tion to limit the issues to a deter- 
mination of whether Richards may 
transfer voting control in his sta- 
tions fo a group of trustees. 

Joining in a petition upholding 
the agency's right to curb the puw- 
er of broadcasters that are “arbi- 
trary, irresponsible and unfair,” 
were the American Jewish Con- 
gress, the Community Relations 
Committee of the L. A. Jewish 
Community Council, the Cleveland 
| Jewish Community Council and the 
| Jewish Community Council of De- 
'troit. The last three organizations 
are in cities where Richards sta- 
tions (KMPC, WGAR and WJR) 
operate. 

Brief was filed ostensibly in op- 
position to a motion by Richards’ 
counsel challenging the Commis- 
sion’s jurisdiction to investigate 
program policies. But it intimated 
that the agency is being taken for 
,a ride through a series of legal 
stalling tactics. 

“Although more than a year has 
|elapsed since issuance of the or? <- 
inal order for hearing,” it assertea, 
“no hearing has yet been held. In- 
stead, the Commission has had to 
consider a protracted and time-con- 
suming series of motions filed by 
counsel (Ex-Sen. Burton K. Whee- 
ler) for Richards.” 

‘Subverted’ Speech 

Taking issue with arguments of 
Richards that the Constitution pre- 
cludes the FCC from investigating 
his news policies, the brief con- 
tended that freedom of speech “is 
subverted when radio is monopo- 
lized by those who seek by the 
slanting of news and the broadcast- 
ing of fraudulent news reports to 
stir up racial and religious hatred. 

“Far from restraining the Com- 
mission from eliminating such per- 
nicious abuses the First Amend- 
ment requires the Commission to 
compei radio iicensees to utilize 


(Continued on page 29) 


‘Town Hall’ Gets 
Show Biz Facade 


In addition to the streamlining of 
George Denny's “Town Meeting of 
the Air” from 60 minutes to a half- 
hour effective next week, the “dad- 
dy” of the “Town Hall’ forums is 


making a revolutionary switch in 
format to give it a wider overall 
appeal. . 

In a bid for a showmanship hypo, 
Denny is taking “Town Hall” out 
of its heretofore restricted politico- 
economic discussion domain and 
will go in for exposition of sub- 
jects having more universal ap- 
peal. Fred Allen is scheduied to 
go on the show later in the season, 
and the initial 30-minute entry next 
week will find Al Capp, the car- 
toonist, and Norman Cousins kick- 
ing around the subject: “Will 1950 
Be Good or Bad for Television?” 
Allen originally was sought for this 
program, in view of his well-pub- 
licized attitude toward video. but 
the comic's Coast jaunt, during 
which he'll guest on a number of 
Coast-originating shows, necessitat- 
ed the postponement. He's taking 
a rain check to kick around an 
equally provocative subject. 

As a “trailer” to “Town Hall” 
new motif, last night's ‘(Tues.) 
blowoff on the hour-long format 
featured Jackie Robinson, teenage 
columnist Betty Betz, Harold Rus- 
sell, the film actor, and author 
Betsey Barton discussing “Can 
Youth Have Faith in the Future?” 

Henceforth, under the stream- 
lined format, there will only be two 
discussion participants, and in rare 
| instances three. 
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TV B'casters Took $15,000,000 Lacing 
In “48; None of 50 Stations Made Profit 


Washington, Dec. 27. 

Television broadcasters really 
took a beating in their first year 
of operation—1948. In its first 
compilation of video's financial op- 
erations, the FCC last week re- 
ported the industry suffered a loss 
of approximately $15,000,000. Not 
one of the 50 stations on the air in 





both the webs and agencies are 
looking for in program ideas, ac- 
cording to Howard Phillips, NBC- 
TV's program procurement chief. 
With the nets still battiing to re- 
tain program control, it remains to 
be seen how successful the indies 








“TV — | 
With Wrinkles!” 
is a breezy story by 

‘ Ed Wynn 


‘Hickox Sets NBC-TV’s 32 
Station Relations Lineup — oe Sree 


New NBC-TV stations relations 44th Anniversary Number 


department, completely separated of 
from its radio counterpart in line 




















may have additional sets available 
for senior members of the commis- 
sion staff. CBS will conduct four via phone with the show's emcee, 
categories of tests during the month with prizes going to the winners. 
“to produce the maximum amount It's scheduled for the Friday 9:30- 
of information, within limits of 10 p.m. slot. 

available manpower and equip-| Bandleader Frankie Masters, 
| currently in his second year at the 


participation word scramble game. 








'Tele audience will play the game | 


Don Lee Goes Into 


Distribution 


. Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


States Rights 
on 90 Telepix 





‘Hudson Dealers, Doubleday 
Buy WPIX Sports, Films 


N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX came 
‘up with two new sponsors this 
week, including the local Hudson 





the stake race in previous years. 
_CBS spokesman declared his web’s 
/ contract with the track gave it the 
, right to match any bid put up by 
a competitor. He said the NBC bid 
_was twice what CBS could hope to 
| sell the Belmont race for to a spon- 
sor, such as Gillette Safety Razor, 





| Charles Glett, Don Lee veepee, 
is making plans to acquire 90 mo- 
‘tion pictvres for distribution to 
‘television stations throughout the 
‘country. Glett proposes to set up 
‘states rights distribution on the 
|pix. Don Lee veep planes to N. Y. 
early next month to sound out 
out video outlets on the plan. 


these outlets will have something 
|of their own. Franchised outlets 
will be able to re-beam pix at their 
want without added cost. The per- 
,centage each station will nay for 
'pix initially is to be based on the 
population of the area and the 

















1948 made a profit. The 17 stations with the web's “split-down-the- VARIETY Dealers for Saturday night boxing 
__which. were in_operation the full middle” policy, was set up this . from Ridgewood Grove and Double-| Under a states rights set up, pix Br 
year lost on an average $300,000. week under the Ss = Out Next ¥ eek day & Co. for the group of 13 fim fee be din onal ri “‘aaribution = 
The video network, with their 10 Sheldon B. Hickox, Jr. epart- oldies programmed under the title, basis. ett w rig distribution week 
stations. bore a big part of the in- ment will rep the network in all ee aneatee.” with the smaller independent film there 
dustry’s TV losses. The four webs dealings with affiliates. : ° | WPIX has had exclusive syndi- exchanges, feeling that they will be visio’ 
accounted for $6.400,000 of the Hickox was manager of NBC's Balt J Beefs cation rights to the pictures sewn glad to corner the added revenue withi 
$14,900,000 aggregate loss. stations relations when the depart- 0 Ooms up for several months and, while with very little additional work. for 
tevenues received by all stations ment handled both radio and TV. it has placed them on 15 other sta- Don Lee will franchise stations in 75,00 
totalled $8,700,000, while expenses Named to his video staff are tions throughout the country, held |each of the key cities throughout he s 
were $23,600,000. Average month- Thomas E. Knode, formerly admin- () TV Horror out on its own programming of | the country for the beaming of the cenc 
2 acon on —_— bonged ayn Smith sacs @ie a rv | ni ae — - — - 1 |p Don Lee plan is to have all f t - 
stations oper » Smith, s irector oO | roller. hey are to aire ri- | ran- ure 
to $5,000 by those on the air two operations; E. B. Lyford, Stephen Baltimore, Dec. 27. | day nights 8 starting Jan. 6, with | chised stations participate in basic ruar' 
month or less. . , - A. Flynn and Robert J. Guthrie,| wpaL-Tv is seething over fail- the lineup including “Pygmalion,” cost of the films. These Stations, woul 
On the basis of porures rom formerly members of the stations yre of “Lights Out” and “Martin | “Star Is Born,” “Major Barbara, after first-run beaming, will lease lines 
of 17 stations which were in opera- relations department. ‘Kane” to eliminate horror shots. |ete. Agency for Doubleday is Pix to outlets in their territory. All incr 
oe See ee Ca | Last showing of “Lights Out” gave | Huber Hoge & Sons. coin collected will go into a gen- this 
Oe ee etal to casas te LT a i © 3  |a closeup of a hit-run victim nest-| Hudson starts sponsorship of the ¢ral pot. Money will be distribut- RCA 
video outlet $5: to operate for umnea ‘ling in his coffin, and wearing a | fights Jan. 7, through the Klores & ed among the franchise stations to field. 
the full year, or $45,000 per month. ghastly scar. Carter agency. Guy Lebow will cut their originai nut on the leas- read 
Because of wide differences yh iy | The shocker came on the heels | handle the blov'-by-blow, with Jack ing of the films. In this way Glett abou 
~ eae bay pay _* » of a Hearst order to WBAL moni-|Murphy directing the WPIX hopes to halve costs on the leasing came 
pa +. cons et Ag h acme a inf . te tn wt tor to blackout any distasteful cameramen. (of pix. ' wide 
Sons to epercie tor the yearn | ae eS Se ee ca — it ths cata, tiny mont reo pg mere Hy a as w 
FCC found that in some of the tor didn’t have any warning. Same oa noe ‘eane om oa > ry 
large cities video accounted for a ~ - was true of the triple-headef in e s a é or one of the local dist “bute he ‘of a 
sizable proportion of radio reve- 0 il all horror, on the Kane show. No. 1 video films offered him — - ae 
nues by all stations (aural and vis- *|was showing the open-eyed face | tures which he made 17 yours La pe 
ual). In Philadelphia, revenues —T of a murdered department store | Glett said that pix were roll - i as 
from three TV outlets. accounted Washington, Dec. 37. detective in closeup. Just S few | = ot ll remac “ a $12,500 ie Distrib te *- ar 
for nearly 10% of the combined in- . CBS will make available at least seconds before the actual killing | ; 9 asking $200 for frst-run - 4 - R¢ 
come of all stations in the city. 25 television receivers for public WS shown when villain shot an ar- | on teevee now. It’s bohaventte "te 4 — 
In New York and Washington, color tests, including seven for -” ade Dye By oe Tg Belm { t NBC note that films went in deaives 17 oy 
simeriat oa < | , . 
eee ee cae members of the FCC, to provide ture by the naughty men, one of | on 0 ey t eee — one = caus 
stations in these cities. In Balti. the agency with data required to whom choked her and tossed her | , tai video lease, Glett said ; th t films ~_ 
more and Milwaukee, video ac decide whether tint should be au- supposedly dead body into a trunk.| Major television networks, forced ge fer the im ag i a : ~* Sarn 
counted for 7% of total revenue. thorized. a The CBS mortal sin of the week to give up on scanning local sports run as they yh aioe an : sscone work 
Of the 50 stations in operation in| Web advised the agency last |in Baltimore occurred on “Front | wvents because of network com-| This is the first time at ‘levisi we¢ 
1948. half were on the air six week it will definitely use 39 color | Page,” which showed a gat-happy ‘al sectitin Necetneattiiin cleine althin the 
menthe or bean. sets in New York, Philadelphia and maniac shooting his sweetie in the | ™ercial commitments, are expect- |G.) i) Mo rangement. Glett — 
Washington in test operations back. WMAR-TV hereabouts is ed to battle each other during the said dietetatarn ~ ki ~- pres 
‘sve a ‘scheduled during the month of | Iso moaning about such things be- | coming year for the one-shots of 11. toovee field h ag a ~ Fp zo t 
January. It plans to locate a num- cause fan mail is giving them national interest. Tipoff to the | 14 ded i i> ie ao _— 
ewer mmic ber of these receivers in the Capi- ™igraine. | brewing struggle came this week dion needed service to the me- wa) 
3 ° : um, but are now charging too 
tal where a large sample of the with the revelation that NBC had much for their rod t Pri be limit 
general public” will be able to RCA Deal ed Chi succeeded in wresting the Belmont ing asked ar P Soubt a d enco 
view its color system and record its ers Stakes from CBS, which has long pened ym fy “Nn 
ows é e reactions. Off-the-line sets built Bu WBKB . , ned an exclusive on racing's Triple eg = A~+ a yy ae by | 
for Smith, Kli h, P Quizze rown for TV. : - peery velo 
A } — ag 3 ta | al y : | Indicating NBC's eagerness to Weekly while the film barrel of duce 
Indie package producers, after ’ Chicago, Dec. 27. b off th di available product is diminishing . 
stuffing the television networks Company offered FCC members| RCA-Victor distributors of Chi’ fhat it 4. A+, Syke — 
with proposed “gimmick” shows, sets for their homes or for place- have been inked by WBEB to than what CBS has been paying for By franchising stations in each b tl 
have apparently caught on to what ment in other locations. It said it | bankroll “Lucky Letters,” a viewer of the 28 territories it is felt that 


Vi 





will be in selling their shows. ment.” hree 
From every indication, however, Category A, which is to deter- Stevens hotel. is slated for the which has bankrolled all t beeen of sets in use. 
the road will be much smoother mine allocation problems involved emcee spot, and will be aided by races each year over CBS. (Other | 
wd s-¥ during 1950 than it has in transmitting color, will be car- his wife Phyllis and a pianist. bey breed Dato ane yoy tng ind Re 
CS a (Continued on page 28) x Al Paul Lefton agency handles. ness) In = 
in the number of program ideas While sports events have recent- ratia 
submitted to the webs was under- ly lost their places on the Hooper- | ° riety 
lined by Phillips with the dis- . ating parade list because of great- | | first 
closure that they have more than e er < Se eeetiee, Se Sv aay | ig VS. rime mati 
trebled during the last year. But, still recognizes their mass drawing with 
he pointed out, most of them are power. No network, as a result, | Chicago, Dec. 27 on \ 
now being offered by established | Plans to be caught without at least “There's no limit to the art tele- the 
writers, producers and packagers | New York Jan. 11, with distribs from 17 key One major sports show each week. vision can play in erime & htin they 
from radio, legit, ete. That would, ojq Gold doi d midwestern cities slated to attend. Only two weeks ago, however, CBS ang crime revention.” : - in tl 
be the reason for the trend to- | 0 omg some yearmen Al Siegel replacing Sean Dillon lost its hold on the Brooklyn Ded- gtate t Pa — = = 
wards script shows instead of the chest thumping, what with its two as producer of the ABC Ed. and gers to WOR-TV, N. Y., because its si . Th of Chi Police Commis- Fe 
former parade of charade and !W-budgeted video showcases pay- — Fitzgerald’ Friday night network commitments precluded nn od g wg tp a ~ in re- netv 
vaudeo ideas. As Phillips said, ing off in the Top 10 TV Hoopers, SPW. Fred Carr handling pro. its carrying the Dodger night private TV channal tor palies coe Tr 
shave ~ oo creme variety of | namely “Stop the Music” (in the Wednesday and ‘Thursday ‘chatter lost. the NY ‘Giants to the N.Y, °*,3 Weapon against crime. a 
shows and fewer var Ps “ mS mis to the N. F. of vi ; 
NBC anee un nan Ay a ol No. 4 spot) and “Original Amateur | sessions. Daily News’ WPIX last year. Thus, » a —- advantage of video ‘ zB 
agers are finally beginning to real- Hour” ‘(in ninth place.) As far as . Hollywood /any single event of national impor- mil be that my eet sald. d Gi 
ize video's budget _ limitations. /OG and Lennen & Mitchell agency Telemount Pictures, headed by tance for which the webs can clear police fo . » members of the Fi 
Where they formerly submitted | °X€¢S are concerned “no other Henry Donovan, has set its “Magic 4ffiliate station time looms as a would > MSGS & fast @ few, . St 
program ideas calling for a multi- “!88¢ ¢a" make that statement.” Lady and Boko” film series on major feather in their orthicons. pictures by =e testing ; Bi 
plicity of expensive sets, large | £4 Fitzgerald into this Friday’; WAAM-TV, Baltimore. Cloverland tn wt 8, ~-F -~Bw , O 
casts, etc., they are now proposing CBS I Remember Mama V | Dairies | will a the juve- NBC Balk Alt t tims "and ie — _t “a . Li 
shows that can be brought in on °°medy. with Pegay Wood. Peek wr Ee tee Of ANCTMALE — would call for this type of informa. | 
the necessarily moderate budgets. fll i“: —— “J | eo ne Ih oe Way’ de - ao > ‘tion to be tel Ay op pn ee 
In addition, Phillips said, despite eral court lgst week against Seo. four weeks director. ets Sponsors C New i po tee 
the greater pan by ¥ _ = court last week against Sco- four weeks leave of absence to periods. \j T 
ing Submitted, there is. far’ less prer’ Arthur M. Levey, following the Century. theatre -. Betty| Montgomery Drama Show there are pienty of probiems to be 
duplication of ideas than there was recent Government consent decree Burbridge, Sherman Lowe and ‘ olved i yp A ee Fy \ 
: : : obacco’s pro , ' 
a year ago. . in suit. Isseks, Meyers & Verdon Royal Cole have been signed to Americon Tob 's projected - din a ee oe — : 
are legal firm repping the British | script “Cisco Kid” television series | "0UF-long television dramatic series | Stivers would mon tion and re Son 
‘Letters f Life’ ‘outfit... . Howard Linkoff moved being rolled by Philip N. Krasne. ‘*2Ting Robert Montgomery has | fc,vers would be of little use. Such the 
ers trom Lire F or from Moss & Arnold to General|. . . Elbert Walker takes over 'Y® into a major roadblock at NBC ceived by the yh f-~ bdM ing 
. . | Television Corp. and Film Equi- production chores on “What's the Via that web's reluctance to admit |}<ive® Y the general public would 
Chicago Local Casting ties. . N. Ray. Kelly named | Name of That Song?” over KTSL. SPOMSOrs on an alternate week i ng up “all sorts of legal tan- on 
acting director of ‘NBC-TV’s film J. C. Lewis will replace Walker as >asis. Since the show its basic- ®/@S im televising pictures of a tion 
Chicago, Dec. 27. | division, replacing Russ Johnston, producer of the “Norma Young @lly an NBC house package, Luck- °™!M¢ Suspect not yet convicted. 1! 
Hunt Downs, of the newly-organ- who moves over this week to the Show” and “It’s a Neat Trick.” ... ies may be forced either to take it And “general telecasting would rece 
fzed Century Productions, is ped- eWly-reorganized Jerry Fairbanks Sportsmen will goll a series of on a once-weekly basis or find an- “®®P criminals too closely in- has 
dling a new tele show called “Let- outfit as sales veepee. . . . NBC- | comedy one-reelers for television other program on a different net-| formed of police activities” to make effic 
ters from Life,” whose format will | Witching from the 5:30 to 6 pm. [fA an" an ea a 
erived from the real life stories 30 to © p.m. | appoin s radio |. Alternate week idea was devised Wat 
Tommy Bartlett, NBC's “Wel- Eemil Mogul agency looking for a|KECA-TV set designer, has sold |*¢Vetiser’s pocketbook and has [med assistant manager of KRLD- bur 
come Travelers” host, will emcee, 15-minute wooly video show for |an_ ori story “The Inn been used with reportedly good re- | 1" e ey os al include fed 
assisted by Jimmy Hart, innkeeper uire ‘ sults on CBS-TV by such programs “. A. Roberts, commercial man- syst 


con: 
cely 
roor 


Esq Shoe Co. . 
first distribator convention 
uled for the Hotel Drake, Chicagé, 


for the Ambassador Hotels, and 


ginal nner 
. . DuMont’s | Voice” to Anatole Litvak. Latter er: Roy Geo 
! sched-| will roll ‘and 
Coleen Moore, actress. 


pr 9 ag rge, gram direc- 
the film as an indie |** — pt Rae pan oy tor, ‘and ‘Roy M. Flynn. technical 
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Sarnoff Sees 20,000,000 TV Sets, 


Audience of 75,000,000 m 5 Years FORMER PRESTIRE 


Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA‘ 
beard chairman, predicted this 
week in a year-end report that 
there will be about 20,000,000 tele- 
yision sets in American homes 
within five years, which will make 
for an audience of approximately 
75,000,000 people. During 1949, 
he said, TV “shook off its adoles- 
cence and came into man’s estate. 

Noting that RCA will manufac- 
ture its millionth receiver in Feb- 
ruary. Sarnoff predicted that sets 
would come off the production 
lines in still greater numbers as 
increased mass production makes 
this possible. He also revealed 
RCA is now working on a new 
field-type video camera, soon to be 





Edwin C. Johnson 


(Chairman of the Senate Interstate 
& Foreign Commerce Committee) 
dwells on TV and 


Why Color? 


* * * 


one of the many interesting editorial 
features in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 

















REASSERTING ITS 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 
; At the year-end there's increéas- 
ing evidence that Chicago, through 
the medium of TV, may reassert 
itself as one of the nation’s key 
production centers. In recent years 
regarded as a “ghost town” in the 
realm of radio as more and more 


talent and shows joined the N. Y. | 


and L. A. migration, Chi has come 
into a new sphere of influence 


mainly because of low-cost pack- | 
recalling | 
somewhat the early ’30s when this | 
was the home of the morning soap- | 


ages being sold here, 


ers and a considerable number of 
nightime web Originations in radio. 
Currently, Hollywood and New 


costs, including everything from 








| 


Hal Block _ 


waxes whimsy with 


Just TV and Me 
(And Hooper Makes Three ) 


an amusing byline feature 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 
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New N. Y.-Chi Relay Gives Each Web 
~ Own Channel: Extend Link to South 


— 


Major television networks which 
now must share time on the east to 
midwest coaxiai cable wiii have 


their problems solved by next sum- 
mer. American Telephone & Tele- 
graph has just completed construc- 
tion on a system of radio relay 
towers between N. Y. and Chicago 
which will add another westbound 
channel to the present three coax- 
ial cable channels and thus pro- 
vide one for each of the four webs. 
A. T. & T. also revealed this week 
that work is nearing completion on 
extending the cable south from 
Richmond, which will permit TV 
shows to be fed simultaneously to 
stations in Greensboro, Charlotte, 
Jacksonville, Atlanta and Birming- 


000,000. Present single cable link 


ready for field tests. Camera is , , York are trying to ddie shows 

ee the size of a home-type film Out Next Week with names, while cutetigiemant | Out Next Week ham. 

camera which, he said, will give it value is the yardstick in Chi. Not New radio relay system com- 

widespread use in eutdoor pickups, | bad only are the names necessarily |prises 31 towers built between 

as W ell as in medical and industrial Wi se more expensive, but production N. y ° and Chi at a total cost of $12.- 
ner’s Better 


Chevvy’s Record 


TV applieauons. He pointed out Bie ine 
that 98 stations are néw operating rehearsal time to union fees. are eastbound between Chi and N. Y. 
in the U. S.. adding that “millions considerably lower in Chi as com- | jis to be converted to the sole use 
of people in areas still out of range “ ° > pared to New York. ° of telephone calls, so that broad- 
of the wave-borne pictures eagerly all agic _Just as it demonstrated in radio, | e e { in: casters will still have only one 
await the arrival of TV.” | Chicago is proving a low-budget | ; |\channel available in an eastbound 


RCA chief also plugged his com- 
pany’s color video system, which is 
now up for consideration before 
the FCC. Asserting the system, be- 
cause of its “compatibility,” will 
not 
Sarrfoft said: “Much experimental 
work, as well as further engineer- 
ing development and exploration of 
the radio spectrum, will be re- 
quired before color TV attains the 
present status of black-and-white. 
To this end, field tests of the new 
RCA color system are now under 
way in Washington, D. C. The pre- 


liminary results have been highly | 


encouraging. 
“Notable progress is being made 
by 


obsolete existing’ receivers, | 


RCA Laboratories in the de- | 


Set for Balto Test 


Held for announcement three 
weeks hence is John Wilner's 
new technological invention which 
'WBAL-TY will inaugurate, giving 
TV cameras new scope and en- 
abling them “to outdo movie 
magic.” Details are hush-hush, but 
| Wilner is such a figure in elec- 
tronics, the report is, his innova- 
tio nwill make TV vice-presidents 
make like whirling dervishes in 


| Another 


Hooper and Nielsen payoff with 
such non-name commercial frames 
as Kukla, Fran and Ollie, Super 
Cireus, Quiz Kids, Al Morgan, and 
Action Autographs. 

However, despite Chicago’s de- 
termination to become a_ video 
origination center equalling its ra- 
dio heyday, sales don’t come easy. 
“Garroway at Large”’—with great 
press, trade, and audience reac- 
tion—had been peddled unsuccess- 
fully for long months at the low- 
budget figure of $4,500 until final- 
ly picked up by Congoleum-Nairn. 
unheeded offering is 
WBKB’s TV package of the full- 
hour stage show telecast from the 
Chicago theatre, the city’s number 
'ene presentation house. Price on 





~ Dodgers to WOR 


WOR-TV ig consolidating itself 
in the commercial video picture in 


| Gotham. This week the New York | 


Chevrolet Dealers Assn. bought all 
available time on the station, in- 
cluding 60 quarter-hours weekly on 
its video newspaper, “Telefax 
News.” Campaign, which will plug 
the 1950 Chevvy, will last two 
weeks. Sales veepee Pete Maddux 
said the contract, placed through 
Campbell-Ewald, 1s the largest sin- 
gle tele order given to a single 
station and that WOR-TV had re- 
ceived the major part of the N. Y. 


|direction—the new radio system. 


A. T. & T. spokesman declared this 
week that the switch from the 
cable to the relay towers will make 
no difference in the picture quality 
transmitted. Radio relay has a 
slightly wider band, he said, which 
makes it technically a little better, 
but the difference is too slight to 
be noticed by the average viewer. 

Plans for the southbound cable 
hookup are progressing rapidly 
and, while no definite timetable is 
available, A. T. & T. hopes to have 
it ready some time during 1950. 
Cable is now installed, but must be 
equipped for the transmission of 
video signals. Once it is opened, 
broadcasters will be able to origi- 
nate a show in N. Y. and feed it 


| the headache corner. 

ow of ts Colietcie tne. Per. Wilner, consultant of the FCC this one, with top names in show |Chevvy broadcast budget. WJZ Simultaneously north to Boston 
: fection of this color picture tube | 0n chromatic TV, was a CBS won- (Continued on page 28) ,and WJZ-TV also got a large and south to Birmingham. 

will greatly simplify television sets derman before being captured by | chunk of Chevvy coin, to the tune Spokesman confirmed reports 

Hearst. He is credited with knock- of $7,200. ; that the coast-to-coast cable has 





of the future, because in an elec- 
(Continued on page 28) 


Variety Shows Cop 
Top Hooper Laurel 


Reversing the trend towards tele- 
vision dramatic shows on N. Y.'s 
top 10 Hooperatings, the network 
ratings for November reveal va- 
riety programs capturing six of the 
first 10 spots, with only three dra- 
matic shows listed. This is in line 
with the popularity of sports shows 
on video, which disappeared from 
the N. Y. rating charts long before 
they succumbed to studio programs 
in the newer TV cities. 


Following is Hooper's top 10 TV- 
network shows for November: 





|ing out Nazi radar is time for the 
Normandy invasion. In Baltimore, 
he supervises all technical opera- 
' tion. 

| The gadget is a camera inven- 
| applicable to present setup, 
and may be held up to use on the 
NBC whodunit, “TV Detective” 
‘when and if that Golnick package 
| leaves Washington to become 
again a Baltimore production. 


ZENITH PREPS FOR 
CHI PHONEVISION 


Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Zenith Radio Corp. has shown it 
definitely will go ahead with its 
plans for bringing phonevision to 
Chicago sometime next spring with 
the purchase of complete TV sta- 
‘tion equipment from General Elec- 





Rank’s 75 Pix Deal 
For US. Telensing 


In what is believed to be the 
biggest film-television deal to date, 
J. Arthur Rank signed this week 
_for distribution of 75 features over 
American video outlets through 
Standard Television Corp., indie 
distrib outfit. Fifty of the films 
have not vet been released theatri- 
cally in the U. S. 

All the films which have not yet 
played in theatres have been pro- 
duced during the last two years, 
representing most of the Rank stu- 
dios’ output during that time. 
While the deal thus marks a 
feather in video's cap, it is believed 


Chevvy will blanket other N. Y. 
| Stations with both participation and 
| station-break plugs. One-minute 
spots and teaser songs were cre- 
ated for the campaign by the 
agency and Archer Productions. 
WOR-TV last week took the 
| Brooklyn Dodgers baseball games 
away from WCBS-TV, which had 
carried them in previous years. 
The Macy-owned outlet won out 


over the CBS affiliate because the | 


ilatter, due to network commit- 
ments, couldn't carry night ball- 
casts. It also beat out WATV, 
which had carried the after-dark 
games WCBS couldn't take. 
The Dodger games will be 
| backed by Schaefer Beer for three 
years, via BBD&O. WOR-TV will 
start seven-days-weekly program- 
ming in mid-April when the Yan- 
kee-Dodger exhibition games get 
under way. Station is also mapping 
a 15-minute sports roundup stanza 
to follow each game and will start 


also been installed, but reiterated 
that it would not be open for TV 
until broadcasters ask for it. Fact 
that there is such a wide expanse 
of stationless area to cover would 
make the cable costs prohibitive 
for network broadcasters and it is 
believed they will continue to rely 
on kinescope recordings for their 
coast-to-coast shows for some time 
to come. 


‘Inside, Blackouts’ 
As Sat. Alternates 


CBS television has tapped Ar- 
thur Schwartz's “Inside U. S. A. 
with Chevrolet” to move into the 
Saturday night 8 to 8:30 slot after 
the first of the year on an alter- 
nate week basis with Ken Murray's 





} Sate Fase ) an aang th # trie Co., which includes transmit- Rank 9 2” - them go ~y/ Md eng BY —_ game «Biackouts.” Time switch still 
‘ Talent Scouts ..... seins 428 ter and antenna. Deliveries to a phim jumen tn thee Red Barber, Connie Desmond om Lyey Ag segments for 
Stop the Music ......... 39.1 | Zenith will not be made until ()<  Eptire lineup of product was 24 a third announcer still to be caie dines dumm vee aR A 
; mer & Friends ......38.1 sometime after 60 days have produced since 1944. oa = yoy ~ games. A uled being “Our Hearts Were 
rate Ro salen 38.1 clasped from a Jan. 16 preliminary Among the top films which f0axisl Dine 's eld and WOR's Young and Gay” for the Sunday 
| Big’ Story .2°7°7.2'711 35.9 hearing before the FCC, at which have played in ant houses “NONE: North Bergen. N. J.. transmitter. Might at 7 racket : 
Original Amateur Hour . 35.7 time Zenith will ask for FCC's ap- 9'\, Guave"“Pawny Pipit.” “Nich- Four cameras, one Zoomar- |, With the ae ts an 
Lone Ranger ........... 34.8 proval of its plans. If preliminary ojas Nickleby,” “Waterloo Road” equipped. will be used. levery other week starting Jan. 7, 








report is favorable full hearing 


and others. Deal was negotiated by 
Robert S. Benjamin, prez of the 





NBC Hikes D. C. Tele Rate 


the Ed Wynn show takes over the 


’ » a 2 . ae : 30 jen ji n Saturday 9 to 9:30 slot the same 

TV: Guardian of Flame wil ties rere = aye one Rank Organization in the U. S., night. That leaves an opening in 
days after that time a CP will be |; . : " es. Irvi as 

P Oo 7 iv d they will begin with Standard TV's prez, Irvin Washington, Dec. 27. Wynn's previous time, Thursdays 

omeroy, O., Dec. 27. given them an ey g Shapiro. St ats ees oo 


} Television finds another applica- 
tion in industry as a guardian of 
the flame in a new turbo-generat- 
ing unit at the new Philip Sporn 


construction. 

Besides an interest in Phone- 
vision Zenith has application before 
the FCC for rights to obtain Chi's 
Channel 2. Competing for the 





Lee Strahorn to Y&R 


Lee Strahorn, vet radio pro- 


Estimating that video sets in the 
Washington area wil! number 87.- 
000 by the first of the year, NBC 
last week stepped up its TV ad- 


(Continued on page 28) 


Drink Habits Change 





steam power plant at Graham Sta- same rights to this yet unallocated I 7c an vertising rates here by approxi- Cleveland. Dec. 27. 
tion. W. Va. station ~ — ea its pres- eek, with his first assignment mately 25%. Present rate card Television is changing the drink- 
This first of six generating units ent outlet from ’ being producer on CBS-TV’s “Fred was issued in April when there ing habits of the American people. 


etgren_ went into operation and 
‘aS two television sets to increase 
efficiency and safety in boiler op- 
erations. One set “watches” the 
te a level and the other shows 
‘ether all oil lighter flames are 
qirning before pulverized coal is 
= to the furnace. Each of the 
- Stems consists of a video camera 
onnected Sy coaxial cable to a re- 


ceiver in the centralized control 
00m, 





KEYL Preps Preem 


San Antonio, Dec. 27. 


San Antonio’s second TV outlet, 
KEYL, will go on the air here with 
its test pattern on Jan. 7. Pro- 
gramming will start Feb. 1 or 2. 

W. B. Miller has been named 
general manager, Sherrill Ed- 

‘wards, commercial manager. 


Waring Show.” He was slated to 
arrive in N.Y. from the Coast to- 
day (Wed.) 

' A member of NBC's production 
staff from 1936 to 1941, Strahorn 
later moved over to the Foote, 
Cone & Belding agency where he 
supervised on all American Tobac- 
co shows. In 1948, he left F.C. & 
B. to set up his own package outfit, 
producing among others, the Vera 

| Vague show. 


were 40.800 sets in the metropoli- 
tan area. 

New rates, applying to web's sta- 
tion WNBW, will take effect Jan. 
16. Class A spot announcements 
will be raised from $60 to $75. 
Class B from $45 to $56.25 and 
Class C from $30 to $37.50. 

Program rates will go up in 
Class A time from $200 to $375 per 
hour, with proportionate increases 
in other time classifications. 


J. R. Gibbons, merchandising 
vice-president of Fisher Bros. Co. 
which operates 159 stores in north- 
ern Ohio, declares that “we have 
learned that people watching tele- 
vision no longer make a pot of cof- 
fee, but drink some other bever- 
age.” Although this was noticed 
during evenings when favorite radio 
programs were heard on AM, the 
trend has become more pronounced 
in homes with TV sets. 
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at the scoreboard! - 





f 


Notre Dame— Southern Methodist game broadcast simultaneously by the two leading networks 


If you remember the game, you know that it wasn’t until the fourth period that 


Notre Dame finally broke the tie — and won by a single touchdown. 





NBC did a lot better than that. 


From the opening kick-off to the final whistle, NBC (with Bill Stern at the mike) 
was ahead — by a two-to-one margin over the second network. The network seore, 


by periods, in 36 Hooper cities, is shown on the board above. 


That’s strictly according to form. 


It’s an old, old, story. Whether it’s a convention . .. an election... a football 
game, or what have you — when NBC carries it (no matter what other network 


.* or networks are there too), people tune to NBC. 





That’s what makes it America’s No. 1 Network. 
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The above seoreboard shows the 36-city average 
and hourly Hooperatings from 3 to 6 pm during the 
Notre Dame — S.M.U. game. From its wide lead at 
the beginning of the game, NBC steadily increased 
its audience to more than double that of the 

second network toward the final minutes. 


NBC... America’s No. 1 Network 


The National Broadcasting Company 


A service of Radio Corporation of America 
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MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER 
Gregory Peck, Dorothy McGuire, 
Rosalind Russell, Gene Kelly, 
Henry Fonda, John Garfield, 
others 

Producer-director: Mel Ferrer 

60 Mins., Sum, (25), 5 p.m. 

HOTPOINT 

CBS, from Hollywood 

( Maxon} 

A flock of film names may make 
an impressive radio draw, but not 
necessarily a good air show. This 
was demonstrated anew Sunday 
(25), when for its Xmas Day cele- 
bration, Hotpoint offered the Ac- 
tors’ Co. of Hollywood, with a star- 
studded cast, in an _ hour-long 
adaptation of the Kaufman - Hart 
stage comedy, “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner.” Probably few air 
shows have had such a galaxy ot 
names running through it in lead, 
character or bit parts. But it didn't 
come off. Trouble wasn’t with the 
play, which is still fun and sharp 
satire after years of presentation. 


Fault lay in the adaptation, and 
esvecially in the performances. 
With few exceptions, _filmites 


lacked the legit feel, and the opus 
so: nded lifeless and flat. 


Main fault was Jack Benny's. 
who, taking the lead role of iras- 
cible Sheridan Whiteside, was a 
soft, mild scribe rather than the 


\ olie creature called for. Adap- 
tation helped te cue him out of 
character too, an occasional re- 
criminational aside making him 
eul to be just a soft-hearted sen- 
timentalist ashamed of his rath- 
lessness. The radio version was 
pretty much Hollywoodian, with 
Coast names and new film gags. 
and while some of the latter were 
good, the old lines still were best. 


Some of the new business was 
good, as when Benny got a wire 
from Monty Woolley (who played 
the role originally on Broadway), 


and Benny refused to read the 
tclegram, merely emitting a revela- 
tory “Oh, well.” 

Supporting characters were also 
lacklustre in large measure, so that 
the one or two good portrayals 
stood out. These included Charles 
zover, as a Noel Cowardish French 
writer, Marcel (counterpart of the 
stage’s Beverly Carlton) and Rosa- 
lind Russell, as the vampish Lor- 
raine Sheldon. A lot of names 
were dragged in for hardly more 
than effect, as with Henry Fonda’s 
few words transcribed from N. Y. 
as narrator. Bron. 


TREE TRIMMING TIME 
With Jack Lacey, Lewis Fisher, 


Charlies Boyer,’ With Jack Bailey, emcee; Eddie 


COMEDY OF ERRORS 


Dunstedter, organist; announcer, 
Ford Pearson; audience partici- 
pants 
Writer: Don Pringle 
| Producer-Director: Lou Fulton 
(25 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
MBS, from Ho 

As Mutual’s newest audience 
participationer, “Comedy of Er- 
rors” tries hard to develop a fresh 
slant. Format calls for studio 
guests to pick the errors out of 
several short sketches rformed 
for the participants’ analysis. De- 
tection of the bungles is supposed 
to be a test of knowledge, speed, | 
concentration and memory. Each | 
mistake caught is worth $5, bag- 
ging all eight gets the guest $50 
and finding the sole blunder in a 
short narration at the finale cops | 
the $100 jackpot. 

Unfortunately, variations of this 
“error” format have been used on 
other quizzers and thus the new 
penny aspect of “C. of E.” is some- 
what tarnished. Jack Bailey, who 
also emcees Mutual's “Queen For a 
Day” afternoon airer, holds down a 
similar stint here. He gives the’ 
stanza a lift with an enthusiastic 
attitude and Eddie Dunstedter’s 
organ playing is also a help. But 
on the whole, this new quizzer 
merely rates a shade above the 
average despite a makeup that’s 
conducive to participation of the | 
listening audience. Gilb. | 








SALUTE TO THE QUEEN 


Knight, Edgar Bergen & Charlie 
McCarthy, Lud Gluskin orch, 
others 

Director: Ralph Rese 


Writers: Henry Taylor, Keith! 
Fowler 

30 Mins.; Fri. (23), 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 





CBS, from Hollywood 

With a half-hour of open time 
available, CBS took advantage of 
it Friday night (23) to spotlight a 
few of its stars in a warmup trailer 
to its exclusive AM coverage of the 
Rose Bowl parade and football 
classic next Monday (2). With em- | 
cee Garry Moore introducing fhe | 
gal selected as this year’s queen | 
of the Tournament of Roses, along | 
with her entourage of six “prin- 
cesses,” the show was an okay va- 
riety roundup, marred only slight- 


lv by Moore’s playing too heavily | from its usual chills and thrills, | P°> 


to the studio audience and a corn- | 


laden script. 
Evelyn Knight, 
“Club 15” series, capped her | 


banter with Moore via a _ sock) 
rendition of “Dear Hearts and | 
Gentle People. Edgar Bergen and | 


John Bradford, Arthur Seanton-+Charlie McCarthy, who held the 


John Neal; 

Sherman 
Producer: John Neal 
Director: John McTigue 
Writers: Irwin Lewis, Ralph Hayes 
4 hours, Sat. (24), 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WINS, from N. Y. 

Though the major networks 
turn out Christmas shows on a 
much bigger and more expensive 
scale, this four-hour holiday trib- 
ute was appropriate and in the 
line with the tree trimming time 
meod. Ali commercials were 
cleared for the airing of the show, 
which was programmed 
and effectively. Unlike most spe- 
cial Christmas fare, this WINS 
program was not a talent show- 
case, but consisted of carols, stor- 
ies and interviews, which for the 
pes part made for pleasant listea- 
ng. 

Airer, wholly transcribed, 
opened with a half-hour question 


announcer, Pau 


and answer session conducted by = 
Jack Lacey with people working. 


on Xmas Eve. Discussions revolv- 


ing around the effect of the holi- 


day on their particular jobs were ligious message. 


carried on with a number of par- 
ticipants including a cab driver, a 
wholesale flower dealer, a retailer 
in the same line and a telephone 
operator. Lacey handled this seg- 
ment of the show capably, occa- 
sionally coming up with some in- 
teresting bits of info. 

A 15-minute interview with 
Lord & Taylor's Santa Claus, ap- 
parently aimed at the kiddies, was 
weak and out of place. It could 
have been handled from a more 
Adult angle. Basil Rathbone gave 
a faithful characterization as 
Scrooge in a recording of Dick- 
en's “Christmas Carol,” while Ar- 
thur Scanlon narrated another 
holiday must, “The Night Before 
Christmas. 

“Johnny Bascomb,” a short yarn 
written by Eugene Flanagan, had 
little on the ball, but managed to 
) across its Christmas message. 
ohn Neal narrated the piece. Pro- 
gram was rounded out for good 
resulis by more than two hours of 
carols, plattered by the Robert 
Shaw Victor Chorus, Ray Bloch 
Choir, Fred Waring orch and glee 
club, London Choral Society and 
the Lynn Murray orch and chorus. 


simply 


mike longest, evoked some mild, 
laughs with their standard patter, | 
this time returning again to the) 
dummy’s “childhood” adventures. 
Tournament queen and the gals 
comprising her court sounded good 
in their interviews with Moore. | 
Latter kept the show perking with | 
his cheerful chatter, despite =| 
off-the-cob gags written into the 
script for him. 7 

Orch conducted by Lud Gluskin. 
CBS’ Coast music director, backed 


the show capably. Stal. 
ADVENTURE IN FAITH 
With Bill Lasar, Eric Dressler, 


Abbey Lewis, Gertrude Warner, 

Sidney Smith 
Writer: Allan Sloane 
Director: James Sheldon 
Producer: Ted Hudes 
15 Mins.; Sat. (24), 9:45 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WMCA, N. Y. 

“Adventures in Faith,” which 
was aired over 400 indie stations 
over the Christmas weekend under 
the auspices of the Christian Home 
of Council Bluffs, la., was an ef- 
fective drama embodying a _ re- 
Narrated on re- 
alistic terms, this program was 
pegged on the theme that man’s 
religious work is service to his fel- 
lowmen. Allan Sloane’s scripting 
was appropriately keyed on a rev- 
erent but simple note with the di 
rection helping to sustain a re- 
fective mood. 

Story, presumably a true-life 
one, revolved around a smallitown 
man who searches for a satisfying 
role in society. He tries law, medi- 
cine, journalism and the clergy, but 
finally devotes his life to the care 
of sick and homeless children. The 
man’s conversion to his final call- 
ing. although tinted with religious 
revelation, was persuasively pro- 
jected. 

Sidney Smith contributed a 
deeply-felt performance which was 
chiefly responsible for the pro- 
gram’'s conviction. Herm. 





_ Cleveland — Charles McLaugh- 
lin, formerly in publicity at WJW, 
now with MacManus, Johns, and 
Adams, Detroit. At the time he 
left. he also took with him as a 
bride, Lois Becka, personal secre- 
tary to W. O'Neil, station owner. 


| -OPOSESE TOPO SESE OOS STOO! 


pion associated. 


Radio Followups 


OO 6 OF SF SSSSSSOSESOEOOSE- 


American Oil show of last Tues- 
day (20) presented a program that 
even diehard Republicans should 
have liked, or at least sympathized 
with. Occasion was the presenta- 
tion of Miss M ret Truman. Be- 
cause of Miss an’s q 
she’s in a spot everytime she 
makes a concert or radio stand. 
She'll be judged by standards that 





will not apply to any other singer, | 
and which are frequently based on | 
the political beliefs of her) 
listeners. ; | 

Ot course, this is uniortunaie. 
Miss Truman impresses as a pleas- | 
ing microphone personality whose 
voice reveals careful training. 
Pipes haven't reached the apex 
of their development. Voice is 
still to attain mature depths, and 
presently is somewhat thin. How- 
ever, there’s a wealth of feeling 
and charm in her work and her 
radio demeanor is more than ade- 
quate. Her tunes.are projected 
in excellent taste. On her Amoco 
show, there seemed to be evi- 
dence of nervousness, which was 
ultimately overcome to make for 
a good overall impression. 

Miss Truman did Puccini's “O)} 
Mio Bambino Caro” and a pair of 
Christmas tunes. First number | 





the latter carols. 





That annual Yuletide offering of | 
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” was 


“Stars Over Hollywood” show | 
Saturday (24) with Edmund Gwenn 
in the lead role. Movingly nar-| 
rated, this show deserved a better 
time slot on.the CBS net. Aside 





Ralph Rose’s adaptation followed 


| the classic in all essentials. Gwenn, |“Down on Mobile Bay,” 
| playing both narrator and Scrooge, | were among the tunes paraded in 20th anniversary of the founding 
|retained the original's mythical the show caught. are more in the of the C. G. Academy’s site in New 
uction and full! nature of curiosity bits than out-| London, Conn. and also called at- 


flavor. Good 


background music contributed to| 


familiar story. 





As a welcome change of pace | 


CBS’ “Inner Sanctum” Monday | 


Christmas package tagged “The | 
Enchanted Ghost.” An original by 
John Roeburt, “Sanctum’s” chief 
writer, the holiday airer starred 
Frank Sinatra. 

In one of the few times that he | 
has essayed a pure dramatic role, | 


Sinatra proved adequate for the | 
part. However, it was obvious that | 


‘he lacked the thesping stature to | With Ted Johnson 
| Writer-Producer: 


impart a more forceful portrayal 
of a parole violator who was given | 
a second chance because he de-— 
livered a dying man’s Christmas | 
presents to his aging mother and | 
blind sister. 





CBS’ “Lum and Abner” aired a 


charming Yuletide broadcast last 


Wednesday (21), a reprise of the 
Christ story they have adapted an-- 
nualiy since 1933. The show start- | 
ed in the usual manner, with some 
jibes at the un-Christmaslike at- 


'titude of the men who let their 


womenfolk do all the work in the 
kitchen. Then there was carol 
singing by the cast, including Chet 
Lauck, Norris Goff, Andy Devine, 
ZaSu Pitts, Dink Trout, Herb But- 
terfield and Opie Cates, around 
the parlor organ when news came 
that a family was staying in a barn 
away out in the frozen country- 


side. 
Lum and Abner set out with 


/food and blankets and found that 


the homeless couple were an unem- 
ployed carpenter and his wife who 
was expecting a baby that night. 
The tale, of course, was a para-| 
phrase of the birth of the Savior. | 
It was told simply and movingly, 

making the 2,000-year-old story 

live again. And it ended with Lum 

saying, “We're sorta like the years, 

us old fellers. We're sorta like the 

old year goin’ out and we're waitin’ 

on the new year—the little baby in 

yonder.” 


Gloria Swanson’s AM Show 


Gloria Swanson has packaged 
her own half-hour radio airer un- 
der the label “At Home with Gloria 
Swanson.” It combines interviews 
at her swanky Fifth avenue apart- 





‘ment with prominent New Yorkers 
‘and music supplied by Alec Wil- 
der’s orchestra. 
ed by 


Program is direct- 
erstwhile CBS producer 
Rogers Brackett with Burt Cham- 


Several audition records have 


been cut and are now making the 
rounds. 


in appeal to ski fans. 


|}ing Minstrel” is themer. 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS 


Home Town quartet, Fiatfoot 
Philharmonic (Tony Freeman 
orch, 10) 


Producer-Dir.-Writer: Bill Gavin 
= es Wed., 6:30 p.m. 
KNBC, San Francisco 

As long as humans sentimental- 
ize over their fleeting youth there 
will be a place and a need for 
occasional nostalgic excursions, 
names, tunes and times of yester- 
day. This stanza, which is the 
standard formula for recreating 
the mood of the bicycle-built-for- 
two era has all the warmth and 


most of the stickiness associated | 
with the minstrelly melodies which | 
knocked grandma for a loop half a} 


century or so ago. Unfortunately 
there is also a carryover of the 
molasses tempo which on the radio 
medium has a tendency to coagu- 
late unless hypoed by more recent 
production devices meant to speed 
dialog. 

The ingredients offered in this 
half-hour melange are good old 
time show biz. The songs by Will 
Aubrey and Judy Dean, the hokey 
music of Tony Freeman's troupe, 


the barber-shopping of the Home| 
Town Quartet are mellow, melodi- | 
ous and memory stirring. Choice) 
of material is astute and even the | 
|had the necessary delicacy and | gags, for all their ancient vintage. | 
' fragility, often a difficult task be-| are acceptable. 
/cause of the wide range of octaves. | pacing and the off-to-Buffalo hack- 
With Garry Moore, emcee; Evelyn She gave the necessary spirit to| neyed unspontaneity, which helped | 
vaude two decades ago, 


But the dated 


bow out 
dogs the footsteps of the gay- 
nineties appeal, and in spite of the 
earnestness, ability and hard work 


of the rformers, the listener in-| 
| presented in firstrate style on the | terest ~ 


has a tendency to 
sporadically in even so short a pe- 
riod as 30 minutes. 

Possibly that is because such 
items as 


and 
which 


When You Were Mine,” 


right pieces of entertainment. 


making a fresh drama out of this| Time marches on—regrettably! 


It is conceivable that the Gay 
Nineties podgecan be frapped to 
satisfy current entertainment tem- 
but it would seem that the 
formula devised will have te go 
further than a mere reprise of the 


star of CBS’ (26) handed dialers a” touching | copy which was laid to rest a quar- 


ter of century ago. Certainly the 
performers in this production have 


what it takes to make for a pro-: 


duction that is not only pleasantly 
nostalgic but also currently stimu- 
lating. Ted. 


SKIING ON THE AIR 
Victor 
mann 


30 Mins.: Thurs., 8 p.m. 
ALEX TAYLOR CO. 
WVNJ, New Jersey 

This show is definitely limited 
Program, 
spotted on Thursday eves, gives in- 
formation on skiing conditions for 
the ensuing weekend, in addition 


to reporting on the latest trends 
in this snow sport. For those 
fresh.air enthusiasts who like to 
take to the slopes in the cold 
weather, airer should be a must. 
But, as far as entertainment goes, 
it’s dull stuff. 

On show heard Thursday (22), 


Linder- 


_ the only bright spot came with the 


laying of “Songs of the 10th 
ountain Division.” recorded 
the glee club of the 87th Mountain 
Infantry Regiment. Program also 
features interviews with ski au- 
thorities with John Clair, N. Y. 
City Ski Council prexy, holding 
down that spot on program caught. 


'Ted Johnson conducts the pro- 


ceedings competently. 





YOUR WANDERING MINSTREL 
With Gerard Bercier, Dick Harti- 
gan 


15 Mins.; Sun., 2:15 p.m. 


THOMAS GERARD, INC. 
WROW, Albany 


A fine tenor voice rides the air 


waves in a new program sponsored 
by the distributors of St. Charles, 
all-steel sinks. Gerard Bercier, 


formerly with Fred Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians and ex-light opera 
singer, records the shows with 
Dick Hartigan. WROW staffer, as 
accompanist. The waxed angle has 
a disadvantage: it takes from the 
block the intimate, personal touch | 
which counts in radio, This, plus a 
certain concert-like ~ atmosphere, 
are the only drawbacks. 

Bercier hit the bell on the sec- 
ond shot with the opening “Be- 
cause.” He sang number with feel- | 
ing that made it a standout. Ac- 
companist and announcer play 
their parts satisfactorily. ““Wander- 
Jaco. | 


“Where Did Robinson. 
|Cruso Go With Friday on Satur-| 
|from its introductory framework,| day Night.” “Sweet Cider Time 


, chandise 


Producer: Leu Frankel 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WFDR-FM, New York 

WFDR, the International Ladies 
Garment Workers Union FM out- 
let, wrapped up a special evenis 
broadcast on New York City’s 
water shortage which it aired on 
Dec. 14 and again on Dec. 16. The 
shew was a simple production, con- 
sisting of interviews by announcer 
Guy, Wallace, with chief water en- 
gineer Edward J. Clark, personnel, 
at the Croton Dam and winding up 
| with water commissioner Stephen 
J. Carney. 
| Without fancy directorial gim- 
| micks the stanza got down to the 





|facts of the present crisis, why 
water is scarce, how the supply 
can be conserved and what will 
happen if rationing comes to pass. 
| The on-the-scenes report from the 
Croton Dam were particularly ef- 
fective in bringing home the seri- 
ousness of the situation and the 
discussion of plans for the new 
Delaware suppl, source was inter- 
esteing. Commissioner Carney's 
and engineer Clark’s advice on cut- 
ting down water waste was sensible 
and adeptly presented. Done quick- 
ly and aired on the same day the 
interviews were taped, the broad- 
cast was good radio reportage. 
Bril. 





CADET HOLIDAY 

With Rebert Q. Lewis, Nina Foch, 
Francey Lane, Earl Wrigchtsen, 
U. S. Coast Guard Band and 
Glee Club 

Producer: George F. Foley, Jr. 

Director: J. H. Lister 


lag 30 Mins.; Tues. (20), 10:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 

“Cadet Holiday,” which the U. S. 
Coast Guard in association with 
CBS presented over the latter's 
net last Tuesday (20), had a two- 
fold purpose. Emceed by Robert Q. 
Lewis, the program observed the 





| tention of 17 to 22 year olds to the 
institution’s competitive entrance 
examinations to be held in the 
near future. 

While the show undoubtedly ac- 
complished its two objectives, the 
overall stanza emerged as merely 
average holiday fare. Lewis’ ver- 
sion of Dickens’ “Christmas Carol” 
was rather tepid humor and his dis- 
sertation on mistletoe failed to 
reap its intended results. Film 
and legit actress Nina Foch also 
was a weak spot with her recita- 
, tion of the N. Y. Sun’s time-hon- 
}ored “Yes, Virginia, There Is a 
| Santa Claus” editorial. 
| Songstress Francey Lane was 
okay in chirping a lone number. 
Earl Wrightson creditably warbled 
a Christmas tune and joined with 
the C. G. band and Glee Ciub on a 

ood interpretation of “Adeste 

ideles.” Band, under direction of 
Warrant Officer George S. Jenks, 
competently soloed “Sleigh Ride.” 
_Half-hour airer wound up with a 
reminder of the Academy's up- 
coming competitive exams. Gilb. 


LAUGH WITH THE LADIES 

| With Dan Valentine, Norvell Slater, 
Hugh Waddill 

| Producer: Bert Mitchell 

| Writer: Claudine Shannon 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12:30 p.m. 

| STOKELY FOODS 

_ WFAA, Dallas 


| A new audience fun show with 


by prizes has made its debut over 


_WFAA and is being heard for 30 
minutes daily Monday through 
Friday. The show is being spon- 
sored by the Stokely Foods Co., 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
_There’s $500 worth of prizes be- 
ing offered each week to contes- 
| tants in the studio audience and a 
$300 prize to the listener who 
sends in the best stunt each month. 

Contestants are asked to do vari- 
ous stunts by m. c. Dan Valentine, 
who also describes what is taking 
place. Valentine is informal, 
breezy and glib. He keeps the 


|show moving along at a fast pace. 


He puts the women contestants at 
ease and briefly interviews each 
one, which should make for lots 
of listeners as studio programs 
draw the visitors. Various mer- 
rizes are awarded the 
winners plus three cans of Stoke- 
ly products. The losers are given 
an opportunity at the end of the 
broadcast to participate in the 


| Stokely Sweepstake wherein all the 


losers compete for a prize. 

Hugh Waddill fills in at the or- 
gan when each stunt gets under 
way and also supplies the music 
for an audience sing song which is 
part of each program. Norvell 
Slater turns in his usual good job 
as announcer on the airings as 
well as helping Valentine with the 
ladies. His commercials are brie! 
and to the point. Andy. 
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With Hugh A. L. Halff, J. R. Dun- Street Charity With Buster Keaton, Alan Reed, 
- " Video’ in the realm 
Tele Follow-Up Comment } etn. Mayor Jack Whlie Jerry, Video's impact in the realm | "Won Belasee, Ben Weldon, Dick 
"Ye VOPOCSOFOSSSCOS OOO TE Charles L. Jeffers, Red River| WS never more forcefully Producer: Joe Parker 


Jeeeoer eee eeeeerr teers ree 


tuation of the blind- 
Oven an three major video 


ness mo 
ic showcases over 
— and 3 


Christmas weekend, 
athi 24-hour time period, was 
within 8 le of how the video 


at 





subject should break through 


height of festivities dedicated | 
the vuletide cheer only served to | 
reemphasize the offbeat script | 


te | 
mNBC came through Sunday night 


with a double-barrelled back-to- 
sack variation on a theme of blind- 
ness, with Philco’s saga of a blind 
flier and the preceding Colgate 
program of a blind girl. Monday 
night’s CBS “Studio One” presen- 
tation of “The Inner Light” was 
about a school for blind folk. 





Gertrude Berg had a nice show- 
manly touch tying in “South Pa- 
cifie” with her Mrs. Goldberg do- 
gooding. There was a realistic 
segment of a “South Pacific” audi- 
ence and a Pinza rendition of 
“Some Enchanted Evening” which 
proved to be a flashback to a 
coincidental at-home scene, show- 
ing Mr. and Mrs. Goldberg also 
hand-holding as a phonograph 
platter gave out with Pinza’s voice. 
It's the sort of ingenious produc- 
tioning which even Rodgers & 
Hammerstein and all others con- 
cerned doubtlessly would ap- 
plaud, even thougit it might tech- 
niecally be viewed as impinging on 
a “grand right” to the “South Pa- 
cific” score, even unto the basso’s 
voice being incorporated into a 
TV dramatic script. The whole- 
some end result is such that even 
the most sensitive ASCAPers 
couldn't gripe. Same went with 
for her signoff out-of-the-window 
commercial for Sanka, and a 
broad simulation of Mary Martin 
with “Gonna Wash That Guy 
Outa My Hair.” even unto a real- 
istic shampoo by theasvideo drama- 
let’s star. 





Cities Service “Band of Amer- 
ica” show seems definitely to-have 
solved the problem of how to pro- 
gram a simulcast. Long an NBC 
radio feature, the band was put on 
NBC video also this fall and with 
fine results. Show Monday night 
(26) was excellent post-Christmas 
entertainment, with the added vis- 
ual factors making it seem too bad 
that those who hear the program 
on radio alone must miss them. 

Not content with merely placing 
the cameras on the bandsmen, the 
show dissolved from almost every 
tune into a visual production num- 
ber. Best of these was the ballet 
dancer and group of soldiers who 
performed to the band’s “Parade 
of the Wooden Soldiers” and the 
flamenco dancer featured in a 
Spanish song. Herbert Swope, Jr., 
who produces and directs for TV. 
achieved some neat effects with his 
cameras. Bandmaster Paul La- 
valle did a good job on announcing 
each number himself, with Ford 
Bond in to introduce and close the 
half-hour. Those short animated 
plugs for the sponsor were good 
enough to add to the show's over- 
ail entertainment quality. 





DuMont’s “Plainclothesman,” 
one of the many house packages 
instituted by the web during re- 
cent months, suffered from un- 
imaginative scripting and direction 
last Wednesday night (21) but the 
cast was sufficiently good to main- 
tain interest in the half-hour 
meller. Series is probably the only 
one regularly scheduled at this 
time which attempts to use the 
subjective camera in place of the 
protagonist. As handled by director 

illiam Marceau however, the 
camera never gives viewers the 
correct ilhusion, with its static 
quality representing only an off- 
screen voice, rather than an actual 
person. 

Original yarn used last week, 
penned by Don Sanford, dealt 
with a fabulous gem stolen by a 
beachcomber in the East Indies to 
= as bait in buying his way back 
© the states. Conflict to gain pos- 
Session of the jewel among the 
original thief, the ship’s captain 
— his wife, and a cockney galley 

Dy has ail been done before and 
seually, considerably better. San- 
+ sg S revelation for a climax that 

¢ jewel in reality was only paste 
Was so cliched as to be almost 
painful. Cast, for the most part, 
rie above the script with Walter 
ond Gertren Foe, Sasty Lane 

e - 
larly standout. oo 





the Ed Wynn show (22) resulted 


im one of the most entertaining | 
S in what is probably one | 
most pleasant shows on the | 
Spectrum. Wynn and Keato> 


Session 
of the 
Video 


| 
Guesting of Buster Keaton on 


did a little ribbing of the silents 
in a country-store skit which 
called for the use of cards in lieu 
of dialog. This bit again proved 
top hilarity im gentle and easy- 
going sketches, and Keaton’s style 
of comedy is as surefire today as 
it was a couple of decades ago. 

ynn seemed to be on a dead- 
pan binge for this particular show 
with presentation of Virginia 
O’Brien’s motionless piping, but 
also good. 

Other highlight on the show 
included the commercial rib with 
a pair of ballet dancers assisting, 
and of course, Wynn's aii around 
miming. . 





WOR-TV's Friday night pickup 
from the Oid Knick Music Hall, 
N. Y., apparently has yet to learn 
how to capitalize on the entertain- 
ment usually found by ringsiders 





Dave, Rosita, Melissa Smith, Bud 

Vinson and Johnny Dugan, Cur- 

ley Williams, 

John Seagle, 

Nash, Tommy Jean, Lou 
son, Bill Shomette, Mel Winters 
and his orch, others. 

Director: J. R. Duncan 

Producer: Dick Perry 

195 Min; Sun. (11), 5:30 p. i. 
Participating 

WOAI-TV, San Antonio 


After six weeks of 


testing, 


_WOAI-TV, first television outlet in 


| 


at the nitery. Instead of depending | 


on the club’s usual show, the sta- 
tion builds another one on the 
stage for the TV cameras, utilizing 
the regular cast and props. Result 
is an intimate, easy-paced produc- 
tion which has its share of chuckles 
but which is not as good as the 
Old Knick’s unique mellers. 
Hour-long program: last Friday 
night (23) comprised practically 
all the devices possible to squeeze 
into a video presentation, includ- 
ing a jackpot giveaway (won during 


the show), recitations, songs, 
dances audience participation 
stunts, etc. WOR’s Red Benson. 
as emcee, and the Old Knick cast, 
tried hard with some corny rou- 


tines but the show 
dirt until the last quarter, when 
one act of the club’s “Perils of 
Prudence” was staged as a trailer. 
Paul Killiam, co-owner of the Old 
Knick, capably aided Benson in 
the emcee department 

In addition to the giveaway, the 
duo handed out gifts to ringsiders 
at the slightest provocation. Some 
system should be devised to escape 
those lengthy product identifica- 
tion plugs for the presents. They 
can be deadly when they fill five 
straight minutes of air time. 


“Inside USA” hit it off nicely 
with several good sketches which 
utilized the talents of comedian 
Peter Lind Haves and _ singer 
Ethel Merman. Miss Merman, who 
is as adept in handling comedy as 
she is in tune-delivery, collaborat- 
ed with Hayes in the delineation 
of “Punchy Callahan.” the comic’s 
conception of a punched-out pug. 
With Miss Merman playing his 
handler, the execution of this bit 
was ultra. She essayed one num- 
ber, “Blow Gabriel.” in her usually 
vibrant style, but the camera work 
didn't flatter her. 

Hayes and Mary Healy also got 
laughs with a psychiatrist sketch 
and Sheila Bond did well in a 
Spanish terp session. Finale, a 
Currier & Ives number. gave the 
program a worthy curtain. 


never hit pay 








Ed Sullivan's “Toast of the 
Town” (CBS) presented an accept- 
able, but not outstanding vaudeo 
lineup Sunday night (25) as its con- 
tribution to the Christmas talent 
parade on TV. Best of the acts 
was songstress Rosemary Clooney, 
blonde looker with a bewitching 
personality, and Metopera colora- 
tura Mimi Benzell. current at the 
Hotel Pierre’s (N. Y.) Cotillion 
Room. Miss Clooney demonstrated 
a voice to match her looks and, 
backed by the show's regular line, 
did a neat selling job on a ballad 
and a pleasant novelty tune titled, 
“Haul Off and Love Me.” Miss 
Benzell, latest of the Met stars to 
enter “plebeian” entertaining, pro- 
jected an appealing personality 
with her stock renditions of a 
Spanish flamenco number and 
Gounod's “Ave Maria.” 

Show otherwise had the stand- 
ard vaudeo acts, opening with 
Bingo, a chimp who evidenced good 
training with some comedics and 
balancing. Magico Jimmy Jemain 
(?) showed nothing out of the ordi- 
nary with his playing card and cig- 
aret disappearing tricks. Phil 
Jones Dancers, group of seven boys 
and seven girls ranging in size 
from moppets to six-footers, im- 
pressed with their fine precision 
work on a waltz and tango, as well 
as some soloing on a Charleston 
and cake-walk. Larry Storch’s im- 
pression of a “sun never sets’ 
British Army officer was subtle but 
also too stereotyped. Show weund 
with Rexfords, a couple of fast- 
paced balancers who brought Sul- 


livan into the act for an okay 
finale. 
Those “better than ever” film 


plugs for the Mercury car. incident- 
ally, have been toned down con- 
siderably. 


CBS-TV's “Studie One” pre- 
sented a warmhearted adaptation 





| studios and 


Central and South Texas, was for- 
mally placed in operation. Dedi- 
cation ceremonies brought to the 
in front of the TV 
cameras leaders of the community, 
representing civic affairs, radio. 
publishing, finance and _ various 
branches of the military services. 

Hugh A. L. Halff, prez and gen- 
eral manager of WOAI-TV, was 
m.c. of the opening telecast and 
paid tribute to G. A. C. Halff, chair- 
man of the board of Southland In- 
dustries, Inc., owners and operators 
of WOAI and WOAI-TV, for his 
foresight in being first to bring 
radio and now television to San An- 
tonio and to the surrounding trade 
area. Mayor Jack White of San 
Antonio, who made his first TV 
appearance, read his official proc- 
lamation designating Dec. 11 as 
T-Day. 

A film, “WOAI-TV Is Born,” nar- 
rated by Jerry Lee, was presented 
which covered every phase of the 
construction, installation and test- 
ing of the new video outlet from 
last February to the present. 

Entertainment-wise, big feature 
of the opening ceremonies was 
“Curtain Time,” a full-hour show 
which was introduced by WOAI-TV 
program director, J. R. Duncan, as 
a review of local talent in a pre- 
view of programs on which they 
will be regularly featured. 

A WOAI-TV origination especial- 
ly for juveniles was “The Tree 
House,” featuring ventriloquist 
Bud Vinson and his dummy. John- 
ny Dugan, which is to be televisied 
five nights weekly. Program is an 
audience type participation show 
for the kiddies and should click. 
Dick Perry, jovial m.c., is known 
on regular radio stints as “Uncle 
Dick” to the kiddies, and is a glib 
storyteller. 

A show that should bear watch- 
ing is “TV Dude Ranch,” to be aired 
each Friday. Lou Emerson, old 
time vaude fave, scored heavily 
with his comedy antics and songs. 
Curley Williams and vouthful Tom- 
my Jean, femme vocalist, offered 
hillbilly and western songs. Bill 
Shomette turned in a neat job as 
m.c. 

Sports was given a preview by 
Ed Hyman, WOAI-TV sports di- 
rector. He promised full coverage 
of the local sports scene plus in- 
terviews and varied sports instruc- 
tion via television. ews will be 
handled by “Telenews” by Austin 
Williams, who makes a good appear- 
ance before the camera and should 
have no trouble making the transi- 
tion from AM to TV. 

John Seagle, baritone and voice 
instructor, is to be heard each Sun- 
day in “Sunday Serenade.” He has 
a rich, powerful voice and photo- 
graphs well. He also will present 
several of his students in concert 
each week. “The Sagebrush Bari- 
tone,” Red River Dave, nationally 
famous western singer and com- 
poser, will star in a program of 
cowboy favorites. 

First sponsored TV program 
during the evening was a film nar- 
rated by Ed Hyman showing high- 
lights of the recent Southern Meth- 
odist-Notre Dame football classic, 
with Motorola Radio and Television 
picking up the tab. There were 
other kinescope recordings of sev- 
eral web shows, a regular feature 
film and spot announcement all 
moving aiong in rapid succession 
without a hitch. 

Outlet will be on the air daily 
from 5:30 to 9 p.m. with the excep- 
tion of those nights in which activi- 
ties are carried. Saturday has been 
announced as the night the outlet 
will be silent. On Sunday WOAIT- 
TV will take to the air at 6 p.m. to 
9 p.m. 


of Hugo Csergo’s “Inner Light” 
Monday night (26) to evoke the 
Christmas feeling of faith among 
viewers. As adapted for video by 
Joseph Liss, the story had plenty 
of dramatic conflici in telling of 
a group of blind students and their 
attempt to regain their sight by 
undergoing an operation by a half- 
mad doctor. 

Production by Worthington 
Miner and Franklin Schaffner’s di- 
rection were up to the series’ usual 
top standards. Cast was dout, 
with Margaret Phillips and Theo- 
dore Newton = appeal- 
ing in the lead roles. 





demonstrated than during the 
Christmas weekend, with Du- 
mont’s and WPIX iN. Y.) 
double-barreled show biz mar- 
athons on behalf of the Sister 
Kenny Foundation and _ the 
United Hospital Fund, respec- 
tively. 

For six hours on Saturday, 
with a midnight windup, 
WPIX paraded a top array of 
talent before the*cameras as 
the come-on for pledges to the 
hospital fund, resulting in sub- 
scriptions topping $100,000. 
The Sister Kenny fund bene- 
fited to the tune of $250,000 as 
emcee Morey Amsterdam 
cornered the N. Y. show biz 
marts for a five-hour enter- 
taining video layout that par- 
layed maximum showmanship 
with forceful “charity selling.” 

Rose. 








BILL WOODSMALL SHOW 
With Bill Woodsmall, Hal Kartun 
quintet; Eari Nightingale, an- 
nouncer - 
Writer: Chuck Romine 


Director: Skee Wolff 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WBBM, Chicago 
Bill Woodsmall, 19-year-old 


former WBBM page boy until his 
radio debut a few weeks ago, sings 
with expression of maturity be- 
yond his years. With a clear voice 
ana meiiow tone the young bari- 
tone renders a selection of three 
pop ballads in a style. that suggests 
much study and the fortunate gift 
of native ability. Accompanied by 
the Hal Kartun quintet, whose ar- 
rangements blend fittingly with 
the crooner’s presentation, the 
show’s format is rounded out with 
the cheerful assistance of Earl 
Nightingale. 

The latter, who handles intros 
and between-number quips, main- 
tains a fatherly attitude towards 
the young singer. This offers 
good gag substance, from which 
the source of the program’s con- 
tinuity stems. Like Dennis Day, 
the vocalist’s speaking voice is 
boyish and immature, contrasting 
incongruously with his singing. 

Although Woodsmall is neither 
original nor exceptional he has a 
voice that appeals to everyone. 

Hado. 


CLIFTON UTLEY AND THE 

NEWS 
With Clifton Utley 
Producer: Bill Ray 
Director: Duane Bogie 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WNBQ; Chicago 

Clifton Utley’s tele-newscast fis 
seemingly as adaptable to radio as 
television. The difference is the 
use of pictorial illustrations, such 
as graphs, charts, photos and maps. 
The effectiveness of using these 
slides, bowever, is diminished by 
the static quality they convey. The 
photos, for the most part, are poor- 
ly reproduced, which if allowed to 
remain on camera too long are 
quick to irritate the viewers. Al- 
though the slides are interjected 
smoothly on silent cue by Utley, 
the commentator fails to connect 
the photos closely with his copy. 
They should be used as short pic- 
torial exclamation pwints to ac- 
centuate the highlights of his com- 
mentary; otherwise they distract. 

Utley doesn't charm viewers 
with a smooth, intriguing manner 
but holds them fast with force and 
sincerity. His voice is well adapt- 
ed for the type of intelligent, on- 
top-of-the-news reporting he spe- 
cializes in. His most convincing 
appeal stems from his adversity to 
reading from a script. 

Capable of building a large fol- 
lowing, this type of newscasting 
should be attractive to everyone. 

. Hado. 





itself but 

has dresse 

with a _ girl 
looker tabbed 
hand out the awards. 
pard does the intros and the emcee 
spiel. 
plug being the sponsor's local tele- 
phone number, which is flashed on 
screen for the benefit of viewers 
who wish to have machines in- 
stalled. Gagh. 


Director: Phili Delacy 
“Sue Brockman, Henry 
aylor 
30 Mins.; Thurs. 9:30 p.m. 
KTTV, Hollywood 
An oldtimer came into his own 


|Jast night over a new medium and 
it looks like television has a new 


“must see” program that is very 
likely to beeome a 
ture, 
‘new Buster Keaton show which 
'beamed for the first time last 
inight over KTTV. 


rmanent fix- 


He’s Buster Keaton, and the 


lost none of his 
the passing years. 


Keaton has 
touch with 


Little sad-face is still one of the 
really great pantomimists of the 
era and the television camera is a 
perfect way to catch those man- 


nerisms and expressions if last 


night’s work was a criterion. 


Crowding Keaton for laugh hon- 


ors on the first-outer was radio's 
Alan Reed. He knows how to sell 
a line and is a master at timing. 


Producer Joe Parker took no 


chances on not having a hit. Mak- 
ing appearances were such top 
performers as 
Weldon and Dick Elliot. Each cap- 
tured the camera-eye in turn and 
came 


Leon Belasco, Ben 


off winner. 
Opening show was built around 


ad agency topper, Dick Elliot, who 
is hiring players for new show he 
is putting together for a macaroni 
sponsor. 
and Reed as emcee. 
is a temperamental 


Keaton is hired as star 
Leon Belasco 
prop man. 

Keaton delivered his best pratt- 


falls and twisted his magic face t> 
the howls of studio audienee as re- 
hearsals on show got underway. 


Philippe Delacy directed the of- 


fering from a finely tailored script 
by 
Taylor. 


Clyde Bruckman and Henry 


At end of program Reed an- 


nounced that starting Jan. 5 Stude- 
baker 
sume sponsorship of the package. 
They're lucky people. 


dealers of area would as- 


Q-BALL PROGRAM 

With Bob Sheppard, emcee 
Producer: Marlo Lewis 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 
Q-BALL CO. 

WFIL-TV, Philadelphia 


Television is the answer to why 


old game of Q-Ball is enjoying new 
popularity in this section. 
combines some of the elements of 
billiards and the principies of the 
pinball machine. Weekly show has 
had 
averaging 60 requests for machines 
a week, 
throughout area. 


Game 


immediate effect, program 


largely from taprooms 


Show is the first television pres- 


entation of game, and it is spon- 
sored by the Q-Ball Co. of Penn- 
sylvania, 
and splits with the house on the 
take. 
twe players 
community 
(chiefly taprooms) throughout city 
|and suburbs. 
lected on hasis of scores compiled 
in nabe tournaments. 


which installs machines 


Program pits four teams of 
each, representing 
recreation centers 


Contestants are se- 


Everybody on show gets prizes, 


which are sent in by local mer- 
chants. High scorer for the night 
will take 
offs skedded for Madison Square 
Garden, June 4. “Q-Ball Program” 
has a tie-in with the American 
Q-Ball Congress, the publicity and 
promotion unit responsible for the 
Garden meet. 


rt in the national play- 


Game has plenty of interest in 
roducer Marlo Lewis 
up the presentation 
scorekeeper and a 
“Miss Q-Ball” to 
Bob Shep- 


Commercials are nil, only 


BILL HARRINGTON SHOW 
Director: Mende Brown 
Producer: Douglas Storer 

15 Mins.; Tues., Thurs., 7:15 p.m. 


LITTLE WHITE CHURCH AT Sustaining 


FOUR CORNERS 
With Rev. Walter Whitney, others 
Producer: Bill Givens 
Director: Bob Stone 
15 Mins.; Tues. (13), 6:45 p.m. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady. 

Religion and crossroads philoso- 
phy are somewhat effectively inter- 
mingled here for rural viewers. 
Feature is one of a number regu- 
larly given time on WRGB “Farm 
Picture.” The Rev. Mr. Whitney, 
“Country-side Speaker” on WGY 
“Farm Paper of the Air” and also 
radio-television chairman for the 
Northeast Rural Church Commit- 
tee, has made 10 appearances on 
WRGB:; his 1947 “Christmas in the 
Rural Chureh” telecast remains of 
the highest rated local shows in the 
st&tion’s 10 years of operation. 

Pastor of a Methodist church, he 


‘Continued on page 29) 


that's 
lacking any definite impact. Pre- 
sented without 
trappings, this airer features Bill 
Harrington, accompanying himself 
on 
guest femme vocalists for what- 
ever eye appeal this show is worth. 
It’s another low-budget item with 
modest pretensions. 


WOR-TV, N. Y. 


This is a simple musical show 
pleasant enough alfthongh 


any production 


the keyboard, together with 


Harrington carries these sessions 


with an affable manner and an ac- 
ceptable set of pipes. His reper- 
tory, like his vocalizing, is on the 
standard side with accent on the 
pop ballads. For the holiday sea- 
son, of course, 
Christmas” 
Femme vocalists Phyllis Wood and 
Betty Colby guested the opening 
week in okay style. 


he sang “White 


and some carols. 


Herm. 
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Try to Keep San Antonio Mayor 
Off Air for His ‘False Propaganda 


San Antonio, Dec. 27. +¢ 
Action seeking to keep Mayor 
Jack White from making his week- 
ly radio talks was started here by 
the four city commissioners. Since 
taking office June 1, the mayor has 
delivered a weekly Sunday after- 
noon, “Progress Report” originat- 
ing in the studios of KITE here 
and carried by several other local 
outlets 








CBS’ Guinea Pig 


Continued, from page 22 


ried on under controlled conditions 
through stations WCBS-TV and 
WOR-TV in New York, with mem- 
bers of the public invited to act as 
test subjects. As part of these tests 
color signals will be received from 








A letter, signed by the four Washington via coaxial cable. These 
counciimanh,” was “Gir TC+eG Sy. Li be carried on daily from 
Charles Balthrope, owner and man-!9 a. m. to 1:45 p. m. in the CBS 
ager of KITE. It read in part general engineering laboratories in 


“We have an idea that the FCC 
would be shocked if it knew that a 
licensed radio station was lending 
itself to the free use of its broad- 
casting facilities for spreading 
cheap, false and misleading politi- 
cal propaganda under the pre- 
tense of ‘a public service.’ Your 
presentation is one sided. 

“Do you think you are render- 
ing a ‘public service’ when you 
give free time for an irresponsible 
attack upon the duly elected of- 
ficials of the city? 

“You know that the so-called 
speeches delivered over your radio 
station are not prepared by the 


New York. 

Category B. involving equipment 
tests in homes, CBS explained, will 
be limited by the availability of re- 
ceivers and difficulties of gather- 
ing “significant factual data” suit- 
able for use as evidence. Programs 
to be viewed on the sets to be dis- 
tributed for these tests will be 
broadcast by the Bamberger sta- 
tion, WOIC, in Washington, for an 
hour each day at 12:45 p. m. and 
for several evening periods. 

Public reaction tests, provided 
under category C, will be con- 
ducted in Washington at locations 
to be determined. Category D com- 





Mayor. wa = by = prises color transmissions in New 
paid political writer 3 propa vVork and Washington to labora- 
, gandist. The character of _ the tories.end-manufacturere foxuhot. 


speeches delivered are not for pub- 
lic good but a stream of personal 
abuse and violent attacks. 

“We don't want free time. We 
want your station to operate under 
the regulations of the FCC.” 

In an answer to the letter, Bal- 
thrope stated that the mayor's 
broadcasts would continue to be 
carried. 

“We answered the Commission- 
ers’ letter and told them that if 
they will be more definite as to 
their complaints and will cite to 
us the provisions of the regulations 
of the FCC to which they refer, we 
will be glad to look further into 
the matter. 

“We have informally offered the 
Commissioners equal time to dis- 
cuss any topic which they feel Mr. 
White has handled in a one-sided 
manner, but they apparently de- 
clined the offer of free time,” 
stated Balthrope. 

Balthrope also suggested that lo- 
cal outlets be allowed to broadcast 
city council meetings “so that the 
people may hear for themselves 
how their city government is con- 
ducted.” 


DREW PEARSON'S 
TOY MARATHON 


Commentator Drew Pearson is 
doing a marathon of guest shots 
on both radio and television this 
week to promote his “Tide of 
Toys” idea, which he first present- 
ed to his ABC radio audience Dec. 
18. In cooperation with the Amer- 


ican Legion, he is trying to get 
every child in America to con- 
tribute a toy from their Christmas 


ever technical tests they may wish 
to conduct. When these transmis- 
sions have become “routine,” tests 
will be instituted in Philadelphia 
over WCAU-TV. 





Opposition to Big Name 
Wrestling Easing Up On 
Video in Minneapolis 
Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 

Tony Stecher, only wrestling 
promoter in Twin Cities for many 
years, who has practically all 
“name” heavyweight grapplers 
sewed up for this territory, finally 
has surrendered to television to 
extent of permitting the opening 
match on his weekly cards to be 
televised over WTCN. It’s one of 
four matches comprising each card 
and goes on Tuesdays from 8:30 to 
9 p.m. 

Stecher, who consistently over 
the years has done landoffice busi- 
ness with wrestling here at Audi- 
torium and satisfactorily with his 
St. Paul cards at Auditorium 
‘there, had been adamant up toa. 
now in his refusal to permit any 
TV, and says present arrangement 
is a trial proposition. No money 
passes hands between him and sta- 
tion, which already has obtained | 
sponsor for programs. 

TV circles believe Stecher was 
influenced to “relent” because of 
the fact that a new competing 
group was organized in St. Paul to 
stage wrestling cards in the Ar- 
mory there on a TV deal with 
KSTP. Attendance at these shows 
has tripled within a month with 
TV credited for the spurt. They, 





ae shipment to European too are staged weekly and, for the 
Commentator was slated to od part, use lighter-weight grap- 
launch his guesting last night ‘ 





(Tues.) on NBC-TV’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre” and had 18 shows lined 
up yesterday. Spots are being set 
by the Weintraub agency, which 
handles Adam Hats, Pearson's ra- 


dio bankroller. 
| 19 early this year to 12 at present, 


Rene ; New Biz Give will add a new one Monday (2). 
WJR (Det.) Banner Year Stanza will be a cross-the-board | 


Detroit, Dec. 27. newscast at @ am. with Robert | 


WJR is having the best month Hurleigh, originating from WGN, | 
business-wise in the 24 year history Chi. 
of Ce station, says general ae 
ger Harry Wismer. Renewal an . 
new biz contracts signed between | = te eliminate those co-ops that | 
Dec. 1 and 19 amounted to $684,- | didn’t sell and to keep on only | 
533, Wismer revealed. All maior those that are picking up bank-| 
program accounts expiring in ‘rollers. Amon 
cember have renewed. Extensive MBS have | bmg Bag BY 
spot renewals also have been ily, Henry LaCossitt newscast, 
signed. '“Luncheon at Sardi’s” (although it 

Wismer added WJR has signed remains as a WOR, N. Y.. feature) 
two new shows— “Eddy Arnold and “Captain Midnight” and “In- 
Show,” sponsored by International | side of Sports,” both of which were 
Milling Co. for five times a week co-op in areas where the network 
for 52 weeks starting Jan. 2, and | sponsors didn’t buy them. Those 
“The Hermit’s Cave” once weekly remaining, it's reported, are doing 
for 52 weeks which began Sunday well. 
(25). | According to Bert Hauser, Mu- 
“Cave” is sponsored by the Coal tual’s co-op chief, biz dropped off 
Heating Service of Greater De- during the summer, reflecting gen- 
troit. It was a WJR feature for eral business conditions, but has 
14 years, ending in 1947. i been picking up since fall. 


Mutual Rounding Out 
Co-op Baker’s Dozen 


| 


Mutual, which has cut its coop- | 
erative programs from a .high of 








| 


Reason for dropping the airers | 








. PARTETY 
[wm | 


all this time, he said, the owners 
never attempted to learn whether 


the programs were used for illegal | 


purposes. 

However, the examiner found as 
an extenuating fact “belated re- 
forms” by the station in the way 
of public service programs. He 
also considered the question of 
what remedial purpose would be 
served by denying the station re- 
newal of license. Though Wilming- 
ton police, he said, advised that 
such a course would not help them 
in their law enforcement problems 
“since cther stations can and do 
supply bookmaking establishments 
with the racing information need- 
ed by them.” 

Examiner said he would be in- 
clined to provide for only a one- 


year renewal for the purposes of | 


checking later on the station’s pro- 
gram representations, but since the 
Commission rules provide only 


three-year renewals he must rec- 
ommend the longer period. 






‘Inside USA’ 


Continued from page 23 


Wednesday 9 te 9:30 period, which 
will be vacated by the Dunninger- 
Paul Winchell show: And, with 
the web having abandoned its 
plans for the Abe Burrows wres- 


thins chow. Tresday night. st .8..to 
buck NBC-TY’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre,” it must still fill that 


period or continue as at present 
with feature film oldies. 
CBS has a number of packages 


‘lined up as possible replacements. 
|““Hearts,”’ packaged by Carol Irwin 


and featuring Mary Malone and 
Bethel Leslie in the lead roles, was 
kinescoped last week for audition 
purposes. Another package owned 
by Miss Irwin and kinesecoped for 
audition purposes is “Stage Door,” 
projected series based on the Edna 
Ferber-George S. Kaufman legiter, 


‘and featuring Beatrice Pearson 


and Scott McKay in the leads. 
Also on tap are kinescoped ver- 
sions of “Escape” and “Yours 
Truly, Johnny Dollar,” both CBS 
radio shows now airing from the 
Coast. 

CBS and Schwartz are still re- 
negotiating with Chevvy and its 
agency, Campbell-Ewald, for an 
extension of the option on the re- 
vue show. Since it is aired alter- 
nate weeks only, its original 13- 
week cycle carries through until 
March. Its moveover to Saturday 
night, of course, leaves its previous 
Thursday at 8:30 slot vacant, as 
well as the 8:30 to 9 Saturday 
night period on the weeks when 
the Murray show is not aired. 





Continued from page 22 ae 
Schwartz's “Inside U. S. A. with 
Chevrolet,” both budgeted around 


$20,000. NBC has no top-budgeted 
programs airing on that basis, and 
would prefer not to set a precedent 
by allowing Luckies to tee it off on 
the Montgomery series. 

According to NBC sales exes, the 
sponsor does not get the full im- 
pact from his advertising dollar by 
permitting that weekly time lag. 


|Bankrollers using the system to 


date, however, maintain that 
video’s sight and sound values give 
it much greater impact than radio 
provides and, with TV program 
costs skyrocketing, the alternate 
week basis may be the answer to 
TV advertising problems. Ford, in 
fact, which was slated to go once 
a week after the first of the year, 
has tentatively decided to continue 
on the twice-monthly system. Tex- 
aco has talked of slotting its Mil- 
ton Berle program on that basis 
next year via NBC, but the negotia- 
tions have not yet reached a point 
where either party must make up 
its mind. 

NBC is attempting to convince 
BBD&O, which captured the Lucky 
Strike TV account last week from 
the N. W. Ayer agency, to slot the 
Montgomery series each Thursday 
night, when the web has the most 
free time available. 
that night from 8 to 10, with the 
two-hour period fronted by “Camel 
News Caravan” from 7:45 to 8 and 


backed by “Martin Kane, Private | 


Eye,” from 10 to 10:30. 


San Antenio — John Paul Lee 
will assume the position of com- 
mercial manager of KMAC and 
KISS 
accord to an announcement 
made by Howard W. Davis, owner 
and manager of the outlets. 








| * 1 T ,@ e 

Rose Bow! Parade, a yearly feature in Pasadena, has caused a Ceast 
price war this season which is threatening to give television statiens 
a run for the top camera spots. Battie is raging between stations and 


hot dog stands. It seems that last year video outlets went into the area 
and leased the porches and front lawns of residents on the parade route 


for a mere $25. On these spots, stations erected stands for the place- 


ment of cameras with which to beam the parade. In surveying the sit- 
uation this year, stations have found the price has jumped as high as 
$150 per video site. It seems that hot dog venders were easily outbid 


last year but are putting up a fight this season to retain spots on the 


important trade route. 





Web is open 


Through vagaries of the weather, NBC television was able to score a 
major scoop over the widephoto services of the various news agencies 


on Mayor William O’Dwyer’s wedding last week in Florida. 


Film taken 


of the event by NBC cameramen was planed immediately to N. Y.. but 
the plane carrying the still shots taken by the wirephoto lensers was 


grounded en route. 


earning the NBC films were in N. Y., the Associated Press asked 
for permission to use individual frames to service its subscribers with 


stills. 


ceived credit in all captions. 


Other wire services followed the lead, so that newspapers 
throughout the country were fed the NBC photos. 


Web, of course, re- 





Editorial in The Catholic Review which has been crusading for 


cleaner TV, predicts 1950 will be 
the radie-TV biz. 
|no new ones coming up. 


a slight improvement over 1949 in 


It cites disappearance of 10 giveaways in 1949. with 
It excuses TV awkwardness, calling it too 
young a child to be a prodigy, though a problem. 


It further opines 


that nothing ever transcends a script regardless of stars and settings 
and urges producers to spend their money on writers instead of devel- 


oping cameramen prima donnas. 
Editorialist goes on to poke a few 


shots at stupid TV spot commercials 


which he calls below level of the singing commercial. 





New black screen for rear projection of television backgrounds, said 
to be capable of providing greater pictorial contrast than the present 


translucent white screen, has been 


put into use by NBC engineers on 


its new rear projection system. Screen was designed and developed 
ee epee 33e : p. 


wes PahS 12s Corp. aid is kiGwa as a Tele Pracdéés sciceiir “Tt was-firsi- 
used by NBC Dec. 7 on “Kraft TV Theatre” and is to be employed 
soon on “Howdy Doody” and “One Man's Family.” 





It finally happened to Arthur Godfrey. 


With probably the heaviest 


schedule on radio and television of any performer, he never missed a 
show until Monday night (26) when he arrived 10 minutes late for his 


“Talent Scouts” si_:ulecast on CBS. 


Seems he had been kibitzing with 


Bill Slocum, one of his writers, at a hotel and ran into a Manhattan 
traffic snar] trying to come across town to the CBS theatre. 

George Bryan, “Talent Scouts” announcer, filled in for Godfrey until 
the latter arrived on the scene, and did a good job on it, too. Godfrey 
covered up with a legit explanation of why he was late. : 

_— 











| Chi's 


biz scheduled, is $6,500. Other ex- 
amples are numerous. 

So, with packages like these get- 
ting no closer to contract-inking 
than a non-exercised option, Chi 
producers—both network and in- 
die—are bitterly outspoken in their 
criticism of why it's difficult to 
sell Windy City originations: (1) 
Chicago has plenty of competent 
“talent” but no “names” to offer; 


(2) New York agencies are in- 
clined to give an indulgent get- 
away-from-me-boys-you - bother - me 
pat on the head to other than 
Gotham originations; and (3)— 
this is really a sore point—Chicago 
doesn’t have the wining, dining 
and “entertainment” facilities of 
New York and Hollywood. On the 
latter point, after watching his 
low-cost package lose the nod to a 
more expensive eastern produc- 
tion, 
pressed it, “Agency men like to 
visit both coasts —- at the adver- 
tiser’s expense.” 
Pour Coin Into Facilities 


Chicago has been making great 
strides, facility-wise. and while 
the number of video stations won't 
be increased until the end of the 
FCC freeze, a great deal of studio 
buildings and other improvements 
are going on. WGN-TV expects to 
move into its own multi-million- 
dollar setup on north Michigan 
avenue this spring. ABC-TV took 
over the Universal Records studios 
at 20 N. Wacker Dr. in addition 
to the Civie theatre in the same 
building. WNBQ, NBC's TV outlet, 
is adding studios in the Merchan- 
dise mart, while WBKB, Balaban & 
Katz subsidiary, spent over $250.- 
000 on new equipment during the 
| year. 

Also on the near-horizon is the 
expected impact of Zenith’s Phone- 
vision, pay-as-you-view tele, which 
is skedded for experimental test- 








,ing pending approval by FCC in| 


mid-January hearings. 
Although tele holds the spotlight, 
the battery in the spotlight is ra- 


dio, which, with the exception of | 


WBKB, is footing the heavy TV 
expenditures. Radiowise, Chicago 
| Suffered some major losses in web 
| billing, which was partly offset by 
some new accounts. On the debit 
side were the cancellations of 


“Captain Midnight,” with two half-. 
) here effective Jan. 2, hours weekly on Mutual; “Hint take one’s eyes off the road and 


Hunt,” Mon.-Fri, quarter hours on 


ABC; and “Meet the Meeks” be- 
ling dropped from NBC.- On the 


Bid For TV Eminones 


== Continued from page 23 


one producer bluntly ex-. 





credit side, Mutual added another 
half hour to the weekly “Man on 
the Farm;” and the “National Barn 
Dence” returned to the network 
with an ABC slot. ABC also added 
Lawrence Welk’s half hour on Sun- 
days. 

_WCFL and WGN went post-mid- 
night, bucking WIND’s 24-hour op- 
eration. WAAF, former daytimer, 
goes full time next month with 
expanded coverage. If clear-chan- 
nel hearings are finally settled by 
the FCC, WJJD would like to get 
in full-time operation; it now 
shares time with a Salt Lake City 
outlet. 

Surprisingly enough, billing for 
the network radio emanating from 
Chi agencies and manufacturers 
remains high. About 32° of all 
web biz comes from the Chi ter- 
ritory, with this total due to climb 
higher in the seller’s market. Local 
spot biz is already reaching new 
levels with the expanded evening 
operations. 

With well diversified heavy in- 
dustry here, a surge of radio and 
TV space buying is expected. Sur- 
vey of station reps show future 
prospects bright after a siow start 
this fall, with staunch spot sales 
in October and November. Meat 
and other food industries are 


swinging more emphasis on air- 
time in their 1950 budgets. 









Sarnoff 


———am Continued from page 23 


tronic system it will replace the 
three tubes now necessary to re- 
produce the three primary colors 
and will make conversion of a 
black-and-white receiver for recep- 
tion of color programs a relatively 
simple matter.” 


Sarnoff sounded a warnirfg to the 


film industry and radio which, be 
said, “are confronted with a new 
art created by science within their 
own fields.” Older media, he de- 
clared, must “meet the challenging 
newcomer and advance with it or 
take their places in memory as old- 
fashioned things that constituted 
entertainment not so long ago.” 
Looking ahead to 1950, he said 
“the thoughts of those who would 
advance must be on the future for 
modern science moves swiftly. To 





look back wistfully to the past is to 
lose sight of the vast new oppor- 
tunities ahead.” 
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parts humorous touch to 
= A A meg The 


hom 
the part, 
and comb 


might be advisable for the reveal- 
ing cameras. Closeups 

on his eyes should be avoid 
pearing with Mr. Whitney on shot 
seen was a double mixed quartet 
called the Grooms Corners choir, 
directed by Mrs. Philip Morse, of 
Ehora, N. Y. He stressed that they 
were not professionals, but it did 


reveal authenticity was carried too | technique was shown. Like Stevens, 


far when the well-trained Mrs. 
Morse audibly directed and, on one 
number, ordered a second start. 
They offered a well balanced pro- 
gram of unusual Christmas carols. 


Closeups of the group, who were 
spaced wide apart, came through 
better than medium shots. There 
appeared at times to be over- 
experimenting with the cameras. 

Simple program may provide a 
basis for development, even 
though modified, by those who 
think religious telecasting should 
not be merely or chiefly a pickup 
of services—a moot point. Jaco. 





WGY PROMOTION 

With Howard Tupper, Charles 
John Stevens, Earle Pudney, 
Martha Brooks, Vern Cook 

15 Mins., Tues. (20), 7:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 


WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Radio profits being used to sub- 
sidize television operation, it is 
only fair that video be employed 
to promote broadcasting. This 
probably was the thought behind 


General Electric’s presentation on 
WRGB of a telecast plugging three 
early-morning WGY programs — 
both stations are GE-owned. Idea 
had not been tried here on such 
a scale before, but seems to hold 
possibilities. 


Howard Tupper, who broadcasts 
mornings and telecasts evenings, 
emceed the pitch. Stress was laid 
by him in announcements and 
through a sign on WGY’s dialing 
location. Each of the acts had a 
background sign. Tupper turned 
back a clock to indicate air time. 
First show televised in capsule 
was Stevens’ “The Chanticleer,” 
which wakes up rural-small town 
dialers at 6:15 a.m. His is a com- 

















Courtesy of M-G-M 
‘THE GREAT RUPERT’ 
For George Pal Prods. 


TUE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, 9:30 E.8.T., NBC 
Mgt.: L 
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bination of cracker-barrel philos- 
poems. 


ophy, jokes and 
Earle Pudney’s song and piano 
turn came thro very well. He 


has done p cally the same 
routine on video; accordingly, 
there was neither newness nor 
strangeness. The Martha Brooks- 
Vern Cook act was the most re- 
vealing: she created two comedy 
characters, with a _ snatch of 
costume, and he did one, with 
mustache and hat. Door-knocking 





| the pair read script. 


WINS 
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Jaco. 











‘to multilingual stations, document 
adds, Pope has demonstrated “with 
great particularity” need for such 
facilities. 


Pope asserted the Committee has | 


‘offered no new facts to indicate it 
is interested “in anything other 
\than having the Commission guar- 
antee to its members their present 
jobs.” Nor has it “even remotely” 
| suggested through factual data that 
sale of WINS to Pope would »e 
against the public interest. 

Employees protest deserves no 
further consideration, brief 
cluded. 


Meanwhile, counsel for WINS, 
last week asked the FCC to post- 
pone for 30 days hearings sched- 
uled for Jan. 5 on the station’s re- 
quest for more time to carry out 
its 50 kw permit. Petition, filed by 
Pierson and Ball, said that since 
FCC ordered a hearing on the re- 
quest a month ago, station engi- 
neers have made “certain definite 
progress” in fulfilling terms of the 
permit, 


| Counsel sai ‘ will soon sub- 
mit a progre: xt and request 
that the Commission reconsider its 
hearing order and grant the exten- 
sion withoft hearing. 


eR, am 


Announcers 


| Continued from page 19 


$10,000 a week bracket with his 
“Truth or Consequences’’-“This Is 
Your Life” brace of commercial 
airers. Husing is a $125,000-a-year 
disk jockey. NBC’s longtime an- 
nouncer, Ben Grauer, has _ incor- 
porated the “old school” showman- 
ship into all spheres of program- 
/ming. 

Chief complaint today is that 
the announcer’s role has become 
too regimented, that he’s stifiled in 
a job that’s become red-taped and 
highly specialized, whereas 10 and 
(‘15 years ago the average an- 
/mouncer enjoyed a flexibility of 
movement that permitted him to 
| Play around all facets of program- 
ming. 
| Particularly deplored is the fact 
that the old training ground for 
‘development of potential comics is 

















‘matter, since the same specializa- 
tion standards carry over into the 
new medium) will have to look 
elsewhere for its new crop of per- 
, sonalities. 


Burrows 


————— Continued from page 19 


| guys trying to make an honest 
buck; the kind of job he'd be re- 
quired to do would amount to ridi- 
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That's Fair! 
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FRANK EDWARDS 


Starting January 2 
Coast to Coast 
Mutual Network 

10 P.M., EST 


Sponsored by 
AMERICAN 
TION OF LABOR 


culing them. He'd rather steer 
c of the whole thing. 


The “Burrows Almanac” 
hour weekly video show was au- 
'ditioned last week and the web ap- 
‘parently is happy with the results. 
‘In addition, Burrows, along with 
Lyman Bryson and critic Virginia 
| Peterson, will panel a radio show, 
“We Take Your Word,” with Bon 
| Hollenbeck as emcee. Show will 
kick around various phases of the 
| English language. 





Pittsburgh — Although they've 
_been standard equipment in other 
key spots for a long time, Pitts- 
/burgh will get its first luncheon- 
type radio show this week when 
/Monte Carlo goes on the air 
‘ever WPGH. Halfhour, labeled 
| “Luncheon at the Monte Carlo,’ 
will consist of the usual chitchat, 
and guest- 


audience participation an 
_ celebrity interviews, with Paul 
| Richardson at the mike. Program 
is to be aired five afternoons 
‘weekly from 1 to 1:30. 








Washington, Dec. 27. 

FM stations in New York are 
in agreement with others 
throughout the country that 
longer hours should not be 
required by the FCC. Here's 
what some of them told the 
Commission last week: 

Ira Hirschmann, head of 
WABF (FM): Television, the 
color issue and desire of AM 
to maintain profits have led to 
an unsettled condition in 
broadcasting. Longer hours 
would “add only fuel to the 





/gone; that radio (and TV for that | 










half- | 


fire.” A few stations, includ- 
ing WABF, are beginning to 
see some light. “This is no 
time to blot out this light.” 

Station lost over $600,000 from 

| 1940 through 1948. 
Marcus Loew Booking 
| Agency, operating WMGM- 
FM, New York, and KMGM, 
Los Angeles: Has sunk $500.- 
000 in the two stations and 
faces a $75,000 loss in 1950. 
Would not mind an additional 
$22,500 annual expense if it 
could be _ justified. Public 
apathy toward FM, the manner 
in which it has been bypassed 
by video, failure of manufac- 
turers to promote FM, and in- 
ability of the mediura to prove 
its superiority to AM. lead 
Loew to believe the additional 
expense would not be worth 
while. 

International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers Union, operat- 
ing WFDR, New York, and 
other FM stations in L.A. and 
Chattanooga: Proposal would 
have a “disastrous” result and 
inflict “severe financial hard- 
Ship” on the exclusive FM 
operator. 





would reverse the process. 











FCC-FM 








specting AM-FM affiliates and FM 
set promotion by manufacturers. 

Westinghouse, which started an 
FM station 10 years ago, told the 
commission its proposal “cannot 
strengthen the strong but will de- 
stroy the weak.” Company said 
one of its stations duplicates in full 
the schedule of its AM affiliate 
while another adheres to the six- 
hour minimum. The _ individual 
station should determine the sched- 
ule in accordance with iocal re- 
quirements, it urged. 

ABC said the broadcasters should 
not be blamed for the slow growth 
of FM. The service was oversold 
in the beginning, it felt, and the 
sets haven't measured up to pub- 
lic expeciation. “Another dif- 
ficulty,” it added, “is that even 
with equally good or improved re- 
ception, the listener receives sub- 
stantially the same end product, 
namely, an audio program of one 
type or another.” 


| The web said it was not opposed 
to longer hours because of “self 
interest.” 
serted, it has everything to gain 
from the development of FM. But 
the service, it urged, should be al- 
lowed to grow “normally and 
naturally.” 

National Assn. of Broadcasters 
told the Commission longer hours 
would not help FM if “any sig- 
nificant number” of broadcasters 
are forced out of business. A num- 
ber of other petitions echoed this 
objection. NAB suggested that if 
the proposal is adopted, exceptions 
be permitted in hardship cases. 
| A rare broadcaster in Green- 
ville, S. C. (WESC), favored the 
proposal in the belief it would pro- 
mote the sale of sets. One-third 
of the homes in Greenville have 
FM, but if FM stations operated 
full time the proportion would be 
jhigher, he thought. 

Announcement last week that 
WMCA, N. Y., will drop its fre- 
quency modulation adjunct Friday 
(30) points up the FM-ers’ di- 
‘lemma. As long as programs on 
AM stations are merely duplicated 
on FM, the public shies away from 
buying FM receivers. And as long 
as circulation is small, there's 
little commercial potential in orig- 
inal FM programming or in dupli- 
cated skeds. 

WMCA's move, the first demise 
of a Gotham FM outlet, is part of 
general manager Norman Boggs’ 
streamlining of the Nathan Straus- 
owned indie. “Operating FM at 
WMCA,” Boggs said, “is like hav- 
ing a champagne taste with a beer 
pocketbook. Our major problem 
is reduction of costs and even the 
stuanchest supporters of FM admit 
that profitable FM broadcasting is 
far in the distant future.” He 
estimated that the decision will 
save around $25,000 a year. 
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On the contrary, it as- | 








Coy Blueprint 





neuroses and would, I am sure, be | 
advised by their psychiatrist to 
make a change. 
Urges District Clinics 
During 1950 I think it would be 
a fine thing for broadcasting if 
those broadcasters who have been 
holding meetings to learn how lit- 
tle they can serve the public in- 
terest and still hold their licenses 
Why | 
not a series of industry district | 
clinics to trade ideas on how better | 
ta serve the public interest? 
The unpretentious-looking FCC | 
license that hangs on the wail of | 
the broadcaster’s station is a sym- | 
bol of the faith that his govern- 
ment has put in him that he will 
operate that station not merely for 
private gain but also for the bet-| 
terment of his community, his | 
state and his nation. 
Those broadcasters who yearn | 
for the day when they can have} 
their cake and eat it too, for lr | 
| 





day when they can exploit their 
monopoly to the hilt without pay-| 
ing the public reasonable divi- | 

' 











Richards 
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this publicly-owned medium as a 
means of truthful communication.” | 

Briezi declared the Commission 
has the responsibility of requiring 
broadcasters to operate in the pub- 
lic interest; that it has the power 
to investigate program policy, and 
that censorship is not involved in 
determining whether a broadcast 
licensee has been unfair or untrust- 
worthy. 

Referring to evidence before the 
Commission on Richards news 
policies, petition stated: “It would 
be difficult to conceive of a practice 
more demonstrative of lack of a 
sense of public responsibility than 
a policy of misinforming and mis- 
leading radio listeners with regard 
to public affairs.” 


If Richards’ argument that the 
FCC can be concerned only with 
financial and technical qualifica- 
tions of a broadcaster were to pre- 
vail, brief said, the agency would 
be powerless “to correct the per- 
sistent broadcasting of quackery or 
gibberish.” Worse yet, it added, 
“if Goebbels were to come to life 
and apply for a license, the Com- 
mission would be barred from ex- 
amining his previous record as a 
broadcaster and from denying him 
a license because of his open ad- 
herence to the policy of ‘The Big 
Lie,’ his practice of suppressing op- 
position, views and his inability to 
serve the public interest. An Amer- 
ican Goebbels would have the same 
immunity.” 

On the contrary, brief concluded, 
the laws provide that broadcasters 
“who consistently falsify and dis-| 
tort news and who lack trust worthi- 
ness and a sense of public respon- 
sibility cannnot be trusted with a 
public medium of communication.” 


Stations Can Nix 
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This freedom, it added, “is not, 
of course, an absolute and unfet- 
tered one. The exercise of the 
right is subject to review by the 
FCC.” 

Answering the  Universalists’ 
complaint that constitutional free- 
dom of speech and religion had 
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For B’casters 


dends in the way of public service 
are living in a dream world. 

The advice of those concerned 
with setting up our present 
of licensing in “the public interest, 
convenience and necessity” is just 
as valid today as when it was first 
uttered and deserves repeating. 


Herbert Hoover, as Secretary of 
Commerce, testified before the 
House Committee in its hearing on 
the Radic Act as foilows: 


“The question of monopoly 
in radio communication must 
be squarely met. It is incon- 
ceivable that the American 
people will allow this new- 
born system of communication 
to fall exclusively into the 
power of any individual, group 
or combination. 

“Radio communication is 
not to be considered as mere- 
ly a business carried on for 
private gain, for private ad- 
vertisement, or for entertain- 
ment of the curious.” 
Ex-Senator Wallace 
declared— 

“The right of the public to 
service is superior to the right 
of any individual to use the 
ether If enacted into law, 
the broadcasting privilege will 
not be a right of selfishness. 
It will rest upon an assurance 
of public interest to be 
served.” 

I have recently had the pleasure 
of meeting with several groups of 
college students studying the so- 
cial implications of radio broad- 
casting. Frankly, I was surprised 
at how much a lot of those stu- 
dents know about broadcasting 
problems and how much serious 
thinking they have done about the 
stake of the public in broadcasting. 
I am sorry that some certain 
broadcasters and industry leaders 
I know could not have been with 
me. It’s a stimulating experience 
and I recommend it. 


I believe it is worthwhile for 
broadcasters as well as for us 
members of the FCC to recognize 
that there is an increasing aware- 
ness on the part of the public of 
the responsibilities of the licensees 
under our system of radio. To 
ignore that trend is to invite the 
fate that usually befalls those who 
ignore handwriting on the wall. 


White 











“ARCHIE ANDREWS” 


SCRIPT #237 
By Carl Jampel 


CAST 4 
Archie .......Bob Hastings 
Jughead .....Harlan Stone 
Mom .......Alice Yourman 
Dad ..............Art Kohl 
Veronica......Gloria Mann 
Betty.......Rosemary Rice 


Director...Ken MacGregor 
Announcer..... Dick Dudley 


Organist ...George Wright 


* 


NBC, Saturday, 12:30 P.M. 





been violated, Judge Ford said: 








“The (first) amendment limits. 
only the action of Congress or of | 
agencies of the federal govern- 
ment and not private corporations | 
such as the defendant here.” 


Balto Stations 


—m=as Continued from page 21 
red with spots, and WSID, with a 


sister station in Washington, net- { 


ted up with it. Slanted to the Negro 
audience, it thus saved the year. 


WMAR-TV and WBAL-TV are 
still in the red, and WBAL, though 
with a bouget of new 1950 contracts 
in the top drawer, is carrying TV 
like a sea-anchor. Nut on the TV 
stations, including WAAM-TV,) 
which has no AM or FM, averages 
$7,000 a week each. WAAM is 





close to the money-making line, 
and recently claimed it had 
crossed it. 
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Hotel New Yorker 
Kay Kyser's TY Show, NBC 


RCA-Victor Bluebird 
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Wednesday, December 28, 1949 








\Jocks, 


Billy Eckstine—“Sitting By the 
Window”-“Lost in a Dream’, 
(M-G-M). Two excellent ballads 
of the type Eckstine hasn't done’ 
often. Either or both are odds-on 
to hit the high slots on jocks and 
jukes. Eckstine gives “Window 
a syrupy once-over, smartly backed 
by fine production in the Quar- 





tones voices and Russ Case’s 
orchestra. Reverse, also a swell 
new pop, gets identical treatment, 

Danny Kaye—“Love Me Or 
Leave Me” - “Happy Times” 
(Decea). Kaye's a different man 
on these two disks. There's no 


question that his “Love Me” is a 
hit potential, but the disk sets up 
a lot of curious angles. For the 
first time, the comic sings straight, 
turning out a ballad version of the 
standard that’s excellently done 
and smartly staged, with the Lee 
Gordon singers and Vie Schoen’s 
orchestra. Here’s the rub, how- 


ever: Kaye doesn’t sound like 
Kaye. Jocks can have a lot of fun 
daring listeners to identify the 
singer. Comedian turns a neat 
inelody and the standard side 
sells. Backing is a similar ap- 


proach to a pop. It’s good and 


could move itself. 
Ray Anthony Orch—‘Sitting By 


the Window’-“Dixie” (Capitol). 
Anthony, one of the best of the 
new, young bands. did very wel! 
with “Dreamer’s Holiday.” and 


Cap fed him another potential in 


“Window.” He does extremely 
well with it, too, fashioning a 
smoothly selling arrangement, 
smartly surrounding Dick Noel’s 
vocal with the Skyliners. Good 
jock side. Flipover brings up a 
dancebeat instrumental tailoring. 
It's fair. 

Tony Martin-Fran Warren—‘“! 
Said My Pajamas’-“Have I Told 


You Lately That I Love You”— 
(Victor). Either side has a good. 
chance. Duo worked out a very 
cute and attractive cut of the nov- 
elty, “Pajamas,” one of those 
things that are either big-hits or 
big-bombs. However, because of 
the smart performance Martin- 
Warren give it, it figures to get 
beaucoup performances before 
proving one or the other. Re- 
verse, a likely hillbilly pop, is 
smartly shaped harmony _ that 
rivals the Bing Crosby-Andrews 
(Decca) disk. Henri Reni accomps. 

Jerry Gray Orch.—‘“Sitting By 
the Window” - “Just For Old 
Times” (Decca). Decca is also 
pushing the idea of doing some- 
thing about the band business, | 
which owes its condition greatly to 
the lack of record showcasting. | 
Jerry Gray's orch was signed with 
that in mind. These are two good 
Sides sy he radio maestro aad his | 
band. “Window,” although topped | 
by rival, better-name platters, is in | 
itself a click recording, the ar-— 
rangement tinged with the late. 
Glenn Miller’s ideas and a smooth 
vocal by Tommy Traynor. Same 
can be said for the reverse, also 
vocalled by Traynor. | 


Platter Pointers 
George Shearing turns out the | 
most consistently tasteful jazz ree- | 
ords in the modern manner: his 


current, new M-G-M sides, “The | 
Continental” and “Nothing But D. | 
Best,” are typical Guy Lom- 


bardo’s Decca cut of “The Third 
Man Theme” is an excellent re- 
production of the film’s music, 
using guitar instead of zither: it’s 
backed by a smoothly satisfying 
“Cafe Mozart Waltz,” both of which 
will receive frequent jock atten- 
tion . . “Home Town Band” got 
ood performances from both 
reddy Martin (Victor) and Russ 
Morgan (Decca) One of late 
Buddy Clark’s last duets, wth 
Dinah Shore, is a smartly work- 
ed cutting of the novelty, 
“Nobody's Home at My House” 
(Columbia), and it figures to 
be a comfortable jock piece... 
Cass Daley vaired by Decca with | 
Buz Butler on a Kistenable slice 
of “We Get Along So Good To-| 
ether” .. . Johnny Long, currently 
uilding popularity with “We'll | 
Build a Bugalow.” has another | 
good choral side in the novelty. | 





All the Way Choo Chco” (King) | 
... Helen Forrest’s best in a 
Jong time, “It Was So Good) 
While It Lasted,” a good tune 


- . . Sherman Hayes orch has 
a chance to do a sleeper - trick 
with the old-fashioned “Blue (And | 
Brokenhearted”) (London).. Dizzy | 
Gillespie’s initial Capital release | 
isn't exactly: “pure” music; it’s | 
titled “You Stole My Wife, You 
Horse Thief” . Jocks will find Sy. 
Oliver's “We'll Build a Bongalow” 
a solid slice of the rising tune, in 
dance beat and vocal chorus 
(Decca). Arthur Pryseck, vocal-' 
ist with Buddy Johnson’s orches- 


Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 








turned up an unusually. good two- 
sided version of “Because,” de- 
signed, of course, to show off 
Prysock’s vocalistics (Decca). 





Standout western, race, hillbilly, 
jazz, polka, etc.: Paula Watson, “I 
Want a Short, Squat, Big-Fat| 
Papa” (Decca).. Red Foley, “Chat- | 
tanooga Shoe Shine Boy” (Decca) | 

Spade Cooley, “Foolish Tears”- 
“Send 10 Pretty Flowers” (Victor) 

Rey Rogers, “Mommy Can I 
Take My Doll to Heaven” (Victor) | 

Ray Smith, “Snowdeer’-“Roll 
Along Kentucky Moon” (Columbia) 

Red Foley, “Have I told You 
Lately That I Love You” (Decca) 
Denver Darling, “Make Up Your 
Mind to Make Up With Me” 
(M-G-M) Paul Bascom, “What 
Did Sam Say” (London)... Grant 
Jones, “They Call Me Mr. Blues” 
(Deccaa). 


Album Reviews 


“Dixie by Dorsey,” Jimmy Dor- 
sey Orch (Columbia, C-196). 
Jimmy Dorsey has a great chance 
to wind up with a reputation as a 
Dixieland combo leader, what with 
his “Charlie My Boy” and “John- 
son Rag” singles, and now this 
album, a set of eight colorfully and 
solidly played instrumentals. He 
uses “Jazz Me Blues,” “Panama,” 
“Tin Roof Blues,” “High Society 
Blues,” “Struttin’ With Some Bar- 
becue,” “Chimes Blues,” “Muskat 
Ramble” and “South Rampart 
Street Parade,” some better known 
than others. It’s all great stuff in 
a jazz form that will still be popular 
in a way when bop and whatever 
succeeds or grows out of that style 
passes into limbo. 

Dixieland is popular with many 
pazz musicians because it provides 
a lot of room for improvisation (‘as 
well as sloppy playing). But it’s 
popular with jazz followers because 
it is lively, driving, often humor- 
ous music that is exciting. All that 
is captured by Dorsey and the 
small group from within his big 
band who made these disks. They 
are excellent sides which have 
every chance to beceme the best 
things Dorsey has done in years. 
They're different than any band 
music being cut today and can be- 
come part of a pattern of the re- 
awakening of the band business. 
Jocks will find them to their taste. 





Phil Lang orchestrated the Mor- 
ton Gould score to the Theatre 
Guild’s “Arms and the Girl,” which 
opens tomorrow (Thurs.) at the 
Forrest theatre, Philly. 
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| Wow” 





LORRY RAINE 


Latest: “Moon Over Stromboli” 
(Raymond Scott, conductor) 
“| . Sings awfully pretty,” says 
nightly “Pow 
Detroit's 


Bill Silbert, whose 
is WXYZ'd from 
Wonder Bar. 

“  , , Warm and personal tones 
lots of charm,” postcards 
famous favorite, Ray 


and 
Denver's 
Perkins. 
” . Great!” via Dick Gilbert, 
Phoenix. 
TIM GAYLE 
(Publicity -Management) 

Park Sheraton Hotel, New York 








Inside Orchestras—Must 

There are those who speak in slurring accents of radio’s singing com- 
mercials. But not the Sportsmen, quartet now at the Cocoanut Grove, 
Los Angeles. They've just formed a corporation bulwarked on their 
jingle business. Boys Marty Sperzel, Gurney Bell, Bill Days and Bob 
Stevens, have a staff of six to carry on their activities under the name 
of Sportsmen Enterprises. After their Grove date, now in the second 
of four weeks, the vocalists are arranging a series of vaude-nightclub 
engagements, all within close distance of Hollywood's broadcasting 
studios, where they hum the LSMFT commercials for Jack Benny's 
show and also appear frequently with Phil Harris-Alice Faye, “Life of 
Riley.” “My Friend Irma” and Judy Canova. Quartet also sings for 
Capitol Records and does vocal scoring for independent pictures. 








New York music and record circles are getting a huge kick out of the 
Xmas present to Manie Sacks, Columbia Records’ pop artists and rep- 


ertoire head, by Abner Silver. Latter, a publisher-songwriter, made a 
a4. ~ 


recutding of a pasOdy ke wisic-to the iaciccy of “Pit ever See Magris. — 


Alone.” inserting “Mame” for “Maggie.” Disk* was made at CRC’s 
N. Y. studios, with Sylvia Ring, Sacks’ secretary, taking part. 

Silver had written the thing as a gag, afterward showing it to Joe 
Higgins, Sacks’ assistant. Higgins arranged the cutting and later took 
a copy of the disk into Sacks’ office and explained that he had another 
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,” and that the tune could be had as 
an “exclusive.” Sacks got a big boot out of it, and now most of the 
music business in N. Y. have copies of the disk. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
| Emil Coleman*.... Waldorf (400; $2) ......... 1 2,100 2,100 
| Guy Lombardo.... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ..... 13. 2,225 31,625 
Ray McKinley..... Statler (450; $1.50-$2) a 1,350 1,350 


Don McGrane*.... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).. 13 900 14,500 





ANDREWS TRIO SETTLES 


SUIT WITH CENTURY. 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Lawsuit filed recently against 
Century Artists agency by the An- 
drews Sisters and their manager, 
Lou Levy, has been settled out of 
court. 


Century had countered the suit 


with a claim that it had not re- | 


ceived its 10% commission for past 
12 weeks on the Campbell Soup 
radio show, for which the sister 
trio receives $5,500 weekly. Settle- 
ment was reached when Levy paid 


the past commissions and Andrews | 
Sisters were freed from their pact | 


with Century. 


Goday’s BMI Pact 


Happy Goday, who recently left 
Leeds Music to go into business on 
his own, has completed terms of a 
deal with Broadcast Music. His 
Gocay Music will become a BMI 
affiliate after the first of the year, 
when papers are signed. 

Goday returned to Hollywood 
from New York last week. 








10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines .¥** 2.24 


|. Tommy Carlyn (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


* New Yorker has “Salute to Cole Porter” show. Waldorf, Margaret 


Phelan, Liberace. 





Chicago 
Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Ice Show and Masters feeling brunt of lull; 2,800 covers. 
George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Holiday 
show for kids and families kept take at sweet 3,300 covers. 
Bill Snyder ‘College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). “College Inna 
Show” down to 1,800 covers. 


Los Angeles 
Skitch Henderson (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With the Sportsmen, 
Kings and their Ladies. Second week, 2,400 covers. 
Phil Ohman (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Lower 600 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 








Weak 5.000 admissions. — 
Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Private parties 
'and Ted Lewis, who succeeded Martin & Lewis Friday (23), sock 4,500 


. | tabs. 


Teddy Phillips (Aragon: $1-$1.15 adm.). Down to 5,000 admissions. 
Freddie Nagel (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.-80c cover). Xmas parties 
hiked to 1,600 admissions. 





(Los Angeles) 
Harry Owens-Leighton Noble (Aragon. Santa Monica). Sixteenth 
weekend for Owens: sixth week for Noble; off to 4,700 admissions. 
Harry James (Palladium B., Hollywood). Fifth week; down to 7,900 


STEVENS MUSIC CO. 
MAY BE ACTIVATED 


- 

















I CAN DREAM CAN’T I (15) (Chappell)... .................. Andrews Sisters........ Decca Stevens Music, Broadcast Music 
Perry Como ere ll affiliate, which has been out of ac- 
2. DREAMER’S HOLIDAY (6) (Shapiro-B).................+.. 1 Wilson Jenking Decca} tion for a couple of years, may be 
” revived next month. If it is, the 
3. MULE TRAIN (8) (Disney) ._....... woreipasesseeeeess EERE T seres MereurY ~ catalog will be cun by Milt Stavin. 
Whitne-Wakel ae itol Stevens originally was a partner- 
4. SLIPPIN’ AROUND (6) (Peer-Int.) ..... peceeeuesnsdesce wall E ~~ et Tubd B -oooeeses Dee Oo! ¢ ship arrangement between maestro 
(Ernest Tubd ........... eece % Charlie Spivak and music man 
5. THERE’S NO TOMORROW (5) (Paxton) ................... {Tony Martin ........... Vietor » Jack Osfeld, with BMI matching 
{Alan Dale .......... Harmony 2) coin Spivak put up. Best tune de- 
6. RUDOLPH RED-NOSED REINDEER (2) (St. Nicholas) ..... Gene Autry .......... Columbia 4, veloped by Stevens, “There — 
; Be a Way,” was sold to Laurel Mu- 
7. DEAR HEARTS, GENTLE PEOPLE (3) (Morris)............. | Dien Boe "Gop Pecea sic when that firm came into exist- 
> P ° ence. 
8. OLD MASTER PAINTER (4) (Robbias) ................... Loe ——— > 
9. DON’T CRY JOE (10) (Harms) {Gordon Jenkins ...... Decca Decca Distrib. Opens . 
‘eeeese eee ee eee eeeeeneeee (Frank Sinatra Pa . Columbia | Balto B ch Office 
10. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (17) (Robbins) .................. \ Frankie Laine ...... Mercury {| Baltimore, Dec. 27. 
{Vaughn Monroe..... Victor }| Kaufman-Washington Co., Wash- 
ington, D. C., distributor of Decca 
Second Group ‘Records, is opening a branch office 
|here. Deal with Decca by which 
p /K-w took over the distribution of 
I WANNA GO HOME (Paxton) ._......... Pivedhdwesss cinsée {Perry Como ....... Victor 2! Decca in D. C., called for the dis- 
| Gordon Jenkins ceoceeees Decca 'trib to open in Baltimore also. 
SHE WORE YELLOW RIBBON (Regent) ...................... § Andrews-Morgan bbe Decca | Until now, Decca owned and op- 
LE. Miller . Rainbow 4 erated its own distributing point in 
GOT LOVELY BUNCH COCOANUTS (Cornell) ..... pheno oetiete tree” pa vende dit Victor | the K-W took over that opera- 
Terre. tf? . o London » 
I NEVER SEE MAGGIE ALONE (11) (Bourne). ................. Kenny Roberts........ Coral | 
JOHNSON RAG (Robbins) ss «j...... {Jack Teter ........:. tondon ¢ CRC Fetes Beecham 
iv 9.” tiled <dndsS Wi bedacelbitieec te ee Bae ten oaaeien 
WHISPERING HOPE (Hanover) ................ Svceeeden ce : Stafford-MacRae ....... Capitol ‘der a catiinel “ Si ieues 
ee ae ED 5 5... nocd eeccveedbudbsbos cece’ Vie Damone_ .........Mercury ~ | Beecham, British symphony con- 
WAY BACK HOME (BVC) 3.06 Shs Ua Rhee baedenees . Crosby-Waring ......... Decca 4 ductor, today (Wed.) at its New 
I'LL NEVER SLIP AROUND AGAIN (Peer-Int.) ................ Whiting-Wakely Cutt Sine ee > ene 
SATURD , or the purpose of announcing Sir 
RDAY NIGHT FISH FRY (Preview) ..................00. Louis Jordan .......... Decca Thomas’ signing with the CRC 
SE Cs eed Le. ieee eh ee nes eee, a re eetes ‘ane —— ks division. . 
! ei in carthi Conductor has been with RCA 
ROOM FULL OF ROSES (23) (Hill & Range). ...........6.00006. (ny. Sue .-.->..... Bae SL aes anaes ooh 
CHARLIE MY BOY (Bourne) - ss wr 1 Jimeney en iS eee 
Dorsey ....... i ‘ 
YOU'RE B - | 
REAKING MY HEART (20) (Algonquin) ............ ted Damone sees Mercury J | Martin at Palladium 
YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (12) (Barron-Pemora).......... ) Evelyn Knight ..... Decca Holl:-woud, Dec. 27. 
(Blue Barron M-G-M Freddy Martin's orch opens to- 


{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


night (27) at the Palladium after a 
stand at the Shamrock hotel, 


tra, a jazz combo most of the time, PEEP OSESEEEEESSSSSSESESESESESOSEESSOS FEFESEOEOO600755660656466¢0666¢¢60608 Houston. 
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DISKERS SLUFFING 


Countless Recording Performances 


On Air Tend to Throttle New Talent 


Pop recordings, which for years 
have been known as virtually the 
iv geenue to popularity for new 
singers and orchestras, have pulled 
a frankenstein. Today, the count- 
less number of daily record per- 
formances on the air has a distinct 
throttling effect on new talent. 
Wax manufacturers have become 
increasingly aware that, because of 
conditions existing within and 
without the industry, it has become 
a tough task to keep even already 
established artists on top, and a 
monumental one to push fresh 
names into the disk limelight. It’s 
caused by no individual fault; 
rather it’s because of a series of 
road blocks that have been set up 
by the progress of the disk busi- 
ness since the end of the war. 
Primarily, the condition is 
caused by so much music on the 
air. In the event a new artist 
does manage to break through the 
flood of material by widely known 
names constantly being used by 
disk jockeys, the chances are the 
break-through will be compara- 
tively brief. As soon as hundreds 
of jockeys have killed it off 
through hourly repetition, the tide 
of disks by names that have been 
established for years flows back 
and covers that new name as 
though the hit had never happened. 
And the name is quickly forgotten 
by a public surfeited with music 
minute after minute—unless the 
embryo artist has something spe- 
cial in luck or ability, enabling 
him to continue to push out rit 
recordings long enough to impress 
a name on the music public’s mind. 
In recent years this has hap- 
pened to a good many artists. For 
example, the Harmonicats, who 
rode the crest with “Peg O” My 
Heart” several years ago: Jon and 
Sondra Steele, who made “My Hap- 
piness” last year. Neither group 
has had a hit since and there are 
many others who have been in the 
same boat in the recent past. There 
also are a good many fairly well) 
established names who have gone | 





without hits for a long time, a 


it's reflected in their b.o. power. 
Retailers Blamed 
Some record company sales 


execs say that retail disk-deaiers | 
contribute to the inability to make 
artists. Whether they are. 


new 
right is a moot point. It’s claimed 
that dealers today stock only those 
recordings that have gotten pub- 
lic reaction throvzh pre-release 
disk jockey reaction, that a great 
many sales of recerdings by new 
(and established) artists are being 
lost because dealers do not carry 
full lines of merchandise. It’s as- 
serted that as a rule disk jockeys 
give every new record released 
(major labels, at least) a minimum 
of one or two spins to test them on 
listeners. But when a record-buy- 


er steps into a retail store to buy | 
a platter heard on the air, it’s not. 


always available because few 
dealers today stock a minimum of 


one disk released by each major. 


company. Sales execs say that 
such a sale lost is rarely recovered. 
And if the sale lost is a disk by 


a new artist, that situation helps 
stymie the latter because, even if. 


the particular record sought id 

not become a hit, the new artist's 

name would have been impreg- 
(Continued on page 35) 


‘DRUNK WITH LOVE’ 
NIXED BY NETWORKS 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

“I'm Drunk With Love” has been 
banned by all three networks now, 
with ABC being the last ‘last 
week) to rule off the song. None 
of the nixes springs from obscen- 
ity. In the one recording made by 
London Records, Joyce Bryant, 
singer, repeats the words “I'm 
drunk” and then pauses for a long 





time before delivering the tag, 


“with love,” 


Only public performance of the: 


disk has been on Don Otis’ KLAC 
jockey program. Ira Cook, KECA 
disk jock, last Friday (23) skedded 
it for his show. An ABC executive 


spun the platter first, however. 


and ruled it out. 





John Firman 


Managing Director of the old es- 
tablished British Music Publishing 
House of B. Feldman & Co., Led., 


observes that 


British Music Biz 
Follows Yank Pattern 


* * . 


on interesting editoriat feature in 
the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 
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‘AA Songwriters 

Top-bracket (AA) writers in 
the American Society of Compos- 
ers, Authors and Publishers drew 
approximately $17,200 each as their 
share of the ASCAP revenue of 
1949. 


from last year and a considerable 
reduction from the peak figure of 


almost $20,000 earned by the high- , 
Final | 


est category two years age. 
quarter distribution came to $4,400 
a man. 

ASCAP’s estimated distributable 
revenue (final quarter figures are 
always estimated as closely as pos- 
sible since the Society mails checks 
before Xmas) for ‘49 was pegged 
at $7,500,000. This was split among 
over 2,000 writers and 340 pub- 
lishers. 


FREE AUDITION DISKS 
STOPPED BY LOCAL 47 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
Local 47, American Federation 





‘of Musicians, has clamped down 


on the making of audition platters 
for free other than for the selling 
of a live radio program. 

Such platters being cut for 
agencies and songwriters are being 
stopped immediately. According 
to Phil Fischer, radio rep for 
Local 47, some of these platters 
are getting into the open market 
after being sold to indie record 
companies. 


COMPLAINT BY 
MAJOR PUBS 





Major music publisers, who for 
some time have been burning at 
top record label executives for giv- 
ing what they feel is too much at- 
tention to small publishers and 
doing business directly with song- 
writers, have a new complaint. 
Those that are tied up in various 


| ways with Hollywood film produc- 
| ing studios or have Broadway show 
| Scores to promote, feel that some 


of the diskers, in their anxiety to 
grab new songs from any quarter 
on an “exclusive” basis as a head 
start toward that hit, are too often 
bypassing melodies from films and 
stage musicals. 


While some of the recordmen 


jare not working teo closely with 


Figure represented a drop | 


| now 


‘them on Hollywood and Broadway- 
originated music, which irritates 
most, the publisers involved have 
another angle which they feel is 
just as important. They point out 
that over the years it has been the 
film and show score tunes that 
have more often achieved “stand- 
ard” rating. These songs may not 
be big hits at the time they are 
first published, but over a long 
period of time they continue to 
sell, both on records and in sheet 
music form. 


Pubs emphatically point out that 
this sort of sales action is the 
backbone of both the disk and 
music industries. 
of the annual business of any ma- 
jor disker who has been in busi- 
ness a reasonable length of time 
is accounted for by the standard 
items. And the pubs feel that if 
this basic approach is to be sluffed 
in favor of the search and 
marketing of nondescript pops 
with which they hope to steal a 


|march on rivals, then the music 


business can really head 
trouble. 


into 








Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Mule Train” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“A Dreamer’s Holiday” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Mule Train” 


Seller on Coin Machines 
“I Can Dream, Can’t I” 





Best British Seller 
“You're Breaking My Heart” 


A large portion | 
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“PIX, LEGIT? 


RCA Preps Marketing of Red Seal 
On LP, Others Adopting 45 RPM 





British Music Publisher 
Reg Connelly 


England’s Bullish 
Music Biz; Surprise 
Hits from Anywhere 


on interesting editorial feature in 
the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 





+ Long drawn-out market fight be- 
tween RCA-Victor’s 45 rpm re- 
cordings and Columbia Record’s 33 
Microgroove LP system appears to 
be well on its way toward dissolu- 
tion. Victor definitely will an- 


nounce the marketing of its Red 
Seal classical catalog on LP disks 
within a few weeks and at the same 
time it has interested at least two 
other companies in going along 
with it in the production of 45 
platters. 

Mercury Records, which has pro- 
duced LP platters almost from the 
start of Columbia’s system, ex- 
plains that it is “experimenting” 
with the possibility of adapting its 
current presses to the production 








Rudolph’ Noses 
- 1,700,000 By Xmas 


Gene Autry’s recording of “Ru- 
dolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” 
nosed past the 1,700,000 mark be- 
fore the Xmas holiday, in records 
shipped from Columbia's pressing 
plants. And Col execs are as- 
sured that the disk will easily sur- 
pass the 2,000,000 figure predicted 
for it several weeks ago, on the tre- 
mendous momentum gathered dur- 
ing the -pre-holiday period. 

Regardless of whether the plat- 
ter does hit 2,000,000, however. it 
is unquestionably the biggest sell- 
ing disk of 1949. Only a few re- 
cordings reached 1,000,000 during 
the year, and none came even close 
to Autry’s. 


DAMONE DEAL TO PLAY 
B’WAY CAP IN M-G TIE 


Vie Damone, currently at the 
Roxy theatre, New York, for the 
| first time, will play the rival Capi- 
- next time around. Damone 
signed a five-yvar contract with 
Metro for two films a year last 
}summer, and it calls for him to 
, work the Loew flagship when do- 
| ing N. Y. proposals. Roxy deal had 
|already been made when the film 
pact was written. 

Damone, who jumped into prom- 
“inence via his recordings, always 
played the Broadway Paramount 
in the past. 





OUT NEXT WEEK 
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of 45s, and that one of its en- 
gineers is at Victor's Indianapolis 
plant absorbing know-how. But, 
Mercury states, there is no cer- 
tainty that it will go into the field. 
London Records also has agreed 
with Victor on the production of 
45's and will issue 4 albums and 
10 singles on 45s this week. 

Apparently, one of the things 
that makes it diffcult for other 
companies to jcin RCA in the 45 
field is that Victor's facilities at 
the moment do not allow for the 
assumption of production for them, 
Virtually all the equipment avail- 
able is being taken up by its own 
needs and that of Capitol Records, 
the first to join Victor in 45 sales, 
Cap is doing some 45 pressing on 
the Coast, but Victor is still doing 
the majority. 

Victor has been exerting heavy 
pressure on all other companies to 
go into 45 coincidental with its en- 
try into the 33 rpm LP field. Answer 
to that is rather obvious; by mak- 
ing the switch to 33 there is always 
the danger that it would be con- 
strued as a signal of weakness in 
the 45 system. Too, the production 
of its vast catalog of Red Seal ma- 
terial, on 33 platters, must damage 
the 45 campaign, since a great deal 
of the latter's sales have been in 
the Red Seal division. This sale 
figures to be impaired somewhat 
by the availability of the Red Seal 
material on LP. 


Decca Records was one of those 
companies upon which RCA ex- 
erted heavy pressure to go 45, 
‘Company's execs steadfastly refuse, 
not because of any objection to the 
system, however. It's asserted that 
Decca will go 45 when and if 
there's a sufficient demand for the 
‘platters in relation to its current 
'78 rpm business. In any event, 
Decca would not produce much, if 
any, of its huge album catalog of 
45s, if it picked up the system. It 
has a great deal of that material 
available on 33 LP disks, since it 
went into that field last fall. 


Effect of RCA’s unannounced en- 
try into LP’s is reacting on re- 
tailers, incidentally. Macy’s, N. Y., 
began running ads Monday (26) 
morning in New York dailies 
heralding price reductions of from 
33'2% to 50% on classical albums. 
And virtually all the materia! listed 
are RCA-Victor products. 


PARODY USAGES 
+ PROBED BY SPA 


Songwriters Protective Assn. is 
conducting what is at the moment 
still a mild probe into the fre- 
quent use of radio, tele, etc., of 
parodies on their songs. Appar- 
ently there have been numerous 
occasions of late wherein permis- 
sion had not been granted either 
by the publisher or writer of a 
tune and, acting on complaints by 
its members, the org is checking 
into the general practice surround- 
ing the granting of such okays 
when they are given. 


| As a rule, anyone seeking to 
build a parody of any sort is legal- 
ly open to infringement if proper 
permission isn’t secured from 
copyright owners. It’s usually 
forthcoming if the intent of the 
parody isn’t harmful to the copy- 
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Smash bid for peak 1950 western sales! 






Dynamic rhythm! Dramatic effects! 
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STAMPEDE * 


RCA VICTOR 21-1054 (48-0161"*) 


















Watch it go! 


| ASK MY HEART 
And the flip's a 3/4 time powerhouse! 


WALTZING MY BLUES AWAY 


RCA VICTOR 21-0155 (48-0162") 





THIS WEEK'S RELEASE 


(Both 78 rpm and 45 rpm. Numbers marked * ore 45 rpm.) 














SPIKE JONES Itty-Bitty Polka wes — ve or Old Times Sake 21-0153 (48-0160") 
Wild Bill Hiccup 20-3620 (47-3126*) Pretty Girl Waltz 25-1145 (51-0045*) RHYTHM 
Fairy Tales THE FONTANE SISTERS COUNTRY AND WESTERN moore’ 
The Cinderella Work Song 20-362) (47-3127*) So Long “a mye 
; ls End Truck Driver's Boogie JM BOYD Driftin’ Blues 22-0059 (50-0043*) 
been s LUCKY MILLINDER Sweetheart of riawoii 21-0152 (48-0159*) 
I'll Never Be Free 20-3622 (47-3128") DEALERS! Are you ringing up those extra profits with RCA 
My Lily and My Rose SAMMY KAYE Victor's new Multi-Play Needle? Counter disploys, Co-op 
it Isn't Fair 20-3609 (47-3115*) mats, and national advertising add up to easy sales, 





The stars who make the hits 
. are on... 





ea eth 


RCA VICTOR D: VISION RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 





The “45” market is booming 
—with the world’s fastest, 
lowest-priced automatic changer! 


Over 50,000 of these changers moving every month... 
over 50,000 new record-sales opportunities every month! Plays thru any set! 


Cash in! Keep a FULL stock of RCA Victor “45's”! 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 
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Compiled for 
By JULIUS 


VARIETY SONG CAVALCAD 


r+++++++ ( Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) *+**44¢7 | 


VARIETY 


MATTFELD 


(Copyright. Voriety inc All Rights Reserved) 


Legends and other basic background 
end presentation, appeared in the Oct 


information, ottendont te the compilation 


6, 1948, issve when the Variety Song 


Cavalcade started publication serially t is suggested that these installments be 


clipped and filed for future reference. 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may 201 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


1942—Continued 


The theatre broke out in a rash 
of war plays, most of them not 
worth producing. Jonn Steinbeck’s 
“The Moon Is Down” created a 
storm of protest and derision be- 
cause of the gentle handling of 
many of its characters. The con- 
sensus was that they were “very old 


specimens” for an army that had 
overrun most of Europe. Also pre- 
sented in 1942 was “The Skin of 
Our Teeth” which won the Pulitzer 


prize. 
“This Is_ the 


Irving Berlin’s 
Army” opened at the Broadway 
with an all 


theatre on July 4th, 
military cast Berlin was wise 
enough to say, in effect, this is 
what they like, these are their 
jokes and songs without an obvious 
emotional approach. As a result, 
the public took it warmly to their 
hearts and created their own emo-~- 
tional reattion 

War and peace films shared hon- 
ors this year. In the first category, 


“Mrs. Miniver” was the first top- 
notch production, followed by 
“Wake Island,” “Joe Smith, Amer- 
ican,’ “A Journey for Margaret” 


and Noe! Coward's English produc- 
tion, “In Which We Serve.” In the 
second category, outstanding were 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner,” 
“Woman of the Year,” “Sullivan's 
Travels,” “Road to Morocco” -and 
“Pride of the Yankees,” topped by 
“Yankee Doodle” with Jimmy Cag- 
ney as the flag-waving George M. 
Cohan. 


1943 


“Oklahoma!” opened, practically 
everyone was reading Wendell 
Willkie’s “One World,” and a pair 
of Sally Rand's old fans were en- 
shrined in the museum of Chicago 
Historical Society. 

The Yankee Clipper, whose pas- 
senger list included famous stars 
of the entertainment world who 
had gone abroad to stage shows 
for Gls crashed in Lisbon, Portu- 
gal. Among the survivors were ra- 
dic singer Jane Froman, and night 
club accordionist Gypsy Markoff. 





— 





Among the dead, Tamara (“Smoke 
caeneieiinenenneameaiatnadtiainmaretatietemememaainnmelaiaentnmemneinanlll 








FRANKIE LAINE 
“MULE TRAIN” 


ON MERCURY RECORDS 
Currently 
BOP CITY 
NEW YORK 











We Agree with 


WILL MAHONEY'S 


sentiments on Page Two of this issue, especially be- 


cause we represent him . 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, President 


CHICAGO: 
203 No. Wabash 


NEW YORK: 
745 Sth Ave. 


Gets in Your Eyes’) and Ben Rob- 
ertson, foreign correspondent. - 

A War Bond rally auction was 
held in Gimbel’s basement, with 
750 persons on hand to bid for 
such precious items as Jefferson’s 
Bible and George Washington's 
letters. Jack Benny's violin. a $75 
imitation Amati nicknamed “Old 
Love in Bloom” was put on the 
block and the nation fell! flat on its 
collective face when one Julius 
Klorfein bought it for $1,000,000. 
Mr. Klorfein turned out to be 
president of Garcia Grande cigars. 

The most popular radio pro- 
grams, in this order, were Fibber 
McGee & Molly. Jack Benny, Ed- 
gar Bergen & Charlie McCarthy, 
Bob Hope, The Aldrich Family. 
The Lux Radio Theatre, Maxwell 
House, Kraft Music Hall and Wal- 
ter Winchell. 

Winston Churchill and Franklin 
D. Roosevelt met at Casablanca, 
and Warner Bros. continued te 
cash in on their picture of the 
same name with Ingrid Bergman 
and Humphrey Bogart. 

War Correspondent Dick Tregas’ 
“Guadalcanal Diary” made bouk 
history. 

Death claimed many prominent 
persons this year, including Alex- 
ander Woollcott, Stephen Vincent 
Benet, Sergei Rachmaninoff, the 
great Russian composer whose sec- 
ond piano concerto once rang from 
every jukebox in the country, 
Leslie Howard, who was shot down 
in a flight between Lisbon and 
} London, Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, who 
|brought the Dionne Quintuplets 


into the world, Frank Crumit, mu- | 


sical comedy star and partner of 
Julia Sanderson, Fats Waller, 
genius of jazz, Max Reinhardt, 
genius of the theatre, Elinor Glyn, 
who for more than 40 years, be- 
fore, had startled the world with 
her novel, “Three Weeks,” Lorenz 
Hart, who wrote the lyrics of more 
than 1,000 songs, and Ben Bernie, 
the “old Maestro.” 

Boston’s Coconut Grove fire hor- 
rified the entire nation. The night 
club was jammed with 800 people 
after the Holy Cross football game. 
A busboy lit a match and the un- 
fireproofed artificial palm trees 
caught fire. 484 perished in the re- 
sultant fire and panic. 

Eddie Rickenbacher was found 


alive after drifting 24 days in an 


open raft. (His special mission 
lane had been forced down in the 
acific. touching off one of the 

| greatest rescue hunts in history.) 
All America was chuckling over 

the true story of a lady hoarder 


who filled her cellar from top to 
bottom with canned goods. A flash 
rainstorm flooded. the _ cellar, 


washed all the labels off the cans! 

FBI captured eight Nazi spies 
and saboteurs who landed at Am- 
agansett, L. I., and Jacksonville, 
Fla. All were tried and electro- 
cuted. 

A dark-haired beauty arrived on 
the entertainment scene — Dinah 
Shore charming audiences with 
her rendition of “One Dozen 
Roses,”’ and filmgoers thrilled over 
a new screen tough guy—4F Alan 
Ladd in “This Gun for Hire.” 

The American war effort was 
really underway, on a scale hith-| 
erto unknown. As a British ob-| 
server, D. W. Brogan remarked, | 
“To the Americans, war is a busi- 
ness, not an art.” 

(Continued Next Week) 


.. and so 


HOLLYWOOD: 
9151 Sunset Bivd. 
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Survey of retail sheet music ra ¢|3 
3 CO ss 8 . 
sales, based on reports obtained E > 3) 
from leading stores in 12 cities & | a ~ ; g 
and showing comparative sales Bi, é O = € 3 | m 
rating for this and last week. s |? elglele - eictielié 
Sie! 218i $ eiSigit Sir 
ISIE ISIE | § BIGl/ElE s 
ini=is SiaisSiginigie A 
. Bele le (Sielele sit 
l-— | > F Cc ° - - —- 
satot Week Ending |[7/2)3/2/3/8l)e\sle/o5 2 , 
“Rating 2S lsin Eis islialeliegi3ié 
Dec. 24 pig lB Tle E/E S/e\2 8 AB 
mie ie SiS ie sgigizgisie s 
This Last pieicigimlicelisieiait «& = 2 
eo «= eo | wt | | i\eigi2zis § 
wk. wk. Titleand Publisher =e S/S leligisiSieigic = §! § 
1 1 -“Dreamer’s Holiday” (Shapiro-B) 2 3 2 2 tS o- 2 1 2 88 
“2 3 “Dear Hearts, People” (Morris) 8 8 8 Fee 
‘3 2 “Rudolph, the Reindeer” (St.Nich) 1A 1 3 1 5 .. I 3 2 1... 8 85 
4 5 .“I Can Dream, Can’t I” (Chappell) . . 8 © | Se eee — a. 
5 6 “Don't Cry, Joe” (Harms, Inc)... 7 7 #7 10 3 4 5 5 4 5 53 
6 4 “Lucky Old Sun” (Robbins). .....  - © © eee © os - . 
7 8 “*Mule Train” (Disney)... bb * wee Be 6 8 6 49 
8 7 “White Christmas” (Berlin). . _— . = © FF ., Se 4 ~ 47 
9 10 | “Slippin’ Around” (Peer-Inter).. 4 8 10 «65 , «© 7 32 
10 14 “Blue Christmas” (Choice) 1D a acad 2 7 ae 
il 13 “Old Master Painter” (Robbins).. 3 —“aer ter 9 9 9 9 17 
12 “There’s No Tomorrow” (Paxton). 5 8 6 ee on ae 
vn EE “Merry Xmas Polka” (Alamo) . 4B 5 a 
14A 11 “Winter Wonderland” (BVC)..... 4A .. 8 10 
14B 12 “Here Comes Santa Claus” (West) IC am 





country 
sion, was named sales manager of 
the same Gpastneet last week. head of overall sales. 


; 


Decca Names Cohen’ | 

ting the material in 

ron Cohen will supervise 
tivities. 

Sydney Goldberg. Decca v.p., 


Cohen, head of Decca’s 


, iad sales 
and race recording divi- 


Actually the additional title sim- 
ply means that in addition to cut- 
those fields 
ac- 


is 








Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu- 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 

Survey Week of Dec. 16-22, 1949 


A Dream Is Wish Your Heart Makes—?*“Cinderella” Disney 


A Dreamer’s Holiday . Shapiro-B 
All the Bees Are Buzzin’ "Round My Honey Santly-Joy 
Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo—?“Cinderella” Disney 
Bye Bye Baby—**Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” Robbins 
“Pe eieer eerie sas pera Bourne 
Dear Hearts and Gentle People Seebeseoorecooece: Morris 
Ph ME + cconie, ined eeb eal eee ene Harms 
Es hte ctth «cet - tsk, 0& Salts 46 behead wad Encore 
Farewell Amanda—** ‘Adam’: s Rib” . or eee Chappell 
6 6 cin 6 Rameewedd stbdbadincbes« Witmark 
DPT ... .. ccecesees seeeneneeehs< Michael 
: Can Dream Can't I ee Chappell 

I Must Have Done Something Wonderful rere Simon House 
I Never See Maggie Alone ...............cee00:.. Bourne 
I Wanna Go Home With You........... wT Paxton 
ee eeseebonee Paxton 
I've Got Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts............. Cornell 
Jealous Heart ; 5 546060006000000¢e0unR08 Acuff & Rose 
Merry Christmas Polka ..... a ee eee Alamo 
Merry Christmas Waltz ............ rey TS Advanced 
ere anesecase wyrto Shapiro-B 
Mule Train—*“Singing Guns” .................. Disney 
ie .. .. «ts pekeehesnoamanse haan Robbins 
TT <i Ss 6. \ 4 oid oebs ekbneeeeedndeenn Remick 
TTD... .. cas sscaceneeueeseecoia Hill & Range 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer .............. St. Nicholas 
lili aie aE en RR Peer 
Stay Well—**Lost In the Stars”................. Chappell 
That Lucky Old Sun ere oe Robbins 
There’s No Tomorrow .......... etbasthese+tced Paxton ¢ 
ID ha eine Decal cle BVC 





The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of — 
lar Music B t over Radio Networks. Published by the 
Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Thousand Violins—‘“The Great Lover”........ Paramount 
9 a alae Rm la is Johnstone-M 
Daddy’s Little Girl Tree ee ee Beacon 
Everything They Said Came True ee ee Johnstone-M 
Happy Times—?*“The Inspector General”......... Harms 

Hop Scotch Polka ‘eh hees He hewnrs ¢eb0ccbebo’ Cromwell 

I Want To Wish You a Merry Christmas ......... Republic 

If It Doesn’t Snow On Christmas.......... er Lombardo 
In Santiago By the Sea ....................... Life Music 
i i ' Miller 

Just a Kiss Apart—*“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” J. J. Robbins 
Just For Fun—?*“My Friend Irma” ......... Paramount 
EE OE a ke, ke cee ccenn ane Famous 

My Street ET Te ee ee Campbell 
ee Me Te BVC 


She Wore Yellow Ribbon—i“Wore Yellow Ribbon” Regent 


Sitting By the Window ...................... . Shapiro-B 
Souvenir ee ee er Beacon 
There's a Bluebird On Your Windowsill. . i is iene Mellin 
PUD WINE... . « vcneee cesee cased Gallico 


Toot Toot Tootsie werent =» Again” Feist 


a i TT ei ee nj BVC 
Wishing ei eae hn te eed Aelita alas BMI 
Younger Than oe Pacific”. ...... Williamson 
You're Breaking My Heart. . cccccccccccccccs - OI 





t Filmusical. * Legit musical. 


(Week ending Dec. 17) 


London, Dec. 19. 

Breaking Heart . Sterling 

, Confidentially.... New World 
Snowy White. ...... Reid 
Harry Lime Theme Chappell 
Hop Scotch Polka Leeds 
Forever and Ever F. D. & H. 
I'll String Along Feldman 
Wedding Samba Leeds 

1 Don't See Me...... Connelly 
December ...B. Wood 
Garden of Weeds... B.&C. 
Mon., Tues., Wed. Dash 

Second 12 

Leicester Square Rag Norris 

Is It Too Late Yaie 
Shawl Galway Grey Connelly 
Buy Killarney ...... Maurice 
Song of Capri.... Maurice 
Careless Hands Morris 


Bosworth 
Sterling 


Kiss in Your Eyes 
Echo Told Me Lie 


It’s Cold Outside... Morris 
Angelus Ringing... Southern 
Why Is it ....... Cinephonic 

..Magna 


Highland Fling . 
SE Snr PE 





Best British Sheet Sellers 











The Amoricaa Love Song 


| CAN'T GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


MILLS MUSIC 











MUSIC 


BOURNE 


TO LIVE 


BOURNE 


Inc. 


ON THE ISLAND 
OF OAHU 


By LEE ERWIN and MEL HOWARD 
| THE MARINERS 
1 Columbia #38624 
| Published by 











| SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN 
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{ONDON BUYS MASTER 
OF JEROME'S ‘GIRL 


” DISK 
ndon Records has purchased 
ino master of the Henry Jerome 
orchestra’s “Daddy's Little Girl,” 
originally for Joe Davis 
Celebrity label in New York. Lon- 
don will issue = os nationally 
ickly as possible. 

PSone orchestra is at the Edi- 
son hotel, New York. 


Disks On Air 


. Continued from page 31 








d on the buyer’s mind through 
That artist’s next re- 
Jease would have that much more 
interest for the owner of the pre- 
vious disk, and thus a cycle would 


nate 
ownership. 


be started. The task of building 
an artist in that way is slow, but 
it's the way it happened in the 
past. And it's solid. 

On the other hand, dealers as- 
sert it’s impossible to stock all re- 
leases. The heavy inventory re- 
quired by the modern disk busi- 
ness, with its 78, 33 and 45 rpm 
platters demands that a dealer order 
only disks he feels sure will move 
fairly quickly. He cannot take 
chances on new material for which 
he might have only one request, 
hence he doesn’t order until there’s 
a demand. 

Coin machines, which once were 
the widest channel to popularity 
for new artists, are tail-enders 
today. Most coin-operators fol- 
low disk jockey popularity polls 
and stock their machines only with 
what is being played on the air. 
Disk company execs decry this at- 
titude, pointing out that if a disk 
can be heard on a jockey show, it's 
safe to assume fewer nickels or 
dimes will go into machines. 
They say there are no pioneers 
among machine ops and that, too, 
has contributed to the inability to 
éreate new artists. 
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THE EVER POPULAR 
STANDARD 


DEED 
| DO 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 








FOR-EVERS SO OFTEN 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


JUNGLE 
DRUMS 


E. B. MARKS 

















It's Music By 


JESSE GREER 
Program Tedey Yesterday's 


“Climbing Up the 
Ladder of Love” 


(From Eerl Carroll's “Vanities™) 
(Robbins Music) 

















































































































































































































Lee Savin out of Varsity Records 





OR 





by LEROY ANDERSON 


SLEIGH RIDE 











Recorded by ARTHUR FIEDLER 
end the BOSTON “POPS” ORCH. 
(RCA-Victor) 

A Sell-Out from Coast-te-Coast! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
'619 Broadway - New York 19, N. Y. 














|... Jacqueline Dalya, wife of song- 
writer Bob Hilliard, turned out the 
lyric to a tune titled “Count the 
Days I'm Gone,” to a melody by 
Walter Biship: Morris Music is 
publishing .. . Wattenberg & Wat- 


tenberg. music biz attorneys, into | 


new offices in Radio City... 
|/Norman Goodwin named assistant 
'to Decca western division manager 
|\L. G. Gilman .. Vernon Hawk 
took over as Decca’s Cincinnati 
| branch manager .. . Frances Irvin 
joined Tommy Dorsey's orchestra 
lin vocalist slot. 


Hollywood 

Decca just released new Hoagy 
Carmichael coupling. “Crime and) 
Punishment” and “Crocodile. 
Tears”... Dick Haymes slicing, 
'four frames for Decca. . 
Styne and Leo Robin go to RKO 
Jan. 9 to write the score on “Two. 
|Tickets to Broadway” . Betty 
Garrett and Larry Parks sliced five 
| sides for MGM. one a hillbilly tune 
.. . Happy Geday in to set up a 
homeoffice here for his new music 
company. 
| Vieter Young set tc score “Sep- 





ule Muehlebach hotel. 


‘pheum, Omaha, Feb. 17 


|music chief, will write the score 
|for “The Boy From Indiana,” Ven- 
/tura Pictures production. 


Chicago 


Tex Beneke set ior a week at 


|Grand, an Alliance theatre, is a 
|test case for vaude with the chain. 
| If two shows booked go over, rest 
|of group will fellow... Perry Mar- 
| tin, orch leader of band at Carni- 
val, Minneapolis, has penned a 
tune, “I'd Like to be a Sitter For a 
Baby Like You,” which has been 
picked up by Robbins Patti 
Malley, former Hotel Bismarck of- 
fice employee, is now featured vo- 
calist with Rey Stevens orch 

Clyde McCoy set for two weeks at 
Kansas _ City, 
Jan. 18 Sammy Kaye into Lake 
Club, Springfield, Jan. 6, for a 
week. hen a midwest theatre 
tour with his “lead a band” show 
gets going Jan. 26 at the Circle, In- 
dianapolis, followed by the River- 
side, Milwaukee. Feb. 3 and Or- 
Nellie 


Luteher opens at Don Carlos Ca- 


Grand theatre, Terre Haute. Jan. 6, | 
with Dick Contine show following | 
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° : ; 

e urvey of retail disk best in = - s/s 21:8 
sellers, based on reports ob- $ #/1¢ 4 Bi3;. & 2 
tained from leading stores in sialisiVi- = . Pis|& 

12 cities and showing com- Da g o|Zf § als >1o!] § T 
parative sales rating for this * 2/5 7 § O145/&| oe 
and last week. wis g = 3 3 : F z " =| T 
e/Z/98;8/S/7/s]e ete eit 
Week Endi TlEVTIEIT a TTI T/Eld/ | 
National ng | [lif i@leis | 2 =\a 7 ais! ® 
Rating D 24 els SiT 8 s/S/8/81/7/8/8) 0 
ec. ” | 5 = = © i 8s Py — = 3 : 
This Last : >isiti$S$ia|*| Z\i< cis = = N 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Titl (@i2/8/s/ 8/8 sis /S;8/5/e) 7 
_ -_ 1 Z\0in/|# = | Higigiftlsi«z -! Ss 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) . 
ie Mule rain § 3 2 Se a & 5 76 
GENE AUTRY Columbia) — a 
2 3 “Rudolph, Red-Nosed Reindeer”... 1 1 9 1 1 4 21 @ 
ANDREWS SIS-G. JENKINS (D) — aaeeneeeetilestiocaem 
3 2 “I Can Dream, Can't I” sat - -— & &€ €¢.f * 2S 56 
M. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap) ee 
x | 4 “Slippin’ Around” ; se s 6 = ty Fe 29 
FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 7 Are 
5 9 “That Lucky Old Sun”.......... 7 7 2 6 6 27 
BING CROSBY (Decca) . 
6 .. “White Christmas”... .... .. 9 1 9 6 6 24 
A GORDON JENKINS (Decca) Se 7 
7 A 6 “Don't Cry, Joe” s ie a -~ b 6 4 19 
DINAH SHORE ‘Columbia) _ ilies i Rites mee by ee — 
TB 12 “Dear Hearts and Gentle People”. 10 4 3 a 
: JACK TETER (London) _—— — 
JC 15 ; “Johnson Rag” 4 5 : 6 .. 10 19 
YOGI YORGESON (Capitol) —_ a ee - 
8 10 “I Yust Ge Nuts at Xmas” a 3 17 
PERRY COMO (Victor) — - 
9A 5 “Dreamer’s Holiday” 4 8 7 14 
TONY MARTIN | Victor) — ; 
| Pe. iP rretenaee 3 5 14 
BING CROSBY (Decca) ee _ennenne 
10A__ 17 “Dear Hearts and Gentle People”. 9 1 10 13 
RICHARD HAYES (Mercury) _ : ar — _ 
10B 17 “Old Master Painter” _....... a : 1 8 ; 13 
AL MORGAN (London) Se ee ' _ 
10C 8 , “Jealous Heart” - 5 — 4 13 
DICK TODD (Rainbow) —— 2 
11 a “Daddy's Little Girl” 3 7 12 
FREDDIE MARTIN | Victor) ee —_ 
12A_ 7 “A Lovely Bunch of Coceanuts”.. 10 7 7 10 10 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) pian Rie 
12B 16 he “Old Master Painter” ; ; 2 10 10 
YOGI YORGESON (Capitol) =— ™ 
12C 12 “¥ingle Bells” “— 1 10 
OWEN BRADLEY (Coral) —_- - —_ 
12D a “Blues, Stay Away From Me” 1 lu 
TONY MARTIN Victor) : = —— a 
13A 13 “There's No Tomorrow” Sei c 6 8 10 9 
BOSTON “POPS” (Victor) _ _—_ a -~ 
13B .. “Sleigh Ride” sae 2 9 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Col) cone % 
13C 17 “Blue Christmas” , aes = -— = —_ 2 9 
JOHNNY LONG (King) . 
14 “Let's Build a Bungalow”....... .. .. .. rr . > 6 & 
| 1 2 3 ‘ 5 
FIVE TOP  soutn paciric merry CHRISTMAS TWAS THE NIGHT Kiss me Kate | JOLSON SINGS 
, BEFORE CHRISTMAS AGAIN 
ALBUMS | “esdwsy ces Ging Crechy | fred Wering Broadway Cost Al Jolson 
Columbia Decea Decca Columbia Decca 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
(Based con Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
Label Records Points Label Records Points 
PS ee 5 — i CO SQ ee 3 56 
DT .s .0666060600600e80045 3 116 De seeeeeneeuee ees oes — 32 
DD « «4506060086606 jbenes 3 96 De stsceteen ‘ 6066 . 2 12 
0 se — 56 Coral ee a ee 1 10 
King 1 8 
] |tember Affair.” Hal Wallis produc- sino, Winnipeg, Feb. 3 Freddie 
I { ¢ p a ‘tion for Paramount ... Diana Nagel into O. Henry ballroom, Jan. 
| Lynn will wax her second piano al- 4 for eight weeks... Blue Barron 
‘bum of standards for Capitol after on one-nighters in the midwest 
ew or | . , 
the holidays ... Lud Gluskin, CBS during January... Orrin Tucker 


back to the Aragon ballroom Feb. 
7 for indefinite stay. Dick Jur- 
gens on one-nighters in midwest 
starting Feb. 7... 
returns to Palmer House, Chi, Jan. 
5, for indefinite stay. 


Pittsburgh 


Jee Sudy’s band closes at Ter- 
race Room Jan. 21 and opens two 
nights at Hotel Statler, Detroit. 
He'll be replaced here by Hal Tan- 
ner on the 23rd... Lee Angelo’s 
orch, home for a week’s vacation 
following tour of midwest, took off 
again for engagements in Omaha, 
/Kansas City and Memphis ... 
Johnny Marine will have the band 
at Seventh Avenue hotel's Triangle 
Room beginning Monday (2). He 
used to be at Copa but more re- 
cently has been playing trumpet 
with Harry Bigley at Triangle 
Room. Latter closed there re- 
‘cently, with Pete Rubino’s Crack- 
pets coming in for fortnight .. . 
Fle Spurrier, organist, into Carni- 
val Lounge for a run... Ralph 


and Buddy Bonds, twin organists, 


return to Bill Green's Cocktail 
Lounge on Monday (2). 


Eddie O'Neal 
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DANNY 
NAVE 


The International 
Entertainer 





His Latest Hit! 


“HAPPY TIMES” 


From Warner Bros. 
Picture, 


“The Inspector Generc!™ 
Coupled with 


“LOVE ME OR 
LEAVE ME” 


DECCA 24820 
€ 


His Current 


Favorites! 
DECCA 
24784 I've Got a Lovely Bunch 
of Cococauts 
The Peony Bush 
DECCA 
24637 There Is Nothin’ Like « 
Dame 
Honey Bun 
DECCA 
2440) «St. Louis Sives 
Ballin’ the Jock 


Albums Available in 78 RPM 
end Long Picy 


“DANNY KAYE” 


DECCA ALBUM A-729 Four 
10-inch 78 RPM Records, Price: 
$3.75 (plus tex). 


Dt 5033 10-inch Long Play 
M Unbreckable Rec- 
ord, Price: $2.85 (incl. Fed. 
tex). 


“GILBERT and 


SULLIVAN 
and DANNY KAYE” 


DECCA ALBUM A-694 Three 
10-inch 78 RPM Records, Price: 
$3.00 (plus tex). 


DL 5094 10-inch Long Play 
Microgrcove Unbreckable Rec- 
ord, Price: $2.85 (tncl. Fed. 
tex). (Seon te be eveilable.) 








ECC 


RECORDS 








et 


VAUDEVILLE 


Ate geiad By WA 
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Chicago, Dec. 27. 
Chez Paree, Chi nitery, was sold 
last week to a syndicate for report- 
edly $200,000 — less than a third 
the asking price several years ago. 


Group comprises Donald Med- 
livine, Jack Schaltz, lawyer, and 
David Halper, cafe man ana 


former operator of Ciro’s. Com- 
bine takes over Dec. 28 with Joey 
Jacobson and Mike Fritzel staying 
on tor severat°montlis sa advisors 
capacity 

Although lease on the Chez runs 
through summer of 1951 new own- 


ers expect a revision of lease. If 
terms are not agreed upon, it ts 
likely a nearby site will be ac- 


quired. Jacobson and Fritzel have 
operated the Chez for 18 years. and 
before that the Chez Pierre. They 
also had been connected with the 
o!¢ Ansonia and other Chi spots. 
During its long operation, Chez 
introduced many personalities 
such as Danny Thomas, moveover 
from the 5100 Club, Joey Bishop, 
Willie Shore and others. In addi- 


3 Suns’ Vauder 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

Million Dollar theatre, now going 
in for name vaude, has pencilled in 
The Three Suns for the week of 
April 27. Suns will pay cost of 
three other acts and a local band, 
and will split week’s gross with the 
house on a 50-50 basis. 

Group has a two-week stand in 
May at the Last Frontier, Las 
Vegas, so actual date of their play- 
ing Million Dollar hasn't been stt. 


Morris Levy and Morris Primach 
are listed as owners of Birdland, 
recently opened jazz spot on 
Broadway. Monte Kay is handling 
production of shows. 


Fritzel Sell Chez Paree, Chi, 
To New Syndicate for $200,000 


. 000 








tion it played all the top flight 
attractions, Sophie Tucker, Dean | 
Martin and Jerry Lewis, Joe E. | 
Lewis, Ted Lewis. Carmen Mi-! 
randa and for many years had a | 
virtual monopoly on the name | 
draws in this area. Spot was | 
booked by William Morris agency, | 
but last few years has been open | 
to all agencies. 
New management expects to 
coniiue ia Uie same type of Op 


eration with Jimmy Duratte being | 


“Everybody's a Magico 
These Days” 





says 


Robert Lund 


an interesting byline feature in the 
44th Anniversary Number 


of 
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sought to follow Ted Lewis who 
opened for a month Dec. 23 with | 
two-week options Carmen Mi- 
randa is also being bidded fer and 
Tony Martin due in this spring. | 
Dave Halper, who will front and | 
set the talent. is also interested in| 
pacting -Frank Sinatra for an 
early date. 


' 
} 
| 


AUSSIE VAUDER GETS OK | 
AFTER BATTLE OVER PIX 


Sydney, Dec. 20. 
After a two weeks’ battle Roy 





|Darling, head of the Tatler here, | 
|has been given an okay to continue 


vaude-revue at his 922-seater on | 
two-a-day basis via agreeing to in- 
stall additional Sce-fignting equip 

ment and to employ a fireman at 
each performance. 

Chief Secretary Charles Mat- 
thews, in charge of all theatres in 
this zone, had firstly ordered Dar- | 
ling to quit vaude-revue and re- 
turn to pix, for which the theatre | 
had been licensed. Darling refused | 
to give up vaude, saying pix cost 
more to run, adding that in many | 
instances he had only grossed $450 | 
some weeks with the celluloid pol- | 
icy. Since the intro of live shows 
the Tatler b.o. had jumped to $3,- | 

weekly, Darling declared. 









































' Jimmy Savo. 


‘Blackouts’ to Resume 
On the Coast in March, 
But Without Murray 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 
“Blackouts,” which played seven 
and a half years in Hollywood and 
folded after a short run on Broad- 
way, will reopen on the Coast in 
March, either here or in San Fran- 


| cisco. Ken Murray, who owns 50% 


of the show, with Dave Siegel own- 
ing the other half, won't be in it 
because of television commitments 
in the east with CBS. 

Negotiations are now on for Joe 
FE. Brown to take Murray’s spot as 
emcee, with Ben Blue as a possi- 
bility if Brown is unavailable. 
Partners are also negotiating with 
Marie Wilson to resume her im- 
portant place in the revue. 
which have been notified that their 
services will be used again include 
the Elderlovelies, Jack Mulhall 
and Danny Duncan. 

Siegel says $50,000 will be spent 
on new material and scenery. 


Delfont Gets ‘Violette,’ 


Paris Hit, for London 
London, Dec. 20. 

Bernard Delfont has acquired 

the English rights to Mitty Gold- 

en’s “Violette Imperial,” currently 








in its third year at the Mogador 


theatre, Paris. 

Delfont intends to stage the 
French operetta in the West End 
sometime in May, and if it proves 
a hit, will produce it in New York 
after its London run. 


IVES TO PLAZA. N. Y. 


Burl Ives will play the Persian 
Room of the Plaza hotel, N. Y.., 
starting Jan. 26, as sole entertainer 
on the bill. 

He'll follow run of Lisa Kirk and 
















































bois. 
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Al and Charlene 
Just Concluded 
a Starring 
Series for 
CBS Television 














* * 





Mgt.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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COPA CITY 
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NOW 


at 


Miami Beach 
Florida 
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Acts | 








Paris. 
| Editor, Vartery: . 


Until devaluation time, business | Seam tne eetee Gaaiitar fort, 
| f- 


in Europe was really good for good 
American acts. but that 30° makes 
it hard now for American perform- 
ers to come to England if they don’t 
have a guarantee of at least 10 
weeks. An act who was worth 250 
pounds before, was getting $1,000 


a week; now it is only $700. 
Norway, until aow sogiired ne 


permission to get your money trans- 
fered. But when we played Oslo 
we were lucky to have the Amer- 
ican consul to help us and we got 
all our savings transferred at the 
official rate, but there was a lot of 
red tape before we got it. How- 
ever, as we played almost eight 
months it was worth it, as the dif- 
ference with the black market rate 
is 60% and more. 

Denmark, Sweden and the Neth- 
erlands give permission for the 
American performers to have 45- 
60% of their salary transferred at 
the official rate (those three coun- 
tries had also their money deval- 
ued 30%). France, Belgium and 
Portugal had their money devalued 
only 10%. In Portugal 
gium the money is free, and dollars 
can be bought at any bank and 
taken out of the country without 
trouble. They also can pay very 
good American salaries 

In France and Italy, exchange is 
350 francs and 615 lires for the 
dollar, and the money can be 
bought freely at a rate of 5-10% 
more. 

In Switzerland the money is also 
very good, but those directors are 
| the toughest eggs, and to get the 
rubber band off their bankroll I 
think you have to be Danny Kaye, 
Maurice Chevalier, and still they 
would offer you a half of your sal- 
ary. As the country is the most ex- 
pensive in Europe, acts should 
javoid it. 

Wary of Agents in Spain 


Spain, beautiful country, but 
there acts have to be careful of 
the agents, as some are so crooked 
as to sell acts at, for example, $1.- 
000 and give the act $450. Also, 
another gimmick, if an act asks for 
$1,000 they answer okay and when 
there they are paid at the rate of 
the official exchange of 12 pesetas 
to the dollar, when the black mar- 
|ket rate is between 40 to 45 pesetas 
to the dollar. This has hap- 
pened to American acts. There 
jis no permission to take the money 
jout officially. Also, since the habit 
in Spain is to get paid every night, 


burned. 


iple, the Club Bahia and the Hotel 
‘Ritz in Barcelona. Madrid, I don’t 
‘know, as I have not played the 
jtown yet. 

| In Paris the places for American 
acts are the Lido; six months to 
one year; really beautiful produc- 
tion by Plerre Louis Guerin and 
Rene Fraday. There is also the 
Club des Champs-Elysees, but 
there it’s only between two and 
four weeks. 

The new redecorated Baccara is 
now really beautiful, but as the 
place just opened it is difficult to 
Say anything of the policy. For the 


time being they have three Ameri- | 


/can acts on the bill—Prentiss, the 
|Costellos and us—plus a French 
| ballet. Prentiss and Costello 
; Twins are there for only two 
| weeks; we for three. 

Monte Carlo 2-Day Bookings 

| Cote d'Azur iast 
‘much better than the preceding 
\yeat, but still a place like Monte 
Carlo engages acts for two or three 
\days instead of seven days, as be- 
fore the war. They can pay very 


and Bel. | 


acts must stick to that rule if they | 
idon’t want to have their fingers 


There are, of course, very good 
;managements in Spain. For exam- | 


seeson was. 


wel! when they want certain acts. | 


Some Real Lowdown on Europefor US. 
"Acts Detailed by Cappella & Patricia 


In Nice, the Palais de la Medi. 
terrenee, plays acts for one week 
In Cannes, Julien Duclos, who has 


last 30 years, has a knack of of- 
| fering very good acts peanuts. 
| Biarritz, when we played the Ca- 
sino in September, had Katherine 
Dunham, Rosario & Antonio, Bor- 
rah Minevitch’s Rascals and us, 
each act a different week. Money 
very good, and as you see, we were 
‘all American acts. —— 
Some acts doing very well ail 
over Europe were or are Rosario 
& Antonio, Peters Sisters, Nicholas 
Bros., Katharine Dunham. They 
are getting their American salaries, 
‘or even more. I think we do ail 
right ourselves. 


I think this information will be 
helpful for many acts who intend 
iplaying Europe, but they should 
ibe careful before signing. They 
jmust haye all the details marked 
in their contracts, and ask also at 
their broker the two different rates 
of exchange. Ask the consul of 
the country where they go what 
permissions are available, etc., eic 

Jacques Cappella 
(Cappella & Patricia.) 


Fuld’s Vaude Trek 


London, Dec. 20 

Leo Fuld off to Holland to star 
in Tuschinski’s theatre, Amster- 
dam, for two weeks, after which he 
plays session at Lorry’s cabaret, 
Copenhagen. His next stanza is the 
Ancienne Belgique, Brussels 

He'll be away till first week in 
March, when he starts a string of 
dates for the Moss Empires and 
Stoll circuit in his own vaudeville 
unit. 














JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 





WM. H. KING 
Exclusive Management: 
2025 N. Argyle Ave. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 








JACK DENTON 
World's Lousiest Disk Jockey 


S7TH WEEK! 
THE PENTHOUSE 


508 ANGELES 
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ACTS, GAGS, SCRIPTS. 
PARODIES, SPECIAL SONGS 
1950 CATALOG FREE 
Largest Selection of Comedy Materis! 


in Showbiz! We alse write materia! 
to order. 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 
5146-K Strohm, Nerth Hollywood, (! 
Telephone 


: Miliside 0141 
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AGVA Cracks Down on Members’ 
on Philly Telecasts 


A 





Cuffo Stints 




















’ 


Walters Nixing Top Salaried Acts, 
Claims Latin Quarter Don't Need ‘Em 











—¢ Headliners will work at the La- 





li- 1% - 
bers of the American Guild . tin Quarter, N. Y., henceforth at 

a of Variety Artists were warned |Gene Marvey Due For Rickard-Mack Agcy. Will salaries that will permit the spot 
he against appearing ow tne ter alent | LOndon Palladium Repeat Book Hippodrome, Balto | ‘° femain in the vhaex ert 
» show on WCAU-TV sponsored by| Tener Gene Marvey, who re- The Al Rickard - Bill Mack! says he's through paying super- 

rw Erlanger Beer Co. cently completed a nine-week date agency will take over the booking | sums to performers, raking in 
‘a- ‘Sh ow has been running 10 weeks at the Palladium, London, is slated of the Hippodrome theatre, Balti-| terrific takes only to find at the 
a Thursdays at 10-10:30 p.m. |‘0 return to that house in April. more, starting Jan. 12. House, un-| end of the run that he’s no better 
4 “Uncle Jim” Harkins acted as He's due at the Thunderbird til recently, was previously booked | of financially than if he’d done 
-~ ee for the program until last /nitery, Las Vegas, Jan. 15 for two by the Eddie Sherman agency, and | normal business, and shelled out 
ey aoe when staff announcer Gene | weeks. several weeks ago the Hipp’s op-| less coin for talent. 
" 2 Ce Se OS wee aan itee Ol caine te nanatel 1 Sook it Leaseitn ee arved '0| Boniface declares he's running 

res e . | a ; | 0 

all —y prize at the end of the | Marvey following breakup of the’ Theatre uses occasional names | with Sophie Tucker who had a 
= contest as the lure. Adler-Dunn Agency. and name bands, but bulk of per-/ jong run at that spot. He also 
is | According to Dick Jones, local formers are in the standard cate-| stated that every cafe operator in 
°y rep of AGVA, the telecast has been| POLace, —e ¥! Here = oe _ Bory. | the area, with the exception of 
PS — ; s- | Dac n circulation again a e ‘ 
= dressing up -geegreme with profes Mimi Benzell Exceeds |ORPHEUM ta Loe Auecke We Phill N Al holic i= Copacabana, has learned the 

vowing “gratis.” A letter sent to . k’ le = ea 8 ey eee Mee) y NOn-AICcO | However, Walters isn’t eschew- 
be AGVA members stated “this prac- Brea Figure at N.Y. WEAVER BROS. AND ELVIRY | Cafe to Operate On | ing names entirely, as indicated by 
nd {7 tice must be stopped immediately. Pi f | the booking of Sam Levenson in 
id Members of the union, who ap- erre ror Ist Time Se ° Tal P lic ' February or March. Levenson is 
“ peared on “Fame and Fortune” on Sh Front M. | pia ent FOCY | working at $2,000, probably one of 
ed have been brought before the ex-| The “direct from the Metropoli- erry-rrontenac, ep Philadelphia, Dec. 27, | the. last cafe stands ne’ll do at 

ecutive board on charges. The ‘an Opera” is apparently a draw in ve, ; : that price inasmuch as he’s set for 


AGVA members have been appear- 
ing with non-professionals because 
of the prize gimmick, Jones said. 





class cafes also, as is proven by | 


Mimi Benzell’s current engagement 


$100 Fine Appealed 
By Unions, Hotelmen 


An experiment in night life, a 
'eabaret without alcoholic drinks, 
opens tomorrow night (28) with the 


the opening show of the Riviera, 
Ft. Lee, N. J., in April at $3,500, 
and negotiations are on for him to 


at at the Cotillion Room of the Pierre : : Ss mince - Bay : 
' - - - premiere of the Ebony Showplace, ' return to Kitty Davis,” Miami 
| an aiioed dia das to the note, =. s. Sie Deenell, fer the Miami Beach, Dec. 24. formerly the 700-seat Faun Club in | Beach, next season where he'll 
ee in the future Gre time in the history of the Long standing feud between | Northeast Philly. Spot will feature | get around $5,000. Walters feels 
| ; : Stine” ae the $13,000 break. nightclubs and hotels anent enter- | S¢pia revues and is owned by Isi- that Levenson at $2,000 is a 
, —s enzell gets in on the in-  tsinment in the hostels in compe- | dore Bushkoff, operator of the suc- | “good buy.” 
: = na SiA NCE rereased business via a percentage tition with the cafes resulted in | cessful New Town Tavern, Delair, Walters’ action, as yet, will 
AGVA MODIFIES i oo negollated by agent Jack Ber- matter coming to crux Friday (23) |N. J., spot which features “Creole have little effect on headliner’s 
- . 3 when owners of the swank Sherry | Burlesk.” salaries, since he hasn't been buy- 
ON AMATEUR TALENT She ll be there until Jan. 15, and | Frontenac were fined $100 for vio-| House will serve straight food ing top names for some time, and 
~ Hollywood. Dec. 27 will be succeeded two days later by ||jation of ordinance prohibiting | and soft drinks and will offer two besides not all cafes are as ad- 
et. 2 0 ia of ‘y rc. i the Chilean singer Rosita Serrano, staging of shows in hotel confines. | shows nightly. There will be an vantageously situated as the La- 
he a Gui ~& — who records for the London labe! Ordinance, an old one, passed ,admish price, geared to time of tin Quarter. He's working on the 
et, tists has modified its rule that and who will be making her Amer- ._ —n - Santin . week. An unusual feature will be theory that the Latin Quar- 
I niteries and theatre operators can- j¢; ree > ; soi many years ago, limits amuse- . nus } , mo os 
le ican preem. She was originally - TT. ; a Sunday midnight show. a device ter label brings in a certain 
not use amateur talent. Heretofore gjateq f ’ : ments, as such, in the hotels to . a} : ’ ea . 
: Slated for a Copacabana appear- .,..; rchestras ; which permits the club to evade amount of business on its own, 
in any place attempting to showcase ance two years ago, but European string orchestras and a vocalist. » C . — f and again, elimination of the 
amateurs would be blacklisted. : Recent superseding one, allowed | both Philly Sabbath laws of no d conversion of the 


Carnival and 
defunct Harem into Bop City has 
The 


engagements interfered. 
Miss Benzell is slated for a stand 


of 


' for orchestras and vocalists, as well | booze and no flesh entertainment. 
nm 


Now, however, the rule has been , : “ 
as “educational lectures and dem-|Club will also play a Saturday 


altered on ground that professional 


le at the Mt. Royal hotel, Montreal ions” ; removed major competition. 
. l ‘ . RO} , eal,  onstrations (mindreaders, for- | matinee. : . 
ee BF ELD Jan. 27 Dickers are on for the | ums, et al.) but definitely banned| There will be an eight-piece or- nearby Diamond ore caters 
start somehow. Statler chain of inns and the Black- any other type of entertainment. |chestra and the “Ebony China to a different type clientele. 
Any spot which regularly uses “'OPe hotel, Chicago. | Fine and decision has been ap-| Dolls,” a line of eight. Opening 


'pealed, with American Guild of | bill offers Apus and Estrelita, em- 
| Variety Artists local, as well as | Cee Roscoe Dyla, Hank and Collins, 





: Pn - 
oe eS Se nights LUCEY’S, H’WOOD, SETS 


Lazado, Skippy Williams and Car- 


— SF I 











show on the off night. AGVA em- 
cee must be used, however, at a 
minimum of $25 per night. 


Boost Brit. Vauders, Cut 





Dollar Acts, Mgrs. Told 


London, Dec. 20. 
Sunday Chronicle here is sug- 
gesting a three-point plan for 
strengthening British vaudeville. 


First is to cut down the dollar | 


acts and spend the money on boost- 
ing home talent. 


Second proposal is for impresari- 


os to find and develop new acts. 
Third suggestion is the getting to- 
gether of managements and artists 
to thrash out differences and end 
the unrest, claimed existing in the 
profession. 


‘Salutes’ for Mpls. Cafe, 
Others Hike Act Budgets 


Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 
_ Sheik’s one of largest and lead- 
Ing eating places here, is going to 
floor show policy, with presenta- 








XMAS NITERY BIZ SLOW; | wre" "itne"up Su tac 
HOPEFUL FOR BIG EV 


| side. 
Principal objector to any stray- 
Cafegoers are apparently saving | ing from the letter of the law has 
their wad for the New Year's Eve | been Danny Davis, owner of Kitty 
blowouts. Business was off in the | Davis’. Weakness in hotel argu- 
niteries over the holiday weekend | ment has been objection by many 
with Sunday night's business not | operators to any sort of entertain- 
near that was expected over a|ment in their hostels, claiming 
three-day holiday. Sunday's trade | costs would be too high. Larger 
was made up mainly of big parties among the luxury oceanfronts, 
of social groups, and there were however, are for shows in their 
/comparatively small number of lounges and patios. 
, transients attending. 





Bonifaces were disappointed in 
the Christmas takes inasmuch as | 
jhotels were comfortably filled. 
| Monday night's downpour partially 
}accounts for the dim turnout but, 
generally, Christmas doesn’t mean 
too much in cafes since the bulk of | 
the patronage are financially ex- 
hausted by Christmas shopping and 
because the majority want to at- 
tempt to stay solvent for the big 
| night. 


Eve reservations are still com- 
ing in slowly, but cafe operators 
aren't alarmed. They feel that a 











KAY THOMPSON VICE 
PIAF INTO VERSAILLES 


| Kay Thompson's New York preem 


of her new act is slated at the 
Versailles, starting Feb. 1. Miss 
|Thompson, who broke up her act 
with the Williams Bros. last season, 
has played engagements this year 
,at the Beverly Country Club, New 
| Orleans and the Blackstone hotel, 
Chicago. 

Miss Thompson will follow the 
record-breaking run of Edith Piaf 








men Lopez. Idea will have special 

| nostalgic value to the people who 
|remember pre-Repeal days and 
| will tote their own stuff and settle 
|for set-ups and food. 


‘CUB 15’ AIRSHOW TO 





Hollywood, Dec. 27. 

MCA is offering the entire “Club 
15” airshow, headed by Dick 
Haymes, for eastern vaude dates 
next Spring. 
Evelyn Knight, The Modernaires 
and the Jerry Grey orch are in- 
cluded in the talent. 

Show, which airs over CBS 
thrice-weekly, would be tied in 


Andrews Sisters, 


with the sponsor, Campbell Soup. 
the group to 


Campbell wants 
ballyhoo its product while on the 
vaude tour, with exploitation for 
super-markets and distributors. 


Orpheum, K.C., Resumes 
Vaude Bills Jan. 6 











GO ON VAUDE TOUR 





ENTERTAINMENT POLICY 


Hollywood, Dec. 27. 


Lucey’s, restaurant widely pa- 
tronized by film folk here, is 
setting up a nitery entertainment 
'policy in the back room, with the 
|King Cole Trio coming in Feb. 3. 

After the Cole combo engage- 
ment other top name singers and 
groups will be booked. Cole will 
get all the cover charges, at $1 per, 


_plus a percentage of the bar biz 


attracted to the room. 





interstate Pacts 2d Vauder, 


Starts in Dallas Jan. 12 


Dallas, Dec. 27. 
The local date for the opening of 
Interstate’s second vaude bill here 
at the Majestic has been changed 
to Jan. 12, instead of Jan. 19 as 


first announced. The show will 


play the week of Jan. 19 in Fort 
Worth, previously dated for Jan. 
12. 

The switch in dates for the two 





an tions of “salutes” to leading com- Sellout is inevitable, especially at the Versailles. At the end of Kansas City, Dec. 27. — 

— Sers and presentations of num- | Since the celebration falls on a her engagement, Miss Piaf will| Fox Midwest is going vaude pol- st ES aa 
ers from musical comedy hits, | 5aturday night, which is normally | have been at the spot 20 consecu- icy at the Orpheum theatre here, ~~ to solve a transportation 
similar to idea started at Hotel | the biggest of the week. They also tive weeks. According to boniface | beginning Jan. 6. roblem. Oklahoma City has been 
Sherman, Chicago. Policy gets , anticipate hefty Sunday business, Nick Prounis, Miss Piaf's run First layout wili have the Three P bstit ted fer Tule on the haute 
launched Dec. 29 with “songs from | because of the tact Monday will| topped any other attraction he’s! suns, Penny Singleton, Four Ev-| route which necessitated playing 
‘Show Boat.’ " Glyde Snyder will |"°t be a workday. ; played from the viewpoints of re- | ans Ross Wyse. Jr., & Peggy Wo-| Fort Worth as the final Tevas date 
— the shows. Music will be | -ceipts and longevity. Miss Piaf, mack and Billy Rayes. Jan. 13 bill The opening of the tour a. ont ae 
= er Bob Beaulieu's direction. . year previous, played 20 weeks at wij} be headed by Celeste Holm, San Antonio, Dec. 29 followed by 

a hte ay be two _ performances MCA Prunes Staff ; Gine, e ——— = run ve = and Jan. 20 show by Xavier Cugat. Houston Jan. 5. The Oklahoma 

y. nto two segments, one of e ; nr : 

— " . | Orpheum was taken over by Fox City four day stand is scheduled 

= Rediane Pe Gn em, Bete! Souther Leave Jan. 1 weeks and a later run of 12 weeks. yyigyest from RKO in a switch for Jan. 26 to 29 and will be fol 
let Mi dak ay m, Hotel Nicol- Henry Gine, of Music Corp. of | Federico Rey and Pilar Gomes last summer, giving RKO the lowed by a three day lay off before 

nnesota Terrace, Club Carni- America's cafe dept., is leaving as oa | Mainstreet theatre. Orpheum has the closing week in Memphis, 
val and Curley’s, go in for “name” of Jan. 1. He's been with MCA ‘lated for the Radisson hotel, Min ; 
' >. : lis Dec. 29. They'll follow been extensively and tastefully re- Tenn., Feb. 2 to 8. 
attractions and offer pretentious the past eight years. Prior to that TC®PO'S. oad ‘furbished d th t 

a eg show entertainment. There he was part of a dance team. with the Baccara, Paris, Feb. 1. ane mm adiine the — ee ~ 
a = j : . . . . ° 
fovea A hoo lesser niteries johnny Souther of the Cleveland ble of playing anything in legit Loew’s Penn, Pitt, Sets 

' © Beer shows, te. MCA office is also exiting as of or vaude. The forthcoming vaude F kie Lai for J 19 

: : New Year's Day. Joey Adams will be the first since the house rankle Laine for Jan. 

= Rubinoff Convinced | _was reopened in September. Pittsburgh, Dee. 27. 

. Denison, Tex., Dec. 27. reprises —_ Penn theatre, Loew deluxer here, 
Rubinoff and his violin will play wn Pix Bartel’s Foreign Dates !! be playing its first stage show 
thei concert hoe an Sen | Mel Martin's French Pix |) More Truth Than Roms, os. 10, [lo mere Sen ‘eyssee oben Drente 

: n e : . . . ; 

the Altrusa Club and said i on ona a & Comedy With cafe and film engagements [ast flesh there was in middle of 

sorry but “Denison is too small a Dancer Mel Martin, current at keeping her busy, American singer 1934 when Cab Calloway topped 

town and I won't be able to be Lido, Paris, has been assigned ~ a Jean Bartel (former “Miss Ameri- the pill. Since then house has 


i aa | 


Pley.” Infuriated Altrusa members 
Promptly prepared a breach of 
contract suit against the violinist 
+ prepared to serve papers when 
© appeared in Dallas. 

Roce minute check by the club's 
ae with Rubinoff’s California 
eadquarters revealed that the let- 
*r was part of a misunderstanding 
and that Rubinoff and his violin 
Would fulfill the local engagement. 


a co-starring role opposite Niccie 
Stephane in a film untitled as yet, 
to be produced and directed by 
Jean-Pierre Melville. Aside from 
his cafe work, Martin is currenily 
working in the film adaptation of 
Jean Cocteau’s “Les Enfants Ter- 
rible.” Roles in both films call 
for straight acting. 

His Lido contract runs until 
May, 1950. 


| on omusing feature in the upcoming 
44th Anniversary Number | 

of 

| VARIETY 


Out Next Week 











_ca’) is expected to stay in Europe 
sat least several more months. She 
irecently finished working in Paris, 
‘Milan and Rome oniteries, and 
| opened this week (10), for two 
weeks, in Athens, at the Argen- 
tina. 

Cairo and St. Moritz dates are 
jin the offing, then back to Paris 
'she goes for a film to be made 
there. 


been straight pix exclusively. Re- 
sumption, however, won't be @ reg- 
ular thing; Penn intends to play 
only spot attractions occasionally, 
same as its competition down the 
street, WB’s Stanley. 

Acts set for Laine unit here are 
Yvette, Gaynor and Ross, Artie 
Dann and 4 Step Brothers. House 
orchestra will be under baten of 
, Maurice Spitalny. 








io ae - 
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Beachcomber, Miami 
Miami Beach, Dec. 26. 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, 
Mary Small, Louis & Van, Buster 


Burnell, June Taylor Line (7), 
Frank Linale Orch; minimum, 
$3.50 & $5 





Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis 
are back with the same basic com- 
edy that made them the hottest 
thing in town last season. To the 
zany approach of Lewis, plussed 
by the straighting and ‘some’ 
comedy of Martin, has been added 
a cane dance sequence that is hila 
rious. There are fresh lines that 
bring howls; new bits of biz from 
their remembered routines and, 
overall, the stint is tightened to 
make for a more potent impact 
that leaves the house begging for 
more 

Last-minute replacement for Kit- 
ty Kallen, who couldn’t make the 
date. Mary Small is put on the 
spot. But the radio songstress 
comes through with a zingy stint 
of pops and specials. Standouts are 
versions of “Lucky Ol’ Sun,” “It’s 
Only For Americans” and a howl- 
maker, “He’s Too Healthy 
Me.” 

Louis and Van start things off 
fast with their tappings, the twin- 











COMEvY MATERIAL 


For all branches of theatricals 
ee ee eee! 
rUN-MASIER 

“The ORGINAL Show-Biz Gag file 


@ Nos. 1 thra 35 @ $1.00 ex. © 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL: First 15 files for 810 


All 35 files for $30 
2 Bhs. PARODIES, per book $1 
MINSTREL BUDGET... 25 
HU MWOR-DOR FOR EMCEES 25 
3 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. 75 
—er all 3 diff. Vols. for $56 — 
“HOW TO MASTER THE 
CEREMONIES” 
— (Reissue) $2.00 per copy — 

NO C.0O.D."s 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St. Dept. V 
NEW YORK 19 














YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 


when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Laggege, Travel 
apd Sperts Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
mon Street (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 








Night Club Reviews 





| miniature stair dance sending them 


| off to healthy re 


on. 

Production - , June Taylor 
has come up with a varied and 
well staged trio of routines for 
Buster Burnell and the attractive-| 
ly, costumed line. Standout is the | 


|“flapper era” routining, complete 


to the dress of the time, plus the 
lyrics and dances, with Burnell and | 
Marilyn Taylor almost stopping the | 


\show with their “Varsity Drag,” 


For- 


' centive. 


“Charleston” and “Black Bottom” 
versions. 

Dick Stabile, handling the bat- 
oneering chores for Martin and 
Lewis, also works in some straight- 
ing that garners laughs and con- 
tribs a click soprano sax solo. Guy 
is a minor but important adjunct 
to their stint. Frank Linale orch 
repeats impression that it is one of 
besi show-backing units in the area. 

Lary. 


Biae Note. N. ¥. 
Frances Faye, Manuel Rodri- 
guez Orch (7); $2.50, $4 minimum. 





Newest supper club operation in 
New York, the Blue Note, is on 
the site of the recently closed 
Thamar, and is still the entertain- 
ment branch of Bradley's restau- 
rant. Spot has tried a variety of 
policies in the past and this time 
it's going in for name _ talent. 
Frances Faye, who has a draw all 
her own in the cafe circuits, is the 
initial attraction, and is in for a 
week 

Miss Faye, of course, is as capa- 
ble a nitery singer as there is 
around. She hammers away at the 
audience expertly and by the time 
she’s through with her 20-odd min- 
utes, she’s got the crowd in the 
mood for top accolades. Her reper- 
toire hasn’t changed any since her 
previous nitery stand. Preem 
night customers requested her 
usual tunes and thus guaranteed 
click reception. Her pianoing simi- 
larly went over well. 

With the name policy, business 
will naturally depend on what top- 
notchers are available. They 
preemed af®the wrong time of year 
on about two days’ notice, and 
thus didn’t stop to insure a supply | 
of talent. But if they can afford 
a money-no-object policy, the spot 
will get along nicely. 

Manuel Rodriguez Orch show- 
backs and supplies the dance in- 
Jose. 








=_— 








*. 
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Alice Tyrrell : Dick Winslow 





“A REFRESHING TOUCH OF HOLLYWOOD" 


enjoyeda MERRY XMAS white Heasiining at 


— THE BEVERLY COUNTRY CLUB — 
NEW ORLEANS 









| through a series of classical twists 


| partner, as the opening turn, have 


now 


(2ND TIME WITHIN 10 MONTHS!) 
.. + AND MAKING THEIR 


rinst HAPPY NEW YEAR  resowution 


BY PROUDLY ANNOUNCING 
AUGUST V. TOZZI of Hollywood 


AS THEIR NEW 
PERSONAL MANAGER AND DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY 














P. S Wendin’ NEXT for Houston, TEX. (1) 





Foley, Chicago. 
and John Lake. 


| Women’s Hospital, 


Georgie Price 
who shuttles between the wolves of 


Broadway the wolves of Wall 
Street beck to his NVA 
origin 


a whimsical piece 
The Romance of Mal, 


rts 


| comedies, song 
‘that Lewis touch.. 


| 





about 
The Mental Marvel 


an amusing byline feature in the 
epcoming 


441th Anniversary Number 
of 


RI. 2 
Out Next Week 











Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 
John Laurenz, Robert Iglesias, 
Jose Toledano, Pilar Castro, Sic- 
cardi & Brenda, Kali Karlos; Pupi 
Campo Orch, Tito Puente Orch; 
$1.75 minimum. 





For its holiday offering, this 
rhumba spot is dishing up a fast 
and classy layout with a heavy 
Latin accent. Top performers in 
the current show are a group of 
Spanish terpers from the recent 
Broadway musical, “Cabalgata,” 
with good backing from the other 
acts and a couple of modest but 
neat production numbers. 


Trio of dancers, Robert Iglesias, 
Jose Toledano and Pilar Castro, 
deliver their distinctive routines 
in standout style. The two men, 
Aglesias and Toledano, open with 
a fierce flamenco turn executed 
with brilliant finesse. Their solo 
offerings are in the same vein. A 
neat folk dance is rendered by the 
femme member of the trio, Miss 
Castro, with Toledano. Not least of 
this group’s assets is their spec- 
tacular costuming. 


Headlining the bill, John Lau- 


|}renz sings a brace of pop ballads 


with a pleasant manner and 
good pipes. He does especially 
nicely on “Dreamer’s Holiday” and 


“Lucky Old Sun,” earning solid 
response. 
Siccardi and Brenda _ score 


strongly with some firstrate ballet 
numbers. Goodlooking team runs 


with enough verve to have im- 
pact on a nitery audience. Kali 
Kaylos and an unbilled femme} 


a snappy and sexy terping routine 
to warm up the customers. 

Pupi Campo emcees in an in-| 
gratiating fashion with his orch | 
giving fine backing to the show as 
well as alternating on the band- | 


‘stand with the Tito Puente orch 


with solid dansapation rhythms. | 
Herm. 


Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 23. 
Ted Lewis, Geraldine DuBois, | 


| Paui White & Elroy Peace, Reed 
, Sisters, Maribeth Old, Chez Paree 


Adorables und Pierres, Hal Wallis, | 
Cee Davidson Orch, Monchito 
Rhumba Orch; $3.50 minimum; $1 ' 


cover. 





Ted Lewis, as holiday host and 
well-flanked by his own revue, | 
whips up 70 minutes of sock enter- | 
tainment replete with nostalgia, | 


a 


Saranac Lake 
| 


By Happy Benway . 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 27. 
“We the Patients” played Santa 
Claus to everyone o: the staff and 
Variety Clubs 
The heart of every 


personnel of the 
hospital. 


patient beats a little faster during 


the Yuletide holidays, and they | 
take from themselves to make 


other folks happy, like these here 


who wait on them the year around. | 
The “We the Patients” fund is 


, maintained by donations from the 


inmates or their alumni, this | 
year’s kick-ins came from Rube) 
Bernstein, Joseph Fallon, also 
Louis ‘Loew’s) Shantzer. 

After a three-week strictly bed 
routine, Arthur (IATSE) Perry is 
showing marked progress. 
His frau, Jean Perry, will remain 
with him for the Yuletide holidays. 

Among the new arrivals recently | 


|registered here are John (RKO) . 


Wasserman, Gennie (Warners) 


How about birthday greetings to 
Laura (Loew’s) Sloan and Delphin 
(RKO) Streder. 

Variety Clubs’ hospital medico 
who just took over, Dr. Grace 
Moyer, was originally from the 
Philadelphia, 
and Trudeau, N. Y. sanitarium. 

John Rosenberg (Loew's Hart- 
ford) was handed top Yuletide gift — 
‘mn his medico via an all up 
OK. 


Write to these who are ill. ' 


and dance, gals and 
Payees respond- 
ed accordingly; from family groups 


to oldtimers, assuring Lewis with 
‘their husky returns that his kind of 


stuff will go on and on. Dorothy 
Dorben, too, has woven her pro- 
duction numbers into the Lewis 


format, giving the layout a “music| 


hall” touch. 

Lewis’ philosophical approach in 
song, his trademark in showbiz, is 
showcased in his opening numbers, 


“Relax, Take It Easy.” and “It’s a 


Short Life.” Paul White and Elroy 
Peace take over with a terp ver- 
sion of the “Sheik of Araby,” with 
ringsiders getting 


that brings down the house. Lewis 


adds more hilarity with a rovihg’ 
|mike in the audience, asking ques- 


tions for Peace as a “swarni” in his 
exaggerated East Indian costame, 
while White is the ever-attending 
“princess.” 

Maribeth Old, a newcomer to the 
Lewis line-up, exhibits the neatest , 


bit of tricky table-top acro-twists | 


and turns seen in these parts. Gal’s 


|“Minsky Follies, 








belly-laughs | 
from Peace’s rubber-faced antics. ' 
Boys return later in the bill with | 
a satire on ths Iack Cole "sncers' 


Celenial Inn 


(HALLANDALE, FLA.) 
Hallandale, Fla., Dec. 26. 

Harold Minsky production of 
featuring Mari- 
anne, Paul Sydell & Co., Mary Mon 
Toy, Allan Cole, Ray Malone, Ry. 
dells (3), Inga Weire & Boys (2), 
Betty Howard, Marcia Edgingty,, 
Murray Briscoe, Mazie rman, 
Geene Courtney, Line (20), Ken 
Delaney’s orch. Staged by Natalie 
Kamerova; original music, George 

; lyrics, Bob Merri 


tumes, me. Berthe and Freddie 


Wittop; admission, $2-$3 





One of the clicks here last sea 
son, the glorified Lurlesque idea 
as purveyed by Harold Minsky and 
company has returned to the plush 
surroundings of Colonial Inn, this 
time with an improved and slick 
presentation that features hand- 
some production, a group of top 
sole acts, music and lyrics that 
are in the better vein, and an 
underplaying of the strip acts and 
broad comedy featured last year. 
It adds up to one of the best en- 
tertainment values in the area. 

As staged and directed by Nata- 


a looker with a pixie approach and lie Kamerova, the groupings and 


a “rubber” body, and keeps aud, 
surprised and amused with her rou- 
tines. Her unusual control and bal- 
ance is highlighted in a difficult 
stint atop stilts on the table. Gets 
solid kudos. 

Lewis runs through “My Hands, 
My Hat. My Cane and Me,” which 
virtually tells of his career in 
showbiz, before bringing on his vi- 


vacious sOng partner, Geraldine 
DuBois. Pair run through a med- 
ley of oldies, “Oh You Beautiful 
Doll.” “Smiles,” etc.. seguing into 
their “Face and Body” number. 
Latter, complete with punchlines 


and gal's s.a., is a sure click. 
Lewis gave out with his stand- 
ards, “My Shadow and Me” with 
assist by Paul White. “When You're 
Smiling,” “When My Baby Smiles 
at Me” and “Sunny Side of the 
Street.” holding aud’s rapt atten- 
tion all the way. Guy's siick show- 
manship is always apparent, 
whether emceeing his acts, setting 
the mood or pace for a number or 
running through an oldie in his fa- 
miliar chanting style. 















THE THEATRES 
OF THE STARS 


>. » 
} cd 
J BOOK! 











: PERE: ; 








(Continued on page 39) 











MOMENTS OF MELODY 








JON ANDRA 
Carlton and Karrol 
Thanks to Our Many Friends 


for Successful Tour of 
Northwest and West Coast 


Opening Fox Theatre 
St. Louis 
December 31 
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YVONNE MORAY 


Returns to the PALACE, WN. Y., Dec. 29th 


After completing RKO Tour 


Thanks DAN FRIENDLY 
and thanks to the guy |! always bother for more money 


PHIL OFFIN 
48 W. 48th St., N.Y. C. 





Wilton Birdsong 























table. an easel and back stop, swinging 


am 1 offered? 


HOTEL LINCOLN 





“J 
FOR SALE 
Twelve trunks of the finest and most unique paraphernalia ever built fo 
shooting act, including a pipe organ, a xvlophone, a revolving chandelier. * 


trunkful of beautiful rifles and revolvers, a gorgeous set of scenery, a «U" 


ete It buyer can sheet at all, will teach complete routine gratis. Wit 
such air act @ man or lady can be featured anywhere in the world 


GEN PISANO 


and revolving targets. costumes, et: 


Whe 


NEW YORK, WN. Y. 
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parentheses indicates circuit 
P) Paramount 
(L) Loew; (M) Mess; (P) wey Ww ; 


VARIETY BILLS 


bills below 
with ~ Ape indicate opening day ef show 
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YORK CITY 
a ree 


Cathy 
Bettas Rosay 
Earl PY 
Eddie Peabody 
Tong Bros 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Palace (R) 29 
Betsy Ross & 
Hightower Bros 
Bobby Winters 
Owen McGivney 
Yvonne Moray 
Mvrtill & Picaud 
Howell & Bowser 
Torellis Cireus 


Param 
Russ Case Ore 
Roxy (i) 29 


Vie Damone 

Buster Shaver 

Olive George & 
Richard 

John, Rene Arnaut 
Strand (W) 30 

Vaughn Monroe 


Rev 
Royal (1) 30 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Ruth Brown 
Patterson & 
Jackson 
Walter Nilsson 
Calypse Boys 
State (i) 29-31 
Fred Lane 
Nivelli Co 
liison Bros 
3 Freshmen 
1-4 


lola & Thomas 
Chet Dixon 
Ross & Dailey 
3 Hearts 


Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Pickerts 
Ladd Lyon 


G Raymond 
‘Los ANGELES 


Orpheum (i) 28 
Acevedo Trp 


Tommy Trent 

Sen Murphy 

Arthur L Simpkins 

Weaver Bros & 
Elviry 











| Smiley 
| POUGHKEEPSIE 
(P) 30-31 


Bruno Medini Co 
MIAMI 


Olympia (P) 28 
| Rolateers 


Stan Fisher 


| Kemmys 


George DeWitt 
Virginia O’Brien 


| NEW BEDFORD 
| Baylies Sq (1) 31-1 
| Laine & Crawford 


Johnny Masters 

2 Jacks 

PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 28 

3 Rythmettes 

D & D Workman 


' Don Cummings 
| Rosales Sisters 


PLAINFIELD 
Oxford (WR) 


| Jan. 1-2 
| Rice Sis 

| Jack, Joyce & 
| Madeline 


| Lee Marx Co 
| Roy Rogers 
urnette 


Bardavon 
Lew Fitzgibbon 
A & M Havel 
Jane Harvey 
Jack Norton 


| DeVal Merie & Lee 


READING 
Rajah (i) 29-31 


Paycees 
Hollywood Scandals 


Ayres 


Copsey & 
Terri Stevens 


Jam 


| writtie® Geese 


' Myron Cohen 


Herseshee | Lynn Gately 


_ Diamond 

Walter Dare Wahl 
Gloria Leroy 

W. C. Handy 
Billy Banks 
Noble Sissie Ore 
Chic Morrison Ore 
Rigoletto Bros 
Jack Spoons 
Frank Evans 
Tommy King 
Harry Meehan 
Billy Banks 
Harry Armstrong 


El Chice 
Rosita Rios 
D’Alonso Ore 

Havana-Madrid 
John Laurenz 
Siccardi & Brenda 
Pupi Campo Orc 
| Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
| Hotel Biltmore 
| Harold Nagel Ore 
i Hotel Edison 


| Henry Jerome Ore 
| Hotel New Yorker 


“Salute to Cole 

| Porter” 

| Honeydreamers 

Betta St John 

| Jimmie Powell 

K McKenzie 

Don McGrane Ore 
Hotel Pierre 

Mimi Benzell 

A & B Lund 

Sianley Melba Ore 

Ralph Lane Ore 

Ralph Teferteller 
Hotel Piaza 

Lisa Kirk 

limmy Savo 


Bob Grant Ore 


Tommy Tucker Ore | Mark Monte Ore 














BREAK YOUR JUMP! 


At the FOX THEATRE, Sr. Louis 
ORPHEUM, Wichita 





Payson Re Orc 
Nicolas Mattbey 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Maureen Cannon 
Ramoni Ore 
Hotel St Regis 


Fay Carroll 
| Lyda & Yonni 
Frank Stevens 


Hollywood Beauties 
Maecombo 


| 
| Dorothy Ress 
Doc Marcus 
Laurette Foster 
| Monte Carte 
Dick Stabile Ore 
| La Playa 6 
Nightcap 
Ann Hathaway 
Dell Parker 
Darrell Twins 
No 1 
|The Helidays 
| Paul Lynde 


| Downey & Fonville 


i Old Knick 

| Gene Barry 

| Paul Killiam 

| Janie Stevens 

| Frank Wayne 

| Bill Meigs 

Clara Cedrone 

Herbert Kingsley 

Jack Galvin 

Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanien 

Sadie Banks 

| Jackie Phillips 

Denisovs 

Gaye Dixon 

| Sandra Kiraly 

|; Buster Burnell 

Joe LaPorte Ore 


Billy Daniels 

| Dick Rogers 

Lynne Wakefiield 
Penthouse 


Derothy Clare 

Paul Villard 

| Michelle 

| Dave Martin 
Ruban Biev 

Bibi Osterwald 

Mervyn Nelson 

Michael Brown 

3 Riffs 


Fifth Ave 


New Acts 


GEORGE BRITTEN 


Songs 
‘15 Mins. 
Rendezvous, Philadelphia 
In the tradition of the tar- 


lizes in 


(ther afield if the audience war- 
rants. Opening set found musical 
bar crowd noisy, and Britten ran 
through such standards as “Wreck 
of Old 97,” “Casey Jones” 
“Frankie and Johnny.” 


Second time out Britten’s me- 
jodic and warm voice got better 
chance, and he obliged with some 
fetching old English tunes—a beau- 
tifuliy sung “Biack, Biack, Siack” 
and “The Bold Soldier.” A try at 
\“O Sole Mio” taxed his vocal re- 
sources, although it was pleasingly 
|sung. Singer could use stronger 
accompaniment, either larger gui- 
tar or an electric instrument. 

Britten has very large repertoire 
and is good bet for class lounges 
such as present stand, where bal- 











ritten te 
specia familiar American | 
folk items, although he can go far- | Toy 


and 
|the basic concepts to project the 
‘group ideas are classy enough to 


and Allan Cole featured, plus 
the spot acts and comedy bits, add 
up to a steadily building and fast- 
moving production that could play 
most theatres or nightclubs. 
Costuming is in good taste while 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 3 = 





make for applause returns. The 
s.a. of the gals is way above par; | 
accompanying Kameroff - Merrill | 
tunes are in keening with the class. 
staging, and the costuming by 
Mme. Berthe and Freddie Wittop, 
is colorful and in good taste. 

On the solo spots, the Rudells 
trampoline work, with the accent 
on comedy, gets big laughs and 
applause. Paul Sydell and his two 
canines add more novelty and build 
the revue. Marianne and her con- 
tinuous spins to Ravel’s “Bolero” 


ladry invariably gets proper atten-| wrap up a sock hand. Inga Weire 


tion. Gagh. 


MICHAEL BONDON 
| Songs 

|15 Mins. 

| Midland Theatre, K. C. 

| After a summer of singing in 
|““Wheels A’ Rolling” at the Rail- 
'road Fair and a season of dates in 
| the Chicago area, Michael (“Joey”) 
|Bondon returned toe his home 
itown. A personable lad, Bondon 
shows an impressive and powerful 
| bass-baritone voice on such estab- 
| lished songs as “Song of the Open 
| Road,” “Some Enchanted’ Eve- 
ining,” “Ol’ Man River” and “The 
| Lord’s Prayer.” 

| Rep which the young singer is 
| gaining is one more indication of 


i 


|} the growing popularity of operatic | 


and highly trained singers. Bon- 
don’s background is_ essentially 
opera and light opera work. He 


and her two male aides fill in| 
adequately. Ray Malone almost | 
stops the proceedings with his | 
loose-lim.bed taps. Marcia Edging- | 
ton and Betty Howard more than | 
capably fill in the strip side, with 
just a flesh flash at the walkoff. 
Maxie Furman handles the stand- 
ard burley bits with enough imag- 
ination to garner yocks instead of 
giggles; the guy has an inventive | 
quality that milks howls from old | 
stuff. Murray Briscoe's straighting 
is tops. Geene Courtney is an eye- 
catching femme in the bits. 


Ken Delaney orch ably back- 
grounds the heavy (musicwise) 
production. Lary. 


Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, Dec. 24. 

Max Liebman’s “All Dressed 

Up,” with Tom Avera, Eleanor Bag- 

ley, Dorothy Bauer, Kay Coulter, 

Vonn Hamilton, Jacquetta Kieth, 








following hereabouts, 
brought back Lenny 

marked up a sock run in the club 
(coincidental 
(Lewis and Martin) run at the 
Beachcomber for a triple attrac- 
tion that is kee the mid-Beach 
location h . 

Miles, in for a 10-week minimum 
booking, sets up his own under- 
played story-weaving with a mix- 
ture of old and new to keep his 
potency at top level. Kent brings 
another heavy measure of laugh- 
making. He’s taken his fairly new 
“Texan” routine and built it into 
one of the socko sequences around. 
Adding a specially written song 
anent the passed-around tagline, 
“Buddy Buddy,” he wraps up. And 
when Miles joins him in a show- 
afterpiece that revives the act they 
did when teamed many years ago, 
they keep the howls coming to the 
begoff point. 

Addition of Danny Lewis is a 
click idea. The old-vaude delivery 
of the Jolson-Jessel era, in song, is 
in solid vein. Nostalgically, it’s 
more than commercial; Lewis wise- 
ly adheres to the period in tunes, 
scoring with a medley of Jolson 


hits for his topper. Lary. 
Ciro’s, Hollywood 


Hollywood, Dec. 23. 
Joe E. Lewis, with Austin Mack; 
Matty Malneck Orch (10); $3-$4 
minimum, 





Fresh from Las Vegas and load- 
ed for bear, Joe E. Lewis packed 


'’em in at Ciro’s and from the looks 


of things will be repeating the 
trick every night from now till 
Janet Blair and the Blackburn 
twins come in Jan. 6. The noblest 
North Clark Streeter of them all, 
voice a-throb and a-rasping with 




















. Jo Hurt has exceptional volume and power, 3 Yuletid h had th ti 

‘ Martha Wright . ’ P ‘ uletide cheer, ha em eating 

sed instode > Be a —. Laszlo & Pepite ee ee 3 all to b = oe and Sylvia P- g BH y Buy -< out of his palms from lights-up to 

FaM STAGESHOWS Inc. Hotel Shelbourne | _.. F —— . e customers. Quin. -ert Roland, Lou Seiler, Lloyd Witl- all-clear. 

Paramount DOC HOWE New ee &. Shotsie Davis |lis and Susan Willis. Dave Lester Lewis explained he’s too early 
~«— ane - York | piiricia Bright Anare. 6 Dortheo BARKLEYS (4) |}Orch (12); $3 minimum. for embalming fluid and too late 
| Ces Tow eo Foster Roxyettes sume Cy Coleman ini Benson Dance | — for adrenalin, then proceeded to 

Hetel Statier | Lucille Dixon Ore 19 Mins.; | Cc ion. “ ; is h i socki 
_ Motel ersailies ns.: Three ‘urrent production, “All Dressed disprove the claim by socking over 
encexron oy ae ae | Edith Piaf | Palace, N. Y. | Up” is the second in the Latin 10 high comedy routines during 
ee eae” |S Warts Vincent Lopez Ore | Emile Pett! Ore (| The Barkleys have some sure-| @¥arter’s new policy of presenting | his too short 60-minute stay. Smart 
T & M Comino ev Lous Pare Cavanauah 3 |. Village Bare | fire entertainment elements with 2 ™usical revue on its floor. When | layout, handsomely backgrounded 
oe le nae Eee Pred Fassler | Nancy Niland three generations of dancers on the kiaks are ironed out it should | by keyboarder Austin Mack, who's 
Roberta's Cireus | Cariton_ & Karrel | —, 4% ., De Leon & Ryder | Stage. As with all dance turns of | Stack up favorably with its prede- | introduced by Lewis as “my ac- 
CAMDEN Great Harry ° \eeland Geo Moore this type, the formula calls for the | C¢8S0r, “Cross Country” which ran | companist, Blossom Seeley,” in- 
P Towers () 36-2 Al Herman Korn Kobblers Bobby Peters Ore | youthful boy and girl pair to open for five weeks to solid biz cluded “Ghost Riders” (“I wish 
3 B ’ ers ‘ : d +} : > y ‘ eas . s 
Wynn Murray i. jy biieklavers te ‘Village Venevare Then comes mama and after TR ge Fey ‘a by the , - cr a ee Poy ewe | ing rnd 
, | Ned Harvey Ore Stella Broo! comes gramps. Latter is a s ‘ on, it stresses | voice sounds like the all-Clear Sig- 
Sheridan Bros Virwinia Lee rr oer” Ells Larkin 3 lone. He's as agile as any of the | comedy skits, ballet and vocalizing, |nal in a floating crap game ); 
a ae A veg | Joan Shaw ‘youngsters and his dance patterns with standard entire cast opening Stephen Foster racetrack medley 
Sonny ‘Torts Son 1 Only Mazzone-Ab-ott Ders Cygonee Srmmome are really good. Mama contributes | followed by quick blackout sketch. | (“You're only young once but if 
Harvey Stone Vale & Russel | Banks Double Sextet | argaret Phelan. |S0Me sprightly work as do + 5% ———. oo ved “Ne K. . > dyy?- — )s 
ne — Se | Ernestine Mercer ¢ | Emil Coleman Ore | youngsters, but it’s the old gent ° , Z up some solid chirp- | and “Nothing Like a Dame” (“I’m 
Harding aso te CO Lang ‘Troupe | Liberace. ore | who grabs the accolades. s ing by Marijane Maricle, with | no good for television. I'm getting 
Semmy Kaye Ore | Dennis on | Act is okay for the majority of Sylvia Miles and , a, Mos wy be pr Ragged > , 
Blair & Dean | | Ben a Rice CHICAGO | Vauders. pe eetrnal Jose. ‘Seiler. grabs the _next-to-closing o . - testy compelling e J his 
Diek Contino Krazy Sevuis Blackhawn Hotel Stevens spot for fairly solid cowboy kid- | tery in m *)e 
ny orteatel (29 ose eieristD y | Jack Tygett “Spice on Ice” | BOGINOS TROUPE (6) ‘ding routine and Miss Miles and | a — bY at ~ td as _—_ 3s 
Roan c eeue “Janet Campbell Jean Arion ; Mine. : Full Miss Malone team up for okay re- | never drunk as long as you can 
Jack Prof Fabian & ce Harie: ob M ; sults in a “bored chorine” bit. Gals | 
Bob | |, Marna Freddie Nagel Ore Buddy Le Palace, N. Y. each grab solo spots with 7 ae Mee Soe See 
= Gre | acets Pace | gtackstone Hote | Vivian Adams The Boginos Troupe, a European former getting neat reaction with | fom tect ehanted Evening 
Regal (P) 30 _T & M Conine Skating Blvdears , : (“from ‘Detective Story,’ starring 
Smart Affaire Jimmy Grosso Ethel Suit pag SO import, are gxcellent risley prac-| her portrayal of East Side gal frus- | forace MacMahon”): “Ballerina.” 
Fe _ | atece’s Puppets Chea pares | &.Romera, Ders tictioners. outhful sextet in-| trated in her attempt to telephone | 5; “j¢ This Isn’t Love It’ll Have 
Butter ey | Samtone’ kia lwea Lewis + A i. cludes a boy and girl in their boy friend and latter scores with ‘to Do Until I Get a Little Rest”: 
Suay | TORRINGTON Geraldine DuBois | Frank Masters Ore Carly teens, both very lithe and a zany recital of ingredients of «y< 4 Great Day for the Irish.” 
George ty mn  - B. ~ | co — aimer House _— lively. There are three risley beds Smorgasbord. Yiddish style: “Sh “4 J a. “Wild 
ae Hy | Reed Sis” -—-~+ going simultaneously at several; Neatest production number is | spout x. d t. ~~ “Th 
J Colunns | WASHINGTON Cee Davidson Ore | ermen points in the act and some pic-|“True Love,” a g¢olid ballet bit Groom” ‘en’ Gilbert snd Sualli : 
7 . Johnstone aoe, tot (h) 1 | Monchito Ore College Inn | turesque tricks are attained. |danced smoothly by Vonn_ Hamil- | wouid Bs, ‘ae it if a... a 
ane Family | Jerry Cooper Paul ae "Phyllis Ge The Boginos are good for all vis- ton, Jacquetta Kieth, Dorothy today”). 
mitmewn (P) 30 =| Gene Sheldon Lorette Foster von Weismu ‘ual fields. Jose. Bauer, Robert Roland, Susan ‘ 
2gerald | Dolino & Raya Sis Aaron Moric 3 | Christine Nelson Willis and Lloyd Willis, with Mari- |, Lewis asked for a vote of con- 
Henny Youngman | &AST HAMPTON a Nermen, fields HAROLD PARR jane Maricle providing nifty vocal | fidence before doing “Groom.” He 
Harmonicatg | ,,orenade (26 Paul Ciltererson (frank Wagner — | Songs background. Others spotlighted | STE, support,” called up from the 

— | Beve & Evelyn Terry Were Gemmer 8 Mins.: One are Tom Avera and Eleanor Bagley "ight “support,” called up from the 

cry RE Re Lorraine Fortune | ponnetn vecn * who dueted a couple of songs, the | Tingside for their turns. consisted 

State (1) 31-1 | Ken D’Orvilles Don Bradfield Clift. Norton | Palace, N. Y. best being “Begat” from “Finian’s ©f George Jessel, Phil Regan and 

_ Billy od | Carolyn Giibert Harold Parr. who got his start ; ” : Pat O’Brien and all 
BRITAIN | tetel Bismarck =| Les Weinrott as one of the Horace Heidt ew —_ Jerry Ross in a rou- Malneck and orch ay stare 
Leni Lynn Vera Gahan : . tine tap chore. Susan and Lloyd ‘ a ut fore- 
Joe Isbell Bill Snyder Ore discoveries, appears to be a wij oe = and-aft with a rash of tho ] 
“Grend Was” | Jolt Moreno Co Bill Bennett Vine Gerdene = talented youngster, who will make onme ballet “it that is “slightly danceable items. Mike, ’ 
Resinela’ Depenne aoe © W Edgewater Geach | Terie Green out in the vauders despite his overjong and Harrison Muller and | 
Reginald Daponte | 3 R : soy ben Bowe \Glorianna & Long blindness. His affliction isn’t ex- Kay Coulter team up neat! sing- 
‘han Spencer & | Sephanss s Dogs = fiiid Starlets | Mel Cole Ore ploited, but it’s fairly obvious ing and dancing Wi - A bit 
Landis & Sydney ‘ on George Olson Ore Pancho Ore ~ A, ~ when a femme tabbed “Clip Clop Clippety Clop ” MILLS CIRCUS CLICKS 
ernon Little Jimmy eads him on stage. tm ay ; ‘hy | 
Bert Davis pe Be ; Production has the same fresh | 
BLACKPOOL Ballerina» Brisson Bestseller Hymns _ Vocally, he’s okay, but he was quality as previous revue with | AT OLYMPIA, LONDON 
alace o % scunTHoReS Copenhagen. Dec. 13. ill-advised on his tune selection. Fred Fox settings and lightings | 
Gertie Gitana Tommy Buckett When in his native city this sum- For exaample, his “Ave Maria” and Paul DuPont's costumes stand- | London, Dec. 21. 

( tile _ oe eee mer. Carl Brisson recorded some a . ae —— outs. , The choreography by Vonn | Bertram Mills Annual Circus at 
Randol eg Moores Been - or ssion - Hamilton was smartly done and  Ojympi . 
Talbot ore Dusaie Randall old Danish hymns oy — — Lighter and more rousing selec- capably executed by the dancers. Oly mpia, opened Dec. 20 to capaci 
Tower Circus (1) 26 Ken Swan for Nordisk Polyphon. y tions would have set him off bet- Pave Lester's house orch furnishes ‘Y 4udiences, including the Prime 
i = i ee now been issued in an = nd ter, but he scored here anyway. solid musical backgrounds for the Minister and the Lord Mayor of 
Les Freddy & | Sunny Burke have become this year’s bestsellers | Jose. presentation and the cus‘omers’ London and many other notables. 

on records here. > terping. Skits were written by Despite scouring the whole year 

Brisson also recorded Danish jy4MY GROSSO Mel Tolkin, Lucille Kallen and for world novelties, this year’s of- 

Cabar versions of “Ga.way Bay,” “When Impressions Max Liebman and produced by ferings do not measure up to the 
et Bills the Angelus was Ringing, All of | 8 Mins.; One | Liebman. Elie.  ysual high standard established by 

a Sudden My Heart Sings” and his Palace, N. Y. the Mills family. Particularly no- 
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theme song here in Denmark, 
“Song of Copenhagen.” 


Davis Rejoins McConkey 
Kansas City, Dec. 27. 
| Paul Davis has taken over the 
Kansas City office of McConkey 
Artists Corp., a post he formerly 
heid here for a numbers of years. 
- Until the recent switch, Davis 
| had been with John Sandusky, of 





Midland Attractions, for more than | 


a year. 


Jimmy Grosso has still to ac- 
quire the necessary experience for 
the bigtime. He has a good line of 
vocal and instrumental impressions 
and his projection is fairly good. 
He needs further showmanship, 
such as telescoping some of his 
carbons in order to attain pace 
and variety. . 

With a couple of trips around 


the circuits, Grosso should be 
eligible for the better =. 


5 O’Cleeck Club, Miami 
(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami, Beach, Dec. 26. 
Entering the seasonal competish 
for the comparatively small clubs 
here is a problem when it comes to 
setting up the “name” draws that 
can keep their rooms filled. Solu- 
tion seems to have been found by 
Ned Schuyler for his Five O’Clock 


Club. 
Holding over Jackie Miles, in 
himself pos | of a considerable 


ticeable is lack of lions and 
tigers, great favorites with the 
youngsters. 


Of the 21 items listed, outstand- 
ing successes were scored by 
two typically vaudeville offerings. 
These are Hella and her Sealions, 
and Maurice and May, cyclists 
from Holland, with male of team 
supplying plenty comedy. Jacky 
Lupsecu youthful juggler, also 
scored. ; — 
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Paramoun cowboy medley and “Where or 

y we Be | When.” Selection of tunes found 

Russ Case Orch (31); “Samson -pugts: straining for the notes ex- 

and Delilah” (Par), reviewed cept on his encore at the piano. 
Variety Nov. 26, *49. “Egyptian Ella.” 

Fast-talking Harvey Stone 
emerges as high-spot of the bill, 
getting aud completely warmed up 
and yocking throughout his rou-, 
tine. Guy gathers belly-laughs 
with venerable situations; tirade, 
against his wife and the Army re- 
tains its sock impact. 

Three Suns wind with three of’ 





Paramount stage show over the 
holidays is a token idea running 
approximately 28 minutes, because 
of the length of the “Samson and 
Delilah” film. It uses no acts, only 
Russ Case, M-G-M Records musical 
director, at the helm of an or- 
chestra of 30 red-coated and Xmasy 


< wh ight their recording favorites, their 
— ples 8 group & OS theme, “Twilight Time,” -and a 
It’s a fair show, mainly because special ditty composed of pop 


titles, sung by all three. Horse- 
play between Morty Nevins, ac-' 
cordionist, and organist Artie 
Dunn dauring -numbcrs, registers, 


it’s badly paced. Case’s musicians 
and singers when caught werent 
evactiv on the ball performance- 


wise. but whether they were or . Wee 7 

not was something the audience adding comedy relief to their mu- 
wasn’t too aware of. But, where | Sical program. | Act retains pace of 
this could and should have been — a =. con- 
a fine interlude, it turned out to | Louis Basil's po A = tT i. 
be something that drew no more tribs a Chi istmas me ey or nice 


than token applause when the pit teeoffer. Greg. 


finally disappeared. 

Fault is in the selection of mu- 
sic and the manner in which it's 
paced. Case opens with “It’s a 
Great Day” and on the second 
number hits the house with the 
best thing he’s got — a smartly 
staged version of “Jingle Bells.’ 
This has men in the band shaking 
out the melody on luminous bells, 
against a backdrop of falling show, 
capped by a set of galloping rein- 
deer and sleigh which totes Santa 
down one wall of the theatre. 
across the curtain and up the 
other wall. After that, Case's siow, 
overdone arrangement of “Dark 
Eyes.” standard melodies, show 
tunes and pop recordings is anti- 
climax, especially on a Xmas mood. 

Case uses 10 strings, harp, and 
the usual brass, reed and rhythm 
sections and forms a band that 
seemed unwieldy. The eight sing- 
ers, four lads and four gals, do a 
nice job on the material. But, via 
the staging. this show doesn't have 


Fox. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Dec. 24. 


Princess Trio, Lillian Lee, The 
Arthurs (2). Eddie Manson and 
Margery Wells, The Joanides, John 
Paul Lebell, Joan Brandon, Johnny 
Morgan, Joe Schirmer, Frank Pa- 
nus Orch; “The Lady Takes a 
Sailor” (WB). 





After a hiatus of several weeks 
vaude, has been resumed at 
Fanchon & Marco's 5,000 seater in 
midtown. Current layout has some 
good entertainment value, Johnny 
Morgan, a youthful comic, has a 
neat line of patter, a zany burlesk 
of Stokoski maestroing the tooters, 
and a nifty parody on “Donkey 
Serenade.” 

The Arthurs, a couple in eve- 
ning clothes in the opening slot, 
start proceedings off to a good start 
with some roughhouse balancing 
stuff with both executing clever 


a chance. Wood. prattfalls and winding up with a 
or ee re whirlwind jitterbug routine. Ed- 

Earle, Philly die Manson, harmonica player, 

7 scored with his interp of “Ro- 


Philadelphia, Dec. 24. | Danian Rhapsody No. 1” and the 


Dr. Neff’s “Madhouse of Mys- “St. Louis Blues” with his wife, 
tery.” House Orch (16); “They Margery Wells. accompanying on 
Live By Night” (RKO). piano. The Princess Trio, three 


hefty gals, dish out a so-so acro 
routine. 

Lillian Lee, a blues singer, cops 
a merited mitt with her interp of 
“Fiddle De-Di,’ “A Dreamer’s 
Holiday” and “Making Love Moun- 
tain Style.” The Joanides, two 
agile youths, have a juggling aci 





Shrewd showmanship marks Dr. 
Neff’s “Madhouse of Mystery.” 
which is back on the Earle stage 
after an absence of three years. 
Dr. Neff takes his production out 
of the straight baffler class by 
dressing it up with thrill gimmicks 
and spook effects, and it’s solid 


audience stuff. John Paul Lebell, 


a slack wire. . 
youthful tenor, has nice pipes and 


Finale is staged in darkened : ad ae he 
house aid customers get jolt think- | Socks | over “Mattinata,” “Ava 
ing they are being touched (actu- Maria.” and “I'm Falling in Love) 


ally struck by rice pellets hurled With Someone.” 


by girl members of troupe) while 
spider-web effects trail above and 
brush against patrons, all to ac- 
companiment of speok music, 
sound and lighting tricks. 

In the mystification department, 


wins the mob by dishing .out an 
drink called for by the customers 
from an apparently empty cocktail 
shaker. Joe Schirmen talente 
banjoist with the band contributes 
Dr. Neff holds his own. The trunk “Dark Eyes” and “Jiagie Bells” to 
trick in which a Dracula-garbed >ring the session to a close. 
beauty is tied securely inside by ws. 
four males from the audience is | 





unbelievably fast. She is on stage | Uptewn, Chi 

in a flash and the magician is in-. Chi Dec. 23 
side the trunk. Very good also is cago, Col . 
Dr. Neff’s own stunt, the Hindu , Four Evans, Jerry Colonna, 


Penny Singleton, Rudy Cardenas, 
Johnnie Johnston. Henry Brandon 
Orch; “Bagdad” ‘(U). 


basket trick. A girl (this time in 
Oriental costume) steps into a bas- 
ket and the magician thrusts a 
sword into it at every angle, fol- 
lowing which two girls step out. This is by far the best of the 
Effective backgrounds add to the three nabe Balaban & Katz holiday 
clever manipulations and among vaude presentations—and it's regu- 
the items of interest are a spirit jar vaudeville, with Jerry Colon- 
world ballet and a young lady na doing the emcee chores. Four 
who rides around, seemingly. on a Evans, sister and brother team, 
broomstick. Neff fills in at the aided by their parents, are a 
mike with patter and legerdemain staunch opener with their tap rou- 
while his assistants set up produc- tines. Nostalgic hark-back with soft 
tion numbers. Gag | shoe routine sells wel " ; 
. enny ngieton, “Blondie” o 
Chicage. Chi films and radio, keeps in character 
Chicago, Dec. 23. _in her stage appearance. Her chat- 
The Langs (6), Sonny Tufts, ter on screen career gets moderate 
Harvey Stone, 3 Suns, Louis Basil applause and she follows with vo- 
Orch; “The Great Lover” (Par), cal of “Everywhere You Go”. and 
‘a dance bit. It’s no discredit to 
Curistmas layout at the B&K_ the rest of the bill that a youthful 
flagship shoul garner bulging juggler steals the show with his 
prosees, despite expected holiday 4mazing cohtrol. Rudy Cardenas 
ull. Sixty-three minute show uses his whole body to bounce 
packs a wallop of entertainment. rubber balls around, stopping 
Only weak spot noticeable came spheres at will. He also garners 
from Sonny Tufts’ poor choice of terrif hand for hat switching stint. 
songs. Filmite’s encore—that of Johnnie Johnston seems more 
a bouncing, hokish tune which he at ease than when previously 
semi-chants—was more suitable to caught. “Lucky Old Sun” has re- 
the Tufts personality and vocal placed his stock. “Old Man River.” 
aspirations than his opening tune, “There’s Nothing Like a Dame,” 
“Donkey Serenade.” However, from “South Pacific” appears fresh 
Harvey Stone, in his first Chicago: here and he has a clever session 
theatre appearance, registers solid With teer-age femme stooges, to 
as do the teeterboard tricksters, whom he sings, while embracing 
The Langs. The Three Suns, also them. 
doing a first at this house, win Colonna has a hilarious satire 
husky kudos from payees. on bop musicians, complete with 
The Langs depart from the usual regalia, etc. For his yodeling he 
acro presentation via teeterboard starts out with few bars of “With- 
by having three neat looking gals, out a Song.” With “Mandalay” he 
all adept in the somersault and hits the back rows resoundingly. 
balance routines, instead of just His quips and _ clowning bring 
trimming. Guys avoid flaunting plenty guffaws. To tie the package 
the “he-man” approach, adding a up he hits with “It Might As Well 
semblance of ease and speed to the Be Spring.” Henry Brandon orch 
act. Stunts rate boff returns. does neat backgrounding and an 
Tufts opens with “Donkey Sere- interlude on “Rudolph, the Red- 
nade” seguing into “Dolores,” a Nose Reindeer.” Zabe. 
: ses , eOe.ted 
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with one doing some neat tricks on | 


Joan Brandon, femme magician, | 
Chicago, Dec. 23. 


Rexy. N. WY. 

Gae Foster & Escorts, 
House Orch, H. Leopold Spitalny’s 
Cnoral Ensemble, ter Shaver 


Doll,” gets a neat hand for the 


armas Rt at 


which get the nod; 


with Olive, George & Richard, John 224 Moonbeans,” “Tangerine,” and 


& Rene Arnaut, ” 
“Prince of Fores” (20th), reviewed 
in Variety Sept. 24, “48. 





Vie Damone; | 


j 
| 


“My Reverie.” 

Linn Burton, platter turner, and 
Marty Hogan, disk jock, do a crisp 
job of introducing the acts, and 
also laughs with take-off of 120 


The Roxy is giving ‘em a nifty— | commercials on five-minute record 


though brief—production current-. pro 
ly, and the entertainment is there, 4 slick job of backing the 


too. Vic Damone is the headliner, 


and the supplementary acts are | 
Buster Shaver with Olive, George | 


and Richard, plus John and Rene 
Arnaut. 

Damone, the young baritone who 
has made such a phenomenal rise 
durine the past couple of years, 
still manages to garner his share 
of the bobbysox appeal. But he 
had better watch his step. The 
kid has picked up some atrocious 
habits, which probably come un- 
der what he calls “personality sell- 
ing.” 

When Damone first came along 
about four years ago, he had a 
sweet, unaffected style that en- 
deared him to his listeners. The 


youngster somehow has picked up | 


a tremulo along the way, too (as 
evidenced by his “Ave Maria” with 
the ensemble), but the latter is 
something that coaching can cure. 
It's this business of being too 
obviously the personality boy that 
nips him—as if he has been watch- 
ing Tony Martin too intently. Da- 
mone raises his hands high above 
him at the climax of a tune as if 
he were praying for the wuter 
shortage to end: he snaps his 
fingers rhythmically; he romances 
the little girls in the front rows 
with his romantic small talk, etc. 
It just ain’t Damone’s dish. 


His straight vocalizing is still 
pleasant to hear, generally, when 
he isn’t trying to oversell. In short, 
there’s nothing wrong with Da- 
mone trying t achieve a -more 
distinctive personality, but it’s 
something, that takes years to cul- 
tivate well, and Damone is pushing 


ito achieve it. 


Buster Shaver, with Olive, 
George and Richard, are still a 
sock act with their standard stuff, 
the three midgets being as cute as 
ever, with Shaver topping it off 
neatly with his ballroom dance 
with Olive. 

The Arnauts,. with their comedy 
violining, then the bird calls, also 
remain as sock as ever. They seem 
to improve all the time. 


The production trappings show | 


inventiveness, the background com- 
prising a staircase with a shell- 
like aretr.a at the foot of the stairs 
holding the house orch. Kahn. 


Marbre, Chi 


Harmonicats (3), Ella  Fitz- 
gerald, Hammond's Birds, Henny 
Youngman, Mel Torme, Marty Ho- 
gan, Linn Burton, Marty Gould 
Oren; “Bagdad” (U). 





First revue in this west side 
|nabe in the past 15 years found 
one of the most enthusiastic audi- 
ences. 
120 minutes, and_ might have 
lagged a bit, the fhatinee crowd 
ate it up. 
| The Harmonicats, faves here, 
open the show with such a fast 
‘pace that it was difficult for the 
others to follow. Trio, with the 
exception of “Peg O’ My Heart.” 
have dropped all the oldies and 
sock over some new tunes. They 
give a fast treatment to “Lover” 
with double-time lip work on the 
harmonicas, and follow with torrid 
mouthing of “Harmonica Boogie,” 
which has Al Fiore, rotund mem- 
ber, in a bit of fancy trucking. 
Group refurbish “Heart” working 
on a dark stage with phosphores- 
cent instruments and gloves for 
hefty hand. For encore, “Holiday 
Polka,” wins them a beg-off. 

Ella Fitzgerald also registers, 
especially with the older payees, 
with version of “East of the Sun.” 
Moving over into the hit parade 
category, she gives with “Don't 
Cry, Joe,” interpolated with the 
oldie, “Happiness is a Thing Called 
Joe.” For finale she gets chuckles 
with her impresh of Louis Arm- 
strong’s gravel voice treatment of 
“Basin Street Blues.” 

Hammond's Birds are a good 
sight act, with trained cockatoos 
getting the awed attention of the 
younger set. Finale of featured 


| Timberg, who's been on the boards | 
_for more years than he may care 
|to admit. | 


gram. Marty Gould's mn does 
Zabe. 





Palace, N. ¥. 


The Barkleys (4), Jimmy Gros- 
so, Harold Boyd & Runaways (3), 
Harold Parr, Doris Patts & Mrs. 


Waterfall, Sharkey the Seal, Her- | 


man Timberg with Graham Sisters 
(2), Boginos Troupe (6); “And 
Baby Makes Three,” reviewed in 
Variety Nov. 30, '49. 





The Paiace theatre, now playing 
its last full bill of "49, has proved 
several things, primarily, the en- 
tertainment value of = straight 
vaudeville nicely presented, 


and the fact that there are plenty | 


of good turns among the oldtimers 
and the newcomers. 


The Palace by now has estab- 
lished itself along Broadway. It’s 
got an assured clientele who come 
for stageshows alone. It's true that 
many of them are in the upper 
age-brackets, indicating that here 
was a market long unexploited. 
The greatest need of this theatre 
today is to attract a regular clien- 


tele cf younger elements which 
would assure a continuing pa- 
tronage. 


It would have been to the great- 
er credit of the theatre if it was 
able to round out the current an- 
num without repeating an act (of 
course, the reprise of the first RKO 
roadshow excepted). It’s been a 
tough grind for the house toppers 
in getting sufficient material with- 
in the limited Palace budget, and 
generally Sol A. Schwartz, RKO 
veepee in charge of theatres et al, 
have done excellently in feeding 
this house with talent. The first 
act to repeat is Doris Patts and 
Mrs. Waterfall, based on the act 
by Nan Rae and Maude Davis, 
whose session is built on solid com- 
edy premise and again their in- 
terview act comes off well. 

This bill has a multitude of new 
faces, including the Barkleys, who 
seem to have been around; Jimmy 
Grosso, Harold Parr and the Bogi- 
nos Troupe, further described in 
the New Act column, and one 
name of a former era, Herman 


Timberg, father of Tim Herbert. 
Jr., has allied himself with the 
youthful Graham’ Sisters (2) to 
prove that his turn has as much 
entertainment for today’s theatre- 
goers. Timberg hasn't lost his skill 


j}at dancing or comedics and fid 


‘dling. The girls are lookers | 
with | 
rg’s style, and session comes | 


While the show ran over | 


integrate themselves. well 
Tim 


off well. 


Harold Boyd and the Runaways 
similarly haven't appeared on 
Broadway for a number of years. 
This knockabout trio have some 
good acrobatics, but comedy inter- 
polations aren't too 
get over, nevertheless. 

The standare turn on the show 
is Sharkey the Seal, as intelligent 
a mammal as ever graced this 
stage. As always, boffola. Jose. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 24. 
Billy De Wolfe, Ginny Lowry. 


Bob Robinson & June Martin, Ray. | 


mond Chase, Ralph English: Les 
Rhode House Orch; “Story of Sea- 
biscuit” (WB). 





Holiday shew on tap is pleasant 
fare for the vaude regulars here. 


In Billy De Wolfe there is a 


topliner who wraps up all the way. 


with his comedics and _ gab. 
Straight-panned or mugging, he 


clocks a steady series of yocks, 


topped by his standard drinking 
bit + ees on a-prim Mrs. Murgat- 
coyd. 


In emcee spot Ralph English 


‘handles the intros in warm man- 


group storming miniature fort is. 


particularly socko. Henny Young- 
man gets a laugh when he comes 
onstage wearing a racoon hat, but 
he has slow going with his quips, 
more in the adult vein, until he 
gets into the saga of his life and 
search for his childhood sweet- 
heart, Sally, which brings down the 
house. 

Mel Torme has a fast and sea- 
sonal opener with “Jingle Bellis,” 
but slows the pace with his own 
tune, “Christmas Song,” which 
would be better received midway 
in the stint. “Oh, You Beautiful 


**-, “een ene . . . * 


ner and in own spot mixes jug- 
gling, comedy and acre work to 
9 effect for resounding recep- 
on. :; 

Teeoff ta 
tin are wel 
Latin-rhythmed routine a heavy 
mitt-earner. Song department is 
capably handled by Ginny Lowry, 
whose versions of the pops are 
ear-pleasing. ° 


of Robinson & Mar- 


Almost stealing the show, Ray-' 


mond Chase’s concertina art 


‘had them going from his first of- 


fering. 

Les Rhode and house orch were 
ro | on the bac ndings 
t off matters with a well staged 
Christmis fantasy. Lary. 


the | 
lure of the Palace, N. Y., marquee, | 


forte. They 


worked out, with the 


Capltol. N. Y. 
reddy Duchin fag ie 
|Marco, Mitzi Green with Irvin. 


| Actman, Kanazawas (3); “Adam's 
_Rib” (M-G), reviewed in Vanirry 
| Nov. 2, °49. 


The Capitol’s current show com. 
prises a class layout with its vari. 
ous components familiar to the up- 

strata of cafegoers. Eddy 
chin and the De Marcos are 
playing their first date together 
since their appearance at the Per- 
sian Room of the Hotel Plaza sev- 
eral years ago. Mitzi Green is an 
annual draw at the Copacabana 
N. Y., and the Kanazawas are 
familiar to the vaude clientele. 

It's a show of topnotch playing 
values, but with more appeal to 
evening audiences. Situation is es 
pecially evident this week, when 
the holiday matinee trade is at its 
|peak and daytime audiences are 
loaded with juve trade. 

However, the quality of the la, 
out is solid for any audience. The 
Duchin crew with an instrumenta 
tion of five reeds, six brass and 
three rhythm plus maestro’s ivor\ 
_contributions, has an appealing set 
of numbers. The band’s efforts are 
presented in showmanly form with 
|Duchin’s solos giving lift to pro 
|ceedings. The band isn’t assigned 

to many spots on its own, but 
what’s offered is good. Vocalist 
Tommy Mercer gives good account 
with “There's No Tomorrow” and 
“Old Master Painter.” 

Tony and Sally De Marco can 
provide elegant dance designs 
within minimum amount of space 
This faculty comes in handy ow: 
the Cap’s comparatively § sma!! 
space in front of the bandstand 
Their terpings achieve niftiness in 
a series of eye-appealing routines 
They impress with their charm as 
well as their terpability, and their 
encore is well-deserved. 

Mitzi Green’s portfolio of im- 
pressions are among the best con- 
trived in the business. They're 
clever and authentic, and her top- 
line delivery gets the crowd's a 
colade. Her delineation of the 
Brooklynese phone conversation 
Sophie Tucker, Cantor and a few 
others provide an extremely en 
tertaining session. Irving Actman 
who accompanied Maurice Cheva 
|lier on his solo recitals in this 
country and who scripted sever:! 
scores for the Copacabana. N. Y. 
provides Miss Green's piano ac- 
companiment. 

The Kanazawas, of course. hit it 
off well with their risley, especia!- 
ly when there’s a big portion of 
youngsters in the audience 

Jose 


Southtown, Chi. 


Chicago, Dec. 23 

_ “Dick Contino Show,” with Con 
tino, Pat Therault, Mystery 4, Jer 
ry Rothass, Ann Gilbert, Joh. 
Mungall, Glenn Piggott, Jol 
Tullucci, Nadine Jansen, Richard 
Melari, Dirieland Band (6): “Red, 
Hot, and Blue” (Par). 











Horace Heidt radio amateur 
| winners, under the aegis of Dick 
Contino, are taking on polish and 
prove potent holiday fare for the 
return of vaude to this southside 
B&K house. What might be miss- 
ing in attendance was made up for 
by an appreciative audience. 

Contino, accordionist and emcee. 
has developed a pleasing person- 
ality, dropping many of the exag- 
gerated mannerisms he started 
with. Opening the show with key- 
ing of “Lady of Spain,” maestro 
| has midway session with “Lime- 
| house Blues,” but falls somewhat 
flat with his own song, “Bella, Mia.’ 
a draggy piece. For closer he does 
“Malaguena” and “Contino Boogic " 

First of the winners is Pat 
Therault, who gets nice response 
for “Chinatown” on the banje. The 
Mystery Four, ow of youngsters. 
using homemade instruments. p!us 
two guitars, register with hokey 
treatment of “Mountain Music” 
and repeat it with “Moma, Don't 
"Low No Music Here.” Jerry Roth- 
as starts out on the xylophone on 
“Jolly Caballero,” switches to drum 
stocks on the floor and chair. a | 
Powell; carries on the theme to 
_the piano, and finally ends up at 
the drums for solid skinbeating 

Ann Gilbert shows promise with 
her chirping of “Lucky Old Sun. 
displaying some fine phrasing ard 
clear diction. Opening the second 
half of the show, Johnny Mungi!l. 
Irish tenor, gets nifty applause for 
his high-falsetto, especially ith 
“Trees” and “When Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.” 

Glenn Piggott, pianist, does 4 
neat job on “Louisiana.” Jolnn) 
Tullucci has a iittle different trea'- 
/ment of imitation of band instrv- 
ments. 

Nadine Jansen, tall gal. patterns 
herself slightly after the 5S«'@ 
Vaughan school in novelty, “Dor! 
| Stop Now.” Then takes over tle 
trumpet for a few bars, beats 0 
a bit of boogie on the ‘88 and et 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Dramatists Guild Maps New Contract 


Pending Final 


Say on Basic Nix 





Pending appeal and final deci- 
sion on the nullification of its min- 
imum basic agreement, the Dra- 
matists Guild is planning to work 
out terms of a new general produc- 
tion contract which it intends to 
negotiate with individual Broad- 
way managements. That procedure 
has been adopted by the organi- 
zation’s council, on the advice of 
its new general counsel, Arthur 
Garfield Hays. 

The Guild has determined to go 
ahead with an appeal against N. Y. 
supreme court justice Simon H. 
Rifkind’s decision of last summer 
declaring the - minimum basic 
agreement a violation of the anti- 
trust laws, but filing of the action 
must await issuance of the text of 
the decree. Meanwhile, the basic 
agreement is not officially in ef- 
fect, although its terms are being 
observed by virtually all authors 


and managements, and new pro-| 
ductions are being done in gen-| 


eral accord’ with a “recommended” 
form contract issued by the Guild 
to its members. 

According to Guild council mem- 
bers it’s now figured that a new 
minimum basic contract could 
probably be drafted to conform to 
the Rifkind opinion, but the diffi- 
culty is said to be in proviaing tiie 
power of enforcement.for such a 
pact. It’s generally agreed that a 
new pact probably couldn't include 
a guild-shop clause, but it gets 
around that by providing a tiny 
loophole for managements to deal 
with non-members of the Guild. 

Guild leaders believe that the 
problem boils down to a necessity 
of finding some method of drafting 
a new basic agreement that will 
offer an advantage to members 
without actually requiring anyone 
to join. Idea is that until such a 
setup is worked out the Guild can 
go along with its members using 
the recommended contract as the 
basis for individual negotiations 
with managements. 

If and when abuses occur, they 
may be u:ed as the basis for re- 
visions of the recommended pact, 
and the preventive measures can 
be incorporated into the proposed 
new basic agreement. 


Unschooled in Legit 
Methods, Pair Seek 
- To Invest in Shows 


Subject of speculation in Broad- 
way producer circles is a Bernards- 
ville (N. J.) couple who are seeking 
te invest in various new shows. 
Somewhat diffident manner of the 
pair, plus the apparent fact that 
they have no show business con- 
nection and are unversed in pro- 
fessional theatre methods, has oc- 
casioned comment. 

They are Harry and Ruth Lind- 
ner. He is said to be a retired 
businessman, and they explain that 
they have put aside part of their 
savings to invest in small amounts 
in various different productions. 
They add that they have always 
loved the theatre and wart to help 
it and increase employment. They 
hope that by spreading their in- 
vestments they will avoid heavy 
losses. 


PITTSBURGH LOOKS 
SET ON BOOKINGS 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 

After a somewhat shaky season, 
including a number of successive 
dark weeks, Nixon theatre finally 
looks set for a string of solid book- 
ings. At least present lineup will 
carry house straight through Janu- 
ary, and things look promising 
after that as well. 

Monty Woolley in currently in 
Man Who Came to Dinner.” 
Which unshuttered town’s only 
legit spot after fortnight of dark- 
hess, and Sarah Churchill and 
Jeffrey Lynn follow next Monday 
- in “The Philadelphia Story.” 
- seyery Bloomgarden's new produc- 
on of Mel Dinelli's “The Man” has 

n booked week of Jan. 9, pre- 
a Katharine Hepburn's “As 
L. Like It,” under subscription 
‘cet and Susan Peters in 

Tretts of Wimpole Street.” 


Kenneth 
Y. Monday 











returned to 


N r 
: (26) after an exten- 


sive concert tour in Europe. Bas- 
the  g°,,aPPeared in England for 


Co. 


8-Year-Old Overcomes 
Bad Firstnight Jitters 


Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 
Brandon de Wilde, eight-year- 
old actor making his debut in 
“Member of the Wedding,” had 
| Stage-fright so badly just before 
the play’s premiere here last 
Thursday night (22) that there was 








several moments’ question whether | 


| the opening curtain would have to 
be held. During rehearsals the 
youngster had been told about 
playing to an audience and waii- 
ing for laughs, but when he heard 
|the “overture” and the conversa- 
|tional hum out front just before 
the performance was to start he 
became panicky. 
| Despite reassurances from the 
show's leads and from stage man- 
ager Jus Addis, young de Wilde 
said he'd forgotten his lines and 
begged not to have the curtain 
raised. However, after being com- 
forted by his actor-parents, Fritz 
and Eugenia de Wilde, he dried his 
eyes and agreed to go on. After 
getting a hand on his first exit, 
the kid was completely composed 
and, according to other cast mem- 
bers, wa--ths--enly one to give a 
letter-perfect performance. 

His critical notices were excel- 
lent. 


Slight Profit In 
‘Smoke’ Tour 


Tour of “Summer and Smoke.” 
scheduled to end Jan. 7 in Boston, 
will probably wind up with a small 
profit. Cost of sending out the pro- 
duction, about $12,000, was finally 
earned back during the Philadel- 
phia engagement. There was a 
small loss last week in Baltimore, 
but that will probably be more 
than regained during the current 
holiday week and the final one in 
Boston. The show is on Theatre 
Guild subscription. 

Margo Jones, who produced the 
Tennessee Williams drama on 
Broadway, is presenting it on the 
road in partnership with the Shu- 





financing. Miss Jones’ 
the profits will be distributed 
among the backers of the original 
production, which involved a loss 
‘of about $70,000 on the $100,000 
| investment. 

| There is interest in the film 
rights to the play, so it still has an 
| additional potential return on the 
venture. 





| David Garney, pantomimist, will 
give a.one-man show at the Weid- 


, man Studio-Theatre, N. Y., Jan. 8. 


berts, who supplied the necessary | 
share of | 


} 


| 











You Figure It Out! 

Katharine Bard, who plays 
Lynn Fontanne’s daughter in 
the first and third acts of “I 
Know My Love,” also went on 
as the star’s mother in the 
second act at a performance 
last week when Lily Kemble- 
Cooper, who regularly has the 
part, was ill. Because of the 
unorthodox time sequence in 
the play, the double assign- 
ment involved a complex se- 
ries of characterizations. 

Thus, her age in the first 
and second acts was supposed 
to be about 40, and in the 
third act it was around 20. 
Also, it meant that in the sec- 


oF ant ata, cgree . oteasd he 
Otte “GCU out Was Frazpieg <fF-~-; 


own grandmother. 
Sh 9 Fy . 9 
oes, rillai 


Total 3006 Net 
In Tour Windup 


Combined profit of about $300.- 
000 has been earned by two Broad- 
way musicals ending long road 
tours next Saturday night (31). The 
shows are “High Button Shoes,” 
which folds at the Home theatre, 
Oklahoma City, and “Finian’s Rain- 
bow.” which shutters at the Shu- 
bert-Lafayette, Detroit. Former 
has paid a profit of approximately 
$145,000 and the latter has netted 
around $150,000. Each was financed 
at $200,000. 

“Shoes,” produced by Monte 
Proser & Joseph Kipness, made vir- 
tually all its profit during its 727- 
performance run on Broadway. Al- 
though it played a few successful 
road stands, grosses in recent 
weeks have been disappointing, in 
several instances involving sizeable 
losses. A touring production, sep- 
arately financed at $150,000, earned 
back its investment but failed to 
make a profit. 

“Finian,” presented by Lee Sab- 
inson and William R. Katzell, 
played 725 performances on Broad- 
way. The original production made 
money on the road last season, but 
had only a few healthy stands when 
it went out again this season, and 
wound up with a loss for the re- 
peat tour. That was despite what 
Sabinson calls the “cooperative and 
understanding” attitude of co-au- 
thors E. Y. Harburg, Fred Saidy 
and Burton Lane in accepting roy- 
aity cuts. 


é ? ? 
Sorrows’ for B’way 
“Deirdre of the Sorrows,” J. M. 

Synge drama presented for three 
performances recently by the Abbe 
Practical Workshop, N. Y., may be 
produced on Broadway by Michael 
produced on Broadway by the same 
group, but under the management 
of Michael Myerberg. Dorothy 
McGuire is sought as star. 











Play drew unusually favorable 


notices from N. Y. first-stringers. 
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Weekend Hike to $6 for Straight 


Plays Closely 


Watched by Mors. 


New move to increase the box- 





Eddie Dowling Quits 
Houston Stock Co. 
Houston, Dec. 27. 


Dowling left the Houston Players, 
but the organization will continue 
active under the direction of Ralph 
Meade, co-director, with Dowling. 
Dowling. one of the founders of the 
new professional organization, sud- 
denly severed his connection with 
the Players and left for the east. A 
reorganization of the outfit is pend- 


ing. 


A major problem is whether the 
company will continue to use the 
River Oaks theatre, an Interstate 
house turned over to the Players 
through an arrangement between 
Dowling and R. J. O’Donnell, v. p. 
and general manager of the Inter- 
state circuit. The original agree- 
ment called for the presence of 
Dowling in the company. 


Last-Minute 
Wedding’ Buy 


Two small backers of “Member 
of the Wedding” bought into the 
show at the last minute and under 
unusual circumstances. One _ is 
Lenore Bushman, feature writer 
for the Philadelphia Daily News, 
who invested $250 after interview- 
ing Carson McCullers, the author. 
The other is Stella Adler, actress- 
wife of Harold Clurman, director 
of the play, with a $375 share. It's 
the first time she’s ever invested 
in a production, and she did it 
without his knowledge. 

When Miss Gbushbman expressed 
a desire to buy into the show there 
were no more available shares. 
However, she was given a piece of 
the $2,500 slice held by a syndicate 
headed by Terry Fay, assistant in 
the office of Robert Whitehead & 
Oliver Rea, producers of the play. 

In the case of Miss Adler, she 
didn’t read the script or attend any 
rehearsals until the run-through, 
but arranged to invest after the 
company, including her husband, 
left for the Philadelphia tryout. 

Other investors in the $75,000 
production include Whitehead, 
$3,900; Rea, $9,200; W. Herbert 
Adams, attorney for the producers, | 
$34,000; Barry Hyams, their press- | 
agent, $2,600; Henry Morgenthau, | 
III, $750; Lester Palakov, who de- 
signed the scenery, $600; Virginia 
Bolen (Mrs. Whitehead), $600; Mrs. 
Rea, $500; James Holden, a mem- 
ber of the cast, $500, and Mrs. Leo 
Mittler, wife of the film director, 
$375. General partners are White- 
head, Rea and associate producer 
Stanley Martineau. 
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office scale for straight plays is 
being closely watched in legit cir- 
cles. The upped price, effective Fri- 
day and Sa nights, applies 


‘to the two openings of last week, 
Broadway actor-producer Eddie | 


“Caesar and Cleopatra” and “Rat 
Race,” and has been announced 
for the incoming “As You Like 
It.” Policy may be particularly sig- 
nificant in view of the agitation in 
some managerial quarters for a 
reduction in ticket prices as a 
come-on to win back dwindling 
legit audiences. 

Fact that last week’s two open- 
ings had varying critical recep- 
tions may provide a clearer indi- 
cation of the effect of the boosted 
scale. It may be that; as many 
managers believe, the public will 
pay anything to see a hit and won't 
pay anything for a flop. However, 
the higher b.o. tap Friday and Sat- 
urday nights may merely push 
some patronage to the _ earlier 
nights of the week, thus tending 
to offset the present preponder- 
ance of weekend business. 

At capacity attendance, the Fri- 
day-Saturday price rise is figured 
to up the week's gross of each show 
about $1,500. However, it may ac- 
tually lift the week's take even 
higher, since it may stimulate busi- 
ness other nights, thereby boosting 
receipts then as well as on the 
weekend. Both Aldrich & Myers 
and Leland Hayward, respective 
producers of the two shows, indi- 
cate that they will drop the higher 
scale if it does not work out or if 
there is undue complaint. 

The price increase for “Caesar 
and Cleopatra” and “Rat Race” 
contrasts with the below-standard 


scale of $5.40 for the musical, 
“Lost in the Stars,” is the same 
as for “Lend An Ear,” a revue, 


and “As the Giris Go,” a musical 
comedy. Other musicals have a 
straight $6 top, except “Miss Lib- 
erty,” which is $6.60. When ‘Girls” 
was at the Winter Garden, before 
laying off because of Bobby Clark’s 
iliness, it had a $6.60 top during 
the week and $7.20 rap Friday and 
Saturday nights. 

Most straight plays in recent sea- 
sons have had a straight $4.80 top, 
but the recent revival of “Twelfth 
Night” had a $3.60 high. “Born 
Yesterday,” after more than three 
years’ run, halved its top last sum- 
mer to $2.40. 


Margaret Webster Cites 
‘Good, Young Actors’ 
Now Available in N. Y. 


There are more good young 
actors in New York now than at 
any time in memory. That is the 
opinion of Margaret Webster, cur- 
rently producer-director of a tour- 
ing Shakespeare repertory troupe. 

“I've never seen so many young 
actors of skill and promise,” the 
actress-director says. “I believe 
the reason is the war. So many 
of them saw active service in the 
Army or Navy. The experience 
broadened them, gave them a ma- 
turity and a perspective they could 
never have gotten otherwise. 

“It is true that the years in the 
service meant that much lost time 
and training in the theatre. But 
I think the experiences they had 
in the war more than compensated. 
The difference can't be proved, 
and it certainly can’t be measured, 
but I believe it’s evident in the 
more perceptive, more fully di- 
mensional and more authoritative 
performances they are giving to- 
day.” 


LEAD UNSIGNED, SO 
‘LADY’ BOW DELAYED 


Jan. 9 opening of “Lady From 
Paris” in Boston has been post- 
poned due to inability of producer, 
Fran? Steininger, te line up a 
femme lead in the name part. Pa- 
tricia Bowman, however, has been 
inked as ballerina. After signing 
Monday (26), Miss Bowman left for 
Detreit for a two-week stint with 
a local light opera season, but will 
return Jan. 5 for the new starting 
date for rehearsals on “Lady.” 

Billy Gilbert, Irene Bordoni, 
Helmut Dantine and Della Lind 
are pacted for other leads. New 
scenic production was built at the 
Nixon, Pittsburgh, under super- 
vision of designer Furth Ullman, 
and is set to be shipped to Hart- 
ford for play's epening there. 
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Plays on Broadway 


| the first prizewinner in the | 


The Rat Race 
Leland Hayward production of 
@rama in three acts Garson 
Stars Betty Field; features Barry 
Doro Merande, Joseph Sweeney. Directed | 
by Garson Kanin: sett and lighting. | 
Denald Oenslager; Miss Field's costumes, 
Lucinda Ballard; other costumes, J 
Fretwell, Il. At Ethel Barrymore, N. Y.,' 
Dec. 22. °49; at $480 top, $6 weekends» 
($7.20 opening). | 
Mac 





Joseph Sweeney | 


. . 5 00 cebenees Betty Field 
_ poe sterner Doro Merande | 
Artie Bray .sseseeeeees Rex Williams 
Telephone Man ......-+++ Ray Walston | 
Gus Hemmer ......-+++- Barry Nelson 
Be Merry... .cccseccess Pat Harrington 
Edie Kerry Dennie Moore 
Frankie Jay Joe Bushkin 
Tip Sherman Kane 
Carl Gouswe a 
‘arl’s Girl . ...+.++eeeees Toni Tucci 
aioh er. Spe wenees Hal Green 
Artie’s Man aseeee , Lou Oles 
Police Department David Edelman 
Policeman Paul Shiers 
Waiter Joseph E. Bernard 





Garson Kanin, who clicked as a 
film director and then hit the legit 
author-stager of 


jackpot as the ; 
“Born Yesterday,” hasn't been 
able to repeat since then. His 


newest effort, “The Rat Race,” is 
possibly the closest he’s come, but 
it still doesn’t quite bullseye, de- 
spite a number of redeeming as- 
pects. 

What apparently fascinated the 
author and may have attracted 
producer Leland Hayward is the 

lay’s novel “device.” It must 

ave seemed provocative and 
promising in script, but it is the 
main thing that defeats the show, 
not only theatrically but on eco- 
nomic production grounds. In 
this case, the story itself is strong 
enough to carry the play, but the 
artificial technique gets in the way. 

“Rat Race” is essentially a ro- 
mantic boy-and-girl yarn with a 
“philosophy.” As a sort of double 
narrator-commentator, there is a 
kindly old gent who talks to the 
audience from stage right, and a 
garrulous crone who gossips about 
the young couple from stage left. 
Virtually everything they say is 
either extraneous or something the 
audience already knows. 

More important, their presence 
necessitates a heavy and elaborate 
production, with 
areas an elevator scrim represent- 


ing an apartment exterior, and a) 


fairly complex lighting setup. That 
all not only impedes the action 
and diffuses interest, but it has 
obviously involved a greatly in- 
creased production cost and high- 
er operating expense. 

The alternately comic and 
pathetic tale concerns a disillu- 
sioned dancehall girl who's about 
to be evicted from her seedy Man- 
hattan apartment, and an eager, 
smalltown saxophone player who 
agrees to let her share the prem- 
ises until she can get a new place. 
As the philosophic narrator-com- 
mentator repeatedly explains, the 

irl is living in the past and the 

y in the future. 
present-tense buffetings, they de- 
cide to face the “rat race” of 
New York life together. 

This is another of those cases 
where the author has written parts 
that are better than the play as a 
whole, and where the actors re- 
spond with superior performances. 
As the cynical but basically sensi- 


tive girl, Betty Field gives a su- Second Pala 


rb performance. It is anything 


ut a showy part, but her por-) 


trayal is direct, honest and poig- 
nant, probably the best of her 
career thus far and possibly the 
top performance of the Broadway 
season to date. 

Barry Nelson is convincing and 
engaging as the boy, Joseph 
Sweeney and Doro Merande are 
outstanding as the gabby old busy- 
bodies, and there are notable suv- 
pomme performances by Rex Wil- 
jams as a hoodlum, Ray Walston 
as a telephone man, and Pat Har- 
rington and Dennie Moore as a 
friendly vaudevilie team. Georgie 

uld. Sherman Kane and Joe 


ushkin, whose names are fa-| 
miliary in name-band circles, are. 


plausible as musician-crooks. 

A. a — = oe oe 
ging ment from Danie 
ann during rehearsais, has di- 

rected as tautly as the discursive 
script allows. Donald Ocnslager’s 
multiple setting is playable and 
atmospheric, and the costumes. 
particularly those designed by Lu- 
cinda Ballard for Miss Field, are a 
brilliant blend of realism -_ we 


appeal. o 
The Velvet Gleve 


Guthrie McClintic production of com- 
y in three acts by Rosemary Casey. 
rs Grace George, Walter Hampden: 
. John Williams. 
set by Donald Ocens- 


itaged by McClintic; 
. At Booth, Y., Dec. 26, °49; $4.80 





Rema... ..cccsee: Barbara Brady 

other Hildebrand........ Grace 
© Atha MB. ccovcecce Muriel Starr 
 cccaseseeooeses Naomi Riordan 

ie ses 0Reeeobede Ben Lac 

essor Pearson........-. James Noble 
seceeesecoess Jean Dixon 
Gre@or ...i.ceeeese- John Williams 
r Benton ......... Will Davis | 
‘onsignor Burke...... Walter Hampden | 





“The Velvet Glove” doesn’t hold | 
enough punch for Broadway. This 


comedy 
seanin. for the play 


three playing | 


fier various pug 


md the verge of havin 


Christophers’ annual $5,000 award | 
* “most likely to pro- 
mote Christian ideals in American 
living.” As a sermon on the 
shrewd, mundane way a Catholic 





eseph | must act to bring about the will 


of God on earth, it has a certain. 
charm and flavor. But its appeal 
is too specialized and its material | 
too flimsy for a successful N. Y. 
play. j 

“Glove” is a little reminiscent of 
“Goodbye, My Fancy” in its story 
of an obdurate, narrow bishop op- 
posed to a liberal young téacner 
at a Catholic girls’ college. The 
bishop wishes to have the man 
bounced for his advanced views, 
and the play tells the struggle 
of the various women at the con- 
vent college to circumvent the | 
churchman. There are some amus- 
ing moments and bright lines, but | 
not enough to offset the play’s gen- 
eral pedestrian ace. Some 
superior-grade performances also 
almost persuade one that the play 
is far better than it is. But several 
of the characters are drawn almost 
to the point of caricature, as in 
the case of the bishop himself, who 
is made to appear not only a 
stuffed shirt but something of a 
nincom poop. 

Grace George, returning to the 
stage for the first time since 1941, 
gives a warming, delightful por- 
traval as a mother superior. Walter 
Hampden is as winning as a kindly 
old monsignor. John Williams 
handles the role of the bishop with 
great skill, and Jean Dixon scores 
strongly as an outspoken college 
head. 

James Noble, as the young 
teacher, is appealing, and Barbara 
Brady, granddaughter of Miss 
George, making her Broadway 
debut, is attractive and efficient 
as the mother superior’s secretary. 
Other parts are equally well han- 
died. Guthrie McClintic’s direc- 
tion is fluid, and Donald Oen- 
slager’s set of-a convert head's 
office is accurate and striking. 

Bron. 


Caesar and Cleopatra 


Richard Aldrich and Richard Myers pro- 
duction (in association with Julius Fieisch- 
mann) of comedy by Bernard Shaw in 
three acts (8 scenes). Stars Cedric Hard- 
wicke and Lilli Palmer; features Ralph 
Forbes. Arthur Treacher, John Buckmas- 
ter, Nicholas Joy, Bertha Belmore. Ivan 
Simpson. Staged by Hardwicke: settings 
and costumes, Rolf Gerard: lighting, Jean 
Rosenthal; incidental music, Irma Jurist 
Opened at National, N. Y., Dec. 21, °49; 
$6 top ($9.60 opening night). 

Caesar Cedric Hardwicke 
Cleopatra Lilli Palmer 
Nubian Slave ........ Robert Earl Jones 


Ftatateeta Bertha Belmore 
SEEN. . oecccccecece Ronald Telfer 
DD, + sa6-66 sae 6+0e-eu0 Nicholas Joy 
TD. +265 s6¢ehesen . Ivan Simpson 
DEE. » 56+ 006406006008 Donny Harris 
i +. ccvetes ehete-ob Michael Harvey 
DT. «.cetweseeoeees Norman Roland 


Jules Getlin 
orbes 


a  <. . soe cuhasegaeeée ph F 
Britannus ...eeee. Arthur Treacher 
Lucius Septimius ..... Si Oakland 


Roman Sentinel 
Apollodorus 

Porter R 
First Auxiliary Sentinel 


«eee 


Second Auxiliary Sentinel Jules Getlin 
EL 5-6 6 nt nadie Norman Roland 
PD. ...6¢eneceeeed Harry Irvine 
ST Aton wes eensehsenebede Julann Caffrey 
Charmian cede ary Scott 
First Palace Official Ronald Telfer 
alace Off J Ware 
Maior-Domo . Anthony Randall 
Priest nl Harry Irvine 
Soldiers, Courtiers and Porters: Ralvh 
| Browne, Ernest Butler, Clem Egolf. 
Michael Lipton, Fred Meek. Charles 


Nolte. Arthur Popwell, George Prescott, 
Noel Robineau, Donald Symington. 

Ladies-in-Waiting and Slave Girls: Dolores 
Jackson, Elnora Jones, Royce Kane. 
Tanarra Markham. Courtenaye Olden. 
Dorothy Partington, Jean Pearson, Mar- 
jorie Spencer. 





Sir Cedric Hardwicke was a 
brave man to dare the critics and 
an opening night last week in a 
revival of Shaw’s “Caesar and Cleo- 
patra.” Co-starred with Lilli Pal-| 
mer, Hardwicke was suffering from 
acute laryngitis, and it was unfor- | 
tunate that the premiere could not 
jhave been postponed until such 
, time that the star could have done 
full justice to the performance. But 
even an ailing Hardwicke is still 
an exciting personality to watch. 

“Caesar” has a limited boxoffice | 
appeal at best, and there is no 
doubt that there is hardly any one 
more qualified to play the aging 
Roman general than Hardwicke. 
And Miss Palmer makes a seduc- 
tively attractive capapstoe though 
not always an intelligible one. And 
Hardwicke, who has also directed, 


‘has surrounded himself with sup- 


porting featured players who know 
their way around a stage. 

On opening night it seemed, at 
times, as if the supporting players 
were prepared to meet the worst 


ze —an edgy-voiced Hardwicke who 


several times was apparently on 
his voice go 


‘awry completely. The pace of the 


show, therefore, was frequently 
askew. But with a healthy Hard- 
wicke pacing it, there is no doubt 
that here is a play that can hold 


(Continued on page 44) i 


' short intermission. 


: leads. 
| Kay, is played by Brooke Fleming, 





Edward Johnson 


Retiring at Met After 28 Years 
Sees Promise In 
Broadway's Change 


* . 


an interesting byline feature in the 
vpcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Out Next Week 


Pla 


backers’ shares. 


music publisher Madeline Barta, 


Tuckerman, $1.000. 


$2,000; writer Marion Hargrove, 











‘ °?9 
Prostie’ Rough Talk 
Intrigues Payees At 
Legit-Pic Dual Policy 

With plays like “The Respectful 
Prostitute,” legit should prove a 
boxoffice hypo for films at the Sel- 
wyn theatre or other houses in the 
grind-policy belt on West 42d 
street, N. Y. For the Jean-Paul 
Sartre melodrama, originally pro- 
duced on Broadway by New Stages 
and subsequently presented on the 
subway circuit, is received here as 
an outright shocker. Main reac- 
tion sf the predominantly m2! au- 
dience is laughter at the play's 
rough language. 

Business opening day last Friday 
(23) was big all day, in contrast to 


_the lean takings of nearby grind 


houses. Admission, when the doors 
opened at 10 a.m., was 37c., in- 
creasing by degrees to 98c. at 
night. “Prostitute” runs approxi- 
mately 45 minutes, including 
Entire bill, in- 
cluding the picture feature, “Flame 
of Youth,” runs two hours. 

The Sartre piece is presented 
five times a day, with a cast com- 
prising three alternate sets of 
The title part, Lizzie Mc- 


Elizabeth Dillon and Natalie 
Priest. Male lead, Fred, is played 
by Loy Nilson (who also staged), 


Casey Allen and Joseph Hardy. | 


Other roles are portrayed by the 
following: Negro, Ken Renard: 
Mobster, Alfred Garr; Deputy, 
Gene Ruyman, and Sen. Clark, 
Richard Earle. Single setting ap- 
pears to be the original one from 


the New Stages production. 


As far as possible, considering 
the sensation-hungry reaction of 
the audience, the play is given an 
honest performance 


able as Lizzie, though she seemed 
a bit casual in her opening scenes. 
Nilson played Fied properly as a 
psychopathic case, while Renard 
was believable as the fugitive, 
Gene Ruyman rightly loathsome as 
the Deputy, Richard Earle reason- 
ably unctious as the Senator and 


' Alfred Garr passably moronic as 


one of the lynchers. 


Although a representative of the 
Management read an announce- 
ment from the stage about the 
Brandt's policy in presenting live 
legit in conjunction with films, 
there was no explanation of the 
play itself. And sitfce no printed 
programs were available, the 
screen-educated patrons were left 
to figure out for themselves the 
time and place of the drama. Ap- 


parently they didn’t mind, prefer- 


ring to concentrate on the tough 
portions of the dialog. Hobe. 


U. of Cal. Plans Tour 


Los Angeles. Dec. 27. 
The Theatre Arts Dept. of the 
U. of California has completed 
plans for sending out its produc- 
tions to the university's other 
campus. Tour will cover about 
= a. 
nitial show will be Moliere’s 
“The Miser,” starting Jan. 5 
Santa Barbara. . - 








Veteran Aussie Showman 
Sir Benjamin Fuller 


gives his views on 


Showmanship 


— a on 


an interesting byline feature 
in the upcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
- 


VARIETY 








- Out Next Week 





At the show | 
, caught, Miss Fleming was accept- 


aside StaffLegit 


’ Co., which has given Rouben Mamoulian a share of the 
profits of “Lost in the Stars,” besides his directorial royalty, is taking 
‘the percentage out of its own end of the production, without reducing 
the slice owned by the backers. Arrangement used by most manage- 
' ments, when an author, director or star gets a piece of a show's profits 
is for the amount to be taken equally from both the producers’ 


and 


Investors in the $100,000 production include Clinton Wilder, co- 
producer of “Regina,” $500; actress Amy Douglass, $500; agent Annie 
Laurie Williams, $500; advertising executive Harold Friedlander, $500. 


$500; actress Peggy Wood, $1,000: 


producers Richard Aldrich & Richard Myers, $1,000; Mrs. Marshall 
Field, $1,000; N. Y. Times reporter Arthur Altschul, $1,000; actress 
Mary Mason, representing a syndicate, $1,000; stage manager Maury 


Also Herman Bernstein, representing producer Leland Hayward. 


$2.000; playwright S. N. Behrman. 


$2,000; the show's pressagent, William Fields, $2,000; producer-investor 


| Dorothy Willard, $2,000; lighting technician Eddie Kook, $2,000; Meyer 
| Davis, representing a syndicate, $2,000; playwright Elmer Rice, $2,000. 


ithe show's composer, Kurt Weill, 
wood, $3,000; investor Adele Levy 


$3,000; playwright Robert E. Sher- 


, $4,000; retired ad executive Albert 


D. Lasker, $4,000; producer Dwight Deere Wiman, $5,000. 

Also Gertrude Anderson, $5,000; her husband, the show's author, 
Maxwell Anderson, $7,500; producer Blevins Davis, $5,000; Lucy Mit- 
chell, representing the Playwrights’ Co., $8,000, and general manager 


Victor Samvock, $18,000 (of which 


$15,000 is as assignee for the Play- 


wrights, and the balance on his own). 





Promised action by New York Fire Commissioner Frank J. Quayle to 
curb wholesale violation of fire regulations in Broadway leBit houses 


has not been carried out. 
James E. Sauter, chairman of the 


Immediately after the city official notified 


Mayor's theatre committee, that he 


would take steps to end the infractions, a special deputy fire inspector, 
with power to issue summonses to violators, was assigned to the opening 
of “Twelfth Night,” at the Empire theatre. That was in mid-September. 
However, the special deputy failed to attend subsequent performances 
of that or any other siiow, ana Vividiiuns have sitce Ueced a> fagradi and 


commonplace as ever. 


Question of enforcement arose after Varrety published an editorial 


calling attention to the situation. 
Ed and Pegeen Fitzgerald and was 
dailies. 


The piece was read over the air by 
commented on in several New York 





Statement by Garson Kanin in 


his new comedy-drama, “Rat Race, 


a newspaper article last week that 


" is based partiy on his own experi- 


ence recalls that all his plays have appeared to reflect his own life, as 


have those of his actress-wife, Ruth Gordon. 


parently the first time that the 
director has been the leading one. 


included “Born Yesterday” and “Smile of the World.” 


However, this is ap- 
character representing the author- 
His previous produced works have 
Two others, not 


yet produced but said to have the same autobiographical angle, are 


“The Sky Is Falling” and “For Men Only,” 


Todd's schedule. 


the latter on Michael 


Miss Gordon's plays, in all of which she is represented by the pro- 
tagonist and in most of which Kanin figures, include “Over 21,” “Years 
Ago,” “The Leading Lady” and the unproduced “Kitchen Canaries.” 





Scene in “Rat Race.” in which a hasbeen vaudeville performer im- 


plies broadly that Irving Berlin’s “God Bless America” was stolen from 
a somewhat similar song he'd written years before, was not cleared 


| with the composer. 


According to Leland Hayward, producer of the 


show, the sequence is so obviously intended as a comic reference to 
eccentric, frustrated songwriters that it wasn’t necessary to label it as 


such, or obtain Berlin’s permission to stage it. 


the right to use several bars from 


by the play’s author, Garson Kanin. 


Fiim rights to Terence Rattigan’s 
“O Mistress Mine,” in which Al- 
fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
starred in London (where it was 
titled “Love in Idleness”) and on 
Broadway, were bought last week 
by RKO for $120,000 .. . Reiken 
Ben-Ari, formerly with the Moscow 
Art Theatre and for the last 10 
years a member of the teaching 
staff of the Dramatic Workshop & 
Technical Institute, was inadvert- 
ently omitted from the cast of 
“The Burning Bush,” reviewed last 
week . . . Sue Davidson is produc- 
tion assistant, Jesse Long is gen- 
eral manager, Al Boylen is stage 
manager and William Markham 
assistant stage manager for “The 
Enchanted” .. . Lillian Little is 
understudying Ann Harding in the 
touring “Goodbye. My Fancy.” 

| “Jenny Kissed Me,” comedy- 
_drama by Burgess Drake, was pres- 
ented recently by the Gateway 
theatre, London. Similarly titled 
play by Jean Kerr was a flop last 
season on Broadway ... Barnard 
Straus planes to the Coast next 
week to try to cast leading parts 
for his scheduled production of 
“Howe and Hummel,” Howard 
Teichmann’s dramatization of the 
Richard Rovere book . . . Lee Tracy 
will star in Breck Pemberton’s 
roduction of “Mr. Barry’s Etch- 
ngs,” by Walter Bullock and 
Daniel Archer . .. Clay Watson will 
design the scenery for Richard 
Stevers’ production of “On Ap- 
proval,” starring Edward Everett 
Horton, in Miami. Paula Houston 
= play the femme lead in the 
| show. 


“Manhattan Magic,” new piay b 
Lee Marion and Mary Ellen Miller. 
will be presented by the School 
for Professional Actors at 
Master theatre, N. Y., 
/performances beginning Jan. 23. 


__ Donald Curtis, Carol Stone and 
| Jack Warden will comprise the 
)cast and Frederick Fox has de- 
| Siged the scenery for the Marge 
_Jones-Manning Gurian production 
of ‘Sari Scott’s “An Old Beat-Up 
| Woman,” which will premiere 
Feb. 29 on Broadway after a try- 
‘out starting Jan. 19 in New Haven 


the 
for three | 


For copyright reasons, 
“God Bless America’ was obtained 


j}and a Boston stand beginning Jan 
23... Actress Na Schater 
_leaves tomorrow (Thurs.) to join 
the resident company at the Som- 
_brero playhouse, operated by Ann 
Lee and Rich Chariton at 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
Hume Cronyn planed back to 
New York yesterday (Tues.) after 
spending Christmas in Hollywood 
with his wife, actress Jessica 
Tandy. He will start directing re- 
,hearsals tomorrow of “Now I Lay 
Me Down to Sleep,” starring 
Fredric March and Florence Eld- 
ridge .. . William Chambers, for- 
_merly assistant, has taken over as 
| stage manager of “Madwoman of 
Chaillot,” succeeding Henry Caubi- 
sens, who planed to Dallas last 
week to become production mana- 
_ger for “An Old Beat-Up Woman. 
Arthur Kennedy returned to the 
cast of “Death of a Salesman” .. . 
Valerie Bettis will be the leading 
dancer in “It’s Great to Be Alive.’ 
which Mary Hunter will direct .. . 
Margaret Webster's touring reper- 
tory company will present Shaw's 
“Saint Joan,” in addition to “Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream” and “Tam- 
. ing of the Shrew,” next season, and 
will schedule major cities as well 
as colleges and schools. A summer 
season will be offered at the Wood- 
stock (N.Y.) rors which Miss 
Webster will manage and which 
will be the group's permanent 
headquarters .. . Sam Wanamaker 
will direct and star in “A Legend 
of Good Women,” Maurice Valenc; 
comedy which Alexander S. Ince 
and Joel W. Schenker plan to 
/ premiere in London. 


L. A. Judge Gives OK 


To Sale.of Carroll! 
Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


Sale of the kari Carroll theatre 
restaurant for $1,025,000 was ap 
proved by Judge Newcomb Conde: 
in L A. superior court. Buyer ! 
a corporation headed by Ger 
Mann, who produced the Greek 
theatre shows here last summe! 

Heirs to the estate have agree: 
to the deal. 
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Total Legit Grosses 
following the comparative vased v 's 
Ths pore Bite for last week ayy week of the pment 


boxoffice 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 
BROADWAY Season Season 
Number of shows current pale heer ewe 62 006 e i= on 


weeks ed so far by all shows ... 
be gross Fy current shows last week $478,900 $542,800 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows .. $14,141,000 $14,696,900 
Number of new productions so far 22 35 
ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 


Number of current touring shows reported 21 
Total weeks played so far by all shows... 475 622 
Total road gross reported last week $304,800 $144,000 


€10 119.409 €129 618 400 


Chi Way Off; ‘Salesman’ $1270, , 
‘Story’ $9,000, ‘Kate’ Slips, $39,600 


Chicago, Dec. 27. + 
Three openings over the cene | TSA’ Good $29,000 In 
L.A. Despite Notices 











av weekend hypoed legit scene | 
7. with opening of Studebaker | 


» _ after over a year’s black- 
pee Theatre 





Cuild’s: hi os "es season 
yuild’s thir ay of s 
penne there Senda? (26); “Yes, Los Angeles, Dec. 27. 


“Inside U. S. A.,” despite un- 
favorable notices, did all right 
opening week here and has given 


M'Lord” is there for three weeks. | 
Also preeming for Chi theatre- 


fey Faney.” at the ol and | the legit field a little brighter 


“Student: Prince,” Great Northern, | look. “A la Carte, which has 
Ballet Theatre settled into Cui) 27 “ore week.to go before sins- 
Civie Opera House, also opening ing in L. A., continued to slip. 
on the 26th, for two weeks. Kitty Doone,” at the small Circle 
Meanwhile. “Death Of a Sales-| Players Theatre, goes right along 
man” and “Detective Story” suf- | at capacity. 
fered sovere, dips, —_ a Me, | Estimates for Last Week 
Cate” dro ng to its new iow. | “ ” ww . 
” Activity’ for” New Year's Eve $3 AB. ey —— ~*~ 
looks healthy, despite the past 310.000 ° ppe 
week's snail's pace. “Inside U. S. A.,” Philharmonic 
Estimates for Last Week Aud. (2,674; $3.90) (1st wk). Nearly 
Ballet Theatre, Civic Opera $29,000, not spectacular, but good 
House (3,800; $3.71). Opened last biz for pre-Xmas week. 
night (Mon.) for two week’s with “Kitty Deone,” Circle Playhouse 
near-sellout in advance. (150; $2.40) (3d wk). Still solid at 
“Death of a Salesman,” Erlan- $1,700. 
ger (14th week) (1,334; $4.33). 
Pre-Xmas really hit it with $12,700. 





ith ‘week)” (1,496;" $4.40). Also Pitt Stadium Agr ees 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Harris) TQ 1950 Season For 


(1,000; $3.71). Opened last night | “ 
(Mon.) with some advance activity | Summer Light Opera 


because of Ann Harding's appear- | 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 27. 


ance. 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (14th Symmer opera season of 1950 
— aiipred to $3 one Jeffreys was assured here last week when 
starrer Slip 0 gov ,QWw. Pitt stadium agreed to permit pro- 
Student Prince,” Great North- qguctions for another year, although 
with some changes. University au- 


ern (1,500; $3.71). Opened last 
thorities were at first reluctant to 


night ‘Mon.) for three or four 
“nt per | , i a (1- give an okay again because athletic 
237; $3.71). Theatre Guild's third a a ae 
offering of the local season opened &!idiron turf was damag y stage 
. 3 — and terraced seats down front. It 
was claimed that half of football 


last night (Mon.). 
schedule was usually completed be- 


WOOLLEY-DINNER’ _ 1 i ae 
NEAT 1336, CLEVE. : , 


made to change location of the 
Cleveland, Dec. 27. 


stage to lower end of Stadium, be- 

hind which one set of goalposts 

Monty Woolley proved a potent would ordinarily be, and on that 

b.o. magnet here last week, buck- suggestion, Pitt gave Civie Light 
ing the Christmas shopping com- 

petition and pulling a gross of $13,- 


Opera Assn. ieaders the green 
500 in “The Man Who Came to 


light. Changes will entail an 
added expenditure of around 
Dinner,” at the Hanna theatre. ; 
House has James Dunn in 


$25,000. 
“Harvey” this week and gets 


Katharine Hepburn in “As You | ‘Okla!’ Slim $15,500 


Fain’ Tota $24,600 | sane iitoce Ram 


In Mid est Split W “Oklahoma!” returned to Frisco 


for a third run last week at the 
Des Moines, Dec. 27. | usual warm reviews, with the cast 























| 1,775-seat Curran. Show garnered 
J", a four-engagement week, of the National company rating 
‘Finian’s Rainbow" collected a special mentions. 
total gross of about $24,600 last| First stanza showed only a mild 
week. Musical garnered around | $15,500. It was town’s sole legit. 
tay and Monday nights n'10) nl 
ay an onday n s ( ath ° s 
= Vocational : . Creches. La ‘Brig.’ Lively 12G, 
Toss, - @ . or a : 
single showing Tuesday night (20) Springfield, Mass. 
at the Orpheum, Davenport, Ia., | Springfield, Mass., Dec. 27. 
got another $3,900 in one r-| “Brigadoon” proved a lively at- 
formance Wednesday night (21) at traction at the Court Square the- 
the Iowa, Cedar Rapids. and atre here last week, defying the 
closed the stanza with $6.800 in pre-holiday doldrums by grossing 
four times Thursday-Saturday (22- almost $12,000 in four perform- 
24) at the KRNT theatre here. | ances, Monday-through Wednesday 
Show winds up its tour this (19-21). 
week in Detroit. 
‘ ’ 
Shows ; Smoke’ $9,000, Balto 
hows in Rehearsal Baltimore, Dec, 27 
“All You N One Good) _ “Summer and Smoke,” at 
Break” —Proses ae * B.., Ford's here last week, benefited 
Old Beat-Up Woman” — from subscription season spon- 
Jones & Gurian. | sored by the Theatre Guild and 
7 For a Stained Glass American Theatre Society, wind- 


Window”"—Se . ing up with almost $9,000. 
= Enchanted” — Lowe & David- Blackstone is current against 
“Happy * . Minsky's | “Follies” | at the | re- 
Time” — Rodgers open aryland. Margaret We 
Hammerstein. _ster’s Shakespeare company and 
‘ow I Lay Me Down te Sleep” the Judith lyn company of 
Nichols. “Streetcar Named Desire” are to 


—Stern & 
“The 


Man”—Bloomgarden. follow, in order, at Ford's. 





$21,900 


| Birmingham, 


‘WEDDING’ $5,000 IN 4, 
‘LONG’ $6,800, PHILLY 


week. “Member of the W 2,” 
which ed last Th (22) 
at the Walnut to gene en- 


thusiastic notices, is holding over 
for a final session. 
Last night (26) “Streetcar 
Named Desire” opened a three- 
week ney at the Lecust. Tennes- 
see Williams drama tried out at 


and Kicking,” tryout musical com- 


ing here from Boston. On Thurs-| 


day (20) the Theatre Guild’e hig 
musical, “Arms and the Girl,” has 
its world preem at the Forrest, 
where it is skedded for two and a 
half weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“How Long Till Summer,” Lo- 
cust (1,580; $3.90). Racial prej- 
udice drama got only so-so no- 
tices; $6,800 
ances. “Streetcar Named Desire” 
opened three-week stay last night. 

“Member of the Wedding,” Wal- 
nut ‘Ist week). 
Thursday (22) and got fine notices; 
$5,000 in four performances. 


Hepburn $25,300, 





— Kicking’ 126, 


Glove’ 66, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 27. 

Katharine Hepburn did smash 
with “As You Like It.” which 
wound up its fortnight engagement 
with SRO, even the matinees going 
clean. “Alive and Kicking” sagged 
a little with the seasonal drop, yet 
did pretty wel! while “The Velvet 
Glove” got by. There were no 
openers last week but there are 
plenty this week. 

“Happy As Larry” at the Plym- 
outh, “Brigadoon” at the Colonial, 
“The Merry Widow” at the Opera 
House” and “Summer and Smoke” 
at the Wilbur bowed Christmas 
day, with “Dance Me a Song” at 
the Shubert opening tonight (27). 
Prospects look good until mid- 
February. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Alive and Kicking,” Shubert 
(3d wk) (1,750); $4.80). Shopping 
season hit this revue in final week 
to bring its take down to weak 


$12,000, most of it balcony biz. 
Moved to Philly for additional 
shakedown, with new talent ex- 
pected. 


“As You Like It,” Colonial (2d 
wk) (1,500; $4.20). Sock $25.300 
under Guild auspices. Moved to 
Columbus, O., with a day off, 
Christmas. 

“The Velvet Glove,” Wilbur (2d 
wk) (1,200; $3). Small, specialized 


ithe Walnut two seasons back. To- | 
'night (27) the Shubert gets “Alive | 


in seven perform- | 


Preemed here | 





As various ers predicted, 
_attendance on Weale last week 
| was a trifle better than the previ- 


ous one, thereby breaking the tra- | 


dition that the final week before 
Christmas is the worst grosser of 
| the year. 

Receipts were slightly up early 
in the week, eased off a bit in mid- 
week and anticipated the holiday 
boom by starting a moderate come- 


| back Friday and Saturday nights 
| (23-24). 


The latter night, Christ- 
mas Eve, has always been figured 
the worst of the year, but the fact 
that it fell on a Saturday this sea- 
son may have been helpful. 
Managers expect this week to 
register maximum business for 
the season, with premium prices 
Saturday night (New Year's Eve) 
providing a final boost to grosses. 
There will be an abrupt drop in 


attendance next week, after which 


audiences gave this one about. 


$6,000 on second and final week. 





drama; up sli 


TALLULAH WOWS SOUTH: 


Mobile, Dec. 27. 
In spite of competition from 
Christmas shopping, Tallulah Bank- 
head made a boxoffice cleanup of 
$21,900 in five performances last 
week. Starring in a revival of Noel 
Coward's “Private Lives,” the ac- 


‘tress drew $14,400 in three per- 


formances Monday and Tuesday 
(19-20) 
got 
Wednesday night (21) at the 2,000- 
seat Lanier auditorium, Mont- 
gomery ,and pulled a $2,700 finale 
Thursday ni 
seat ee auditorium here. 
Show laid off Friday and Satur- 
day (23-24), but reopened last night 
(Mon.) for a week in New Orleans 
and then goes to Houston, San An- 
tonio, Ft. Worth and Dallas. 





“Dance Song’ $10,000 In 


4 at New Haven Bow 


New Haven, Dec. 27. 


Despite deadly effect of three 
days before Xmas, preem of 
“Dance Me a Song” at Shubert last 
weekend (22-24) did comparatively 
good business. On four shows at 
$4.20 top, gross was an estimated 
$10,000. 

Current last half (29-31) has 
break-in of “The Enchanted” and 
next week gets another tryout 


when “Happy Time” hits town 
(Jan. 5-7). Ahead are “Tobacco 
Road” ‘Jan. 11) with all-Negro 


cast, and “Merry Widow” (Jan. 
12-14). 


IN 5 SHOWINGS 


held the gross to $46,700 


at the 2,640-seat Temple, | 
$4,800 more | 


t (22) at the 1,250-. 


| 


‘(43d wk) (CD-1,035: $4.80). 


business will level off for the peak | 


period of the season, ending with 
Washington’s Birthday week. 

Last week brought one closing 
and this week adds another, with 
two more set for next week. There 
are three openings this week and 
two more next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Other parenthetic figures refer 
to seatir.qg capacity and top price, 
including 20% amusement taz. 
However, grosses are net; i.e., 
exclusive of taz. 

“As the Girls Go,” 
(49th wk) (M-1,900; $6). 
Clark starrer eased 
should make a sharp comeback 
this week with the field; about $16,- 
000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (203d 
wk) (C-940; $2.40). Garson Kanin 
play finally folds ne~t Saturday 
night (31) after 1,642 performances, 
the fifth-longest run in Broadway 


Broadway 
Bobby 


history; slipped to about $4,000 
last week. 

“Caesar and Cleopatra,” Na- 
tional (Ist wk) ‘(CD-1,172; $6). 


Shaw revival opened Wednesday 
night (21) to six favorable notices, 
two pans and one no-opinion, sub- 
sequent window sale has 
lively; first six performances 
grossed promising $17,200. 

“Clutterbuck,” Biltmore (4th wk) 
(C-920; $4.80). Held its own, and 
should jump with the field this 
week; $12,500. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(26th wk) (D-914; $4.80). Back to 
the standee limit; $24,100. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (40th 
wk) (D-1,015; $4.80). Cops ‘n’ rob- 
bers meller was less affected by 
the pre-Christmas slump than most 
shows; $18,700 again. 

“Diamond Lil,” Plymouth (19th 
wk) (CD-1,063; $4.80). Only one 
more week to go for comedy melo- 
tly to $15,500. 

“Gentlemen Prefer 
Ziegfeld (3d wk) 
New musical smash went clean all 
performances (doesn’t sell stand- 
ing room), but party commissions 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (3ist wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). 
Family draw drooped again, but 
mop up this week, with two per- 
formances every day; $17,500 last 
week. 

“I Know My Love,” Shubert 
(8th wk) (CD-1,391; $4.80). One of 


the few hits not crimped by the | 


Pre-Christmas slide; $33,600. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (5ist 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Inched up a 
trifle in advance of the cleanup 
week; $46,200. 

“Lend An Ear,” Mansfield (54th 
wk) (R-1,041; $6). Has been clipped 
by the seasonal ebb, but should 
share the uptide; about $16,000. 


“Lest in the Stars,” Music Box | 


(8th wk) (M-1,012; $5.40). Has con- 
gacaty maintained capacity; $26,- 


“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Royale 
One 


‘more week to go for the prize- 


winner, then tours; up to $11,200. 
“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (24th 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Also held 
about even; if the expected come- 
back materializes it should soon 
pay off the final portion of the 
investment; nearly $27,000. 
“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (97th 
wk) ‘CD-1,360; $4.80). Laid off 
last week to give the cast a rest; 


had been bettering $30,000 steadily | 


and should be good for several 
more months at that tempo. 

“Montserrat,” Fulton (8th wk) 
(D-976; $4.80). Folded Saturday 
night (24) after 65 performances; 
got $8,800 on the finale. 

“Rat Race,” Barrymore (ist wk) 
(\CD-1,066; $6). Opened Thursday 


Pre-Xmas Week Slightly 
Current Stanza to Top Season; 
‘Caesar’ $17,200 in 6, ‘Rat’ 12446 in 4 


slightly; | 


been | 


Rlondes,” 
(M-1,628; $6). | 


Betier, 


_ night (22) to it pans and one af- 
| firmative —_ theatre party 
| bookings will provide b.o. support 
for a few weeks; first four per- 
formances $12,500. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (37th 
wx) (M-1,659; $6). Neither rain nor 
snow nor seasonal slumps affect 
ihe SRO attendance at this 
Rodgers-Hammerstein smash; $50,- 
600 again. 

“Texas L'il Darlin’” 
(5th wk) (M-1,543; $6). Reacted to 
slump conditions the last twe 
weeks, but has shown b.o. pull, 
and may play through the spring; 
up to $19,500. 

“That Lady,” Martin Beck (5th 
wk) (D-1,214; $4.80). Has also felt 
the seasonal slack, but may re- 
cover; $20,100. 

“The Father,” Cort (6th wk) 
(D-1,064; $4.80). Also shared the 
offbeat conditions; $7,700. 

“Touch and Go,” Broadhurst 
(lith wk) (R-1,160; $6). Has been 
helped by party bookings, but has 
slipped recently; about $27,000. 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(63d wk) (M-1,509: $6). Holdover 
click laid off last week; had been 
getting capacity until recent weeks 
and may bounce back to that pace 
again. 


Hellinger 


Openings 

“How Long Till Summer,” Play- 
house (D-865; $4.80). Play by Sar- 
ret and Herbert Rudley, presented 
by Leon Bronesky & Edward Gil- 
bert, opened last night (Tues.); 
production cost about $45,000, 
breaks even at around $12,000 and 
will have a capacity of $20,000. 
| “She Steops to Conquer,” City 
Center (C-3,025; $3). Revival of 
Oliver Goldsmith comedy, pre- 
sented by N. Y. City Center Thea- 
tre Co. for two-week engagement, 
opens tonight (Wed.); production's 
cost about $25,000-$30,000 and must 
gross capacity $32,700 to get by. 

“Velvet Glove,” Booth (D-712; 
$4.80). Play by Rosemary Casey, 
presented by Guthrie McClintic, 
opened Monday night (26); produc- 
tion cost $25,000, breaks at ap- 
proximately $12,000 and will have 
a capacity of $20,000. 

Future Dates 

“The Paragon,” Jan. 4, at 
Golden; “Member of the Wed- 
ding,” Jan. 5, at Empire; “Happy 
As Larry,” Jan. 12, at Coronet; 
“Arms and the Girl,” Jan. 16, at 
46th Street; “Alive and Kicking,” 
Jan. 17 at Winter Garden; “The 
Enchanted,” Jan. 18, at Lyceum; 
|“The Man,” Jan. 19, at Fulton; 
“Dance Me a Song,” Jan. 20, at 
Mansfield; “Cocktail Party,” Jan. 
'21, at Henry Miller. 


‘ROBERTS’ $22,300 
IN 2D ST. LOO WEEK 


St. Louis, Dee. 27. 
Overvoming stiff opposish from 
‘last-minute Xmas shoppers, “Mis- 
ter Roberts” wound up the second 
of its three-week stand at the 
American Theatre Friday (23). 
/Xmas Eve and Xmas night per- 
formances were eliminated but 
piece resumed last night (Monday), 

Seven rformances, with the 
house scaled to $4.27, grossed an 
estimated $22,300 as against $25,- 
600 for the first week of eight 
showings. A heavy demand for 
ducats for the windup week is re- 

rted. Tab for the New Year's 
ve performance has been hiked 
to $6.10 


Sarah Churchill-Philly’ 
Thin $8,909, Detroit 


Detroit, Dec. 

Sarah Churchill and Jeffrey 
Lynn in “The Philadelphia Story” 
did an estimated $11,000 at the 
at the Cass currently. The Shubert- 
Christmas. 
| “The Barretts of Wimpole 
| Street,” starring Susan Peters, is 
| at the Cass currently. The Shubert- 
_ Lafayette, dark last week, opened 
|Monday (26) for a week of “Fini- 
/an’s Rainbow.” 


‘Student Prince’ NSH 
$10,000 in Cincinnati 


Cincinnati, Dec. 27. 

“Student Prince” fetched an off- 
key $10,000 last week in the 1,300- 
seat Cox theatre at $3.08 top. Biz 
wilted after Sunday opening mati- 
nee and night performance. 

Sarah Churchill and Jeffrey 
Lynn, in “Philadelphia Story.” are 
cenenting Cox this week at $3.69 
op. 
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Plays Out of Town 


The Member of the 
Wedding 
Philadelphia, Dec. 22 

Robert Whitehead, Oliver Rea. 

Martineau production of drama in three 
acts @ scenes) by Carson McCullers, 
adapted from the latter’s novel. Stars 
Ethel Waters; features Julie Harris. Di- 
rected by Harold Clurman; settings, cos- 
tumes and lighting, Lester Polakov. 
Opened at Walnut Street theatre, Phiia- 


° . 22, °49; $3.90 top. 
Tee 20 ‘ . James Holden 
Frankie Addams Julie Harris 
Janice Janet de Gore 


Ethel Waters 
William Hansen 
..Brandon de Wilde 


Berenice Sadie Brown 
Royal Addams 
John Henry West 


s. West .. Margaret Borker 
Davis beegeeere Mitzie Blake 
Helen Fletcher.......-.- Joan Shepard 
Sis Laura _—_ - c wv eecees Phyllis Walker 
T. T. Williams ........-- Herry Bolden 
i arr ys TS Henry Scott 
Soldier John Fiedler 
Girl (Peroxide Blond) Eurenia Wilson 
Cal William Lenteau 
Barman Howoard Fischer 
Monkey Man Alfred Matrizo 
Barney McKean Billy James 





The script of “The Member of 
the Wedding” has reportedly been 
in auite a few managerial hands, 
and it is easy to see why it would 
have provoked more than a passing 
interest. In the first place, author 
Carson McCullers has definitely 
something to say; secondly, she 
has = fine flair for dialog that is 
botn imaginative and natural. In 
addition, she has a gift for char- 
acterization which is exemplified 
more specifically in the play’s two 
imvortant femme roles. 

“The Member of the Wedding.” 
from the standpoints of artistic 
purpose and the aforementioned 
characterizations, was hailed as 
the local season’s highvoints at the 
preem. The leads, Ethel Waters 
(star) and Julie Harris (featured), 
were given a palpable ovation. 
However, the McCullers play has 
a long way to go before it can 
achieve the success it richly de- 
serves. Richt now it is lacking in 
the cohesion and the dramatic 
sinews that go to make a solid 
playgoers’ item. 


In the first place, the play at the | 


debut ran way overboard as to 
length (11:30 curtain). Most of 
this stemmed from Act I and the 
first two scenes of Act II, although, 
by the same token, these portions 
of the play offer some of its rich- 
est and most rewarding dialog and 
action. The story is one of a lone- 
some, highly-imaginative, neurotic 
12-year-old girl (Miss Harris) liv- 
ing in a small Georgia village. Her 
mother has died at her birth; her 
father loves her but is preoccu- 
Sw by his business. Her only con- 

dant is the aged family governess 
(Miss Waters) who, although also 
a lonesome soul after four marital 
experiences, tries to understand 


and alleviate the child’s tortured La 


existence. 

The girl’s main fetish is that 
other people all “belong” to some- 
thine whether it be lodge, church, 
club or to one another, whereas 
she has no such kinship. So when 
her beloved older brother, a GI, 
gets married, she decides to be- 
come “a member of the wedding,” 
and gets packed and ready to join 
them on their honeymoon. The 
author does not build up any 


Freudian frustrated sex complex (Burgess Meredith), relating the 


Stanley 


|ably later, she has forgotten her 
obsession and has new interests, 
| fancies and occupations. 


The rformance of Julie Har- 
ris as Frankie is revelatory. It is, 
without question, one of the finest 


individual stage performance by a 
young actress seen here in many 
seasons. Through tantrums and 
temperament, in moods of childish 
sulks as well as those which find 
her thinking almost as a grown 
woman, Miss Harris keeps the 
audience’s sympathy for the char- 
acter and wins their admiration 
for the actress. 

Miss Waters’ role is by no means 
as showy, but this fine trouper in- 
vests it with a°rich and varied 
artistry. Her story-telling to the 
youngsters, her revelation of the 
tragedies of her own life and her 
one softly-crooned song number 
all add up to a vivid performance. 
Another highlight role is that of 
John Henry, a_ seven-year-old 
chum of Frankie, who is splendid- 
ly pertrayed by Brandon DeWilde. 
Some of Miss McCullers’ other 
men and women are not as clearly 
limned, and several are not too 
well played. The fault seems 
equally divided. Harold Clur- 
man’s direction is generally on the 
inspired side but there are scenes 
that need restaging as well as cut- 
ting. Lester Polakov’s two settings 
(really one doing double duty) are 
unusually realistic, and the light- 
ing is a feature. 

The second act’s four scenes 
pose a problem in mechanics and 
cesulted in two long waits at the 
opening which helped slow the 
pace. That can be taken care of; 
so can the overall length. If these 
things are done and the last act 
given more authority, this one 
should give the leads a vehicle 
worthy of their fine talents. 

Waters. 


| Happy as Larry 
Boston, Dec. 26. 


Leonard Sillman production of musical 
fantasy in two acts (seven scenes) by 
Donagh McDonagh, with music by Mischa 
and Wesley Fortnoff. Stars Burgess 
Meredith. Directed by Meredith; scenery 
and costumes, Motley; choreography, 
Anna Sokolow; orchestrations, Rudolph 
Goehr and Charles Cook; vocal arrange- 
ments, Herbert Greene; musical direc- 
tion, Franz Allers. Opened Plymouth the- 
atre, Boston, Dec. 26, 49 


kL eRe Maurice Edwards 
Se ME. 566646000 ¢ 060066 Frank Milton 
Ge TEP cc ccccccecoecees Harry Allen 
Pn Mi. ccesbeeoneceeee Henry Calvin 
Ce Msc cnc0ceeeseces William Hogue 
Ta MP. cceccceseecess . Jack Warner 
Gee TEER. cccvccccccess Fin Olsen 
DT «tsetse eceohectees Burgess Meredith 
Se WE. . ccc ceeoes Marguerite Piazza 
The Gravedigger......... Ralph Hertz 
tM. 6.65'500.006e0000 Barbara Perry 
TD MEE, ccccceccescccess Gene rry 
PED. 6 06060060000006066566 Irwin Corey 
Terre ee Mara Kim 

ENED. cocconcdvesoocece Diane Sinclair 


Royce Wallace 





It might have been better all 
around if this Irish importation, 
dreary with artiness, fantasy, 
poesy and obscurity, had been de- 
tained at customs. It’s hard to 
ceive in it any qualities that 
get by on Broadway. 

to music by Mischa and 
Wesley Portnoff—and very good 
music at that—it finds Larry 


1-4 


out of this, but merely the iong- story of his grandfather to his 
ings of a lonesome and imagina- Madcap cronies of the sewing 
tive child for companionship. table. To the consternation of the 
Frankie Addams (she rechristens tailors, who bound around like the 
herself F. Jasmine) is not a usual seven dwarfs, Larry, as his *own 
type but she is not too abnormal. grandfather, is murdered by a 
That makes her most pathetic. | physician who covets the grand- 

Dressing up in a sophisticated, father’s wife. This upsets history, 
adult’s gown, she ventures, on the so the tailors make a deal with the 
eve of the wedding, into an un- Three Fates, move back 50 years 
savory nightclub in the town and in time, and murder the physician. 
has a shocking and illusion-de- It is all very significant, with 
stroying experience with a sexy considerable discussion in music, 
young soldier. Later she makes a in dancing and equally, in rhymed 
tremendous scene foiiowing the couplets, of love, death, racial 
wedding. In the very final scene, quality, war, catastrophe, mysti- 
however, the time being consider- cism and the lust of the female. 








Theatre for Sale 


The five story office and theatre , known as the Guild Theatre Build- 
ing, at 243-257 West 52nd Street, ork City, will be offered for sale in 
proceedings for the reorganization of West 52nd Theatre Co., Inc., Debtor, 
at a Public Sale to be held on January 19, 1950, at 3 P. M. at Room 1305, 
United States Court House, Foley Square, New York City. 


The building is of steel frame and concrete construction, with both theatre 
and office space. The theatre has a seating capacity of 956 seats in the orchestra 
and balcony. The offices are on the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and Sth floors and run along 
approximately the whole street frontage of 130 feet and are 20 feet in depth. 
The office space has a separate entrance and is by an automatic push 
button elevator to the fourth floor. 


The theatre space is presently occupied by Mutual Broadcasting Company 
on a month to month basis as a radio broadcasting theatre for Station WOR. 
The office space is occupied by a different tenant. 


The will be sold subject to due mortgage of $557, q 
Any to be considered must exceed rns a $59,991.14 py 
mortgage. 

Further details and the terms of be obtained 
ott bidding can from the Trustee 
VAN VORST, SIEGEL & SMITH VICTOR M. TYLER, Trustee 
Counse! West 52nd Theatre Co., Inc. 
25 Broad Street ~ 120 Broadway 


New York 4, N. Y. New York 5, N. Y. 
— 3 —— SO SS oS 








Songs, mest ef them genpative ta | 
character, spring out of the action 
throughout. Dances, too, appear 


and disappear whenever the moed pression from taps to ballet. Major 
|item in latter class, “Pa 


seems to call for one. 

Both the songs and the dances 
are good, considered by them- | 
selves, but the basic action is so 
outrageously whimsical and so 
lacking in real wit they all seem | 
incongruous and even pointless. 
There is, moreover, an overail 
gruesomeness mingled with a li- 
centious attitude to the love story 
that proves pretty tedious. | 

Meredith plays his role as if he 
were one of the very few in on the 
meaning of the piece, but he sings 
well, putting over “Now and Then” 
and “I Remember Her” (the latter 
a solid prospect for the “Hit Pa- 
rade”), As the widow, Marguerite 
Piazza scores with a good blues 
number, “October,” and a low-cut 
bodice, while Barbara Perry clicks 
with a lascivious dance in the sec- 
ond act. Gene Barry does excel- 
lently by the physician and is, for 
that matter, the only standout. 

Irwin Corey’s naturally bizarre 
comic style is marvelously suited 
to the character of the play, but 
his lines are incredibly unenter- 
taining. There is some excellent 
dancing by Mara Kim, Diane Sin- 
clair and Royce Wallace. 

The musical play is beautifully 
and imaginatively staged, the cast 
acting as stagehands in moving the 
triangular set around. The music 
is originally scored, making this 
probably the first musical to fea- 
ture a kazoo. But as Larry re- 
marks in the second act, “what has 
happened to me wouldn't even 
make a play.” The choice of the 
word “even” would indicate the 
author doesn’t think it takes much 
to make one, but it takes a lot 
more than he has been able to put 
into it. Elie. 


Dance Me a Song 
New Haven, Dec. 22. 


Dwight Deere Wiman (in association 
with Robert Ross) production of revue 
|in two acts, 30 scenes. Songs by James 
Shelton, with additional numbers by 
man Hupfeld, Leonard Bernstein, Dean 


Fuller and David Craig. Albert Hague, | 
a 


Langston Hughes and urice Valency. 
Sketches by, Jimmy Kirkwood and Lee 
Goodman, Nancy Hamilton, George n- 
heimer and Vincente Minelli, Samuel Tay- 
lor and Russel Beggs, Marya Mannes, Rob- 
ert Anderson, James Shelton and Wally 


Cox. Staged by James Shelton; choreo | 


raphy by Robert Sidney; settings by Jo 
Mielziner; costumes by Irene Sharaff; or- 
chestrations by Robert Russell Bennett: 
musical direction, Tony Cabot. Opened at 
Shubert theatre, New Haven, Dec. 22, °49; 
$4.20 top. 

Cast: Joan McCracken, Erik 
| Marion Lorne, Alan Ross, Ann Thomas, 
| Monica Boyar. 
| Hines, Wally Cox, Lee Goodman, Jimmy 
| Kirkwood, Heidi Krall, Tina Prescott, Bob 
| Scheerer, Biff McGuire, Mar. 
| June Graham, Hope Foye, 
| Bos | i Cliff Ferre. Scott 


° . Francine 
| Bond, Marilyn Gennaro, 
| sino, Douglas Moppert, Don 
| McCaffrey, Robert B. Sola. 


| 


| There’s a job here for a staff of 
theatrical Mayo brothers. It’s a 
case of deadly letdowns spotted 
throughout and necessitating a 
‘number of starts from scratc 

build enthusiasm all over again. 


Optimistic outlook here is that a_ 
‘three-week pre-Broadway stretch 
should allow proper time for con-— 
pm me changes to spark present 
‘ambling pace into a livelier tempo 
that can boost its trot into a real | 
run. Smart editing can do the job, 
but it’s poing to require the in- 
jection of several hypos to accom- 
plish it. 

Show has an abbreviated “book” | 
which opens with a New York) 
couple, on their way to a musical, 
being stranded when their cab runs 
afoul of street repair excavations. | 
An obliging phone repair man who 
has seen it offers to tell them about 
the show. Subsequent scenes con- 
stitute the show itself, with the 
novel twist of the couple coming | 
_up through a manhole at the the-| 
atre entrance (on stage) just as the 
revue finales. 


| Premiere scorecard shapes up 
something like this: sketches run 
from soporific to so-so, with only 
an occasional sock. Nominated for 
quick oblivion are “Rainmakers,” 
a’skit about New York’s water 
shortage, and “Charlie,” an incon- 
sequential piece eoncernin a 
broken romance. On the doubtful | 
side, unless sturdy improvements 
are injected, are “Mrs Stokes Be- 
comes An American” (a divorcee 
burlesque), “The Folks At Home” 
(a horror skit), “Operation Cumu- 
lus” (an aviation takeoff! A briefie, 
“She's No Lady,” has amusing pos- | 
sibilities. Okay are two radio paro- 
dies, “Cedric Spade” (private eyes) 
and “Hello From Hollywood” (Lou- 
ella Parsons program). Also a click | 
is “Documentary,” a film poke that 
contaias the show's best comedy | 

rformance (by Wally Cox). “The | 

unts” lampoons the famous pair | 
cleverly. 

Score is fairly tuneful but is 
somewhat hamstrung by ordinary | 
lyrics, laugh lines in particular be- | 
ing conspicuous by their absence. 
Wordage hits a higher average in 
the sentimental and torch cate- 
gories. Best bets for hit acceptance 
‘are “Strange New Look,” “One Is 





Rhodes, | 
Cynthia Rogers, Babe | 
-Ann Niles, | 
‘ony Albert, | 
Merrill, | 


Carmina Can- | 
Little, Dusty | Forbes as 


to lodorus; 
| Bertha 


_some listenable tunes. These were | 


a Lonely Number,” “Lilac Wine,” 
“I’m the Girl.” 
Terps get a wide e of ex- 


~ , ww (car- 
rying a newspaper motif), misses 
fire thro Tack of clarification. 


Oid Log Theatre, Mpls., 


Minneapolis, Dec. 27. 





Variety of choreography includes 
use of si 


terpretation in “Adam's Rib,” 
“Strange Look,” “Matilda,” and an 
pe ay mirror routine 


There’s an abundance of talent 


available here, not all of which, | 


however, is used to best advantage. | 


Old Log theatre, which operates 


a strawhatter every summer 
Ihouet dance background | Lake Minnetonka, just — in 
(“Lilae Wine”), song-and-dance in- | Minneapolis, opens a 


10-week sea- 


;son at Women’s club theatre here 
Starting Jan. 11, in an effort to try 


nely Number.” . to help establish a permanent 


Minneapolis dramatic stock group. 
During past several months it has 
been touring “Man Who Came to 


Joan McCracken does an ace thesp Dinner” in smaller towns. 


job on the Lunts skit and she adds | 


nice footwork in the “Paper!” and 
“Strange Look” assignments. Her 
“Movie Fan” chore, however, is 
somewhat ineffectual. Marion Lorne 
is an excellent comedienne who | 
impresses despite not-too-good ma- 
terial. Lee Goodman and Jimmy | 
Kirkwood leave a solid imprint as 
a capable writing-performing comic 
team. Wally Cox registers as a 
natural chuckle-rouser in a man- 
ner that indicates he will be heard 
from further; this is his stage debut 
though he has been around in the | 
intimate cafes. 

Erik Rhodes does a competent | 


, all-around job in skits and vocals; | 


Ann Thomas, possessing marked | 
laugh potentials, is handed a lemon | 
in a ditty tagged “Texas” but man- | 
ages to come through elsewhere; 
Cynthia Rogers combines straight | 
and vocal stints in okay fashion. 
Other good singing jobs are added 
by Heidi Krall, Hope Foye, Monica 
Boyar, Alan Ross, Biff McGuire, 
Babe Hines, Tina Prescott. June 
Graham, Bob Scheerer, Mary-Ann 
Niles, Cliff Ferre, Bob Fosse con- | 
stitute a — hoofing quintet. 

me © w is a beautiful pro- 

a 


duction combines novelty 


\(such as a slit drop that changes | 


color by flicking segments back and 
forth) with rich ingredients (such | 


as an unusual bed setting) to attain | 
Costumes, too, utilize | 


eye-appeal. 


color and lush materials for strik- 
Bone. 


ing effects. 





Plays On B’way 


Continued from page 42 


Caesar and Cleopatra 


an audience when once they're 
inside the theatre. 


The firm of Aldrich and Myers, | 


in association with Julius Fleisch- 
mann, has given “Caesar” a fine 
production in retelling the story of 
the Roman general's landing in 
Egypt in pursuit of his arch foe, 
Pompey, and his su ent affair 
with the child queen. There is a 

rsuasive rformance by Ralph 
ufio, Caesar’s lieuten- 
ant, and Arthur Treacher gives an 
amusing rtrayal of Britannus, 
another of Caesar's aides. Others 
who acquit themselves strongly are 
John Buckmaster, as the ebullient, 
though sometimes too effete Apol- 
Nicholas Joy, as Pothinus; 
Belmore, as Cleopatra’s 
nurse, Ftatateeta (though she could 
have been a“ more menacing- 
y), and Ivan Simpson, as Theodo- 
us. 

cctgeed sotinee te nea an | 
we i) tu 
the a bechareunée. 

Hardwicke has exacted the hu- 
mor intended by the author, in his 
direction. He took over the direc- 
tion from Sam Wanamaker when 
the latter and Hardwicke couldn't 
see eye to eye on the interpreta- 
tion. Kahn. 


Off-B’way Show 














Red Flannel Dream 


(CARNEGIE RECITAL HALL, 
W YORK) 


Dean Stolz, who will direct com- 
pany, organized Oid Log and has 
been its director. 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 26-Jan. 7) 








“Alive and Kicking” — Shubert, 
Phila (26-7). 

“Arms and the Girl” — Forrest, 
Phila (29-7). 

“As You Like It”—Hartman, Co- 
lumbus, O. (26-31); Hanna, Cleve- 
land (2-7). 

Ballet Theatre — Aud., Chicago 
(26-8). 

“Barretts of Wimpole Street” — 
Cass, Detroit (26-31); Town Hall, 


| Toledo (3-7). 


“Blossom Time”—Erlanger, Buf- 
falo (28-29); Aud., Rochester (30- 
31); Karlton, Williamsport, Pa. (2); 
Lyric, Allentown (3); Rajah, Read- 
ing (4); Community, Hershey, Pa. 
(5); Playhouse, Wilmington (6-7). 

“Brigadoon” — Colonial, Boston 
(26-7). 

“Dance Me a Song” — Shubert, 
Boston (27-7). 

“Death of a Salesman” — Er- 
langer, Chicago (26-7). 

“Detective Story” — Blackstone, 
Chicago (26-7). 

“Finian’s Rainbow” — Shubert- 
Lafayette, Detroit (26-31). 

“Goodbye, My Fancy” — Harris, 


Chicago (26-7). 


“Happy As Larry” — Plymouth, 


+ Boston (26-7). 


| “Happy Time” — Shubert, New 
| Haven (5-7). 

“Harvey” — Hanna, Cleveland 
(26-31); Cass, Detroit (2-7). 

“High Button Shoes”—Memorial 
Aud., Joplin, Mo. (26); Forum, 
Wichita (27); Convention Hall, 
Tulsa (29); Home, Oklahoma City 
(30-31). 

“Inside U. S. A.”—Philharmonic 
Aud., Los Angeles (26-7). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Chi- 
cago (26-7). 

“Light Up the Sky”—Davidson, 
Milwaukee (26-31); Lyceum, Min- 





neapolis (2-7). 
“Man Who Came to Dinner”’— 
Nixon, Pittsburgh (26-31); Cox, 


Cincinnati (2-7). 
Maurice Schwartz—His Majesty's, 
Montreal (2-7). 


“Member of the Wedding”—~ 
von piWidew” Ope H 

“Merry ra House, 
Boston (26-7). 

“Mister — American, 
St. Louis (26-31); Music Hall, 
Kansas City (2-7). 

* a!” — Curran, San 
Francisco (26-7). 

“Paragon” — Playhouse, Wil- 
m on (29-31). 

“Philade "Cox, Cin- 


1 (26-31); Nixon, Pittsburgh 
“Private Lives”—Poche, New 
Orleans (26-31); Music Hall, Hous- 
ton (2-3); Texas, San Antonio 
(4-5); Majestic, Ft. Worth (6-7). 
“Streetcar Named Desire” (No. 1) 


'—Locust, Phila (26-7). 


“Streetcar Named Desire” (No. 2) 
—Tower, Atlanta (26-31); Munici- 
pal Aud., Savannah (3-4); National, 
Greensboro, N. C. (5); Center, Nor- 
folk, Va. (6-7). 

“Student Prince”—Great North- 
ern, Chicago (26-7). 





Put on by the Shephard Players 
for three performances last week, 
“Red Flannel Dream” was occa- | 
sionally elevated from its amateur-_ 
ish class via the introduction of | 
written by Marilyn Shapiro and 
Addy Oppenheimer, who were also. 
responsible for the book, which 
offered no outstanding attribute 
other than brevity. Show ran a 
little over 90 minutes and was. 


| based on a little girl’s dream of 


what college life would be like. 
Miss Oppenheimer’s words and 


_music to an opening lullaby, “Rest- 


ing Time,” made for pleasant lis- | 
tening as did a few of the remain- | 
ing numbers, music by her with 
accompanying lyrics iss 
Shapiro. Duo’s “Canasta-Crazy 
Polka” is topical and ponehy. while | 
“A M-A-N R-I-G-H-T NOW” and. 
Crazy Guy” with a little polishi 
might be Tin Pan Alley material. | 
Latter tune was handled nicely by 
Philip Wentworth. Performances 
were routine, with Kay Loftus ex- 
hibiting ability in the dance de- 

rtment. Mary-Ellen Munro and 

ck Reardon did well as a comedy 
team. ‘ 


* 





“Summer and Smoke”—Wilbur, 


| Boston (26-7). 


“The Enchanted”—Shubert, New 
Haven (29-31); Walnut, Phila ‘2-7’. 
aa Man”—Erlanger, Buffalo 

-7). 


Webster-Shakespeare — McCar- 
ter, Princeton (29-31); Ford’s Bal- 
timore (2-7). 

“Yes, M’Lord” — Studebaker. 
Chicago (26-7). 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 


Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1683 Sunset Bivd.. Hollywood 46, Ca! 
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a VARIETY 


with $4,100,000—exceeded only by 
an anti-Negro prejudice yarn, 
“Pinky,” which will hit $4,200,000. 

The really big grossers among 


Literali 
the more conventional type war 


PS | Stories are just coming up now and 














SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully CS ee te dead 




















at RD’s Roving Billy Rese |modest, informal, wise, and im- ) "t registe suffic 
le Rilly Rose is now making his mensely revealing remarks on_ to poomik any poe pa ay 24 
a- jumn No. 1 career. As land-|song writing. There is also a earnings. However, most sales Oola, La., Dec. 24. 
re ford of the theatre, N. Y.,| graceful and glowing | , a S| The sweet uses of propaganda sometimes make good’ entertainment, 

lord © gotten itself < hit preface by Hammerstein's collab- poner Be Metro's ye ory - d” especially if there happens to be almost a universal opinion for or 
~ —_ -* “ emen Prefer ‘orator, Richard Rodgers. Sietton b My pA | i. fh. against the central character of the opus. 

oo i | , 
p. Fondes” “the, rst, since, “Witke | book, 0 are’ from “Oklahoma: | $4:000,000 class. while Republic's ion’ or “ait The King's Men." a picture based on Robert Penn Warren's 
Lo Diamond Horseshoe, N. Y. Fa c. . =, ee ym | better spl cis — —~ of the same name, which in turn is a long way of saying Huey 
—" Rose now | , . . . 

bearing his Mantrate on his type- | “Allegro,” seven (plus two with-| Of the dramatic pix released Broderick Crawford, picked no doubt because he looked like Long 
a he = ast a year ‘drawn ddring production) from earlier in the year, Metro’s “Com- | |, »P bl 
as writer for at least a year. “South Pacific.” six from “Show mand Decision” leads the way with te 4s much as because he could act, played the part of a Long double 


named “Willie Stark.” In fact he played it so well that his shoulder 
just_ about rubbed an Oscar. —__. 2 ah 

Crawford's interpretation, as well as Rossen’s ‘who wrote and di- 
rected the picture as well as produced it), leaves no doubt that in their 
opinions Huey Long was not a messiah but a mountebank. This sup- 


» has become a roving reporter 
oe heat Digest which, cael,” 
now, has merely had first reject 
rights on reprint of his column. He 
his direct-for-RD chores | 


a $3,000,000 gross. It had the ben- 
“@fit Of Ciatrk Gabié; Waiter Fidgeoir 
and Van Johnson in the cast. Sec- 
ond is the combined Negro preju- 


Boat,” six from “Music in the Air,” 
seven otiiér writen with jerome 
| Kern, seven from “Carmen Jones” 
and five written with Sigmund 


starts 


ial 
m, 
il, 
ity 


ic 


oW 
slo 


r- 
al- 


in 




















- Romberg. As many people have dice-w 

su ece on dice-war story, Home of the - . - A 
wih to See a pi Ham-| believed for years, most of the, Brave.” which will rack up about ports the view of Harding Carter, who wrote “Huey Long; American 
Richard Kodg : lyrics stand up a beautiful verse ¢9 500,000 Dictator,” and of Adria Locke Langley, who wrote “A Lion Is in the 


} merstein 2d and some inside stuff 


on the headaches attendant to 

“South Pacific” tickets. 
incidentally, some 2,000 papers 

now carry Rose’s column, as han- 


| died by Bell syndicate (John N. 


Wheeler), Dominion News Bureau, 
London Express Feature Service, 
Western Newspaper Union and edi- 
tor’s Press. This is broken down | 
to 475 dailies and 42 foreign 
pers; the rest weeklies, monthiies, 
ete. 





‘Richard Tracy’ Nuptials 

The N. Y. Sunday News gave 
deadpan coverage in its regular 
news section to the wedding of 
Detective Richard Tracy wi 1ess 
Truehart, an event which was also 
announced in the Dick Tracy 
comic strip. Three-column story 
traced the strip characters’ careers 
from the announcement of their 
engagement in 1931 through 
Tracy’s gang-busting achieve- 
ments to the elopement last Sat- 
urday (24). 

The yarn was illustrated by old 
excerpts from the Dick Tracy 
strip, a Chester Gould creation. 





Harper Prize Novel Award 

Winner of the $10,000 Harper 
Prize novel contest is 27-year-old 
author Max Steele of Chapel Hill, 
N. C. His first tome, “Debby,” 
was judged the best of some 650 
scripts submitted in the literary | 
tournament and is to be published 
by Harper’s March 15. 

Judges of the contest were Kath- 
erine Ann Porter, Glenway Wes- 
cott and Joseph Henry Jackson. 
Latter is literary editor of the San 
Francisco Chronicle. Steele’s vol- 
ume was a unanimous choice. Held | 
every second year, the Harper con- 
test is designed to give special 
recognition to an outstanding work 
of fiction. 





Mrs. McCormack’s Biog on John 

“| Hear You Calling Me,” by | 
Lilly McCormack (Bruce, $2.75) is | 
the story of John McCormack, per- | 
haps one of the greatest boxoffice | 
attractions in the concert field all | 
over the world. L. A. G. Strong 
wrote a book in 1941 called “John | 
McCormack, The Story of a Sing- | 
er.” Nearly all of his book is— 
repeated in “I Hear You Calling, 
Me.” but Mrs. McCormack em-— 
broiders her story with a genuine | 
love for his memory. While Strong 
told more of his public life, Mrs. 
McCormack tells about his home 
life, has eccentricities, his temper- 
ment, his hobbies and their great 
love for each other. The book is 
full of names, the greats in music, 
opera, politics, writers, royalty, 
cleries. 

{ missed her not telling about 
the time John McCormack was of- 
fered a vaudeville date and, figur- | 
ing on his $1,500 per concert, 
asked for $25.000. Sara Bernhardt 
only got $7,000 a week. He didn’t 
get it. She didn’t mention about | 
the time he refused to sing “It’s a. 
Long Way to Tipperary,” in 
Kansas City (it was 1915 during 
the Irish Revolutionary movement) | 
and the time he cancelled his To- | 
ronto engagement when he said he | 
didn't mind si “God Save the | 
King.” but didn’t wish con-| 
troversy. Of about his withdraw- | 
ing from radio because he feared 
it might hurt his record sales, | 
which were tremendous. 

This is a bit more than a biogra- 
Phy; it’s a love story. It also has 
4 discography that gives a list of , 
all McCormack’s recordings since 
a started to wax in 1906. If you. 
iked John McCormack (and there | 
were millions who did) this book | 
Will tell you all about him; told by 
a little Irish gal that love? “7 
very much. Joe Laurie, Jr. 


., Hammerstein's ‘Lyrics’ 
stewie,” by Oscar Hammer- 
shoul II, (‘Simon & Schuster; $2.50) 
and ad have greater popularity 

ee than any book of verse 
¥ ished in years. Net only does 





the top song hits of the last gener- 


‘of Germany to project 
/morous story. It will be 20th’'s sec- 


even without musical accompani-_ 


mert. 

Hammerstein opens the intro- 
ductory “Notes” with an engaging 
observation. “It took me years to 
learn that I did not play the piano 
very well,” he writes. “I so enjoyed 
my own playing .. . Remembering 
this illuminating and disturbing 


| experience, I have misgivings right 


now as I embark on a discussion 
of lyrics. I am going to love it, 
but will you?” 

Perhaps the best summary of 
the volume is the conclusion of 
Rodgers’ preface. “The real valid- 
ity for the publication of the 
book,” he says, “is that they are 
wonderful words, that they sing 
well of this country, and that they 
form a large and lasting part of 
our song heritage. It seems only 


fair. that they be placed between 


covers for enlightenment and fun.” 
Hobe. 





CHATTER 
Frank Kane’s “Slay Ride” 
print by Unicorn Book Club. 

_Johnson McCulley sells Spanish 
rights to a serial, “The Caballero.” 

John Wilstach sells “Manhunt 
For Harry Tracy” to Hillman Peri- 
odicals. 

_ Frank C. Robertson sells reprint 
right to “Split-Law in Wrango” to 
St. Johns Co. 

Ed Anthony, Collier's publisher, 


re- 


in Pasadena to gander the Rose [j 
Bowl football game. 


Samuel Fuller wrote a novel. 
“The Baron,” for publication by 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce. 

Jimmy Starr's third mystery 
novel, ‘““‘The Lady Lost Her Head.” 
will hit the book stalls in spring. 

Bio of actress Lily Langtry, “The 
Passion Player,” by Carol Hughes, 
in the current (January) Coronet. 

A number of Raoul Whitfield’s 
stories from Black Mask have been 


dug up and sold for TV. Author 


died several years ago. 

David Steinberg, drama staffer 
of the Newark ‘(N.J.) News, has 
piece on John Carradine in the 
February issue of Pageant, due on 
the stands Jan. 11. Story is one 
of mag’s “Take a Lesson From” 
series. 

Albert Taylor, of the William 
Morris Agency play and motion 
picture story dept. in New York 
has resigned that post effective 
Jan. 1. Taylor’s plans are indef- 


inite and no successor has been | 
| 


picked as yet. Taylor, prior to com- 
ing with the Morris office was 
Orson Welles’ personal manager 
and had been with Columbia Man- 
agement, Inc., in New York. 


| World War Pix 


Continued from page 1 

















eS 


ous war pix through the years that 
have been great b.o. smashes (“The 
Big Parade,” “Ail Quiet on the 
Western Front,” “What Price 
Glory,” ete.), producers have shied 
away because of an old tradition 
that “the public doesn't like war 
films.” There is a large segment 
of theatregoers, as a matter of fact, 
that does avoid such pix until 
word-of-mouth convinces them that 
a film in that category should be 
on-their “must” list. 

Of the nine big war films re- 
leased during 1949, 
already played a sufficient number 


of engagements to make possible | 


a close estimate of their final do- 
mestic grosses. Three others have 
played only a few dates, but in 
each case show tremendous prom- 
ise on the basis of business and 
audience reaction. 
20th and Metro 

Leading the list of those re- 
leased earlier in the year is the 
only comedy in the bunch—20th- 
Fox's “I Was a Male War Bride.” 


It is not in the same category, of | 


course, technically, with the rough- 


of tough dramas of fighting men, but | 


it used the battle-torn background 


ond biggest grosser for the year 


six have | 


its hu-| 


Probably the only real disap- 
pointer at the b.o. was Warners’ 
“Task Force” and, even so, it will 
get $2,000,000. With Gary Cooper 
in the top role it was figured to 
de better than that, however. It 
apparently lost out on account of 
its story, with most critics praising 
the official Navy footage of war- 
time plane action, but scoring 
WB’s efforts to dramatize develop- 
ment of the Navy air arm. 

WB had another war film in 
“Fighter Squadron.” It got $1,800.- 
000, which was not considered bad 
since it cost much less than “Task 
Force” and had Edmond O’Brien 
in the top role. 


Columbia also had an entry, 
“Tokyo Joe,” with Humphrey Bo- , 
gart starred. It did okay with 
$1,900,000. 


As a result of the success—or, at 
least, the promise—of the 1949 


|crop, more production along this 


line can be expected during the 
coming year. Warner Bros. has 
already indicated its plan to make 
a battlefront project by registering 
with the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America last week three possible 
titles for a story on the break- 
through at St. Lo. They are “Battle 
of St. Lo,” “Battlefield” and 
“Breakthrough.” 








Margaret Truman 


Continued from page | = 





hausfraus out to crash a giveaway. 
One minked matron strode up to 
an ABC official and said, “Okay, 
Mr. Democrat, how much will it 
cost me to get in?” 

It was an unusual house, includ- 
ing Eleanor Roosevelt, celebs from 


, Government, business, the arts and 
| the United Nations, in ermine and 
tux, and just plain voters and music | 
Half the spectators toted | 
opera glasses and binoculors which | 
they trained on the other half, in- 


lovers. 


dicating they came as much to see 
as to hear. And judging from re- 


' marks such as “I want to see her 
‘make good” 


or “Musically, I’m 
from Missouri, too,” they had de- 


_cided their reactions before Miss 
Truman had sung a bar. 


Terrific Press 

Press coverage was _ probably 
more complete than at any other 
entertainment event of the season. 
A third of the parquet was occu- 
pied by newsmen, with several 
dailies having as many as six as- 
signed—women’'s page. society, ra- 
dio, music and city desk staffers, 
as well as photographers. 
| They heard Miss Truman acquit 
herself adequately in a group of 
surefire Christmas scleciions. They 
saw her show a winsome smile and 
consummate poise, except for a few 
gestures betraying tension between 
nuinbers. 

Cameramen had a field day after 
the broadcast, when Mrs. Roosevelt 
and son Elliott went backstage to 
congratulate the singer. A score of 
lensmen insisted on shooting some 
_ poses three and four times because 

they were working in relays. The 
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Streets.” 
Huey’s Dissenting Opinion 


But there is a dissenting opinion, and that was Huey Long’s. His 
book “Every Man a King” could be flushed into the drains as just prop- 
aganda were it not for the fact that those fine roads, those beautiful 
bridges, those Louisiana State U. buildings and those hospitals are 
there to prove that he did contribute considerably to Louisiana despite 
how much you hear of how, and under what circumstances, he died a 
millionaire. 

In “All The King’s Men” Long’s rough and tumble political machine 
is obviously built on the foundations of what was there before him. This 
is shown quite clearly in the picture and, if politics is still said to be a 
dirty business down there, or anywhere else, it wasn't made so exclu- 
sively or originally by Huey Long. 

The picture version has this Louisiana dictator forcing a stepson to 
play football when not fit for it, and thus crippling the lad for life. But 
the non-fiction version reveals that Huey Long's son is currently _U. 5S. 
senator from Louisiana and curried to by the Democratic leaders in 
Washington. Some like him for himself alone. 


The Smart Lawyer 


There are other discrepancies which really don’t matter, but if you're 
going to write down a political leader as a heel in one state and a great 
emancipator in another, it should not be ignored that Huey Long, with 
practically no formal education, studied law so intensively that he 
cleared the Tulane University requirements of a three-year course in 
eight months. This obviously is not the same as a house painter tak- 
ing over a sick power in central Europe by a*military putsch. 

While other politicos in Louisiana were catering to big biz Huey 
Long damned and insulted them by name, not merely as “interests.” 
And when he was railroad commissioner he fought for a common- 
carrier pipeline for all oil companies, big and small. He even won a 
telephone-rate reduction, and anyone who has attenipted that knows 
it’s a political performance of high valor. 


He Sidestepped This Stinker Anyway 


As early as 1924 he was giving the Ku Klux Klan the brush. That is 
about the time that a subsequent President of the U. S. was a member 
of the klan. Many otherwise fine fellows made the same mistake. But 
Long sidestepped it. 

His campaigns were hard ones. He labored 18 to 20 hours a day. 
He promised good roads, lower utility rates, free bridges, free school- 
books. And he made good his promises. His slogan was “Every Man a 
King But No Man Wears a Crown,” and if he filched a coronet or two 
once he came into power, that’s too bad, but it’s not the mark of a rat. 

The people were behind him, the people voted for him, and it's a 
very difficult thing for those who believe in the people to say that on 
this occasion vox populi was not vox dei. 

Every man was a king, and Huey was the kingfish till he turned the 
fish over to another and decided to run for the U. S. Senate. 


Anyway, There Was a Doc In the House 


Here Huey Long and the hero (if you can call him that) of “All the 
King’s Men” meet another parting of the ways. Rossen has his leading 
character shot while he is still governor and after a vote to impeach 
him has failed. This is contrary to the facts. Long at least was a 
U. S. senator when it happened. In both the picture version and life, 
however, it was a doctor who killed the kingfish. 

There was no conspiracy proved, though I suspect most members of 
the well-heeled old order around New Orleans had said at some time or 
another, “I wish somebody would kill that so-and-so.” 

That nothing substantially was changed by this, the subsequent his- 
tory of Louisiana proves. The name Long is still as great a vote-getter 
in its area as Roosevelt is elsewhere. Huey's brother has been elected 
governor and his son U. S. Senator. 

The Gal Does the Betraying 

As for the finish of the picture, John Ireland, playing a newspaper- 
man who had stuck with “Willie Stark,” forgives a weak sister, as 
played by Joanne Dru, a dame so enamoured by the Kingfish that she 
betrays her brother, her uncle and John Ireland as well. Perhaps 
Ireland had to forgive her, she being his wife off-screen. 

A more believable ending would have been for Ireland to have 
walked out on her, too. From New Orleans he could have hitch- 
hiked to Washington, D. C. The Roosevelt dynasty could have used a 
fine public relations contact like this in the early days of the New Deal. 

Just where does such a notable production as Rossen’s “All The 
King’s Men” leave Cagney with his “Lion”? I suppose the matter 
doesn’t end there. After all, “Home of the Brave” and “Lost Boun- 
daries” didn't result in the shelving of “Pinky.” There’s always room 
for several pictures on the same subject. Provided, of course, they're 
good ones. 





! 

President's daughter, however, from around the country attended. 
graciously obliged. At the affair Melchior told the 

By this time the auditorium had group, “I was a beginner and know 
been cleared and a receiving line their difficulties. Yet with all the 
of some 400 distinguished guests | drawbacks, I would have hated to 
was waiting for the soprano on have the additional one of being 
stage. Flanked by sponsor Charles the President’s child.” 
Wagner, conductor Dr. Frank Black For Amoco, which bankrolis 
and chorus leader Robert Shaw, | “Carnegie Hall,” the concert was 
she received one by one the good 2 hit. Engineered by Robert Giles 
wishes of civic biggies, agency top- Swan, Joseph Katz agency's radio 
pers, network brass and show biz director, Miss Truman’s guester 
figures (‘including a fatherly buss was set to dramatize the show's re- 
from Lauritz Melchior) while flash- | cent shift to a new day and time, 
bulbs flared incessantly.  Eventu- | Although the budget is limited (the 
ally she had to tell the photogs to airer is not on the full network) 
go easy and give her an occasional coin wasn't stinted to lend holiday 
breather. After 25 minutes of re- | trim banking the 
ceiving the line was finally through stage, printed programs, the Shaw 
and Miss Truman smiled with relief chorale, an organ playing carols 
_and rubbed her limp hand before the broadcast. For 

At 11 p.m. James A. Davidson, | Tuesday (3), Swan has 
her concert manager, hosted a Helen Traubel, with whom 
party at Le Mirliton, an east side Truman has been working, 
eatery, which concert managers Melchior. 
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Broadway 


Francis (Bob) Harley, 20th-Fox’ 
Continental chief, due in New York 
dan. 11. 

Moe Kerman, prez of Favorite 
Films Corp., vacationing with his 
wife at Palm Beach. . 

Neil Vanderbilt resumes his 
midwest and eastern lectures Jan. 
8. He's due in N. Y. Jan. 15-16. 

Ruby Zwerling, former band- 


leader at Loew's State, commut-| 


ing between Arizona and Cali-| 
fornia. 

RKO director Nicholas Ray pulls 
into Gotham today (Wed.) for a 
short vacation after handling “Bed 
of Roses” 

Francoise Rosay and Jacqueline 


De'nbac, French actress, sailed for 
France yesterday (Tues.) on the Ile 
de France. 

June Winchell and the _ kids, 
Walda (Toni Eden) and Walter, Jr., 
joined WW for Christmas in Miami 
Beach. 

Joan and Al Daff to Europe by 
air on business; may be gone 4-6 
wecks. He's asst. foreign chief of 


Universal. 

Shubert attorney 
Weir's son, Michael, Yale grad and 
U. of Penn law student, engaged 
to marry Audrey Rose Keon, a Life 
staffer. 


David Ffolkes, Broadway legit 
costume and scene designer, re- 
covering at St. Claire’s hospital, 


N. Y., from an auto accident on 
Christmas eve. 

Dane Clark guests on Ford-TV 
Friday (30), then planes to France 
the following day to star in Sa- 
cha Gordine’s upcoming film, “It 
Happened in Paris.” 

Leonard L. Levinson, head of 
Impossible Pictures and editor of 
the “Brown Derby Cookbook,” 
slated for a “We, the People” 
guestar Jan. 6 in N. Y. 

Ben Schneider back on the nit- 
ery beat this week for Women’s 
Wear after death of his father 
whose Hiness had kept tke news- 
man away for the past few weeks. 

Paul Duke, Sylvia Barry, Pritch- 
ard & Lord, Carol Jones and 
Harold Ronck comprise the enter- 
tainment on the current 18-day 
Caribbean cruise of the Cunard 
Line’s Caronia. 

French film director Max de 
Vaucorbeil turns actor for a 
French Govt. 
centennial being shot in color at 
Port-au-Prince. He’s due in, en 
route to the Caribbean. 

Latin Quarter boniface Lou 
Walters, currently in Havana stag- 
ing the Blanquita theatre show, 
returns to New York by Jan. 10 
to embark on a 14-day cruise to 
South America on the Italia. 

Jose Ferrer, accompanied by his 
actress-wife Phyllis Hill, to the 


Coast the end of the week to ap-| 


” 


pear in Metro's “Crisis.” An Ar- 
thur Freed | a mm a it’s slated 
to roll the first week in January. 

Ken Frogley solo handling Las 
Vegas for the Chamber of Com- 
merce, now that Steve Hannagan 
has bowed out. Neil Regan was 
bureau chief and Frogley No. 
aide when Hannagan handled the 
resort's publicity. 

Vera Zorina and Arnold Moss 
to do the solo speaking parts with 


a choir of 150 and the Boston. 
under | 


Symphony Orchestra 


Charles Munch, at Symphony Hall, | 


Bosion, Friday and Saturday (30- 


31). in Honegger’s “Jeanne d’Arc 


au Buche.” 
Comedian Herb Shriner got mar- 
ried last week without benefit of 
. Bride is Eileen McDermott, 
nown professionally as Pixie (Ol- 
sen &) Joy, dance team. It was part 
of a double ceremony, Thursday 
(22), in Hyattsville, Md., with 
comedian Paul Gray and dancer 
Elisa Jayne the other participants. 
The rle Ferris flackery has 
been absorbed by the newly 
formed firm of Roger Brown, Inc. 
Brown, who started as a salesman 
with Ferris outfit in 1945, has ob- 
tained all the stock in the prede- 
cessor org. Ferris, who'll serve as 


board chairman of the new com-. 


pany, will continue as public rela- 
tions counsel, as well as operator 
of Radio Feature Service, Inc. 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Richard Greene staying in Ven- 
ice for the holidays. 

Max Wachsberger back to Rome 
from Venice and Paris. — 

Bill Tubbs to Venice for part in 
film there, “Duel in Venice.” 

The Mike Kaplans off to Paris 
after a whirl of sightseeing in 
Rome. 

Sinclair Lewis has taken a villa 
in Florence and is working on a 
new novel. 

British producer Anthony Have- 
lock Allen to spend a few days in 
London with wife, actress Valerie 
Hobson. 

Marie Montez spending the holi- 
days in Paris with her husband, 
Pierre Aumont, from Venice film 
location. 

The Mike Frankovitches (Bin- 


Milton R., 


film on the Haiti | 


| nie Barnes) have taken their three 
' children to Germany for a Christ- 
mas holiday. 

Countess Dorothy Di Frasso en- 
_tertained at dinner for the Aga 
'Khan and his wife during their 
= in Rome. 

udolph Solmsen, of Lopert 
Distributing Co., flew to ew 
York for two weeks with his 
mother and daughter. 


Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 
Raul de Anda reelected prez of 
the Mexican Pic Producers Assn. 
Carlos Plaza Izquierdo, manager 
Yene- 


wi Tropical Films, Caracas, 
zuela, here on biz. 
Grant Advertising arranging a 





| 


| 
i 


| 


_with 18th century Englis 


London 


Adrian Brunel authored “Nice 
Work: 30 Years in British Films,” 
a sémi-autobiog. 

Tom Arnold's stepdaughter. 
Sheila Moore, m to John 
es and honeymooning in the 
U. S. 

Ray Sonin has quit the editor- 
ship of Melody Maker after more 
than 10 years to become a free- 
lance scriptwriter. 

John Wildberg is reported dick- 
ering with Charles L. Tucker's 
Enterprises to become their busi- 
ness manager in England. 

Gen. Lyman Munson presented 

glasses 


and decanter on his resignation as 


|managing director of 20th-Cen- 


program series starting Jan. 15 at | 


radio station XEQ (150,000 watts) 
for Mars, Inc. 

Jorge Negrete, just back with his 
wife Gloria Karin from Latin the- 


atre in N. Y., hospitalized by an | 


appendectomy. 

Carlos Lopez Moctezuma, Os- 
cared as the top, Mexican dramatic 
actor of 1948, inked by Metro for 
work in Hollywood. 

Sara Guasch, Chilean actress, 
| planed in from Buenos Aires to 
play the lead in Rudolph Loewen- 
thal’s next pic, “Las Joyas del 
Pecado (“The J.wels of Sin’’). 

Radio station XEX 
watts) mouthpiece of Petroleos 
Mexicanos, the official oil company, 
fined $58 for airing an obscene 
song and for allowing an an- 


nouncer to make a blue crack. vo 











- Pix-Networks 


Continued from page 1 


20th would buy the network, but 
with Ed Noble retaining his owned- 
and-operated stations. 

That’s the formula under consid- 








eration in the Mutual deal. Since | ¢-9m Canada. 
Mutual doesn’t own any stations | gio program for BBC titled “Spot | 
(the network being financed by | the Winner.” 
seven stockholding stations and re- | Horne, with BBC insistent that he | 


tury Productions, Ltd. 


Sylvia Regan’s “The Golden 
Door” has passed the 100 mark at 
the intimate Embassy theatre, 


‘more than doubling the previous 


record of 48 performances. 
Jimmy Phillips, general mana- 


|ger for Peter Maurice Music Co., 


is off on his belated trip to Amer- 
ica on the Queen Elizabeth Jan. 


'20, and expects to be away four 


(500,000 | 


weeks. : 
Anton Dolin playing Saint 
George in this year’s Italia Conti 
Production at the Comedy “Where 
the Rainbow Ends.” fulfilling an 
old promise to his childhood stage 
trainer. ; 
Eddie Lee, who worked in 
America in radio and vaudeville, 


‘is now heading a vaudevilie unit 


| titled 


ithe original “Family Affairs,” with | 


| 


“Hollywood Doubles” for 
Wiakaals” - which is hooked prac- 
tically all of 1950. 

Eric Maschwitz is now prepar- 
ing a second TV series which this 
time will be received not only in 
London, but throughout the Mid- 
lands. It will be a followup on 


Ta 
wey 


Heather Thatched again starring. 

After a two-year nervous break- 
down, Carroll Levis is now fully 
recovered and back in England 
He now has a ra- 


emceed by Kenneth 


gional webs’, actually what Mutual’ must not use the amateur talent 
would be selling are the operations | for vaudeville. 


of a network, plus its name and 

goodwill, and between $15,000,000 

and $20,000,000 a year in billings. 
WOR, Don Lee Major Balks 


Despite assertions last week that 


Minneapolis 


Time Revue” female 


“Gay of 


the Mutual-Metro talks have col-| impersonators into Persian Palms 


lapsed, it’s known that five among 
the warring seven stockholder in- 


terests in Mutual are still anxious | Murphy 


to explore the whole idea to the 
limit. Chief opposition to a Metro 
| move-in stems from the Don Lee 
Network on the Coast and the New 
York (WOR) interests, the latter 
balk cued to a likelihood of WOR 
either having to go independent 
or sharing the New York flagship 
|affiliations with WMGM (the 
|Metro-Loew Manhattan 50,000- 
| watt station). 

| While a Metro deal would 
| project Bertram Lebhar, Jr., man- 


1 | ager of WMGM and closely identi- 


| fied with the Metro hierarchy, into 
a prominent position, Mutual’s 
| prexy, Frank White, would still re- 
main at the helm under his three- 
year contract. Only difference 
would be that he would report to 
Metre rather than the station 
owners. 

Revelation of Metro’s interest in 
Mutual intrigued the industry over 
the past week. Many were inclined 
to view such a move as a forward 
step for Mutual and as a possibie 
solution to its present program 
dilemma. It would put at the net- 
| work’s disposal the whole roster 
/of Metro personalities, thus giving 
| the web a cheaper source of name 
| talent, since Metro would program 
the network. It would bring show 
people with a_ willingness to 
gamble with ideas into the opera- 
tion. Again, it would enable Metro 
to put its foot into the TV door and 
at the same time give Mutual a 
chance to build a TV network (as 
of now nothing has materialized 
along those lines.) 


The concept of a Metro program- 
ming projection into Mutual is said 
to have been inspired by Tom 
O'Neill, of the Yankee Network 
interest having a major financial 
|stake in Mutual and its future. 
Possibly enthused over the success- 
| ful Metro-originating transcription 
| series carried by WMGM (and now 
_extending to 150 other stations), 
O'Neill is convinced that the trans- 
‘lation of such a program setup 
into the Mutual operation could 
well be the answer to the net- 
_work’s present plight. 


In an = office memoramdum 
passed around by prexy White to 
Mutual employees last week, he 
‘characterized the Metro negotia- 
tions as a “premature report of 
_preliminary discussions” which, he 
added, “should raise no question 
‘in your mind as to the future of 
Mutual and its staff.” 
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nitery. 
Connee Boswell 
open «at 


and Dean 
Club Carnival 
Dec. 29. i 

Local niteries say New Year's 
eve advance reservations are run- 
ning ahead of last year. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room has 
Imogene Coca, Phil Gordon and 


Jerry Glidden orchestra. } 


” 


Lyceum has “Light Up 
week of Jan. 2 with “Mister Rob- 


erts” to follow for 10 days, starting | 


Jan. 16. 

Joey Bishop and Rey &« Gumez 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace’s 
New Year's week attraction, pre- 
ceding Hildegarde. 


Las Vegas 
George Gobel a hit at Thunder- 


ird. 

Walter South, Hollywood char- 
acter actor of past years, now part 
owner popular Esquire bar here. 

Vivian Blaine a visitor. Chet 
Lauck of the “Lum and Abner” 


show in town. Abe _ Schiller, 
Flamingo press agent, back from 
New York. 


Herman Hover of Ciro’s (Holly- 
wood) in town scouting Janet Blair 
act at Flamingo and Joe E. Lewis 
at El Rancho. Both are on the 
Ciro’s future bookings. 

Chamber of Commerce warning 
visitors not to come to Las Vegas 
during holidays unless holdin 
confirmed reservations. Hotels an 
motels have turned down thou- 
sands this year. 

All hostelries on resort strip 
continuing policy of top shows, 
seven nights a week, for next year. 
Wilbur Clark's yet unfinished 
Desert Inn (opens in March) bid- 
ding for name talent. 

Holiday billings at resort hotels 
include Phil Spitalny’s all-femme 
band at Last Frontier, Carmen 
Miranda at El Rancho Vegas, 
Danny Thomas at Flamingo and 
the Marian Hutton-Jack Douglas 
team at Thunderbird. 


Pittsburgh 


Jimmy Spitalny home to see his 
folks and snared a weekend spot 


| Chez Paree show in January. 


beating the drums this time for 
Katharine Hepburn’s “As You 
Like It.” 

| Joe Farrington, — of 
| Leona theatre, back on job after 
|stay at Veterans Hospital in 
| Aspinwall. 


Vienna 


By Emil W. Maass 

Sir Alexander Korda here on 
business. 

Rakete, new cabaret, opened in 
| Zeditzgasse, first district. 

O. W. Ficher inked by Alpen- 
‘film for lead in new pic, “Arch- 
duke Johann.” 

New pix house opened by Rus- 
sians in the Hofburg, first district 
(International Zone). 

Sonja Dragomanovitch, prima 
ballerina of the Salzburg State 
| Theatre, married to American 
| Army officer, Otto John Sauter. 
| Film producer Kari Albert 
Loewenstein got four months 
|suspended sentence for fraudu- 
|lently obtaining an Austrian pass- 
| port. 
| “Festspiele” will henceforth be 
,a title protected by law, Parlia- 
ment decided. Only Salzburg and 








perhaps two or three other cities 


| will get permission for use. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 
| Brook Club will remain dark for 
| season, 
Ted Husing and the missus at 
Gulfstream hotel. 
Saliy Keiton a hit at Bill Jor- 
dan’s Bar of Music. 
Temmy Lyman clicking at the 
|Grand Hotel’s 23 Room. 
Barry Gray switched air 
| back to Copa City’s lounge. 
| Club 22 finally reopened 
straight Latin dance policy. 
| Paul Gilbert, comic, to 


show 


with 
join 


| Al Bernie, Mindy Carson, Lind 


| Bros., head up new show into 
he - City. 
ene Baylos’ return to Mother 


Kelly’s brought spot back from 
b.o. doldrums. 


Gale and Freddie Stewart at Ce- 
lebrity Club this week. 

Sally Rand and company opened 
10-day stand at Sky Club on 
mainland last Friday (23). 

Villa Venice (formerly Latin 
| Quarter) reopens on New Year's 
| Eve with a “Papa” Bouche produc- 
'tion featuring French importa- 
| tions. 
| Gracie Barrie wedded to Ciro’s 
| Milt Kafka Monday (26). Starts 
an engagement at the Pomp Room 
|}in Pompano, between Miami and 
Palm Beach, on the 30th. 





| Colleen 
featured player, in town for | 
'of her pic “When Willie Comes 
_ Marching Home,” and as “Sweet- 
‘heart of the Orange Bowl.” 

Jan Murray, the Vagabonds, 
Rose Marie and Roche-Carlyle 
production marks Clover Club's 
reentry into name-attraction ranks 
on the 28th. Leon Enken (ex- 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y.) now g.m. 
of the spot. 


Washington 
By Fiorence S. Lowe 
Carter Barron, Loew exec here, 
off to Florida Keys to recuperate 


‘from his recent iliness. 
Louis Armstrong at Blue Mirror 





‘and Dwight Fiske at Old New 
Orleans, among holiday  nitery 
| headliners. 


Jeanette MacDonald spent day 
in town being joined by husband, 
Gene Raymond, and planing off on 
European junket. 

Myrna Loy in town to spend 
_Christmas with friends here while 
| husband, Gene Markey. is busy 
with his producing chores in 
Austria. 

Nicholas Schenck in town last 
Thursday (21) to attend the Christ- 
mas luncheon of the Chatterbox 
Club, organization of leading 
local businessmen. 





Continued from page |] eee 


Ginsberg, studio chief. Balaban 
will declare his company shipshape | 
to také on its new chores and 
predict a successful career for the | 
infant production-distribution unit. 

Listening in simultaneously will | 


be the 32 domestic sales branches | 
| 








homeoffice and studio (with three 





booking at private club. 
Reunited team of Maxie Rosen-| 
bloom and Max Baer penciled into. 
Carousel week of Jan. 16. 
Evans Family had to celebrate | 


Xnias early on account of holiday! 


theatre engagements in Chicago. 
Rita Montoya auditioned for 


featured spot in Frank Loesser-Jo | Big Five to inaugurate divorce- lumbia 


and | 


around again, 


Swerling musical, “Guys 
Dolls.” 


Carlton Miles 


and the six Canadian offices; ond 


outlets each); Long Island and 
Coast labs; newsreel company; | 
New York warehouse; and two | 
shipping stations in Butte, Mont. ' 


and Sioux Falls, Ia. 
Paramount is the first of the: 


ment under* a Federal district. 
court decision which applies to all | 
integrated companies. | 


Grace Poggi and Igor join Alan | 


Townsend, 20th-Fox/! 


_ Harry Tobias in town after <j 
wees . 
e Lawrence laid up wij 

_ Virus infection. poe 
| Jose Iturbi returned from con. 
—— + ag 

| rge celebrated i 
| 23rd wed anni. a 
Gertrude wrence back after 
— very from A 

ay en ndle publicity 
china 

Jack Carson suffered relapse 
after recovering from flu. 

Al Jolson sailed to Honolulu to 
entertain armed services. 

Vera Vague returned from four 
weeks of eastern broadcasting 

Lynn Bari and Marjorie Hart 
to Chicago for stage appearances 

Hal Roach, Jr., in town after 
three weeks of television hudding 
in N.Y. 

Ben Lyon in from London for 
series of huddles with Darryi fF 
Zanuck. : 

Paul Small will 
Coast branch of 
February. 

Celeste Holm will headline the 
Masque Bal benefit for St. John’s 
Hospital Jan. 28. 

Myrna Loy to Washington 
review film problems at 
UNESCO huddle. 

Henry King in for the holidays 
|after two-week tour in his own 
plane, plugging “12 O’Clock High.” 

Bob Hope hopped an Arm, 
plane for Alaska junket to enter- 
tain members of U. S. Air Force 

The Al Jolsons, with 
panist Martin Fried, planing back 
to Hollywood Jan. 3 after two 
weeks in Honolulu. 

Mrs. Arthur (Maggie) Kober. ou! 
of the hospital for the first time in 
two years, now living in the 
Kobers’ new Beverly Hills home. 


| Film Biz B.0. | 


Continued from page 1 — 
| first-runners to give them a great 
| total of $880,000 or better 

Result was cracked records. with 
the greatest throng at the gigantic 
| 6,000-seat Music Hall. Combo of 
_Metro’s “On the Town”—despite 
| the fact it was in its third week— 
}and the Nativity Christmas show 
fixture, served to give the Rocke- 
feller house the greatest stanza in 
| its history—$172,000. That cracks 
| the short-lived record of $170,000 
set only last Easter by Paramount s 
| “Connecticut Yankee” and the spe- 
cial Easter stage show. The Bing 
Crosby pic was then in its second 
week at the house. 

Running about the same or a |ii- 
tle better dollar-wise was Para- 
/mount’s “Samson and Delilah” day- 
and-date combo at the Paramount 
and the Rivoli. With 5,750 seats 
available between the two theatres. 
they tallied up a tremendous $1 12.- 
(000 for Saturday-Sunday-Monday 
‘and looked like they might hi! 
_ $197,000 for the week. 

Likewise tremendous was the 
Roxy, where “Prince of Foxes” 
sparked 300 other preems of the 
'20th-Fox special throughout the 
‘country. The 5,900-seat Roxy hit 
$87,000 for the first four days of its 
run (Friday-Saturday-Sunday-Mon- 
day) and may get $150,000 for the 
week. The other “Foxes” dates 
were equally encouraging to 20ih. 

Strong biz was likewise racked 
up on Broadway by “Adam's Rib” 
huge $112,000 at the Capitol, and 
“Battleground” at the Astor, while 
all houses showed greatly above 
average strength. 

The national picture was not as 
bright everywhere as Broadway. ot 
course, although Samuel Goldwyn 
Scored niftily with preems of his 
| “My Foolish Heart” (RKO) in New 
Orleans and Los Angeles and 20th 
got off to a flying start with “12 
O'Clock High” in L. A. Other pix 
lwhich led the holiday field 
throughout the nation were “Great 
Lover” (Par), “On the Town” 


open a West 
his agency in 


to 
the 














_(M-G), “Adam's Rib” (M-G), “Am- 
bush” (M-G) and “Holiday Affair” 
| (RKO). 









U.S. Probe 


Continued from page | oa 


Anti-trust headquarters in Washi- 
ington began to receive complaints 
from other sections and it was de- 
cided to let the Philadelphia office. 
under George W. Jansen, conduc 
the entire probe. 

The Federal men will inquire 
specifically into both new types ot 
record players and record playet 
attachments -—- RCA Victor's 4 
rpm player, and the 33's rpm 
player, a Columbia product. Cv- 
dees not manufacture 
equipment, but has its players 
made by a Chicago firm. It also ii 
censes other firms to make them. 





accom.- | 
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House Reviews 


Continued from page 46 


Southtown, Chi 
m session with the band. Six- 


olece arch, incidentally, does nice | 
job on the acts. 
Richard M imitates top vo- 


lists, but some of his 
aren't too sharp. However, his car- 
poning of Billy Eckstine and Perry 
Como seem okay Some of the | 
amateurs get together for hoke | 
square dance before Contino closes 
the bill. Zabe. 





—_—_—_——— 
—_—— 


Staniey, itt. 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 23. | 


Ink Spots, Lowe, Hite & Stanley, | 
martells & Mignon, Grace Drys- 
dale, Max Adkins House Orch; “A 
Dangerous Profession (RKO). 





‘BR deluxer’s playing it safe 
an its Xmas Week headliners. 
Ink Spots are money in the bank 
around here. They hung up a new | 
house record four and a half years 
or so ago, and it stood until thig 


fall when Danny Kaye came in| 
and set a new one, hot by too! 
much either. 


They're topping a good layout, 
too, and each act knocks off some 
sizeable returns. Max Adkins’ | 
band on stage gets things started | 
off seasonally with a neat arrange- | 
ment combining “White Christ-| 
mas,” “Silent Night” and “Jingle | 
Bells,” and then Grace Dryseate | 
comes gn with her novelty puppet 
‘hand-operated) act, which is not 
only a neat bit at any time but 
also especially good right now 
when there’s bound to be a lot of 
juves in audience. 

Martells and Mignon follow her 
on. and adagio acts are still showy 
and sock. Three husky guys in 
tails toss the tiny miss around 
without any thought to either her 
life or limb, and get off some slick | 
muscular stuff. Show’s ripe at this | 
oint for some laughs, and Lowe, 
lite & Stanley take care of that. 
Oddly assorted trio have been 
around dozens of times with the 
same thing, bui.it never fails to 
get a sizable response, and this | 
visit is no exception. The tiny fel- 
low still grabs the major guffaws 
with his pugnacious ways, and 
mops up. 

That sets the stage for the Ink 
Spots, and they have the mob eat- 
ing out of their hands right from | 
walkon. Led by Billy Kenny, who 
reaches into the stratosphere both 
physically and vocally, Spots 
punch through their standard cata- | 
logue of new and old favorites, 
teeing off with “Jungle Jive,” then 
“No Orchids For My Lady” and | 
swinging into high with “White 
Christmas.” 

This is only a start for them, 
and the rest of the distance is clear 
sailing. They could have stayed 
on twice as long as they did and 
— would have been 
ent. 

Not much of a crowd on hand 
for opening show, but that was) 
to be expected, seeing as how the. 
streets were still full of Xmas 
Cohez. 


| 
| 





shoppers. 


Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Lassie, “SOndy Dreams” revue, | 
starring Stuffy, Sandy, Candy, with | 
Dee & Lee Oaker, The Rhythm 
Rascals (3), Jimmy Bates, 2 Maz- | 
cucas, Billy Cummings, Sandy | 
Dreams Ballet (12), Rene Wil- 
liams house orch, with Herb Kern; 
“Kid From Cleveland” (Rep). 

Orpheum is beating the 
Christmas doldrums with a Mill 
aimed directly at the kiddie ticket 
buyers. As a consequence, matinee 
trade is flush. Topping the bill is 
Lassie, canine star of films, radio 
and stage. Juves take the collie 
to their hearts and no vaude act 
ever got a better reception. He 
shows that he is more of an actor 
than a trick dog, runs through a 
slick routine under the maestroing 
of Rudd Weatherwax and then gets 
off after shaking hands and buss- 
ing a number of moppets invited 
on stage for the honor. 

Added fillip to the Lassie turn 
is the co chore contributed 
by a canine sidekick, name of 
Shorty. A pooch with a 
800d stock of tricks, he shows off 
dancing and other abilities to fill 
out the Lassie stint. 

‘ This vaude house picked one of 
= hottest Coast TV kiddie shows 
: help grace its Yuletide show. 








grou; of talented youngsters 
— on video's “Sa Dreams” 
akes the stage for a well- 


plotted 

audience juves oh-ing and ah-ing. 

, Sandy” and “Candy” Ionne, 12 
oo SIX, respectively, and “Stuffy” 
“Nger, e t, 

ree are ked up with a nice 
heup of young talent, including a 





| wouldn't believe it. 





line of six boys and six girls, some 
of whom double in feature spots. 
& Lee Oaker sell their wares 
in a takeoff on older song and 
dance men. The Three Rhythm 


Rascals enthusiastically get music 


from drums, sax and accordion. 
Jimmy Bates does some neat tap 
work and the two Mazzucas, broth- 


er and sister, sing and dance. Billy | 
Cumming: is billed as a “little guy | 


with a big voice.” He’s just that, 
pleasing with “Don't Cry Joe.” 
Windup has the Sandy Dreams 
Ballet working out to “Shoes With 
Wings On.” 

Little “Stuffy” shines particular- 
ly with a bouncy rendition of 
“Lucky Old Sun.” Both “Sandy” 
and “Candy” solo and then please 


|with dance to “Me and My Shad- 


ow.” Show was produced by 
Gladys Ruben, written by Bud 
Steffen, with dance numbers by 


Claudia Vall and Buddy Harak. 
Brog. 





Holiday in Paris 
(4TH ST. PLAYHOUSE, N. Y.) 
Edward Gould production of 

Kenneth Robinson, Jr., presenta- 
tion in two acts (21 scenes). With 
Smith & Dale, Lew Hearn, Count- 
ess Carina Paves, Dick Buckley, 
Del Campo, Amanda, Mariane 
Christensen, Garry Sherwood, 
Leila Marti Carole Roberts, La 
Vernes (3). Three Irelands, line 
(8). Sketches, lyrics, music, Don- 
ald Heywood and Matty Mathews; 
choreography, Mariane 
sen; costumes, Joanne Paula; stag- 
ing, Ted Eddy. At Fourth Street 
Playhouse, N. Y., Dec. 26, ‘49; $2.40 
top. 


snafued version of a_ two-a-day 
vaude-revue with the presentation 
of “Holiday in Paris” at the 4th St. 
Playhouse. There are sundry in- 


| tra-trade reports why the producers 
;went so far downtown with this 


the first 
Broadway 
A complete 


which 


mayve, In 
was felt 


display, but 
place, it 


missout. 


It was difficult to tell 


were the worst offenders. the back- ~ 


stage crew which had nearly as 
much time onstage as the perform- 
ers, or the bewildered musicians. 
The majority of the cast helped, 
too. 

All this despite the presence of 


'some sterling vaudeville perform- 


ers. How Smith and Dale, Lew 
Hearn, Three Irelands, La Vernes 
and Dick Buckley could have got- 
ten mixed up with this fiasco is 
difficult to imagine. But there they 
were and they provided the sole 
sane moments of the show. 

The “Dr Kronkheit” skit and 
Lew Hearn's “Belt in the Back,” 
with S&D assisting. are funny in 
any kind of surroundings. Of 
course, they would have done bet- 
ter with some sets that didn’t show 
their age and bad taste. The Three 
Irelands had a good bit with their 


lelown antics and the La Vernes, 


while not a polished apache act, 
gave some semblance of profes- 
sional procedure. Dick Buckley 
had a difficult time getting payees 
on stage to do his hat-bit; 
audience couldn't be blamed for 
not wanting any part of this ven- 
ture. But Benny Fields saved the 
day for him by going to the ros- 
trum. Others followed. So what 
happens—not a word could be un- 
derstood over the loudspeaker sys- 
tem. 

There was one member of the 
cast to show promise. Despite the 
corny production the lady billed 
as Countess Carina Paves impress- 
es as being good for intime cafes. 
Her French chansons have depth 
and feeling, and voice and looks 
are okay. Her Yiddish song at the 
close was a bit incongruous. Del 
Campo, a Cuban youngster, looks 
like he could develop into a good 
dancer. His leaps are good. 

The odd history of this venture 
might prove a clue to the disas- 
trous presentation. The core of 


into financial difficulties after 
three weeks on the road. Gould 
bought the material in the show 
from Donald Heywood and Matty 
Mathews and added some standard 
performers. 

Staging by Ted Eddy was with- 
out rhyme or reason, and the ma- 
jority of the performers — aren't 
qualified for first class legit. Cos- 
tumes, Sets and sketches wouldn't 
even be good for a highschool pro- 
duction and music was pedestrian. 
The whole affair seemingly embar- 
rassed the audience. It was the 
type show that nobody would be- 
ive could happen. 

The Fourth Street Playhouse. 
where ali this occurred, doesn't 
seem to be at fault. House used to 
be the Yiddish Art Theatre. where 
Maurice Schwartz formerly put A 
some pretty good shows. ose. 
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MARRIAGES 


Joan Garay to Francois Szony, 


Los Angeles, Dec. 23. Both are 
nitery dancers. 

Betty Slater.to Frank St. Amant, 
Dec. 17. He’s in “Ice 
bride is West Coast 
secretary to John H. Harris, pro- 
ducer of that ice show. 

Lady Sylvia Stanley to Clark 
Gable, Santa Barbara, Dec. 20. 
He's the Metro star; she’s widow 
of Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. 

Ester Rojewski to Tom Moore, 
Chicago, Dec. 15. Bride is a cam- 


era operator at WBKB; He’s an 


engineer at same station. 


Teri Lobell to Maury Delman, 
New York, Dec. 25. Bride is 
aide to Charles Levy. western ad- 
vertising-publicity director for 
Walt Disney. 

Ruth Grusby to Milton Rebow, 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y., Dec. 24. Bride 
is secretary to Leo Samuels, Walt 
Disney sales exec. 

Ruth Berwald to Robert Libbot, 
Beverly Hills, Dec. 24. He’s«a 
screen and radio writer. 

Phoenix, Ariz., Dec. 25. Both are 
screen players. 

Suzanne Zolotow to Nicholas 
Freund, New York, Dec. 25. Bride 
is daughter of Samuel (and Mrs.) 
Zolotow, drama columnist of the 
N. Y. Times. 

Eileen McDermott to Herb 
Shriner, Hyattsville, Md., Dec. 22. 
Bride, known professionally as 
Pixie Joy, is of the dance team 
Olsen & Joy; he’s a comedian. 

Elisa Jayne to Paul Gray, Hyatts- 
ville, Md., Dec. 22. Bride is vaude 
and cafe dancer. He’s a comic. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Siercovich, 
daughter, San Antonio, Dec. 22. 
Father is chief engineer of KITE 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmond Angelo, 
son, Hollywood, Dec. 19. Mother 
is Ann Richards, screen actress; 
father is a drama coach. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Haire, son, 
Los Angeles, Dec. 23. Father is a 
film cutter at Motion Picture Cen- 
ter 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Miller. daugh- 
ter, New York, Dec. 20. Father is 
pape of the Riviera, Ft. Lee, 
N 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Dukoff, daugh- 
ter. in Beverly Hills, Dec. 27. 
Father is personal mgr. of Danny 
Kaye. 

Mr..and Mrs. Lewis L. 








Fisher, 


‘daughter, New York Dec. 23. 
Father is announcer on WINS, 


N. Y.; mother is former Philadel- 
phia Record staffer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Schine, 
son, Gloversville, N. Y.. Dec. 19. 
Father, who heads Darnell Thea- 
tres, is son of Louis W. Schine, of 
the Schine circuit. 








Rockefeller’s Film 


Continued from page |! 


ert Mochrie and theatre topper Sol 
Schwartz. Also Robert Dowling, 
head of City Investing Co., which 
operates a number of theatres, in- 


cluding the Astor and Victoria in 
New York. ' 


An admission for the capital 
showings will be charged. This, 
it is anticipated, would cover the 
cost of the installation, plus the 
expense of shooting the necessary 
demonstration films. Now being 
figured is what the expenses in- 
volved would be and the potential 
return. Aside from the direct com- 
mercial considerations, thought is 
being given to the value of public- 
ity introducing the system. 

Waller’s method entails no spe- 
cial glasses or other devices for 








| the audience. A picture is shot with 


a camera with three lenses in close 
juxtaposition and is projected si- 
multaneously from three machines 
spaced across the width of the au- 
ditorium. The screen at Hunting- 
ton is 63 feet long and 27 feet high 


afid is concave. 
this show started out as a cafe) 
unit, “Vogues of 1948," which ran 


Report by those who have seen 
the demonstration reels is that the 
system provides startling reality 
that is tremendously impressive. 
It is said to be an excellent item 
for something like an exposition, 


_but not practical for standard mo- 


tion picture use. 

Aside from the excellence of the 
large-screen reproduction, one of 
the aspects most favorably com- 
mented on by those who have been 
out to Huntington is the sound. 
Voices come from that portion of 


the screen where the speaker hap- 


pens to be, which adds greatly to 
the reality. This is accomplished 
by having six loudspeakers, each 
one serviced by a separate sound- 


track The six tracks are on one) 


strip of film, separate from the 
image, which is synchronously run 
through its own machine. 
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company. 


Schlesinger started in show busi- on Broa > 


en oe we RR 
manager of Warners’ by-products | pe. in 





later ap- 
musical uctions of 
the Shu and ucers 


were 


Among 
ness@at the age of 14 as an usher | “The Social Whirl” and “The Girl 
in a Philadelphia theatre. Later he | in the Taxi. 


served as a song book agent, a bit 
player on the stage, a cashier and 
as a manager. In films he started 
as a salesman, concentrating on 
foreign pictures. In the early 1930s 
he joined Hugh Harmon and Ru- 
dolph Ising in the production of 
“Mervie Melodies” and “Looney 
Tunes” and eventually bought his 
partners out in 1934. He made 
these cartoons until 1944 when 
Warners took over. Meanwhile he 
produced animated sequences for 
such features as “The Big Broad- 
east of 1938” and “Love Thy 
Neighbor.” 

In addition to his cartoon work 
he organized the Pacific Title Card 
Co. as a sideline. 

Survived by wife, sister and a 
brother. 





DAN MICHALOVE 


Dan Michalove, 55, executive vice- 
president since 1942 of the Na- 
tional Theatres Corporation, a sub- 
sidiary of 20th Century-Fox, died 
Dec. 23 of a heart attack at his 
home, 306 Central Park West, New 
York. This post climaxed a career 
in the industry that spanned 35 
years. 


Starting in 1913 as a film exhibi- 
tor in the South, he served as presi- 
dent of the Atlantic Baseball Club 
from 1922 to 1926, when he became 
general manager of Southern En- 
terprises, a motion picture exhibi- 
tors’ group. 

In the late "20s Michalove came 
to New York, where he was named 
general manager of the Universal 
theatres. Between 1931 and 1934 
he served as general manager of 
Warner Bros. theatres. 


Before assuming his post as a 
veepee with the National Theatres 
organization, he had worked in sev- 
eral other theatrical activities. He 
joined the Fox Film Corp. in 1933. 
He was a member also of the execu- 
tive committee of the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners Association 
and a member of Picture Pioneers. 

He leaves his wife, a son. a 
daughter, his father, a brother, and 
three sisters. 





RALPH SPENCE 
Ralph Spence, 60, leading title 
writer in the days of silent films 
and later 2 seerinter, died Dec. 21 
of a heart ailment at the Motion 
Picture Country Home where he 


had been a patient for six weeks. | 


When titling was an important 
function in motion pictures Spence 
was paid as much as $5,000 a week 
for his work on Tom Mix and 
Harold Lloyd films. 

In addition tv his Hollywood 
writing, he authored the stage com- 
edy, “The Gorilla,” which had half 
a dozen companies on the road 
about 25 years ago. Another of his 
stage writing chores was the “Zieg- 
feild Follies” of 1922, starring Will 
Rogers, Gallagher & Shean and 
Leon Errol. 


Notable among his later script- 
ings were “Higher and Higher.” 
“Stand Up and Cheer,” “Warriors’ 
Husbands” and “Poor Little Rich 
Girl.” He was working on “The O. 
Henry Story” at 20th-Fox at the 
time of his illness. 





WILLIAM C. BEERY 


William C. Beery, 70, elder broth- 
er of the late Wallace Beery and 
Noah Beery, died Dec. 25 at his 
home in Beverly Hills. He was first 
of the three brothers to enter show 
business and was credited with giv- 
ing his brothers their start as ac- 
tors. 

Beery and his brothers were born 
on a farm in Clay county, Mo. 
When he was 21 he got his first job 
with a New York road show as an 
advance man and soon he joined 
the Forepaugh & Sells circus in 
the same capacity. He was later 
with Ringling Bros. 

He once worked for film studios, 
spending several years in the busi- 
ness office of Essanay in Chicago, 
but in 1917 quit show business and 
joined an oil com y. He left the 
latter in 1936 to ty - busi- 
ness manager for Wallace Beery. 

He leaves a wife, a son, and “a 
daughter. 





FREEMONT BENTON 
Freemont Benton, 65, retired 
vaude and m actress, 
died after a heart attack in New 





Survived by two daughters. 





WILLIAM A. B. SARGENT 


| William Alonzo Barrington Sar- 


gent, 88, composer and band- 
master, died at his home in Boston, 
Dec. 16. He was at one time cornet 
player with Hi Henry’s Minstrels 
and the Lew Dockstader troupe. 


Born in Irasburg, Vermont, he 
had made his home in Boston since 
1915 where he was active in the 
affairs of the People’s Symphony 
Orchestra and the New Engiand 
Conference of Musicians. He was 
Boston delegate to the AFM con- 
ventions for 27 consecutive years. 

Survived by a nephew and a 
cousin. 





EDMUND F. KAHN 


Edmund Franklin Kahn, 38, pro- 
duction manager of WGN, Chicago, 
died Dec. 24 in Wheaton, Ill., after 
an illness of several months. 


Kahn, an accountant, entered 
radio in 1937 in New York produc- 
tion offices of “We, the People.” 
He later became production super- 
visor of “Sky Blazers,” “Gang- 
busters,” and “Mr. District Attor- 
ney.” His last major production 
job at WGN was directing the 
WGN-Mutual “Meet Your Match.” 

Survived by wife, two daughters 
and a son. 





ANNIE E. TRUMBULL 


Annie Eliot Trumbull, 92, nov- 
elist. poet and playwright, died in 
Hartford, Conn., Dec. 22. She was 
the author of the following novels: 
“White Birches,” “Mistress Con- 
tent Craddock,” “Life’s Common 
Way.” “A Christmas Accident.” 
“Rod's Salvation,” “Sinews of War” 
and “A Cape Cod Week.” 

Her plays included “The Masque 
of Culture” and “Wheel of Prog- 
ress. 





MRS. GENEIEVE M. ANADALE 


Mrs. Genevieve M. Anadale, 79. 
whose two brothers and sister 
reached legit fame under the name 
of Lackaye, died at her home in 
Silver Spring, a suburb of Wash- 
ington, D. C., on Dec. 20. 

Her brothers, Wilton and James, 
and her sister, Helene, were al! on 
the stage using various spellings 
of their family name Lackey. 


ANNA BERNARD 


Anna Barrett, actress-wife of 
Maurice Barrett, WPAT program 
director, died in New York, Dec. 
18. 

She was known on the stage 
as Anna Bernard and was the 
niece of Sam Bernard, noted come- 
dian. She appeared in many 
Broadway shows including, “He 
Came From Milwaukee” and “All 
For The Ladies.” 








MAY TOVER 
May Tover, 38, lion tamer, was 
clawed to death Dec. 20 by one of 
the beasts on Goebel’s lion farm 
at Thousand Oaks, Cal. 
Recently she appeared as an ani- 
mal trainer in “The Reformer and 
the Redhead” at Metro. 


MASON LITSON 

Mason Litson, 70, pioneer loca- 
tion manager, died Dec. 19 in 
Hollywood. 

During his 30 years in motion 
ictures he was associated with 
™ muel Goldwyn, Metro and Eagle 
ion. 








JOHN W. DILLON 
John W. Dillon, 72, former 
screen actor and later a real estate 
broker, died Dec. 20 in Hollywood. 


Mrs. Grace Clarke Bishop, 48. 
wife of W. M. Bishop, foreign pub- 
licity director at h-Fox, died 
Dec. 22 in Santa Monica. At one 
time she was secretary to Louis B. 
Mayer. 


Bill Owens, 26, recording and 
ws ame. died in Dubuque, 
a.. ° . 








_ John Campbell, 45, died in Mun- 
cie, Ind., Dee. 20. He was the own- 
er of the Oasis nitery there. Sur- 
vived by wife. 


Wife of Harry Bessey, executive 
veepee of Altec Service, died Dee. 
10 in Montclair, N. J. 
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